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Debra Raskin,  President New York City Bar Association; Committee Member Cyrus R. 
Vance Center for International Justice 

Debra L. Raskin worked at the Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago from 1977 to 1981, serving 
in 1981 as Supervisor of Employment Litigation for that organization. She served as law clerk to 
the Honorable Lee P. Gagliardi of the United States District Court, Southern District of New York 
from 1982 to 1984. From 1984 to 1986, she served as an Assistant Attorney General of the State of 
New York in the Civil Rights Bureau.                                                                                                                    
Ms. Raskin joined Vladeck, Raskin & Clark, P.C. in 1986 and became a partner in October 1988. She 
has been Chair of the Labor and Employment Law Committee of the New York City Bar Association 
and Chair of its Executive Committee. Ms. Raskin is a Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers, has taught at Columbia and Fordham Law Schools, and has lectured and written on 
employment law matters for the New York State Bar Association and the American Law 
Institute/American Bar Association, among other groups.                                                               
Education: B.A., Radcliffe College, 1973; J.D., Yale Law School, 1977 

 

 

       

     

 

Antonia Stolper, Partner Shearman & Sterling LLP, Vice-Chair Cyrus R. Vance  
                                   Center for International Justice 

Antonia Stolper is the Latin America Regional Managing Partner and a member of Shearman & 
Sterling’s Capital Markets-Americas practice group. Ms. Stolper’s practice focuses primarily on 
corporate finance transactions in emerging markets. She has extensive registered public offering 
experience for foreign private issuers. Her practice focuses on debt and equity securities offerings 
for Latin American corporate and sovereign issuers, representing both underwriters and issuers, 
and on restructuring transactions in Latin America, representing issuers, dealer managers and 
creditors. In addition, she advises a number of Latin American issuers on their ongoing SEC 
reporting requirements and corporate governance matters. Ms. Stolper has also advised the 
Climate Bonds Initiative pro bono on establishing standards for financing the transition to a low 
carbon economy. Ms. Stolper is also Vice-Chair of the Cyrus R. Vance Center of the New York City 
Bar Association, promoting pro bono work by private lawyers in Latin America and working with 
lawyers throughout the region on promoting the status of women in the legal profession. Ms. 
Stolper is currently ranked Band 1 in Latin America-wide Capital Markets Chambers Latin America 
and Band 1 in Latin American Investment in Chambers Global. She was named one of the National 
Law Journal’s Outstanding Women Lawyers in 2015 and selected by Latinvex in 2015 as among 
Latin America’s top 50 female lawyers. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pablo Guerrero V, Partner Barros & Errázuriz 

Pablo Guerrero is a co-managing partner and also heads the Mergers and Acquisitions and Financing 
practice of Barros & Errázuriz Abogados in Santiago, Chile. His experience covers an array of areas, 
including capital markets, securities, foreign investment, and international business transactions 
generally. He graduated from Catholic University of Chile School of Law, and obtained his Master of 
Comparative Jurisprudence degree from New York University School of Law, New York, in 1995. He 
worked in the United States with LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP, New York, as a summer 
associate in 1995, and with Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering, Washington, D.C., as a foreign associate, from 
1995 to 1996. Mr. Guerrero was Professor of Economic Law at Finis Terrae University School of Law, 
from 1996 to 1999 and currently is Professor of Commercial Law at the Chilean Catholic University 
School of Law. He is one of the founders and current President of Fundación Pro Bono - Chile. He is 
member of the Chilean Bar Association. 
 

Todd Crider, Partner Simpson Thacher & Bartlett; Vice-Chair Cyrus R. Vance Center for 
 International Justice; Member of the Institutionalization Committee Pro Bono 
Network of the Americas  

Todd Crider divides his time between New York and Sao Paul, Brazil, where he is Co-Head of Simpson 
Thacher´s office. He advises clients in international corporate finance transactions, mergers and 
acquisitions and project finance. In corporate finance, Todd has led transactions in Latin America and 
Europe, including advising on equity and debt offerings by issuers from Brazil, Chile, Argentina, 
Mexico, and Colombia, as well as Spain and Portugal. He has handled matters for clients including 
BAML, BTG Pactual, Citigroup, Credit Suisse, Goldman Sachs, JPMorgan and Morgan Stanley. In M&A, 
Todd has represented KKR, Apax, Patria and Silver Lake Partners in private equity matters, as well as 
the principals in strategic transactions. In project finance, he has represented sponsors and lenders in 
hydroelectric projects, airport expansions, and toll-road projects and gas- fired generation facilities. A 
frequent speaker on capital markets, private equity and emerging markets, Todd is also a leader in pro 
bono activities. He is Vice Chair of both the Cyrus R. Vance Center of International Justice (where he 
was founding chair) and the Rainforest Foundation US. Named by Latin Business chronicle as one of its 
Top 50 Legal Stars, Todd is fluent in Spanish, Portuguese and French. 

