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Brazil

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

For Brazilian nationals deported from the United 
States, the federal government of Brazil has 
established a program called “Aqui é Brasil”. This 
initiative provides a coordinated and humane 
response to forced deportation and repatriation. It 
reflects the State’s commitment to dignity and the 
protection of human rights. 

Upon arrival in Brazil, deportees are welcomed 
through a structured operation that includes: 

▪ Psychosocial support 

▪ Basic hygiene kits 

▪ Food assistance 

▪ Transportation to their place of origin 

▪ Specialized care for vulnerable individuals, 
such as the elderly and people with 
disabilities 

The program is managed by multiple government 
agencies, including the Ministry of Human Rights 
and Citizenship, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Health, and others. 

You can find more information at “Aqui é Brasil”: 
Governo Federal lança programa de acolhimento 
humanitário aos repatriados e deportados — 
Secretaria de Comunicação Social 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Several organizations and platforms offer direct 
support to deported individuals: 

▪ UNHCR Brazil: Provides free services to 
asylum seekers, refugees, and stateless 
persons. Their platform includes legal 
guidance, housing support, and access to 
healthcare and education: UNHCR Brazil - 
Information for asylum seekers, refugees and 
stateless persons 

▪ Brazil Visa Solutions: Offers detailed 
guidance on seeking asylum in Brazil, 
including legal steps, rights, and available 
support: 
https://brazilvisasolutions.com/asylum-in-
brazil/ 

▪ Generis Online: Explains the deportation 
process under Law No. 13.445/2017, 
including legal grounds, appeal options, and 
the role of legal representation: 
Understanding Deportation and Removal 
Procedures in Brazil 

▪ Voluntary Return and Reintegration 
Assistance Program (AVRR): Guidance and 
logistical support for return; Issuance of 
documents and purchase of tickets e 
Reintegration allowance (entrepreneurship, 
education, health). Official website of IOM 
Brazil: https://brazil.iom.int/pt-br/programa-de-
apoio-ao-retorno-voluntario-e-reintegracao-
avrr 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

▪ Deportation flights often involve inhumane 
conditions, including handcuffing, lack of 
water, and malfunctioning air conditioning. 
Some passengers have fainted due to heat 
and stress. 

1. Limited Reception Infrastructure 

The reception center in Confins is a single 
location, insufficient to support the thousands of 
deportees arriving across Brazil. 

No nationwide reintegration program exists to 
help deportees find housing, employment, or 
mental health support. 

1. Lack of Legal and Psychological Support 

Many deportees return traumatized, especially 
after long detentions and harsh flight conditions. 

There is no formal system to provide legal aid or 
psychological counseling upon arrival. 

https://www.gov.br/secom/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/08/201caqui-e-brasil201d-governo-federal-lanca-programa-de-acolhimento-humanitario-aos-repatriados-e-deportados
https://www.gov.br/secom/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/08/201caqui-e-brasil201d-governo-federal-lanca-programa-de-acolhimento-humanitario-aos-repatriados-e-deportados
https://www.gov.br/secom/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/08/201caqui-e-brasil201d-governo-federal-lanca-programa-de-acolhimento-humanitario-aos-repatriados-e-deportados
https://www.gov.br/secom/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/08/201caqui-e-brasil201d-governo-federal-lanca-programa-de-acolhimento-humanitario-aos-repatriados-e-deportados
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/
https://brazilvisasolutions.com/asylum-in-brazil/
https://brazilvisasolutions.com/asylum-in-brazil/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-brazil/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-brazil/
https://brazil.iom.int/pt-br/programa-de-apoio-ao-retorno-voluntario-e-reintegracao-avrr
https://brazil.iom.int/pt-br/programa-de-apoio-ao-retorno-voluntario-e-reintegracao-avrr
https://brazil.iom.int/pt-br/programa-de-apoio-ao-retorno-voluntario-e-reintegracao-avrr
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Brazil says treatment of deportees violates 
agreement with the US | Foreign Affairs | 
valorinternational 

Brazilians Thrust Into US Deportation Spotlight 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

Brazil has significantly advanced its migration and 
refugee policies in 2024 and 2025, with a strong 
humanitarian focus: 

