Belize

" / \ CYRUS R
= ﬁEEfLIES £. VANCE CENTER
/ 7 FOR INTERNATIONAL
l\ TOGETHER N JusTice




Care for Migrants

/ KEEP

®  FAMILIES
TOGETHER

Belize

Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
US to this country.

Upon arrival in Belize, deportees are processed
by local authorities. The Government of Belize
has emphasized its commitment to ensuring a
dignified return for all citizens, regardless of their
immigration status abroad

Key points include:

=  Criminal Background Checks: Belizean police
monitor deportees with known criminal
records or pending charges. Those with
offenses committed in Belize may face legal
action upon return.

= Reintegration Support: Officials have
expressed hope that returning Belizeans can
become productive members of society.
Reintegration efforts aim to help deportees
contribute to the economy and community

= The Department of Homeland Security
encourages undocumented Belizeans to
initiate voluntary returns via the CBP Home
app. This process may include a US$1,000
exit bonus and avoids the legal and emotional
toll of forced removal.

Belize is not obligated to accept deportees who
are not Belizean citizens. Prime Minister John
Bricefo stated unequivocally, “We are a
sovereign nation, and they cannot force us to
accept people that are not citizens from this
country”.

However, the U.S. and Belize signed a Safe Third
Country agreement for asylum seekers which is
pending approval by the Belize Senate, and
would allow non-Belizean deportees to apply for
asylum in Belize instead of returning to their home
countries. Paraguay, Panama, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, and Honduras have also taken in
deportees. The specifics of the agreement are as

yet unclear, but Belize retains authority to approve

or reject transfers, limit eligibility to certain
nationalities, conduct background checks, etc.
The Belize government has indicated it will
prioritize people with job qualifications who can
participate in the economy.

Sources:

= CBP Home | Homeland Security

= Resources | Ministry of Tourism, Youth,
Sports & Diaspora Relations

= Embassy encourages voluntary exit to avoid
forced returns | Breaking Belize News

= Can Belize Expect Massive Deportation of
Belizeans? | Greater Belize Media

= Belize agrees to host migrants seeking
asylum in US - BBC News

2. Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

Government Support

= Basic Processing & Screening: Upon arrival,
deportees are interviewed by the Belize
Police Department to confirm family
connections and assess social support
structures. Authorities aim to connect
returnees with relevant government services
rather than criminalize them

= Monitoring & Legal Compliance: The police
maintain a roster of deportees and monitor
individuals with pending charges or criminal
history in Belize. There is no formal
reintegration program run by the government,
but officials emphasize humane treatment
and reintegration

= Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program: While
primarily designed for voluntary returnees,
this program offers customs duty exemptions
and assistance for Belizeans returning home.
Deportees can inquire about eligibility for
certain benefits like housing or business
investment support.

Social Assistance & Reintegration

Rehabilitation & Reintegration Program (Belize
Criminal Investigation Bureau):

1. Services include counseling, vocational
training, job placement, and family support.
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https://www.dhs.gov/cbphome
https://tourism.gov.bz/resourcesdru/
https://tourism.gov.bz/resourcesdru/
https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2025/05/24/21-belizeans-deported-from-u-s-embassy-encourages-voluntary-exit-to-avoid-forced-returns/
https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2025/05/24/21-belizeans-deported-from-u-s-embassy-encourages-voluntary-exit-to-avoid-forced-returns/
https://www.greaterbelize.com/can-belize-expect-massive-deportation-of-belizeans/
https://www.greaterbelize.com/can-belize-expect-massive-deportation-of-belizeans/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c07mze191xko
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c07mze191xko
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2. Targets non-violent offenders and individuals
referred by courts or law enforcement.

3. Community involvement through NGOs and
churches to reduce stigma and recidivism.

International Organization for Migration (IOM) &
USAID Programs:

1. Provide emergency assistance, psychosocial
support, English language courses, and
economic integration services.

2. Operate Migrant Centers and Mobile Migrant
Hubs for documentation, education, and
reintegration support, including legal identity
services and consular support directly in rural
communities.

Key Contacts

= UNHCR Belize: Provides humanitarian aid
and coordinates with local NGOs for
protection and integration support.

= Help for Progress & Humana People to
People: Community-based assistance for
basic needs and psychosocial care.

= Belize Police Department Rehabilitation Unit:
For enrollment in reintegration programs.

Sources:

Belize Criminal Investigation Bureau (The Belize
Criminal Investigation Bureau is a part of the
national police force)

Where to find help? - UNHCR Belize (UN
Refugee Agency in Belize, protecting the rights of
refugees and providing assistance and support to
their local integration.)

Help for Progress — Help for Progress, Belize

Home | HPPBZ (Humana People to People
Belize , providing support for documentation
assistance)

Belize | International Organization for Migration
(IOM)

IOM - Belize Mobile Migrant Hubs Infosheet

Belize Signs Safe Third Country Agreement With
United States — Government of Belize Press
Office

Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program | bze-
dc (Embassy of Belize)

Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program |
belizeconsulflorida (Belize Consulate in Florida,

providing summary of the program and helpful
application guidelines).

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

No Dedicated National Program: Most
reintegration support comes from NGOs and
international agencies. While officials
acknowledge the need for reintegration planning,
there is no comprehensive policy addressing
housing, employment, or mental health for
deportees.

= Housing: No dedicated shelters or transitional
housing for deportees. Many returnees face
homelessness or unstable living conditions

= Employment: There are no government-
funded job placement programs for
deportees. NGOs provide some vocational
training, but coverage is minimal and
inconsistent.

Support from NGOs like Help for Progress and
Humana People to People Belize is ad hoc and
donor-dependent, leaving gaps when funding
runs out.

Sources:

Belize | The Global Compact on Refugees |
UNHCR

Explainers-2022-merged.pdf

Government Criticized for Failing to Support
Recently Deported Belizeans — Love FM Belize
News & Music Power (Radio FM webpage)

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

Government Initiatives

1. Reintegration Support through the Ministry of
Human Development, Families & Indigenous
Peoples’ Affairs

= Program: Reintegration and Rehabilitation
Services for Deportees
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https://sites.google.com/epy.edu.bz/tyrone-smith-wilfor-green/home
https://help.unhcr.org/belize/en/where-to-find-help-2/
https://www.helpforprogressbz.org/
https://www.humana-belize.org/
https://www.iom.int/countries/belize
https://www.iom.int/resources/mobile-migrant-hubs-0
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/belize-signs-safe-third-country-agreement-with-united-states/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/belize-signs-safe-third-country-agreement-with-united-states/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/belize-signs-safe-third-country-agreement-with-united-states/
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/belizediaspora
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/belizediaspora
https://www.belizeconsulatefla.com/copy-of-retire-return-to-belize
https://www.belizeconsulatefla.com/copy-of-retire-return-to-belize
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/gcr-action/countries/belize
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/gcr-action/countries/belize
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Explainers-2022-merged.pdf
https://lovefm.com/government-criticized-for-failing-to-support-recently-deported-belizeans/
https://lovefm.com/government-criticized-for-failing-to-support-recently-deported-belizeans/
https://lovefm.com/government-criticized-for-failing-to-support-recently-deported-belizeans/

Care for Migrants

= Focus: Provides counseling, job
placement assistance, and social services
for individuals returning after deportation.

= Documentation: Referenced in the
National Social Protection Strateqy
(2023), which outlines reintegration as a
priority for vulnerable populations.