 

 

 

Paula Samper, Partner Gómez-Pinzón Zuleta Abogados; President Fundación Pro Bono  
                               Colombia 
 
Born in Bogotá, 1967. Member of the Real Estate Practice Group and Director of the Pro Bono practice 
of the firm. Paula was a member of the Drafting Committee of the Pro Bono Declaration for the 
Americas, an initiative promoted by the Cyrus Vance Center (N.Y.) that has been signed by more than 
500 law firms all over the region. She has 20 years of professional experience in corporate law and 
real estate.                                                                                                                                                               
Ms. Samper is a lawyer from the Universidad de los Andes and has a degree in financial law from 
Rosario University in Bogotá.                                                                                                                                      
She is a founding member of Fundación Pro Bono Colombia, and a member of its Board of Directors 
since 2008; Fundación Pro Bono is a clearing house with a membership of 25 Colombian law firms 
doing pro bono work. Ms. Samper has been recognized as a leader in the advancement of pro bono in 
Colombia, including receiving an award from Chambers and Partners for her outstanding contribution 
to the legal profession in 2011, and the Latin Lawyer Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year in 2013.                                                                                                                                                                
Additionally, Ms. Samper has participated in a local initiative for advancement of women in the legal 
profession, with the assistance from the Women in the Profession Committee of the Cyrus Vance 
Center (NY) with conferences and seminars across the South American region.                                       
Ms. Samper is an active participant in the Board of Directors of several non-profit institutions which 
include, amongst others, Compartamos con Colombia, América Solidaria, Instituto Roosevelt and 
Women´s Link Worldwide. 
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Luis Almagro Lemes was elected Secretary General of the Organization of American States on March 18, 2015, 
with the unanimous support of 33 of 34 member states, and one abstention. Upon taking leadership of the OAS, he 
announced that one of the central themes of his mandate will be “more rights for more people,” and that he would 
work to bring the Organization closer to the new realities in the Hemisphere and contribute to ensuring more 
democracy, security and prosperity for all. 

A career diplomat, Almagro was Foreign Minister of Uruguay from 2010 to March 1, 2015, and has extensive 
regional and international experience. In addition, he was elected Senator in the national elections in Uruguay in 
October 2014.  

His time at the head of Uruguayan diplomacy was characterized by activism in defense of human and civil rights at 
the regional and global level, the insertion of Uruguay into non-traditional markets, the diversification of these 
markets, and the strengthening of the image of Uruguay as a democratic, fair, tolerant, and diverse society, with 
ever increasing rights for more Uruguayans. 

As Foreign Minister for President José Mujíca, he defined several emblematic initiatives that put the small South 
American country on the global map, from receiving former prisoners from Guantanamo, to welcoming dozens of 
Syrian families who had been victims of the country´s conflict, to building support in the United Nations so that, 
beginning in 2016, Uruguay will become part of the Security Council. Moreover, Uruguay has maintained its 
presence in Haiti to ensure the continuity of the process of reconstruction in the country following the devastating 
earthquake of 2010. Knowledgeable about the new regional alignments, Almagro was an active participant in the 
consolidation of UNASUR and CELAC and as member of the special UNASUR delegation to Venezuela in 2014 he 
was recognized as an advocate of dialogue between the government and the opposition to stop the violence at that 
moment.  

As a consensus builder in the region and at the same time a driver of new initiatives, during his term at the head of 
the country´s diplomacy, he achieved the long-desired entry of citrus products into the United States, a key market 
for the sector, while moving forward with bilateral cooperation programs in areas of scientific-technical 
innovation. For its part, Uruguay developed specific programs of cooperation for development with Bolivia, 
Paraguay, and several African nations in the context of the vision of international solidarity that characterized the 
term of the former Foreign Minister. 

The candidate for Secretary General of the OAS was also Ambassador to China for five years, after occupying senior 
diplomatic posts in the Foreign Ministry of his country, and in the Embassies of Uruguay in Germany and Iran.  
In 2014 Foreign Policy magazine named him a Leading Global Thinker, one of ten decision-makers in the region 
granted this international distinction. 

Almagro, a lawyer by profession, is married and has seven children. In addition to Spanish, he speaks English and 
French. 
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Daniel Alpert, Partner Westwood Capital 

Dan Alpert is a founding Managing Partner of Westwood Capital, LLC and its affiliates. He has more than 
30 years of international merchant banking and investment banking experience, including a wide variety 
of work-out and bankruptcy related restructuring experience. Throughout his career, Dan has been the 
senior banker responsible for client relationships and execution of debt and equity offerings that were the 
first of their kind at the time. He was the investment banker who led the first ever rated commercial 
mortgage backed security issue backed by a pool of mortgage loans acquired from a distressed lender, the 
first rated commercial mortgage backed security issue backed by a pool of mortgage loans secured by 
properties owned by a single borrower, the only REIT IPO involving the simultaneous public offering of 
common stock and the acquisition of a portfolio of properties out of a Chapter 11 proceeding, and the first 
securitization of gaming revenues. He has additional expertise in evaluating and maximizing the recoveries 
from failed financing vehicles affiliated with a common borrower/issuer. All of these activities involve a 
common element – thinking “outside the box” to provide novel and workable solutions to unique financial 
challenges. 
Dan’s experience in providing financial advisory services and structured finance execution has extended 
Westwood’s reach beyond the U.S. domestic corporate finance market to East Asia, the Middle East and 
Eastern Europe. In addition to his structured finance expertise, Dan has extensive experience advising on 
mergers, acquisitions and private equity financings. 
Over the past 15 years, Dan has provided and/or arranged for financing for, and advised both debtors and 
creditors of, a number of distressed companies – both inside and outside of bankruptcy. He has provided 
expert testimony in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in cases involving debtors involved in structured finance 
transactions. 
Dan has written extensive research and opinion on the housing and credit bubbles and the resulting 
economic crisis, and is widely quoted in print outlets including The Wall Street Journal, The New York 
Times, the Reuters, AP and Bloomberg wires, Forbes, Fortune and many other periodicals. He is a frequent 
guest commentator on all of the principal business news networks – Bloomberg, CNBC and Fox Business 
News – and also appears on CNNI and the BBC. Dan’s concise explanations of complicated financial matters 
– together with his willingness to express his opinions and forecasts – has earned him the confidence of 
those in the media for whom he has been a reliable source of analysis. 
Prior to forming Westwood Capital in 1995, Dan was a senior banker with, and partner of, Oppenheimer & 
Co., Inc. He holds a B.A. in Public Policy from the University of Pennsylvania, and lives and works in 
Manhattan. 