▪ National Policy on Migration, Refuge, and 
Statelessness: Brazil is actively discussing 
the establishment of a comprehensive 
national policy to support migrants, refugees, 
and stateless persons. This policy aims to 
ensure dignity, rights, and economic inclusion 
for these populations. Brazilian policy for 
migrants, refugees, stateless people 
advanced in 2024 — Secretaria de 
Comunicação Social 

▪ Reception and Humanitarian Assistance 
Centers: In response to reports of 
mistreatment of deported Brazilians on 
repatriation flights, the government ordered 
the creation of a Deportation Reception 
Center to provide immediate humanitarian 
support Brazil Orders Deportation Reception 
Center Amid Flight Handcuff Controversy - 
Newsweek 

▪ Diplomatic Coordination with the US: Brazil 
has proposed forming a bilateral working 
group with the United States to address 
deportation-related issues and avoid 
diplomatic friction. This includes improving the 
treatment of deportees and coordinating 
repatriation logistics. Strategy for deported 
individuals aims to avoid confrontation with 
US | Politics | valorinternational 

▪ Professional Integration Measures: 

▪ In May 2024, the University of Brasília 
(UnB) announced fee exemptions for 
diploma revalidation for refugees and 
stateless persons. 

▪ Migrants who completed higher education 
in Brazil can now apply for residence 
permits for work, aligning immigration 
policy with labor market needs. Brazilian 
policy for migrants, refugees, stateless 

people advanced in 2024 — Secretaria 
de Comunicação Social 

▪ Technical and Language Training: A 
cooperation agreement between the Ministry 
of Justice and Public Security and the 
Federation of Muslim Associations of Brazil 
(FAMBRAS) was signed to offer language 
support, professional training, and healthcare 
programs for migrants and refugees. Brazilian 
policy for migrants, refugees, stateless people 
advanced in 2024 — Secretaria de 
Comunicação Social 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

Brazil has taken significant steps to establish legal 
and policy frameworks for the reception and 
reintegration of deported individuals, especially in 
response to recent international deportation 
incidents and broader migration trends. 

Key Laws and Policies 

1. Migration Law – Lei nº 13.445/2017 

▪ This law governs the entry, stay, and 
rights of migrants in Brazil. 

▪ It emphasizes human rights, non-
discrimination, and due process, and 
applies to both immigrants and returning 
nationals. 

▪ It includes provisions for assisted 
voluntary return, residence permits, and 
social integration support [1]. 

2. National Policy on Migration, Refuge, and 
Statelessness (Política Nacional de 
Migrações, Refúgio e Apatridia) 

▪ Currently under development, this policy 
aims to consolidate Brazil’s approach to 
migration and returnee support. 

▪ It includes plans for economic inclusion, 
diploma revalidation, and professional 
integration for returnees and refugees [1]. 

3. “This is Brazil” Program (2025) 

▪ A nationwide initiative launched by the 
Brazilian Federal Government in 
partnership with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM). 

https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://www.visaverge.com/news/brazilians-thrust-into-us-deportation-spotlight/
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.newsweek.com/brazil-orders-deportation-reception-center-amid-handcuff-controversy-2022637
https://www.newsweek.com/brazil-orders-deportation-reception-center-amid-handcuff-controversy-2022637
https://www.newsweek.com/brazil-orders-deportation-reception-center-amid-handcuff-controversy-2022637
https://valorinternational.globo.com/politics/news/2025/01/29/strategy-for-deported-individuals-aims-to-avoid-confrontation-with-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/politics/news/2025/01/29/strategy-for-deported-individuals-aims-to-avoid-confrontation-with-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/politics/news/2025/01/29/strategy-for-deported-individuals-aims-to-avoid-confrontation-with-us.ghtml
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
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▪ It provides comprehensive support for 
nationals returning in vulnerable 
situations, including: 

▪ Mental health and psychosocial care 

▪ Healthcare, shelter, food, and 
transportation 

▪ Civil documentation and family 
reunification 

▪ Long-term social and economic 
reintegration [2] 

▪ The program also strengthens migration 
governance and data collection to inform 
public policy. 

4. Deportee Reception Center Initiative (2025) 

▪ In response to the mistreatment of 
deported Brazilians on a US flight, Brazil 
announced the creation of a reception 
center for deportees. 

▪ The center will offer humane treatment, 
reintegration support, and essential 
services to uphold the dignity of 
returnees [3]. 