2. Belize Crime Observatory & Community

Rehabilitation Department

=  Program: Community Rehabilitation and
Reintegration Program

= Focus: Targets deported individuals with
criminal records, offering psychosocial
support and vocational training.

= Official Source: Annual Report Archives -
Ministry of Home Affairs & New Growth
Industries - Ministry of Home Affairs &
New Growth Industries.

Civil Society Efforts

1.

Belize Youth Challenge Program

=  Operated by: NGOs in partnership with
government agencies.

= Focus: Skills training and mentorship for
young deportees to reduce recidivism and
promote economic independence.

= Documentation: Program details appear
in the UNICEF Belize Strateqy for
Adolescent Development and
Participation (ADAP) in Belize.

=  #PlanBelize Mid-Term Development
Strateqy (2022 - 2026)

Faith-Based Organizations
= Example: Restore Belize Initiative

= Focus: Provides housing assistance,
counseling, and community reintegration
for deported individuals.

=  Official Source: Restore Belize Annual
Report 2023.

Key Features Across Programs

Vocational Training: Carpentry, agriculture,
and ICT skills.

Psychosocial Support: Counseling and
substance abuse programs.

Community Reintegration: Housing
assistance and family reunification services.
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More relevant sources:

Min-of-Econimic-Development-ATR-2023-
2024-.pdf

Min-of-Home-Affairs-New-Growth-Ind.-ATR-
2023-2024.pdf

National-chapter-Belize.pdf

National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

National Laws and Policies Regulating Reception
and Reintegration of Deported Persons in Belize

Legal Framework

Immigration Act (Cap. 156) and Immigration
(Amendment) Act, 2023: Governs entry,
removal, and repatriation of Belizean
nationals and foreign persons. Provides
procedures for verification of nationality and
documentation during repatriation.

Immigration Ordinance of 1958: Historical
basis for current immigration law; defines
terms like ‘immigrant’, ‘emigrant’, and
procedures for entry and departure.

Government Programs

Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program:
Administered by the Ministry of Tourism and
Diaspora Relations. Offers customs duty
exemptions and support for Belizeans
returning home, including deportees, who
have resided outside of Belize for at least 10
consecutive years. The program prioritizes
those who have funds to invest in their
community or have a re-occuring pension or
income.

National Social Protection Strategy: Includes
housing, vocational training, and livelihood
support for vulnerable groups, which can
include deportees.

MIRPS National Action Plan: Focused on
protection and solutions for displaced
persons; includes commitments on jobs,
education, and reintegration.

Operational Practices

Government statements confirm readiness to
receive deported nationals and monitor those
with criminal records.
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https://mptf.undp.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023-12/belize_final_joint_programme_document_psids_blz_updated_in_2023_redacted.pdf
https://mptf.undp.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023-12/belize_final_joint_programme_document_psids_blz_updated_in_2023_redacted.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.bz/category/annual-report/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.bz/category/annual-report/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.bz/category/annual-report/
https://www.unicef.org/belize/media/4401/file/UNICEF%20Belize%20Adolescent%20Development%20Strategy%202024-2026%20.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/belize/media/4401/file/UNICEF%20Belize%20Adolescent%20Development%20Strategy%202024-2026%20.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/belize/media/4401/file/UNICEF%20Belize%20Adolescent%20Development%20Strategy%202024-2026%20.pdf
https://met.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Belize-Med-Term-Dev-Stategy-Action-Plan-2022-to-2025.pdf
https://met.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Belize-Med-Term-Dev-Stategy-Action-Plan-2022-to-2025.pdf
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Min-of-Econimic-Development-ATR-2023-2024-.pdf
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Min-of-Econimic-Development-ATR-2023-2024-.pdf
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Min-of-Home-Affairs-New-Growth-Ind.-ATR-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Min-of-Home-Affairs-New-Growth-Ind.-ATR-2023-2024.pdf
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/National-chapter-Belize.pdf
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= Coordination between Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Immigration Department, and Police
for verification and processing of returnees.

= Plans under discussion for reintegration
support, including housing and vocational
training initiatives.

Sources:

= Immigration Amendment Act 2023 — National
Assembly (PDF)

= Belize: Immigration Ordinance of 1958 |
Refworld

= Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program
Guidelines (PDF):

= Belize Embassy USA — Diaspora Program

= Social protection | UNICEF Belize

= MIRPS Explainers PDF: Explainers-2022-
merged.pdf

=  Greater Belize Media — Plan for Accepting
Deportees: What'’s the Plan for Accepting
Deported Belizeans? | Greater Belize Media

= San Pedro Sun — Deportation Policy Impact:
Hundreds of Belizeans to be affected by new
U.S. Deportation Policy - The San Pedro Sun

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

There are no Belize laws/regulations that give
deported people unique, enforceable rights to
health care, jobs, and schooling beyond those
rights already afforded them as Belizeans.

Deportees fall under the same general systems
(public hospitals with fees removed; NHI; labour
protections; education laws) available to
citizens/residents, but nothing in law provides
additional or special protections.

Legal Protections for Deported Persons in Belize:
Health, Housing, Employment, and Education

Note: The protections described apply to all
Belizean citizens and are not specific to deported
persons. Deported individuals who are Belizean
nationals benefit from these rights by virtue of
their citizenship, as there are no separate legal

provisions granting additional protections based
solely on deportee status.

Constitutional Protections

= Belize Constitution guarantees the right to
work and protection from discrimination in
employment (Part Il, Sections 15 & 16).

= Right to education and health on the basis of
equality (Preamble and social justice
principles).

= Protection from discrimination on grounds of
race, origin, political opinion, creed, sex, or
disability.

Health Protections

= Public Health Act (1981): Ensures sanitation,
disease control, and public health campaigns.

= Health Insurance Act (2019): Regulates
health insurance schemes, including the
Belize Health Insurance Scheme (BHIS).

= Government Policy: Removal of fees in public
hospitals (2023) to guarantee universal
healthcare access.

Housing and Social Protection

= Social Protection Strategy: Programs like
BOOST provide cash transfers to vulnerable
families, including deportees.

= UNICEF & SDG Initiatives: Strengthen
housing and social safety nets for vulnerable
groups under the National Social Protection
Strategy.

Employment Rights

= Labour Act (Cap. 297): Guarantees fair
wages, safe working conditions, and
protection against discrimination.

= Minimum Wage: BZD $5.00/hour (effective
January 2025).

= Equal Opportunities Bill (Draft): Seeks to
prohibit discrimination in employment,
housing, and access to services.

Education Rights

= Constitution and national policies guarantee
free primary education and equal access to
schooling.

= Social programs include subsidies for
secondary education and vocational training
for vulnerable groups, including deportees.
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https://immigration-amendment-bill-2023.pdf/
https://immigration-amendment-bill-2023.pdf/
https://www.refworld.org/legal/decreees/natlegbod/1958/en/20260
https://www.refworld.org/legal/decreees/natlegbod/1958/en/20260
https://belizediaspora.bz/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Application-and-Guidelines-for-Diaspora-Returnee-Incentive-Program-Revised.pdf
https://belizediaspora.bz/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Application-and-Guidelines-for-Diaspora-Returnee-Incentive-Program-Revised.pdf
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/belizediaspora
https://www.unicef.org/belize/social-protection
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Explainers-2022-merged.pdf
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Explainers-2022-merged.pdf
https://www.greaterbelize.com/whats-the-plan-for-accepting-deported-belizeans/
https://www.greaterbelize.com/whats-the-plan-for-accepting-deported-belizeans/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/02/08/hundreds-of-belizeans-to-be-affected-by-new-u-s-deportation-policy/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/02/08/hundreds-of-belizeans-to-be-affected-by-new-u-s-deportation-policy/
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Sources:

Belize Constitution

Government of Belize Removes Fees in
Public Hospitals, Promoting Universal
Healthcare Access — Government of Belize
Press Office

Labour Act (PDF)

Social protection | UNICEF Belize

MIRPS National Action Plan — Education
Commitments

Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

Detention and Review Procedures for Deported
Persons upon Arrival in Belize

Are Deported Persons Subject to Detention or
Review?