Martín Abregú, Vice President of Ford Foundation’s Democracy Rights and Justice Program 
 
Martín Abregú is vice president for Democracy, Rights, and Justice. He leads the foundation’s global grant 
making on human and civil rights; effective and transparent governance; democratic participation; 
strengthening civil society; and gender, sexuality, and reproductive justice. He also oversees the 
foundation’s regional programming in Brazil, Mexico and Central America, and the Andean Region. 
Martín joined Ford in 2000, serving as program officer for human rights in the Santiago office. In 2007, he 
was appointed the foundation’s representative for the Andean Region and Southern Cone, guiding grant 
strategy and programs across the region. In 2010, he was named director of Human Rights and 
Governance. Working with program officers in New York and in nine regional offices around the world, 
Martín’s team focused on advancing economic and social rights, promoting transparent, effective, and 
accountable government, reforming global financial governance, and strengthening human rights 
worldwide. Martín was named vice president in 2013. 
Before joining the foundation, Martín served for six years as executive director of the Center for Legal and 
Social Studies (CELS), a leading human rights organization based in Argentina, where he led an 
organizational renewal and guided the institution to address new kinds of human rights challenges. 
Simultaneously, he served as the Argentina representative for the Center for Justice and International Law 
(CEJIL), an inter-American human rights body that works across the hemisphere. 
Martín has served as an associate professor of human rights at the University of Buenos Aires School of 
Law, where he earlier earned his law degree with a specialization in international law. He holds a master 
of laws degree in international legal studies from American University in Washington, DC. He has been an 
Ashoka Fellow since 1995. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Bonilla Maldonado, Associate Professor; Director of Public Interest Law Group                                       
          at Universidad de los Andes 

Daniel Bonilla is Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Public Interest Law Group at the 
Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá. He holds a doctorate and a masters in law from Yale Law 
School and a law degree from Universidad de los Andes. He has been a visiting professor or 
lecturer at a number of institutions, including Yale Law School, Fordham Law School, Oñati 
International Institute for the Sociology of Law, University of Texas School of Law, Georgia State 
University College of Law, University of Puerto Rico, and Universidad Nacional de Colombia. He is 
the recipient of a Fulbright Fellowship and several awards for excellence in teaching. Among his 
most recent publications are Constitutionalism of the Global South (ed.) (Cambridge University 
Press: 2013); La función social de la propiedad en perspectiva comparada (ed.) (Eudeba: 
2013) and Legal Clinics in the Global North and South: Between Equality and Subordination, 16 Yale 
Hum. Rts. & Dev. L.J. 176 (2013). 

 

Christopher Sabatini, Founder and Editor Latin America Goes Global; Professor at 
                                             Columbia University 

Christopher Sabatini is the founder and editor of the news and opinion website 
www.LatinAmericaGoesGlobal.org and an adjunct professor at the School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia University. From 2005 to 2014 he was the senior director of 
policy at the Americas Society and Council of the Americas (AS/COA) and the founder and editor-
in-chief of the hemispheric policy magazine Americas Quarterly (AQ). At the AS/COA, Dr. Sabatini 
chaired the organization’s Rule of Law working group, which published a report on rule of law in 
the hemisphere entitled Rule of Law, Economic Growth and Prosperity (also available in Spanish). 
He also chaired the AS/COA Cuba Working Group. In 2007, Dr. Sabatini launched AQ and 
maintained a regular blog on policy in the Americas on the magazine’s website 
(www.americasquarterly.org). From 1997 to 2005, Dr. Sabatini was the Director for Latin America 
and the Caribbean at the National Endowment for Democracy. From 1995 to 1997 he was a 
Diplomacy Fellow with the American Association for the Advancement of Science, working at the 
U.S. Agency for International Development’s Center for Democracy and Governance. He has served 
as an advisor to the World Bank and the U.S. Agency for International Development. He has 
published numerous articles on Latin America, democratization, political parties, and U.S. policy in 
the region. His work includes an article in the March/April edition of Foreign Affairs titled 
“Rethinking Latin America”, and an article on ForeignPolicy.com about regional diplomacy titled 
“The Land of Too Many Summits.” Dr. Sabatini regularly provides interviews for The New York 
Times, The Christian Science Monitor, The Lehrer News Hour, NPR, The Miami Herald, CNN, The 
Washington Post, and CNN en Español, and is a regular contributor to CNN-GPS and to NTN24’s TV 
news program Efecto Naim. He has a Ph.D. in Government from the University of Virginia.  