Institutional Support 

▪ Ministry of Justice and Public Security 
and Federal Public Defender’s Office 
(DPU) play key roles in legal protection 
and reintegration. 

▪ Partnerships with civil society and 
international organizations (e.g., UNHCR, 
IOM) enhance service delivery and rights 
awareness. 

▪ Would you like a breakdown of how these 
policies are implemented in São Paulo or 
how they intersect with labor and 
employment law? 

5. A new complementary legislative proposal 
has emerged: 

6. (Bill) PL 96/2025 – Reintegra Brasil: currently 
under consideration in the Chamber of 
Deputies, it proposes the creation of 
specialized centers for reception, social, legal, 
psychological, and medical assistance, as 
well as policies for professional training and 
microcredit to support economic reintegration 

References 

[1] Brazilian policy for migrants, refugees, 
stateless people advanced in ... 

[2] Brazilian Federal Government Partners with 
IOM to Strengthen Returnee ... 

[3] Brazil Plans Deportation Reception Center 
After Flight Handcuff Incident 

[4] Projeto cria programa para acolher brasileiros 
retornados ao país - Notícias - Portal da Câmara 
dos Deputados 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

1. Constitutional and Human Rights Protections 

Brazil’s Federal Constitution guarantees social 
rights to all individuals within its territory, 
including: 

▪ Health 

▪ Education 

▪ Work 

▪ Housing 

▪ Social assistance 

These rights apply equally to refugees, asylum 
seekers, and deported individuals, as confirmed 
by the UNHCR Brazil office. 

2. Access to Public Services 

Deported individuals, especially those who return 
under forced repatriation, can access: 

▪ The Unified Health System (SUS) for free 
public healthcare 

▪ Public education, including adult literacy and 
vocational training 

▪ Employment services, though formal 
employment may require updated 
documentation 

▪ Social assistance programs, particularly for 
vulnerable populations 

These services are not contingent on immigration 
status but may require valid Brazilian identification 
documents, which returnees are encouraged to 
obtain with support from government programs 
like “Aqui é Brasil”. 

https://www.iom.int/news/brazilian-federal-government-partners-iom-strengthen-returnee-assistance
https://www.visaverge.com/news/brazil-plans-deportation-reception-center-after-flight-handcuff-incident/
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.gov.br/secom/en/latest-news/2024/12/brazilian-policy-for-migrants-refugees-stateless-people-advanced-in-2024
https://www.iom.int/news/brazilian-federal-government-partners-iom-strengthen-returnee-assistance
https://www.iom.int/news/brazilian-federal-government-partners-iom-strengthen-returnee-assistance
https://www.visaverge.com/news/brazil-plans-deportation-reception-center-after-flight-handcuff-incident/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/brazil-plans-deportation-reception-center-after-flight-handcuff-incident/
https://www.camara.leg.br/noticias/1136161-projeto-cria-programa-para-acolher-brasileiros-retornados-ao-pais/
https://www.camara.leg.br/noticias/1136161-projeto-cria-programa-para-acolher-brasileiros-retornados-ao-pais/
https://www.camara.leg.br/noticias/1136161-projeto-cria-programa-para-acolher-brasileiros-retornados-ao-pais/
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Deported individuals facing legal challenges 
(e.g., loss of documents, custody issues, or 
property claims) are entitled to free legal 
assistance through the Federal Public Defender’s 
Office (DPU). 

3. Limitations and Gaps 

▪ There is no specific federal law that mandates 
comprehensive reintegration services for 
deported individuals. 

▪ Housing and employment support are not 
guaranteed by law but may be offered 
through municipal programs or NGO 
partnerships. 

▪ Property left behind in the US is typically not 
recoverable, and neither the US nor Brazilian 
governments assume responsibility for it. 

Aqui é Brasil — Ministério dos Direitos Humanos 
e da Cidadania 

Rights of refugees and asylum seekers - UNHCR 
Brazil 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Upon arrival in Brazil, deported individuals may 
face certain procedures, but the specifics can vary 
depending on several factors, including the 
individual’s nationality, the reason for deportation, 
and the current policies in place. 

Brazil’s immigration laws and regulations can be 
complex, and the country has been known to 
have a relatively lenient approach to immigration. 