Belizean nationals deported from abroad are
not classified as prohibited immigrants under
the Immigration Act. They are admitted but
may be screened by police for outstanding
local charges or security concerns.

Foreign nationals (i.e. non-Belizean) deported
from Belize or arriving to Belize without
proper authorization can be detained under
the Immigration Act (Cap. 156) as ‘prohibited
immigrants’. Immigration officers may seek a
court order for removal and detain the person
until removal is possible (Art. 30). However,
Belize may provide asylum to non-Belizeans
deported from the U.S. subject to the “safe
third country” agreement signed with the U.S.

Legal Requirements and Procedures

Immigration Act (Cap. 156):

= Art. 24 — Entering Belize outside an
approved entry point or failing to present
to an immigration officer is an offense.

= Art. 28 — Detained persons must be
informed of grounds for detention and
have the right to appeal to a summary
jurisdiction court.

= Art. 30 — Immigration officers can detain
prohibited immigrants (non-Belizeans)
pending removal.
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Penalties: Fine up to BZ$5,000 or
imprisonment up to two years for illegal entry
or related offenses.

Border Control Protocols: Immigration officers
conduct enhanced screening for inadmissible
persons, including checks for criminal
records, health certificates, and financial
stability. Failure to meet entry requirements
results in immediate refusal or detention.

Arrival Procedures for Belizeans: Deportees
typically arrive on commercial or chartered
flights. Upon arrival, they are processed by
immigration and often escorted to police
stations for verification if they have pending
local charges.

Relevant Laws and Protocols

Immigration Act (Cap. 156) and amendments
(No. 28 of 2020).

Immigration Ordinance of 1958 (historical
basis).

Border Management and Immigration
Services protocols for entry screening.

Sources:

Immigration Act & Amendments - Act No. 28

Belize: Immigration Ordinance of 1958 |
Refworld

Global Detention Project — Belize Profile
(PDF)

Border Screening Protocols: Belize
immigration increases screening at borders
for ‘inadmissible’ entries - The San Pedro Sun

Arrival Procedures for Deportees: 21
Belizeans deported home from the U.S. |
Amandala Newspaper

US and Belize sign ‘safe third country’
agreement for asylum seekers | Donald
Trump News | Al Jazeera

Belize
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https://www.oas.org/dil/Constitution_of_Belize.pdf
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/government-of-belize-removes-fees-in-public-hospitals-promoting-universal-healthcare-access/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/government-of-belize-removes-fees-in-public-hospitals-promoting-universal-healthcare-access/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/government-of-belize-removes-fees-in-public-hospitals-promoting-universal-healthcare-access/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/government-of-belize-removes-fees-in-public-hospitals-promoting-universal-healthcare-access/
https://www.ruraltransformation.gov.bz/docs/39/Labour_Act.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/belize/social-protection
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Explainers-2022-merged.pdf
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Explainers-2022-merged.pdf
https://www.nationalassembly.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Act-No.-28-of-2020-Immigration-Bill.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/legal/decreees/natlegbod/1958/en/20260
https://www.refworld.org/legal/decreees/natlegbod/1958/en/20260
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/belize.pdf
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/05/03/belize-immigration-increases-screening-at-borders-for-inadmissible-entries/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/05/03/belize-immigration-increases-screening-at-borders-for-inadmissible-entries/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/05/03/belize-immigration-increases-screening-at-borders-for-inadmissible-entries/
https://amandala.com.bz/news/21-belizeans-deported-home-from-the-u-s/
https://amandala.com.bz/news/21-belizeans-deported-home-from-the-u-s/
https://amandala.com.bz/news/21-belizeans-deported-home-from-the-u-s/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/21/us-and-belize-sign-safe-third-country-agreement-for-asylum-seekers
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/21/us-and-belize-sign-safe-third-country-agreement-for-asylum-seekers
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/21/us-and-belize-sign-safe-third-country-agreement-for-asylum-seekers
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8.

Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

Legal Processes for Deported Persons to
Recover or Renew National Identity Documents in
Belize

Legal Framework and Authorities

Vital Statistics Unit (Attorney General’s
Ministry): Issues birth, death, and marriage
certificates under the Registration of Births
and Deaths Act (Cap. 157).

Social Security Board (SSB): Issues Social
Security cards, a primary national ID for
Belizeans.

Ministry of Immigration & Nationality Services:
Handles passports, nationality certificates,
and residence permits.

National ID Initiative: Biometric-based system
under the Ministry of E-Governance, expected
to unify identity verification by 2028.

Processes for Document Recovery or Renewal

1.

Birth Certificate (Vital Statistics Unit)

= Apply in person at Vital Statistics offices
or district outposts.

= Must bring:
= Completed application form, and

= valid photo ID (passport or Belizean
Social Security card).

» Fees: Standard $4 BZD; expedited
options available (same-day $30 BZD).

= Legal basis: Registration of Births and
Deaths Act (Cap. 157).

Social Security Card (SSB) - Replacement or
Renewal Replacement or Renewal

= Born Belizeans:

=  Must bring a Belizean passport or
birth certificate or adoption certificate
AND valid photo ID.

= |f you do not have a scanned image
of your birth certificate in the SSB
registration database, you do not
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need to provide the birth certificate
provided that:

= The birth is registered and
recorded at the Belize Birth
Registry, and

= The registered name and date of
birth match at the SSB and the
Belize Birth Registry.

=  Any change of name or date of birth
must be authenticated with evidence
of a legal change.

=  Online renewal is available via SSB
Portal.

Naturalized Belizeans:

= Must bring one of the following
documents:

= Belize Passport, OR

= Belize National Security
Certificate with photo, OR

= Belize National Security
Certificate without photo AND a
valid photo ID.

Belize Permanent Resident
= Must bring:

= Birth Certificate OR Adoption
Certificate, AND

= Belize Permanent Residence
Card OR passport with Belize
Permanent Resident stamp (an
expired passport is acceptable).

Temporary Resident of Belize

= Must bring valid passport AND valid
permits, cards, or stamps such as:

= Condition Stamp; OR
= Dependent Permit; OR

= Definite Entry of Stay “Right to
Work” Stamp affixed on one of
the passport pages; OR

= Refugee Card; OR
=  Student Permit; OR

= Special Permit with Condition
Stamp; OR

Belize
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https://www.agm.gov.bz/services/associated-registries/vital-statistics-unit#:~:text=Applications%20for%20birth%2C%20death%20and,a%20Belizean%20Social%20Security%20card).
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/card-replacement/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/card-replacement/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/my-ssb/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/my-ssb/
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=  Temporary Employment Permit;
OR

= Temporary Residence Permit.
= Acceptable Photo IDs include:
= Belize Passport

= Passport from naturalized country or
country of origin;

= Belize Voter’s ID card (with color
photo)

= Driver’s License

* National Identity Card (for foreign
national)

=  Social Security Card

=  For dependent children under 18
only: Belize primary, secondary, or
tertiary school student ID issued in
Belize

= If unable to provide a valid photo ID,
the applicant can use a recent 2x2in
color photo with an active Justice of
the Peace declaration and bearing
the Justice of the Peace’s name,
signature, and stamp.

