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Executive
SUMMARY

THE LATIN AMERICA ANTI-CORRUPTION ASSESSMENT 2021-2022
is the second edition of a regional study for seventeen countries that maps legal efforts to prevent and
combat corruption.

Unlike efforts made by other studies that focus on measuring corruption or the perception of corruption, this
study uses legal practice as a basis for making a diagnosis of legislation, authorities and implementation to
prevent, punish and combat corruption. This document captures the views of anti-corruption practitioners in
various sectors, including law firms, companies, academia, civil society organizations, human rights
defenders, among others.

Using information obtained from members of the Lawyers Council for Civil and Economic Rights, allied law
firms and the legal community of participating countries, the final rating was calculated on a scale of zero
(0) to ten (10), where zero is the lowest rating and ten is the highest rating.
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The lack of political will to fight corruption
has led to non-existent anti-corruption
efforts in countries such as Venezuela, or
such as

to see regressive policies

Guatemala, Honduras or El Salvador.

Many anti-corruption efforts are focused on

penalizing, but not on establishing effective

mechanisms to prevent or report corruption.
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Many anti-corruption

Prevention policies in the public sector,
if they exist, are weak and ineffective.

In most countries, there is no regulation
to establish

mechanisms for

anti-corruption
private-sector
enterprises, and if there are, there are
no gquidelines for compliance and

monitoring.

In half of the countries, there are
insufficient or missing mechanisms for
protecting whistleblowers.

authorities are not

independent and have no capacity
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The mechanisms for appointing
counterparties, prosecutors and judges
are often political, and are not based on

the merit and capacity of individuals.

Anti-corruption authorities do not have

sufficient  financial and  human
resources, training and technology to
prevent and investigate acts of

corruption.

In most  countries,  coordination
mechanisms between authorities do
not exist, are not used, or are

insufficient.

Society organizations need more support for

their anti-corruption efforts
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In some countries, there is no regulatory
framework for civil society participation in
anti-corruption efforts, and the authorities
do not take their initiatives into account.

In some countries, there are formal or

informal  barriers  to  civil society
participation. In Venezuela, Guatemala, El
Salvador and Mexico, there are limits or
acts of repression as a disincentive
mechanism for investigating, discovering

or reporting acts of corruption.

People in poverty and vulnerable conditions are

most affected by corruption

(€]

~'V. cYRUS R. VANCE CENTER
A FOR INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

In no country is there a legislative human
rights approach to fight corruption,
affecting victims of corruption and the
reparation for the violation of human

rights by corruption.

& LAWYERS COUNCIL

\l for CIVIL & ECONOMIC RIGHTS



The recommendations by country and at the regional level are a call for action from the legal community

RECOMMENDATIONS

to meet the challenges mentioned, namely:

v The importance of promoting the v Promoting the regional cooperation of
development and use of technology to the legal community in anti-corruption
prevent corruption. efforts.

v The need for the involvement of the To promote the creation of an Anti-
private sector in each country and at the Corruption rapporteurship within the
regional level in order to promote the Inter-American System of Human Righ.
efforts of the legal community in the
matter of anti-corruption.
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COUNTRY FINAL EGISLATION AUTHORITIE IMPLEMENTATION COUNTRY FINAL £ o1 HORITIE IMPLEMENTATI
SCORE SCORE
® Uruguay 836 | 843 | 833 | 833 Bolivia 550 | 817 | 376 | 517
® Chile 796 | 871 | 750 | 7.83 Dominican | | |
Costa Rica 7.04 | 840 | 667 | 6.17 Republic 545 | 794 | Al7 | 467
® Brozil 670 | 828 | 616 | 583 Panama 461 | 6.20 | 4.00 | 3.83
Argentina 632 | 802 | 542 | 583 Paraguay 453 | 699 | 333 | 36/
Colombia 620 | 872 | 458 | 583 El Salvador 420 | 817 | 223 | 283
® Ecuador 619 | 841 | 517 | 533 Honduras 4.05 | 772 | 2.22 | 2.83
Peru 606 | 925 | 433 | 517 Guatemala 3.54 | 6.00 | 2.22 | 2.83
Mexico 564 | 930 | 350 | 483 ® Venezuela 2.87 | 6.86 | 1.67 | 0.50
LATIN AMERICA
ANTI-CORRUPTION
ASSESSMENT http://bit.ly/LCEAL21
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