However, in recent years, there has been a shift 
towards stricter immigration policies. When 
deported individuals arrive in Brazil, they may be 
subject to: 

1. **Screening and questioning**: They may be 
questioned by immigration officials about the 
reasons for their deportation, their travel 
history, and their intentions in Brazil. 

2. **Documentation checks**: They may be 
required to provide documentation, such as a 
valid passport, visa, or proof of residence. 

3. **Health checks**: They may undergo a 
medical examination to ensure they do not 
pose a health risk to the Brazilian population. 
Regarding detention, Brazil has a system of 

immigrant detention centers, but they are not 
always used for deported individuals. 
Detention is typically used for individuals who: 

a) **Pose a security risk**: Those who are 
considered a threat to national security, 
public order, or have a history of violent 
crimes. 

b) **Have outstanding warrants**: 
Individuals with outstanding warrants or 
who are suspected of committing crimes 
in Brazil. 

c) **Are unable to provide documentation**: 
Those who are unable to provide valid 
documentation or proof of residence. 
However, it’s worth noting that detention 
is not always the default procedure for 
deported individuals. Many may be 
released into the community while their 
cases are processed or while they await 
further instructions. In some cases, 
deported individuals may be met by local 
authorities, social services, or non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) that 
provide support and assistance with 
reintegration into Brazilian society. 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

In Brazil, deported individuals, like any Brazilian 
citizen, have the right to recover or renew their 
national identification documents. The process 
primarily involves the **Instituto Nacional de 
Identificação (INI)**, linked to the Federal Police, 
and the **Detran (Departamento Estadual de 
Trânsito)** for driver’s licenses. Here’s a 
breakdown of the legal mechanisms and practical 
steps: 

**1. General Principles and Legal Basis:** * 
**Right to Identification:** Brazilian law 
guarantees every citizen the right to civil 
identification. Being deported does not revoke this 
fundamental right. * **No Specific “Deportee” 
Mechanism:** There isn’t a unique legal 
mechanism exclusively for deported individuals to 
recover documents. They follow the standard 
procedures for obtaining duplicates or renewals, 
though they might face practical challenges 
related to proof of residence or specific 
documentation upon return. * **Federal Police 
(DPF) and State Civil Police:** The issuance of 

https://www.gov.br/mdh/pt-br/comunicacao/campanhas-do-mdhc/2025/aqui-e-brasil
https://www.gov.br/mdh/pt-br/comunicacao/campanhas-do-mdhc/2025/aqui-e-brasil
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
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the primary national identity document, the 
**Registro Geral (RG)**, falls under the purview of 
the state-level Civil Police, but the national system 
is coordinated by the Federal Police’s INI. 

**2. Key Documents and How to Obtain Them:** * 
**Registro Geral (RG - National Identity Card):** * 
**Issuing Authority:** State Civil Police (Instituto 
de Identificação). * **Procedure for 
Recovery/Renewal:** * **Loss/Theft:** The 
individual must first register a **Boletim de 
Ocorrência (B.O.)** – a police report – detailing 
the loss or theft of the document. This can often 
be done online or at any police station. * 
**Required Documents:** * Birth Certificate 
(Certidão de Nascimento) or Marriage Certificate 
(Certidão de Casamento) – original or certified 
copy. * CPF (Cadastro de Pessoas Físicas - 
Individual Taxpayer Registry) number. * Proof of 
Residence (Comprovante de Residência) – this 
can be a challenge for recent returnees. Options 
include utility bills in their name, a declaration 
from a relative or friend with a copy of their ID and 
proof of residence, or a hotel receipt. * 2x2 or 3x4 
photos (check specific requirements of the state’s 
Instituto de Identificação, as some now take 
photos digitally). * Payment of a fee (GRU - Guia 
de Recolhimento da União or state equivalent). 
Exemptions may exist for poverty. * **Special 
Considerations for Deported Individuals:** * 
**Lack of Proof of Residence:** This is often the 
biggest hurdle. As mentioned, a declaration from 
a host family or a relative, along with their ID and 
proof of residence, is commonly accepted. Some 
states might have specific provisions for 
individuals without fixed abode, but it’s not a 
standard, widespread policy. * **Expedited 
Services:** There are no specific expedited 
services solely for deported individuals. The 
process follows the general queues and timelines. 
* **Legal Aid:** If facing difficulties, seeking 
assistance from a public defender’s office 
(Defensoria Pública) or an NGO specializing in 
migrant rights can be beneficial. They can help 
with documentation and navigating bureaucracy. * 
**Cadastro de Pessoas Físicas (CPF - Individual 
Taxpayer Registry):** * **Issuing Authority:** 
Receita Federal do Brasil (Federal Revenue 
Service). * **Procedure for 
Recovery/Regularization:** * The CPF number is 
usually linked to the individual’s birth certificate. If 
they have their birth certificate, they can usually 
recover their CPF number online, at Banco do 
Brasil, Caixa Econômica Federal, or Correios 
branches. * If the CPF is irregular (e.g., pending 
regularization due to absence), they might need to 
go to a Receita Federal office to regularize it. This 
typically requires an identity document (even a 
foreign one in some cases, or their birth 
certificate) and proof of address. * **Título de 