= Social Security Card (SSB) - First Time
registration

= Applicants may register themselves and
dependent spouse/children with SSB by
providing the appropriate documents.

= Parents must apply for registration of
dependent children under 14 and provide
their valid photo ID. A legal guardian must
provide a court order showing legal
guardianship.

=  Any document not in English or Spanish
must be accompanied by a certified
English translation (the University of
Belize Language Center has resources).

= Passport Renewal (Ministry of Immigration)

Applicants may apply for first-time, replacement,
or renew passports by bringing original AND
copies of the below documents. Any non-English
documents must be accompanied by certified
translations.

Where to apply: Applicants may apply at any
Immigration Office in Belize, or any Belizean

diplomatic or consular mission. It is recommended
to make an appointment to apply for a passport.

= Forthose over 16 years old:

= Provide proof of Belizean nationality (birth
certificate or nationality certificate, valid
ID); and

= If there has been any change of name,
legal documents authenticating the name
change should be provided.

= Passport photo (taken within past 6
months, 2x2in, with head size a minimum
70% and maximum 80% of photo, open
eyes, closed mouth, no glasses, no
smiling, in color, with a white
background);

= Belize e-Passport Application completed
form, dated and signed; and

= Passport Fee (BZ$200.00)
= For those under 16 years old:

= Child’s birth certificate and evidence of
citizenship (original document and
copies), and

= Parent or legal guardian’s valid photo ID;
and

= [fapplicable - evidence of court orders to
establish guardianship for legal
guardians; and

= Child’s passport photo (taken within past
6 months, 2x2in, with head size a
minimum 70% and maximum 80% of
photo, open eyes, closed mouth, no
glasses, no smiling, in color, with a white
background); and

=  Application completed on child’s behalf;
and

= If the child is under 10 years old, the form
should be signed and dated by the parent
or legal guardian.

= If the child is over 10 years old, the form
should be signed and dated by the child

= Passport Fee (BZ$150.00)

It generally takes 3 weeks for a passport to be
ready. You must present a photo ID and auxiliary
receipt (which you receive at your passport
appointment) to collect the passport.

Belize
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https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/registration-documents/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/registration-documents/
https://immigration.gov.bz/passport/passport-adult-application/#:~:text=For%20the%20submission%20of%20a,with%20your%20photo%20and%20signature.
https://immigration.gov.bz/passport/passport-where-to-apply/
https://immigration.gov.bz/passport/passport-forms/
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Expedited services of 24 hours are available for
an additional fee, but are only available at the
Belmopan Headquarters office. The expedited fee
is an additional BS$300.00.

National ID (Biometric System) (in progress):

Belize’s Cabinet has approved a countrywide
rollout of a biometrics-based national ID system
within the next 3 years. Enrollment will require
existing identity documents (birth certificate,
Social Security card, or passport).

The rollout was announced July 2025; legislation
under review for implementation.

Sources:

= Vital Statistics Unit Services: The Attorney
General’s Ministry of Belize - The AGM

= Vital Statistics Forms: Vital Statistics Forms |
bze-dc

= Social Security Card Replacement: Card
Replacement or Renewal - Social Security
Board, Belize

= SSB Portal: My Social Security Self-Service
Portal - Social Security Board, Belize

= Immigration Department: Belize — Official
Immigration Website

= Passport Photo Specifications — Belize

= Passport Adult Application — Belize

= Passport Child Application — Belize

= National ID Initiative Details: Government
Launches New Biometric National ID Initiative
- The San Pedro Sun

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Legal Status and Procedures for Deported
Persons in Belize

Legal Status of Deported Persons

Belizean nationals deported from other countries
retain their citizenship and are admitted into
Belize. They are not considered prohibited
immigrants under the Immigration Act. But foreign
nationals deported from Belize are classified as
prohibited immigrants and may face removal

orders, detention, and penalties under the
Immigration Act (Cap. 156).

Administrative and Judicial Procedures

= Immigration officers can request a court order
for removal of a prohibited immigrant
(Immigration Act, Art. 30).

= Detention is allowed until removal is possible,
with fines up to BZ$5,000 and/or
imprisonment up to two years for immigration
offenses.

= Persons detained must be informed of the
grounds for detention and have the right to
appeal to a summary jurisdiction court (Art.
28).

= Recent jurisprudence includes Magistrate
Court rulings on illegal entry and deportation
orders (Sept. 2025).

Applicable Laws and Jurisprudence

= Immigration Act (Cap. 156) and amendments
(e.g., Immigration Amendment Act No. 28 of
2020). Immigration Ordinance of 1958
(historical basis for current law).

= Magistrate Court rulings on illegal entry and
deportation orders (Sept. 2025).

Reintegration Policies for Belizean Nationals

Belizean authorities, including the Police
Department and social services, provide
screening and limited reintegration support for
nationals deported from abroad. This includes
monitoring individuals with prior criminal records
and offering assistance for social reintegration, as
highlighted in official statements by the
Commissioner of Police (May 2025).

Sources:

= Immigration Act & Amendments (National
Assembly PDF

= Belize: Immigration Ordinance of 1958 |
Refworld

= Global Detention Project — Belize Immigration

Profile (PDF)

= Four Immigrants Convicted of lllegal Entry
and Set for Deportation — Love FM Belize
News & Music Power

Belize
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https://www.biometricupdate.com/202507/belize-cabinet-approves-national-digital-id-roll-out#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20national%20ID%20is%20a,be%20linked%20to%20the%20card.
https://www.agm.gov.bz/services/associated-registries/vital-statistics-unit
https://www.agm.gov.bz/services/associated-registries/vital-statistics-unit
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/vital-statistics-forms
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/vital-statistics-forms
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/card-replacement/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/card-replacement/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/card-replacement/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/my-ssb/
https://www.socialsecurity.org.bz/my-ssb/
https://immigration.gov.bz/
https://immigration.gov.bz/
https://immigration.gov.bz/passport/passport-photo-requirements/
https://immigration.gov.bz/passport/passport-adult-application/
https://immigration.gov.bz/passport/passport-child-application/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/07/25/government-launches-new-biometric-national-id-initiative/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/07/25/government-launches-new-biometric-national-id-initiative/
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2025/07/25/government-launches-new-biometric-national-id-initiative/
https://www.nationalassembly.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Act-No.-28-of-2020-Immigration-Bill.pdf
https://www.nationalassembly.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Act-No.-28-of-2020-Immigration-Bill.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/legal/decreees/natlegbod/1958/en/20260
https://www.refworld.org/legal/decreees/natlegbod/1958/en/20260
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/belize.pdf
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/belize.pdf
https://lovefm.com/four-immigrants-convicted-of-illegal-entry-and-set-for-deportation/
https://lovefm.com/four-immigrants-convicted-of-illegal-entry-and-set-for-deportation/
https://lovefm.com/four-immigrants-convicted-of-illegal-entry-and-set-for-deportation/
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Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in this country that
provide legal or non-legal assistance
to deported individuals. Include:

Name of organization

Mission

Type of service and resources
they provide

Data on the number of individuals
helped

Other organizations they partner
with

1. Humana People to People Belize

Reach: More than 50 communities in the
Toledo, Stann Creek, and Cayo districts.