Julissa Reynoso, Partner Chadbourne & Parke; Committee Member Cyrus R. Vance 
Center for International Justice 

Julissa Reynoso is the former United States Ambassador to Uruguay. Ms. Reynoso also served as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Central American, Caribbean and Cuban Affairs in the US 
Department of State. Prior to joining the US Department of State, Ms. Reynoso practiced at a major 
international law firm, where she specialized in antitrust law, international commercial arbitration 
and international investment arbitration. Ms. Reynoso has extensive policy and legal experience 
throughout Latin America, engaging both as a lawyer in private practice and as a senior US 
diplomat on behalf of the US government. Her legal experience includes analyzing and advising on 
complex cross-border transactions and conducting complex arbitrations under the major 
international rules, including ICC and UNCITRAL, and bilateral investment treaty disputes under 
the Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA). 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ciro Colombara, Partner Rivadeneira, Colombara, Zegers; Director Fundación Pro Bono; 
Member of the Institutionalization Committee Pro Bono Network of the 
Americas 

 
Ciro Colombara is a Partner at Rivadeneira Colombara Zegers in Chile. He specializes in national 
and international complex litigation. He is founder and Board's member of Fundacion Pro Bono 
in Chile and member of Institutionalization Committee of Pro Bono Network of the Americas. 

Enrique Felices,  Partner Miranda & Amado Abogados; President Board of Directors  
                                   Alianza Pro Bono Perú 

Masters of Law, Yale Law School and Lawyer from Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú. Partner 
since the year 2000 with a wide experience in Competition Law, multilateral finance, project and 
infrastructure development finance. Counseled the major provider of Mobile services in a series of 
competition conflicts against their main competitor in the Peruvian market, an important electricity 
company in matters such as competent of the acquisition of a 530MW combined cycle generation 
project, an international provider of medicinal gases in an investigation for alleged restrictive 
practice, an international fast-food franchise in a antimonopoly claim against their main competitor 
in the international market, and various companies of electricity generation in processes or revision 
previous to the merger of the competition. Currently represents the promoter of a 1000 MW 
hydroelectric project. Other clients include Gas Natural (Spain), Duke Energy Egenor International 
and the International Finance Corporation. 

 

Martín Zapiola Guerrico, Partner Zapiola Guerrico & Asociados; Coordinator of                    
                                                     Institutional Relations Comisión de Trabajo Pro Bono e Interés 
                                                     Público del Colegio de Abogados de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires;   

Member of the Institutionalization Committee Pro Bono   
Network of the Americas 

 
Martin is a Senior Partner at, Zapiola Guerrico & Asociados. Practicing lawyer specialized in 
Insurance Law, Civil Liability and Complex Negotiation and Litigation. Founding President of 
Comisión de Trabajo Pro Bono e Interés Público, Colegio de Abogados de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires 
and, currently, is the Coordinator of Institutional Relations. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Francisco Quintana,  Program Director for the Andean, North America and Caribbean 
Region Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) 

Mr. Quintana received his law degree from Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Mexico in 
Mexico City and his LLM from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 
Between 2001 and 2003 Mr. Quintana served as the staff attorney at CEJIL’s office in Costa 
Rica, litigating cases related to Honduras and Panama and providing training to NGOs in 
the Central American region. Between 2004 and 2006, he also served as senior staff 
attorney at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in San Jose.                                                       

 

Daniel Wilkinson, Managing Director, Americas Division Human Rights Watch 

Daniel Wilkinson, managing director of the Americas division at Human Rights Watch, is a 
general expert on Latin America. He has conducted fieldwork and advocacy throughout the 
region, and authored reports on human rights issues in Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, the 
United States, and Venezuela. Wilkinson's writings on US policy toward Latin America have 
been widely published. His book, "Silence on the Mountain: Stories of Terror, Betrayal, and 
Forgetting in Guatemala," won the PEN/Albrand Award for nonfiction. Wilkinson is a 
graduate of Harvard College and Yale Law School. He speaks Spanish.  

 

 
 

 
                                                       

 

Ligia Bolivar, Human Rights Center, Andres Bello Catholic University Director 
 
Ms. Bolivar is a professor of Human Rights at Venezuela's Andres Bello Catholic University, 
where she currently serves as Director of the Human Rights Center. She is also the founder 
of the Venezuelan Program on Education and Action on Human Rights (PROVEA). 
Previously, she served as President of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), a 
member of the International Executive Committee of Amnesty International, a member of 
the International Council on Human Rights Studies, and a trustee of the Voluntary Fund of 
the United Nations Technical Cooperation. She also serves as a Visiting Professor of Human 
Rights in universities across Latin America and Europe. 
                                            

 

Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Assistant Executive Secretary Inter-American Commission of   
Human Rights 

Elizabeth Abi-Mershed is the Assistant Executive Secretary of the IACHR. A United States 
citizen, she is the Commission's Legal Director, in charge of coordinating and supervising 
the preparation of all reports on cases and thematic and country reports. She also 
coordinates the work of the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Women, as well as 
the specialized group that litigates cases before the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights. She has worked at the IACHR since 1992 and has held the post of Assistant 
Executive Secretary since 2007. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed studied law at American 
University's Washington College of Law and did her postgraduate studies in international 
and comparative law at Georgetown University. 