Eleitor (Voter ID):** * **Issuing Authority:** 
Tribunal Superior Eleitoral (TSE - Superior 
Electoral Court) / Regional Electoral Courts 
(TREs). * **Procedure:** If a Brazilian citizen has 
been outside the country for an extended period, 
their voter registration might be canceled. They 
would need to regularize their situation at an 
electoral zone office (cartório eleitoral). * 
**Required Documents:** RG, CPF, proof of 
residence. * **Carteira Nacional de Habilitação 
(CNH - National Driver’s License):** * **Issuing 
Authority:** Detran (Departamento Estadual de 
Trânsito) of the respective state. * **Procedure for 
Recovery/Renewal:** * **Loss/Theft:** Requires a 
B.O. * **Renewal:** If expired, medical exams and 
psychological evaluations are typically required. * 
**Required Documents:** RG, CPF, proof of 
residence, previous CNH number (if renewing), 
and payment of fees. * **Special 
Considerations:** If a driver’s license was issued 
abroad and the individual wants to convert it to a 
Brazilian CNH, there are specific procedures for 
that, but it’s separate from recovering a lost 
Brazilian CNH. 

**3. Challenges and Potential Solutions:** * 
**Lack of Documents from Abroad:** Deported 
individuals may return with very few personal 
documents. The most crucial document to have, 
or to obtain a certified copy of from family in 
Brazil, is their **birth certificate (Certidão de 
Nascimento)**. This is the foundational document 
for all other identification. * **Proof of 
Residence:** As noted, this is a significant hurdle. 
Strategies include: * Declaration from a family 
member/friend (with their ID and proof of 
address). * Temporary address at a shelter or 
NGO (some may provide letters). * Bank 
statement or official letter from a government 
program if they are receiving any aid. * **Financial 
Constraints:** Fees for documents can be a 
burden. Public defender offices (Defensoria 
Pública) can assist with obtaining fee waivers 
(isenção de taxas) for those who demonstrate 
financial hardship. * **Bureaucracy and 
Information:** Navigating the different agencies 
can be complex. Seeking help from public 
services, NGOs, or community centers can be 
very helpful. 

**4. Legal Aid and Support Organizations:** * 
**Defensoria Pública da União (DPU) / 
Defensorias Públicas Estaduais:** Public 
defender offices provide free legal assistance to 
low-income individuals. They can help with 
administrative issues, documentation, and even 
judicial challenges if necessary. * **NGOs and 
Civil Society Organizations:** Many organizations 
work with migrants and returnees in Brazil, 
offering guidance, practical support, and 
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sometimes even temporary housing or access to 
legal services. Examples include Caritas and 
other human rights groups. * 
**Consulates/Embassies (if applicable, for foreign 
nationals):** While the question focuses on 
Brazilian nationals, for foreign nationals, their 
country’s consulate would be the primary point of 
contact for identification documents. In summary, 
while there isn’t a distinct “deportee” legal 
mechanism, Brazilian law ensures the right to 
identification for all its citizens. Deported 
individuals will follow the standard procedures for 
obtaining duplicates or renewals of their national 
documents, with particular attention to 
overcoming practical challenges like the lack of 
proof of residence or original foundational 
documents. Access to legal aid and support 
organizations is crucial for a smoother process. 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Legal Status Upon Deportation to Brazil 

Deported individuals arriving in Brazil are subject 
to a combination of administrative and judicial 
procedures, depending on the circumstances of 
their removal and their legal standing in Brazil. 