Mission: Promote sustainable
development and social inclusion for
vulnerable groups.

Services: Programs are aligned with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and focused on sustainable agriculture &
environment, community development,
health, education, and second-hand
clothing.

Projects:

= Refugees and asylum seekers:
Enhance the access to essential
services, information, opportunities,
and basic needs of refugees and
asylum seekers. Supported by
UNHCR. Primarily focused in the
Bella Vista, San Isidro, and Trio
communities.

=  Migrant Center Bella Vista: To assist
migrants and Belizean returnees with
accurate and appropriate information
on migration procedures, offers
support on migration services, and
refer them to relevant government
offices and IOM’s voluntary
repatriation program. Supported by
the US, US AID and IOM UN
Migration. Primarily in the Bella Vista

area with outreach to nearby villages.

Education and vocational training.

Community-based development projects.

= Impact: Provides direct assistance
and training for refugees and
deportees.

= Funding: UNHCR grants,
international donors.

= Partnerships: UNHCR, local
government agencies, community
organizations.

Help for Progress (HfP)

Reach: National coverage; operates in
Belmopan and rural areas.

Mission: Improve livelihoods and
advocate for inclusion and poverty
reduction, supporting the youth, refugees,
and the needy.

Services:

= Emergency shelter and humanitarian
aid (groceries, housing, medical care,
documentation, education).

= Psychosocial counseling and
reintegration support.

= Skills training, small business
development, and ESL programs.

Impact: Partnered with UNHCR since
2019; scholarships for vocational training;
ongoing psychosocial support.

Funding: UNHCR grants, international
donors, project-based funding.

Partnerships: UNHCR, CET (Center for
Employment Training), local civil society
networks.

CDF/IOM Migrant Hub

Reach: Migrant-focused services in Belize
City and rural areas.

Mission: Support safe, orderly migration
and reduce risks of human trafficking.

Services:

= Migration information and legal
guidance.

= Assistance with immigration forms
and documentation.

= Referrals for voluntary return and
reintegration programs.

Belize


https://www.humana-belize.org/
https://www.humana-belize.org/project/refugees-and-asylum-seekers
https://www.humana-belize.org/project/migrant-center
https://www.helpforprogressbz.org/
https://www.cdfbelize.org/belize-migrant-information-hub/
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= Impact: Free services for migrants and
deportees; public education on migrant
rights.

= Funding: IOM support, international
donors.

= Partnerships: IOM, local NGOs,
embassies.

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country

recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

Belize does not guarantee free legal aid
specifically for deported individuals under its
current legal aid framework.

Legal aid is means-tested and primarily
covers serious criminal and certain civil
matters.

Immigration and deportation cases generally
fall outside the scope of the Legal Aid Act
unless linked to criminal charges or family
law.

Support for migrants and deportees often
comes from NGOs and international partners
(UNHCR, IOM) rather than direct government
provision.

= UNHCR has a website to provide support

to refugees and asylum-seekers in Belize.

These resources are primarily directed at
non-Belizean refugees.

= |OM through the Migrant Information Hub
says it provides up to date information on
migration procedures. This link includes
all their contact information

= Qur Facebook at
www.fb.com/childdevelopmentfounda
tion

= Call us or send a text message via
the contact number at +501-613-7211

=  WhatsApp us at +501-613-7211

= Schedule an appointment

Source:

Act-No-15-0f-2023-Legal-Aid-Act.pdf
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International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

International legal framework

Since 1990 Belize has been both a party to
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees and to its 1967 Protocol. These
core instruments shape Belize’s asylum and
refugee protection system.

Belize has also acceded to the 1954
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless
Persons in 2006 and to the 1961 Convention
on the Reduction of Statelessness in 2015:
Influenced nationality and documentation
policies.

Belize ratified the ICCPR (International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights), with
reservations. Those pertinent to this issue
are:

= (b) The Government of Belize reserves
the right not to apply in full the guarantee
of free legal assistance in accordance
with paragraph 3 (d) of article 14, since,
while it accepts the principle contained in
that paragraph and at present applies it in
certain defined cases, the problems of
implementation are such that full
application cannot be guaranteed at
present;

= (c) The Government of Belize recognizes
and accepts the principle of
compensation for wrongful imprisonment
contained in paragraph 6 of article 14, but
the problems of implementation are such
that the right not to apply that principle is
presently reserved.” (UNTC)

Regional legal framework

Regionally, Belize is part of the Organization
of American States (OAS), the Association of
Caribbean States (ACS), the Central
American Integration System (SICA), the
Global Forum on Migration Development
(GFMD), and the Global Compact on
Migration. It is a member state of the
Regional Conference on Migration (RCM),
which is a regional consultative process on
migration in Central and North America.

Belize


https://help.unhcr.org/belize/en/
https://www.facebook.com/childdevelopmentfoundation
http://www.fb.com/childdevelopmentfoundation
http://www.fb.com/childdevelopmentfoundation
https://www.cdfbelize.org/contact/
https://calendly.com/cdfbelizeonline/migrant-hub?month=2021-09
https://www.nationalassembly.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Act-No-15-of-2023-Legal-Aid-Act.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/pages/viewdetails.aspx?chapter=4&clang=_en&mtdsg_no=iv-4&src=ind#EndDec
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National Legal Framework

The national framework on protection of
refugees in Belize is based upon the country’s
Constitution of 1981 and its national
Refugees Act, Chapter 165 of the Laws of
Belize, which was adopted in 1991.

= These instruments regulate categories of
immigrants, passports, entry permits,
permanent residency, permanent
employment, kinds of temporary permits,
and duties of immigrants entering Belize.

In addition, there is the Nationality Act
(Chapter 161, revised in 2011) and the Aliens
Act (Chapter 159, revised in 2011), which
define the conditions of entry, movement,
stay, and work of aliens who are third-country
nationals.

The Immigration Act: Governs
entry/deportation; subject to Refugees Act
protections.

Sources:

Belize Legal Assistance — Rights in Exile

Belize | Rights Mapping and Analysis Platform

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

Government-Led Initiatives:

= Legal Advice and Services Centre

= Administered by: Ministry of the Attorney
General.

= Purpose: Provides affordable legal aid to
individuals who cannot afford private
attorneys.

= Services:

= Legal consultations on matters including

divorce, probate/succession, adoptions,
family matters, criminal matters, civil
matters, traffic matters, land matters,
power of attorney, etc.

= Fees are charged on a set scale but are
far below private practice rates. Fees are

sometimes waived for the very poor or
indigent, based on a means-test.
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= There is a consultation fee of BZ$50 to
see an attorney, which will only be waived
in cases of extreme need.