                           

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Arturo Alessandri C, President of the Chilean Bar Association; Partner Alessandri 

Arturo Alessandri C., managing partner of Alessandri, has focused his practice on foreign 
investments, mergers and acquisitions, as well as on project financing, concessions and 
arbitration. He is also advisor to a wide portfolio of foreign companies in different 
industries as a foreign corporation agent as well to local and international business 
entrepreneurs. He is the chairman and director of different corporations and non-profit 
organizations. 
Following family tradition, Arturo Alessandri has also performed civil service, firstly as a 
Counsel to the National Planning Office (ODEPLAN) of the Presidency of the Republic, from 
1979 to 1983. Later, between 1992 and 1996, was elected Town Councilor to the 
Municipality of Santiago. 
He has been a professor at the Universidad de Chile International Studies Institute and 
School of Business Administration. 
He is currently President of the Chilean Bar Association (2015-2017) and was Vice-
President between 211-2014. He is the head of its International Relations Committee. He 
has participated as a speaker and panelist in numerous conferences held by the national 
and international Bar associations he is a member of. 
Since 1989, Arturo Alessandri has been an active member of the International bar 
Association (IBA), and has been a permanent delegate of the Chilean Bar Association before 
its General Board since 2001. 
He is a member of the Mediation and Arbitration Center of the Santiago Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 

Dr. Horacio Bernardes Neto, Partner - Motta, Fernandes Rocha Advogados 
 
Professional Memberships: 
 
Secretary-General – International Bar Association - 
Council Member, OAB/SP - São Paulo Bar Association - 
Member, Management Board, IBA – International Bar Association - 
Member, International Relations Commission, Federal Council, OAB - Brazilian Bar 
Association -   
Member, Legal Council (CONJUR), FIESP – Federação das Indústrias do Estado de São Paulo-  
Council Member, ACSP - Associação Comercial do Estado de São Paulo  
Council Member, ESA – Escola Superior de Advocacia  
Council Member, Pinacoteca do Estado de São Paulo  
Former President (2003-2006) and Executive Officer, CESA - Centre of Studies of the 
Brazilian Law Firms 
Member DAV – German Bar Association - 
Former President (1994-1995) and Honorary President, AIJA – Association Internationale 
des Jeunes Avocats 
Member, IASP – São Paulo Lawyers Institute  
Member, AASP – São Paulo Lawyers Association  
Member, DBJV – Brazil-Germany Jurists Association  
Member, SEJUBRA – Brazil-Germany Legal Studies Society 
 
LANGUAGES: Portuguese, English, German, French, Spanish, Italian  

  

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Óscar Cruz Barney, Partner Cruz Abogados, S.C. & former President Ilustre y Nacional   
Colegio de Abogados de México 

 
Attorney at Law at the Iberoamericana University. Doctor in Law at the Panamericana University, both 
in Mexico City. Attorney in Law by the Ministry of Culture of Spain. Diploma of U.S. Law from the 
University of California. International Trade Advisor. International Trade Law Professor and researcher 
at the Juridical Research Institute of Mexico’s National University (UNAM). Author of a number of books 
and articles on international trade, advocacy and law history.   
He has been awarded by the Ministry of Justice and by the National Counsel of Spanish Advocacy in 
Spain. He has been distinguished by the Bar Associations of Madrid, Seville, Oviedo, Valencia, Zaragoza 
and Veracruz.                                                                                                                                           
Former President of the Illustrious & National Bar Association of Mexican Lawyers, Founded in 1760. 
Member of the Madrid Bar Association in Spain.                                                                                                   
Member of the Mexican Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation and of the International Custom Law 
Academy.                                                                                                                                                             
Member of the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence and Legislation of Madrid and of the Academy of 
Jurisprudence of Colombia. 
Senator of the Iberoamerican Union of Lawyers Associations. Former Regional Secretary of the Union 
Internationale Des Avocats. 
Partner at Cruz Abogados, S.C. law firm in Mexico City. 
 

Evan A. Davis, Senior Counsel Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton; Emeritus Committee 
Member Cyrus R. Vance Center for International Justice 