Offices:
=  General office — Belize City
= District office — Orange Walk Town

Appointments: The offices provide walk-in
services, or an appointment can be made
through the following contact information:

Belize City Office (General Office)

J +(501)227-3442

o +(501)227-3444

& +(501)207-2991

o +(501)227-0581(fax)
& lib@btl.net

%1 28A Regent Street

Orange Walk Office (District Office)

o/ +(501)322-3685
& Ronier96@gmail.com

88 Corner of Baker Street

Sources:

The Attorney General’s Ministry of Belize -
The AGM

The Legal Advice and Services Centre - Part
One: Expanding Access to Affordable Legal
Services in Belize | United Nations in Belize

MIRPS National Action Plan:

=  Whatis it: MIRPS is the comprehensive
framework that Belize, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and
Panama agreed to implement by adopting
the 2017 San Pedro Sula declaration. It is
the concrete application of the Global
Compact on Refugees

= Mission: Strengthen legal protection
mechanisms for forcibly displaced
persons; ensure asylum seekers are
provided essential information, promote
understanding amongst the general
population of the right to asylum and
foster a more tolerant climate; promote
access to education, jobs, etc.

Belize


https://immigration.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Refugees-Act-2011.pdf
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/belize-legal-assistance/#l-a
https://rimap.unhcr.org/countries/belize
https://www.agm.gov.bz/services/associated-government-offices/legal-advice-and-service-center
https://www.agm.gov.bz/services/associated-government-offices/legal-advice-and-service-center
https://www.agm.gov.bz/services/associated-government-offices/legal-advice-and-service-center
https://belize.un.org/en/18477-legal-advice-and-services-centre-part-one-expanding-access-affordable-legal-services-belize
https://belize.un.org/en/18477-legal-advice-and-services-centre-part-one-expanding-access-affordable-legal-services-belize
https://belize.un.org/en/18477-legal-advice-and-services-centre-part-one-expanding-access-affordable-legal-services-belize
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Explainers-2022-merged.pdf
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Programs:

= Assist asylum seekers on applications and
provide social care to vulnerable families to
assess needs and connect people to state
resources;

= Expanded Amnesty Program for Residency
Regularization and assist applicants;

=  Community engagement with schools
Sources:

= The MIRPS - MIRPS

= Belize - MIRPS
= Belize - MIRPS Action Plan (PDF)

= Joint Work Plan (IOM, UNICEF, UNHCR):
Mobile Hubs provide information on migration,
asylum, family reunification, and legal
processes.

NGO and International Programs

= UNFPA Mobile Legal Clinics

= Implemented by: UNFPA Belize with Human
Rights Commission of Belize under the EU-
UN Spotlight Initiative.

= Services:

= One-on-one legal advice on family law,
property, and immigration.

= Delivered through mobile centers in rural
and hard-to-reach communities.

= |mpact: Assisted 145 individuals with
legal counseling and case management.

= Help for Progress: Legal accompaniment,
ESL training, vocational scholarships,
rights education, psychosocial
counseling.

= Human Rights Commission of Belize:
Human rights education campaigns,
training for vulnerable groups including
deportees.

= CDF/IOM Migrant Hub: Public education
on migrants’ rights, legal assistance, and
reintegration support.

= UNHCR & Partners: Collaborates with
NGOs to deliver legal assistance,
counseling, and rights awareness
sessions for asylum-seekers and
refugees.

Sources:

= Joint Work Plan: Joint Agreement to Support
Migrants, Refugees and Children in Belize
Signed by IOM, UNICEF and UNHCR | United
Nations in Belize

= Help for Progress: Help for Progress — Help
for Progress, Belize

= HRCB: Human Rights Commission of Belize
— Without Distinction, Human Rights for All

= CDF/IOM Hub: The CDF/IOM Migrant Hub

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the US

Belize does not currently operate a formal
government program specifically dedicated to
helping deported individuals recover personal
belongings left in the United States.

Border Patrol and ICE are required to have written
policies and procedures to inventory, receive, and
return a deportees funds, valuables, and personal
property, and to provide a way for someone to
report missing or damaged property. However,
due to mishandling and poor record-keeping,
belongings may not be damaged, lost, or not
returned to the deportee.

However, several mechanisms and initiatives—
both U.S.-based and Belizean—offer indirect
assistance or resources that can be leveraged.

Power of Attorney

It is recommended to appoint a trusted family
member or friend who will remain in the U.S. to
have Power of Attorney, which is a legal
document that will allow them as Agent to handle
important financial matters related to belongings
and assets, such as pay bills and manage bank
accounts, manage mortgages or sell property,
and sign legal documents on your behalf.

Sources:

= Deported with No Possessions - American
Immigration Council

= |CE Detention Standards
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https://mirps-platform.org/en/what-is-the-mirps/
https://mirps-platform.org/en/mirps-by-country/belize/
https://mirps-platform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/BEL-National-Action-Plan.pdf
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/news/unfpa-assists-migrant-asylum-seeking-families-belize-access-legal-assistance
https://www.helpforprogressbz.org/
https://www.hrcbz.org/
https://www.cdfbelize.org/belize-migrant-information-hub/
https://belize.un.org/en/254016-joint-agreement-support-migrants-refugees-and-children-belize-signed-iom-unicef-and-unhcr
https://belize.un.org/en/254016-joint-agreement-support-migrants-refugees-and-children-belize-signed-iom-unicef-and-unhcr
https://belize.un.org/en/254016-joint-agreement-support-migrants-refugees-and-children-belize-signed-iom-unicef-and-unhcr
https://belize.un.org/en/254016-joint-agreement-support-migrants-refugees-and-children-belize-signed-iom-unicef-and-unhcr
https://belize.un.org/en/254016-joint-agreement-support-migrants-refugees-and-children-belize-signed-iom-unicef-and-unhcr
https://www.helpforprogressbz.org/
https://www.helpforprogressbz.org/
https://www.hrcbz.org/
https://www.hrcbz.org/
https://www.cdfbelize.org/belize-migrant-information-hub/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/detention-standards/2011/2-5.pdf
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= How Can | Protect My Property If | Am
Detained or Deported? - North Suburban

Legal Aid Clinic

Project Homecoming (U.S. Voluntary Departure
Program)

Description: Project Homecoming, administered
by U.S. immigration authorities, provides logistical
support for individuals who opt for voluntary
departure rather than forced removal. While its
primary aim is to facilitate exit, it allows
participants to arrange retrieval of personal
belongings before departure.

Process: Register through the CBP Home Mobile
App and follow the instructions.

Sources:

= USCIS Supports “Project Homecoming” Self-
Deportation | USCIS

= CBP Home App | DHS

Bilateral Agreements

= Safe Third Country Agreement (2025): Belize
and the U.S. signed an agreement focused on
asylum processing and migration
management. While it does not address
property recovery, it includes provisions for
financial and technical assistance to Belize for
migration-related infrastructure for non-
Belizean deportees from the U.S., which
could indirectly support reintegration services.
The agreement was signed but has not yet
been ratified by the Belize Senate and so is
not yet in effect.

Source:

Belize Signs Safe Third Country Agreement With
United States — Government of Belize Press
Office

Belizean Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program:

= Purpose: Encourages Belizeans who have
been living abroad for at least 10 consecutive
years to repatriate to Belize and invest locally.
While primarily economic, the program
facilitates importation of personal effects duty-
free (up to $20,000 USD in value), which can
help deportees who manage to ship
belongings from the U.S. Diaspora returnees
may also import personal tools of trade and
one approved personal vehicle, free of import
duties and taxes

= Process:

= Submit the following to the Ministry of
Tourism (either by mail or email):

=  Completed application form

= birth certificate,

= marriage certificate (if applicable)
= Belize passport, and

= proof of residency out of Belize for the
prior 10 years. The following documents
are examples of acceptable proof of
residency:

= Taxreturns

=  Social security reports/summary
= Official school records

= Leasing agreements

= Official employer records (i.e. check
stub)

=  Submit a signed copy of the Terms &
Conditions agreement

= Applicants must submit the
applications either before or within 1
year of arrival to Belize.