 
Evan A. Davis is senior counsel at Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP, based in the New York office. 
His practice focuses on litigation and other forms of international and domestic dispute resolution. He 
has handled complex securities, merger and acquisition, contract disputes, art and museum restitution 
law, and insurance coverage litigations. He has extensive arbitration and mediation experience in 
complex domestic and international commercial cases as a party-appointed arbitrator, an arbitration 
tribunal chair, a mediator and an advocate in arbitration and mediation. 
Mr. Davis is a recognized authority on New York law and has argued frequently in the New York Court 
of Appeals, the State’s highest court.  He has also provided expert opinions on matters of professional 
ethics. He served as President of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York from May 2000 
through May 2002, and as Vice Chair of the Trustees of Columbia University, where he also chaired the 
Finance Committee.  Mr. Davis began work at the Firm in 1975 and became a partner in 1978. In 
September 1985, he left the Firm to serve as Counsel to New York State Governor Mario M. Cuomo, 
rejoining the Firm in February 1991. Mr. Davis became senior counsel at the Firm in July 2012. 
Mr. Davis clerked for Justice Potter Stewart of the Supreme Court of the United States and Judge Harold 
Leventhal of the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. 
Mr. Davis received a J.D. degree, magna cum laude, from Columbia Law School, where he was Editor-in-
Chief of the Columbia Law Review, and an undergraduate degree, cum laude, from Harvard College. He 
is a member of the Bar of New York. 
Mr. Davis is a member of the American Law Institute, and the board of Governors of the Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute in Hyde Park, New York. He is a Director of the Center for Family 
Representation and Episcopal Charities, a Trustee of The Spence School where he heads the Admissions 
Committee and is a member of the Advisory Council of New York Common Cause and the Advisory 
Board of Disability Rights Advocates. He is a Warden of Trinity Church Wall Street. He formerly chaired 
the American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Public Education and its Commission on Youth 
Education for Citizenship. 

Flavia Regina de Souza Oliveira, Partner Mattos Filho 

Flavia has worked extensively in matters related to exempt organizations and corporate social 
responsibility. Flavia pioneered pro bono work at Mattos Filho and has headed the non-profit and 
tax exempt practice in the Firm since 2000. She regularly lectures on the legal aspects of NGOs and 
social business at the extension program at Fundação Getúlio Vargas. She is the Latin American 
Liaison Officer of the Pro Bono Committee of the International Bar Association.  
Degree: School of Law at the University of São Paulo, 1994; Specialist in Tax Law at the Catholic 
University of São Paulo, 1999; Postgraduate in The Nonprofit Sector Administration of Getúlio 
Vargas Foundation, 2000; Postgraduate in Corporate Social Responsibility of Getúlio Vargas 
Foundation, 2004. Master’s Degree in Public Administration of Getúlio Vargas Foundation, 2012.                    
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Ruti Smithline,  Partner Morrison Foerster, Committee Member Cyrus R. Vance Center 
for International Justice 

 
Ruti Smithline is a partner in the Securities Litigation, Enforcement, and White-Collar 
Criminal Defense Group. Her practice focuses on complex litigation, with an emphasis on 
white-collar criminal defense, SEC enforcement, securities litigation, and corporate 
internal investigations. 
Ms. Smithline is a member of the firm’s FCPA + Anti-Corruption Task Force. She regularly 
advises clients on cross-border investigations, global compliance programs and anti-
corruption due diligence for acquisitions, joint ventures, and private equity transactions. 
Ms. Smithline has represented individual and corporate defendants in cross-border 
criminal investigations, SEC enforcement matters, and other regulatory proceedings, 
including matters related to trade sanctions and anti-money laundering. She has 
experience conducting corporate internal investigations both domestically and 
internationally, often advising clients on remedial measures responsive to the issues 
investigated. 
Ms. Smithline was born and raised in Colombia and is fluent in Spanish. She has 
conducted investigations, seminars and anti-corruption training in Spanish throughout 
Central and South America. 
Ms. Smithline was selected by Global Investigations Review as one of 40 of the world’s 
leading investigations lawyers under the age of 40. She was also selected to the 2014 and 
2015 New York Metro Rising Stars list by Super Lawyers based on peer recognition and 
professional achievement. 
Ms. Smithline received her J.D. from The George Washington University School of Law, 
where she graduated with honors and as a member of the Order of the Coif. She received 
her B.A. degree, cum laude, from Cornell University. She is admitted to practice law in 
New York and New Jersey. 
 

Marcia Tavares Maack, Assistant Director of Pro Bono Activities for Mayer Brown; 
Committee Member Cyrus R. Vance Center for International 
Justice 

 
Marcia Tavares Maack is the Assistant Director of Pro Bono Activities for Mayer Brown LLP. In 
conjunction with Marc Kadish, the firm’s Director of Pro Bono Activities and Litigation Training, 
and Julie Dickins, the Pro Bono Partner in charge of Europe, Marcia is responsible for coordinating 
the firm’s pro bono program. 
Marcia acts as a liaison to the legal services and nonprofit community, develops and selects pro 
bono opportunities, and ensures a broad range of participation in the firm’s pro bono activities.  
She also assists and supervises the firm’s attorneys with their pro bono cases. 
Marcia's pro bono work is concentrated in the areas of international human rights, asylum, and 
refugee matters. In addition to numerous other projects, she developed and implemented the 
firm’s partnership with The List Project to Resettle Iraqi Allies, an organization that helps Iraqi 
refugees whose lives are at risk because of their affiliation with the US Government’s military and 
reconstruction effort in Iraq.  Mayer Brown was honored with a 2008 National Law Journal Pro 
Bono Award for its work with The List Project. 
Marcia is a member of the board of directors of the Cyrus R. Vance Center for International Justice 
and sits on the Pro Bono and Legal Services Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of 
New York. She also is a member of the Association of Pro Bono Counsel. She has been a speaker at 
public interest and pro bono conferences in Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica and Peru, in 
addition to the Pro Bono Institute annual conference and the ABA Equal Justice Conference. She is 
fluent in Portuguese and conversant in Spanish. 
Before becoming the firm’s Assistant Director of Pro Bono Activities, Marcia was a lawyer in Mayer 
Brown’s Litigation & Dispute Resolution practice. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sabrena Silver,  Partner Linklaters; Committee Member Cyrus R. Vance Center for 
International Justice 

Sabrena has 20 years of experience in U.S. domestic and cross-border financing transactions. She 
advises financial institutions and companies on diverse financing matters, including syndicated and 
bilateral loans, letter of credit facilities, hedge fund financings, private banking transactions, debt 
restructurings, loan participations, receivables purchases and non-performing loan transactions. She 
has broad global international experience. In particular, Sabrena has worked extensively in Latin 
America, having worked for more than eight years on matters in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela and other Latin American jurisdictions.  
Sabrena regularly publishes articles on a variety of legal topics and was recognized as a leading 
individual in Banking and Finance in the 2016 edition of Chambers Latin America and a "Rising Star" in 
Banking and Finance in the 2016 edition ofIFLR1000. In 2013 she was included among Latin Lawyer’s 
15 Inspiring Women in international law firms in the Latin American legal profession and was named 
byLatinvex in 2015 as one of Latin America’s Top Female Lawyers.                                   
Sabrena also leads the New York community investment program, including the New York pro bono 
program, and is a member of the Committee of the Vance Center. Among other pro bono projects, 
Sabrena advises B Lab and Sistema B in the promotion of the use of private companies as catalysts of 
social change in the United States, Europe and Latin America. 
 

 

Marie-Claude Jean-Baptiste,  Human Rights and Access to Justice Program Director Cyrus 
R. Vance Center for International Justice 

Marie-Claude Jean-Baptiste joined the Vance Center in October 2012. She leads the Human 
Rights and Access to Justice Program at the Vance Center. In this role, Ms. Jean-Baptiste, 
with support from pro-bono counsels at law firms in the United States and abroad, advises 
clients on projects related to violence against women, housing rights, transitional justice, 
prevention of mass atrocities, accountability for grave human rights violations, rights of 
LGBTI persons, disability rights, and racial discrimination, among others. She engages 
alongside pro bono counsel in legal research and analysis to support international litigation 
and advocacy, legal reform, and capacity building in these areas. Ms. Jean-Baptiste works 
with local and international NGOs and international organizations such as the United 
Nations and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. 
Prior to joining the Vance Center, Ms. Jean-Baptiste worked for four years with the 
International Senior Lawyers Project (ISLP) in New York where, as the Human Rights 
Program Officer, she developed and managed ISLP's program in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. At ISLP, Ms. Jean-Baptiste worked with governments, international 
organizations, and NGOs worldwide providing legal support on human rights and Equitable 
Economic Development projects. These projects included, among others, capacity building 
of local lawyers and government officials, international human rights litigation, human 
rights monitoring, and legislative reform and advocacy. 
Ms. Jean-Baptiste earned a law degree from the George Washington University and degrees 
in International Studies and Political Science from the City College of New York. While in 
Law School, Ms. Jean-Baptiste worked with the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in 
Costa Rica and CEJIL. 
Born and raised in Haiti, Ms. Jean-Baptiste is fluent in Haitian Creole, French, Spanish, and 
Portuguese. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Carlos del Rio, Partner Creel, García - Cuéllar, Aíza y Enríquez, S.C 

Carlos del Rio S. is a partner with Creel, García-Cuéllar, Aíza y Enríquez, S.C. in Mexico City, where he 
specializes in a wide range of merger and acquisition-related matters, including cross-border 
transactions, real estate investments, mergers, spin-offs, divestitures, private equity transactions and 
joint ventures. Mr. del Rio has actively represented various foreign companies and investors in the 
sale or acquisition of their interests and business assets in Mexico, and he also regularly handles 
corporate governance, financings and other related work. In addition, Mr. del Rio offers advice in all 
aspects of corporate and business law relating to the incorporation, operation and maintenance of 
Mexican businesses of domestic and foreign clients operating in various sectors and industries within 
Mexico including by advising, tailoring and negotiating a wide array of civil and commercial contracts. 
Mr. del Rio obtained his law degree (JD) from Universidad Anahuac in 1998 and obtained his LL.M 
degree from Northwestern University School of Law together with a Certificate in Business 
Administration from J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management in 2001. 
Mr. del Rio worked as a Foreign Associate in the Latin American Practice Group of Simpson Thacher & 
Bartlett in New York City from 2001 to 2002, as well as in the Mergers & Acquisitions practice group 
of Cuatrecasas in Madrid from 2003 to 2005. He re-joined Creel, García-Cuéllar, Aíza y Enríquez, S.C. in 
2005. 
Mr. del Rio regularly advises large multinational businesses in their investments in Mexico. He is the 
Mexican legal counsel of large international companies, including but not limited to Grupo 
Inveravante, INVISTA, B.V., Berry Plastics Corporation, Agrinos AS and Norsafe. 