Sources:

= Diaspora Returnee Incentive Program | bze-
dc

= Application Form | Diaspora Returnee
Incentive Program

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the US after returning to this
country?

1. Property Ownership Rights:

Deportation does NOT extinguish property rights
in the U.S.

Federal law allows non-citizens—including
undocumented individuals—to own real estate
and financial assets. A deportation order is a civil
matter and does not trigger automatic forfeiture of
legally acquired property.

Belize


https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://www.uscis.gov/projecthomecoming
https://www.uscis.gov/projecthomecoming
http://www.dhs.gov/cbphome
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/belize-signs-safe-third-country-agreement-with-united-states/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/belize-signs-safe-third-country-agreement-with-united-states/
https://www.pressoffice.gov.bz/belize-signs-safe-third-country-agreement-with-united-states/
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/belizediaspora
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/belizediaspora
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/_files/ugd/8f6a5d_01b1427416e04dad89bd3f54d415caa1.pdf
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/_files/ugd/8f6a5d_01b1427416e04dad89bd3f54d415caa1.pdf
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Source:

Deportation and Property Ownership: What
Happens to Assets? - LegalClarity

2. Wages and Bank Accounts:

Deportees retain ownership of wages and funds
in U.S. accounts, but access becomes difficult
due to:

= Bank policies requiring U.S. address.

= Risk of account closure when address
changes to foreign.

Source:

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/nbc-7-responds-
2/what-happens-to-peoples-belongings-when-
theyre-deported/3737261/

NOTE:
Practical Recovery Is Rare:

There is little evidence or official data showing
that deported individuals successfully recover
property or wages after removal. Most success
stories depend on pre-deportation planning (e.g.,
Power of Attorney, joint accounts, voluntary
departure programs).

Bilateral Agreements:

Existing agreements between Belize and the U.S.
(e.g., Safe Third Country Agreement, Repatriation
Agreement) focus on migration and security—not
asset recovery.

No treaty guarantees deportees’ rights to reclaim
property or wages.

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the US and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

1. Safe Third Country Agreement (Signed
October 2025, pending ratification)
Purpose:

= Establishes cooperation on asylum
processing and migration management.

= Allows the U.S. to transfer certain asylum
seekers to Belize for protection request
examination.

Key Provisions:

= Absolute Veto: Belize retains full discretion to
reject transfers.

= Restrictions: Limits on nationalities and a cap
on the number of transferees.

= Security Screening: Comprehensive checks;
no person deemed a threat to public safety or
national security will be admitted.

= Financial & Technical Assistance: U.S. may
provide support to strengthen Belize’s
migration and asylum systems.

= Duration: Initially valid for two years, subject
to Senate ratification and operating
procedures; either party may terminate early.

Sources:

Belize Signs Safe Third Country Agreement With
United States — Government of Belize Press
Office

Belize signs ‘safe third country’ agreement as part
of Trump’s immigration crackdown | PBS News

2. Government Statements on Repatriation
Flights

Belize routinely coordinates with U.S. authorities
for chartered flights returning Belizean nationals.

Procedures include verification of nationality,
travel documentation, and processing upon
arrival.

Emphasis on dignity and rights under international
law; no mention of property or financial recovery.

Source:

Statement on the Return of Belizeans to Belize by
the United States Government — Government of
Belize Press Office

How Have These Agreements Evolved?

The Repatriation Agreement (informal operational
arrangement) has existed for years, allowing the
U.S. to deport Belizean nationals convicted of
crimes after serving sentences. It was primarily
security-focused and lacked humanitarian or
reintegration provisions. Critics argue it
contributed to gang violence and social instability
in Belize.
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Source:

The Repatriation Agreement: How U.S.
Deportations Contribute to Belize’s Crime Crisis -

Skyview, Inc.

Recent Development — Safe Third Country
Agreement (2025):

Signed in October 2025, this agreement
represents a major shift from simple repatriation
to regional migration management. It allows the
U.S. to transfer certain asylum seekers to Belize
for processing under international refugee law.

Evolutionary Features:

= Grounded in the 1951 UN Refugee
Convention and 1967 Protocol.

= Introduced humanitarian language,
safeguards, and technical assistance
commitments.

= Limited duration (two years) and subject to
Senate ratification and operating procedures.

Source:

Belize Signs Safe Third Country Agreement With
United States - Ministry of Foreign Affairs

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

3.4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
Belize’s international obligations for ensuring safe
and dignified repatriation.

Core International Standards

= Belize is a UN member so it is bound by
international human rights law and refugee
law.

=  Prohibition of Refoulement
= Individual Assessment & Due Process
= Voluntariness & Informed Consent

Belize’s Treaty Commitments

= International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) — protects life, liberty, and
security.

= Convention Against Torture (CAT) — prohibits
return to torture.

= American Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of Man (via OAS membership) —
affirms rights to life, liberty, and due process.

= 1951 Refugee Convention & 1967 Protocol —
enshrines non-refoulement and refugee
protections

Belize is obligated to:
= Prevent refoulement.

=  Ensure individualized assessments and due
process.

= Conduct returns in a safe, dignified, and
rights-based manner.

= Facilitate reintegration support.

However, implementation gaps remain, with
documented violations such as arbitrary detention
and inadequate return safeguards.

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the US in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

1. Role Prior to Removal

Belizean consulates in the U.S. provide essential
services to nationals facing deportation:

Identity Verification and Documentation:
Consulates confirm nationality and issue travel
documents or renew passports to facilitate
deportation logistics.

Legal Guidance and Rights Protection: They
inform detainees of their rights, assist with
consular notification under international law, and
help connect individuals with legal representation.

Family Communication and Support: Consulates
notify families about detention status and
expected removal dates, reducing uncertainty and
enabling preparation for reintegration.

Voluntary Departure Programs: Belizean
authorities encourage undocumented nationals to
use voluntary return programs (e.g., CBP Home
app) to avoid forced removal. Participants may
receive incentives such as a US$1,000 exit bonus
and avoid detention-related stress.

Sources:

= USCIS Supports “Project Homecoming” Self-
Deportation | USCIS
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= 21 Belizeans deported from the U.S. —
Embassy urges self-departure to avoid forced
returns

2. Role After Removal

Once deportees arrive in Belize, consular
coordination ensures a structured reception:

Reception and Screening: Consulates coordinate
with Belize’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Police
to verify identities and check for pending criminal
cases. Deportees with Belizean charges are
referred to judicial authorities.

Reintegration Support: Belize promotes programs
like housing assistance, vocational training, and
counseling for deportees. Officials emphasize
reintegration rather than stigmatization,
encouraging returnees to contribute to Belize’s
economy.

Humanitarian Assistance: Authorities assess
deportees’ family ties and provide referrals to
social services. The Commissioner of Police
stated that deportees should be “welcomed back
home” and not treated as criminals.

Sources:

Hundreds of Belizeans to be affected by new U.S.

Deportation Policy - The San Pedro Sun

Programa de Amnistia de Belize - MIRPS

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the US to this country from
November 2024 to present.

ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations
Statistics | ICE

= The U.S. does not publicize the number of
individuals deported from the U.S. to Belize.
According to ICE’s Administrative Arrest
Statistics, between November to December
2024, 15 arrests were made of Belizean
nationals. From October 2020 to December
2024, ICE reported 1,231 detentions of
Belizean nationals and 495 removals, with
204 of those removals being in fiscal year
2024 and 2025. ICE'’s statistics are based on
data only through December 2024, so this
may not be an updated depiction of the
number of individuals deported to Belize.

= 21-25 Belizeans were deported and returned
to Belize in May 2025. Source: 21 Belizeans
Deported on U.S. Government Charter Flight
— Love FM Belize News & Music Power;
Trump-Era Deportation Flight To Touch Down
with 25 Belizeans Today | Greater Belize
Media

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the US
are arriving during the same period.

It appears deportees are flown through
commercial flights to Philip Goldson International
Airport in Belize City.

Source:

Trump-Era Deportation Flight To Touch Down
with 25 Belizeans Today | Greater Belize Media

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
= Belmopan

= Benque Viejo

= Bella Vista

= Belize City

Sources:

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/11
0471

Belize - Migrants & Refugees Section

MIRPS National commitments.pdf

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the US of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

Demographic profile of Belizeans deportees:

= Age: Majority are 25-45 years old, with some
cases in late teens and into early 50s. This
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https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/110471
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/110471
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/belize/
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/sites/default/files/2021-04/MIRPS%20National%20commitments.pdf
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aligns with Belize’s working-age population
(72.4% aged 14+; median age 25).

= Gender: Predominantly male. Belize’s overall
population is gender-balanced (49.2% male,
50.8% female), but deportation cases skew
male.

= Family situation: Many deportees are parents
of U.S.-born children or have spouses in the
U.S., reflecting long-term settlement before
removal.

= Education level: Most deportees have high
school education or less. Belize's education
statistics show secondary enrollment is
common, but tertiary enrollment is low (only
~10,000 in college/university vs. 98,000 total
students).

= Years in the U.S.A: significant portion lived in
the U.S. for 10+ years, some since childhood,
making reintegration harder.

= Other Characteristics: Some deported for
criminal records, others for immigration
violations; reintegration issues include
employment barriers and stigma.

Sources:

UNHCR Belize Fact Sheet, April - June 2025 -
Belize | ReliefWeb

PressRelease 2024-04-08 CensusLaunch.pdf

Population

MigrationandBelize.pdf

Belize | International Organization for Migration

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

According to reports, most of the deportees were
removed for overstaying their visas or entering the
U.S. illegally.

ComPol Says Belizean Deportees Should Be
Welcomed Back Home - The San Pedro Sun

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

Overview:

= Belize does not have a law explicitly requiring
public reporting of deportation data.

= However, transparency and access provisions
exist under the Freedom of Information Act.

Relevant Laws:

= Immigration Act & Amendments (2020):
Regulates deportation procedures; reporting
obligations are internal, not public. The
Immigration Act and its amendments (e.g.,
Immigration Amendment Act No. 28 of 2020)
outline procedures for deportation and
removal but do not mandate public reporting
of deportation figures.

= Refugees Act (Cap.165): Requires record-
keeping and reports to Minister; no public
disclosure mandate.

= Freedom of Information Act (Cap.13): Grants
public right to request official documents,
including immigration/deportation records,
subject to exemptions. Section 6 of the Act
requires the publication of certain categories
of information, but deportation statistics are
not explicitly listed. Instead, individuals or
organizations must file formal requests to
obtain such data.

= Fiscal Transparency Regulations (S| No.95 of
2010): Mandates publication of fiscal data;
does not cover deportation statistics.

Sources:

= Immigration Amendment Act 2020 (PDF)

= Refugees Act (Cap. 165)

=  Freedom of Information Act

= Fiscal Transparency Regulations
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7. Government Sources: ldentify which
agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

Government Agencies Responsible for
Deportation Data

= Ministry of Home Affairs & New Growth
Industries: Oversees public security, monitors
deportees with criminal records, coordinates
reintegration.

= Department of Border Management &
Immigration Services: Collects and manages
immigration and deportation data; publishes
official migration info.

= Refugees Department: Maintains records on
refugees and protected persons under
Refugees Act.

Legal Framework:

= Immigration Act & Amendments (2020):
Defines deportation procedures and
departmental responsibilities.

= Refugees Act (Cap.165): Requires reporting
and record-keeping on refugee cases.

Sources:

= The Ministry of Home Affairs and New Growth

Industries | Belize

= Belize — Official Immigration Website

= Refugee Department — Belize

= Refugees Act (PDF)

= Immigration Amendment Act 2020

8. Freedom of Information: Assess
whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

Belize has a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
enacted in 1994, which gives the public the right
to access official records held by public
authorities, including immigration and deportation
data, subject to certain exemptions. These are
outlined in Part IV of the Act and include:

1. National Security

a) Information that could prejudice the defense
or security of Belize.

2. International Relations

a) Records that could harm Belize’s relations
with other countries or international
organizations.

3. Law Enforcement

a) Data that could:

i) Interfere with investigations or prosecutions.
i) Reveal confidential sources.

iii) Facilitate the commission of an offense.

4. Personal Privacy

a) Information that would disclose personal
details about individuals without their consent.

5. Commercial Confidentiality

a) Trade secrets or commercially sensitive
information provided to the government.

6. Cabinet Documents
a) Records of Cabinet deliberations or decisions.
7. Legal Professional Privilege

a) Communications protected by attorney-client
privilege.

8. Health and Safety

a) Information that could endanger life or
physical safety.

9. Implication for Deportation Data

a) Aggregate statistics (e.g., number of
deportations per year) are usually accessible.

10. Individual-level data (names, addresses,
reasons for deportation) is typically exempt
under personal privacy and sometimes law
enforcement provisions.

The Request Process according to the FOIA
consists of the following steps:

Step 1: Submit a written request to the relevant
public authority (e.g., Ministry of Home Affairs or
Immigration Department).

= |nclude:

=  Your name and contact details

Belize


https://www.homeaffairs.gov.bz/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.bz/
https://immigration.gov.bz/
https://immigration.gov.bz/refugee-department/
https://www.agm.gov.bz/uploads/laws/63976edf24727_Cap_165_Refugees_Act.pdf
https://www.nationalassembly.gov.bz/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Act-No.-28-of-2020-Immigration-Bill.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/docs/BE2%20Freedom%20of%20Information%20Act.pdf

® / KEEP

Care for Migrants I\ Toeeen
= Description of the information requested Appeals are possible under Section 18 of the
(e.g., deportation statistics for a specific FOIA.
period)

If your request is denied, you can appeal to the
Step 2: Timeframe for response: Ombudsman or seek judicial review in the

Supreme Court.
= The authority must respond within 14 days

(can be extended to 28 days). The Ombudsman has authority to investigate

complaints about refusal to disclose information.
Step 3: Fees:

For more information, access The Ombudsman
= A small administrative fee may apply for Office.

copying or processing.

Additional Official Sources
Source:

= Belize Immigration Department:
The Laws of Belize for more information.

Belize — Official Immigration Website

It is important to mention that requests can be
denied under FOIA exemptions, such as: (Check for deportation statistics or FOI

request forms)
= National security

= Ministry of Home Affairs:
= Law enforcement
. The Ministry of Home Affairs and New Growth
= Personal privacy Industries | Belize

For deportation data, denial often occurs if:

= the request involves personal identifiers of
deported individuals.

= Itis considered sensitive for public safety.

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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