 

 

 Werner F. Ahlers, Partner Sullivan & Cromwell; Committee Member Cyrus R. Vance Center      
for International Justice 

Werner Federico Ahlers is a partner in the Firm’s Mergers & Acquisitions, Project Development and 
Finance and Corporate and Finance Groups, where his experience includes a wide range of cross-
border mergers and acquisitions, corporate, project and asset-backed financings and capital market 
transactions. Mr. Ahlers’ practice is primarily focused on M&A, joint venture, project development and 
finance and private equity transactions in the natural resource, infrastructure and other sectors in 
Latin America. 
Mr. Ahlers is chair of the Inter-American Affairs Committee of the New York City Bar Association and a 
term member of the Council on Foreign Relations. He is a native speaker of Spanish and is proficient in 
Portuguese. 
Mr. Ahlers is regularly recognized in a number of areas, including mergers and acquisitions and 
project finance, by a variety of publications covering the legal landscape, including: Chambers Global, 
Chambers Latin America, The Legal 500 Latin America, The Legal 500 United States, Law360- 
Recognized as a Rising Star for mergers & Acquisitions ( 2015), M&A Advisor- Recognized in “40 Under 
40” ranking of 40 top professionals who have reached a significant level of success in their careers under 
the age of 40 (2015). 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby Asturias, Partner Pacheco Coto Central America; Chair Latin American Council New  
                               York State Bar Association 

With more than 17 years experience, Ms. Asturias’ expertise is in the areas of Corporate and 
Commercial, Labor and Fiscal Law, with emphasis on mergers & acquisitions, foreign investment, 
franchising licensing and Joint Ventures. Prior to joining Pacheco Coto, Ms. Asturias was co-founder, 
partner and president of the Board of Directors of Aczalaw Abogados Centroamericanos Asociados, a 
firm with presence throughout Central America.                                                                                                          
Ms. Asturias has for several years been Chair of the Guatemalan Chapter of the New York State Bar 
Association and since 2012, is Chair of the Leadership Committee of NYSBA’s Latin American Council, of 
which she is co-founder. In 2012, Latin Lawyer and the Vance Center granted her the “Leading Light” 
award. Chambers Latin America and Chambers Global guides have listed her as “leading Lawyer” during 
5 consecutive years (2010-2015), and in 2013, the IFLR 1000 Legal Media Group granted her the 
“Americas Women in Business Law” award. 

 

 

 

Carmen Rosa Villa Quintana, Attorney for the United Nations                                      

 Ms. Villa is a Peruvian attorney and has held various positions in the judiciary and as Prosecutor of the 
Public Ministry of Peru. Ms. Villa earned a Legal Fellow in International Human Rights Law Group (now 
Global Rights) in Washington in 1994 and worked in the lawsuit of cases before the Inter-American 
Human Rights Commission. Since 1995, Ms. Villa has worked with the United Nations in various 
capacities, including in Guatemala, Colombia, Chile and Panama. In Guatemala she was in charge of the 
Project to Strengthening the Public Ministry and Head of National Institutions in the Strengthening 
Section of the Civil Power in the Mission for Verification of Guatemala MINUGUA. In Colombia she 
coordinated the Technical Cooperation Section of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and was later promoted to Joint Director and Acting Director of the OHCHR Office in Colombia. 
She was responsible for the projects for the elaboration of the National Action Plan in Human Rights 
and follow-up of the implementation of recommendations of the High Commissioner to Colombia; the 
execution of projects for strengthening of the Public Prosecutors Office; the Judiciary Superior Council, 
the National Penitentiary Institute, the Ombudsman’s Office and the Attorney General´s Office of the 
Nation. She was awarded the Human Rights Order in the degree of Commander of the Ombudsman’s 
Office of Colombia. Dr. Villa is currently Regional Representative for Central America of the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, based in Panama. 

 

 
Hunter T. Carter, Partner Arent Fox, Committee Member Cyrus R. Vance Center for 

International Justice 

Hunter Thompson Carter is a veteran commercial attorney in New York and Washington, DC. He is a 
member of the bars of New York, Washington, DC and Virginia, as well as the US Supreme Court and 
numerous federal appellate and trial courts. He received his law and undergraduate degrees from the 
University of Virginia, and also studied at the University of Miami Law School and in the ancient 
university town of Angers, France. He was elected to the editorial boards of the University of Miami Law 
Review and the Virginia Journal of International Law. He is fluent in Spanish and French. 
Hunter is a vigorous advocate who has spearheaded complex and difficult cases involving aircraft 
leasing, commercial, corporate and D&O, e-discovery, intellectual property, internal investigation, 
media and entertainment, pharmaceutical distribution, and real estate. He is a trial attorney who is 
prepared to get right into court and try cases to conclusion if need be, having led litigation in federal 
and state trial courts, and to take appeals where necessary, but who is also at home in arbitration, 
mediation, and negotiation, domestically and internationally. He has represented clients in lobbying 
and defending investigations before the US Congress, and litigation and investigations by the 
Department of Justice and Federal Trade Commission (FTC). He is a diligent problem-solver and 
business counselor. 
Hunter is particularly active in international work in Latin America. He was chair of the New York City 
Bar Association Committee on Inter-American Affairs, a member of the New York City Bar Council on 
International Affairs. Hunter writes a blog called Colombia Law & Business Post. He is a co-leader of the 
firm's Colombia Working Group. He is also an active leader of the profession in the field of attorney 
responsibility and legal ethics. He is a member of the New York State Bar Ethics Committee, has chaired 
the ethics committee of the New York Intellectual Property Law Association, and is the New York ethics 
partner for the firm's New York office. 
 

 

 