1. Governing Law: Law No. 13.445/2017 – 
Brazilian National Immigration Law 

This law outlines the legal grounds and 
procedures for deportation, including: 

▪ Grounds for Deportation: Criminal 
convictions (e.g., trafficking, violent 
crimes), violations of immigration 
regulations, or threats to national security.  

▪ Administrative Process: Deportation is 
typically initiated by the Ministry of Justice 
and Public Security through 
administrative channels. Individuals may 
be detained and issued a deportation 
order. 

▪ Judicial Oversight: In certain cases, 
especially those involving asylum seekers 
or stateless persons, deportation may be 
challenged in court. Legal representation 
is available through the Public Defender’s 
Office (DPU), which is notified of all 
deportation cases and provides legal 
advice and representation. 

Procedural Rights and Legal Recourse 

Deported individuals have access to several 
procedural safeguards: 

▪ Right to Appeal: Individuals may appeal 
deportation orders through administrative 
or judicial channels. 

▪ Legal Representation: The DPU ensures 
that migrants and refugees are informed 
of their rights and can access legal 
counsel. 

▪ Humanitarian Considerations: Courts may 
consider humanitarian grounds, 
especially in cases involving family 
reunification, health issues, or 
statelessness. 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

1. Defensoria Pública da União (DPU) 

Mission: Provide free legal assistance to 
individuals in vulnerable situations, including 
deportees. 

Services: Legal representation in deportation and 
asylum cases 

Strategic litigation and rights advocacy 

Reach: Nationwide coverage with offices in all 
Brazilian states 

Partners: Works with federal agencies, 
universities, and international bodies like UNHCR 

Brazil Legal Assistance – Rights in Exile 

L13445 

https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/brazil-legal-assistance/
https://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/_ato2015-2018/2017/lei/l13445.htm
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2. Instituto Adus 

Mission: Promote the social, economic, and 
cultural reintegration of refugees and migrants in 
Brazil. 

Services: Portuguese language classes 

Job placement and professional training 

Legal orientation and psychosocial support 

Impact: Thousands of individuals supported 
annually 

Offers services to migrants from over 40 
nationalities 

Partners: Collaborates with private companies, 
cultural ambassadors, and civil society networks 

Adus - Instituto de Reintegração do Refugiado 

3. Missão Paz 

Mission: Provide shelter, legal aid, and integration 
support to migrants and refugees. 

Services: Shelter (Casa do Migrante) for up to 
110 people 

Legal assistance in migration, labor, family, and 
social security law 

Portuguese classes, psychological support, and 
social services 

Impact: Assists individuals from over 70 
nationalities annually 

Partners: Works with Scalabrinian religious 
networks, universities, and IOM 

Brazil Legal Assistance – Rights in Exile 

4. Centro de Direitos Humanos e Cidadania do 
Imigrante (CDHIC) 

Mission: Promote human rights and citizenship for 
immigrants and refugees. 

Services: Legal assistance and migration 
regularization 

Social service orientation 

Advocacy for decent working conditions 

Partners: Engages with local governments, legal 
institutions, and community organizations 

Brazil Legal Assistance – Rights in Exile 

5. ProMigra (USP Law School Project) 

Mission: Promote and defend the rights of 
migrants through legal education and advocacy. 

Services: Free legal assistance 

Public awareness campaigns 

Research and policy engagement 

Partners: University of São Paulo, legal clinics, 
and civil society groups 

Brazil Legal Assistance – Rights in Exile 

6. International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
– Brazil 

Mission: Support safe and dignified migration and 
reintegration. 

Services: Assisted voluntary return 

Reintegration support 

Mapping of services for deportees and trafficking 
survivors 

Impact: Published a comprehensive Directory of 
Services for returnees in Brazil. 

Partners: UK Government, Brazilian ministries, 
UN agencies. 

directory-of-services-for-survivors-of-human-
trafficking-and-forced-labour-returning-to-
brazil.pdf 

UNHCR Brazil 

Mission: Protect refugees, asylum seekers, and 
stateless persons. 

Services: Emergency shelter, legal aid, and cash 
support 

Advocacy and policy development 

Partners: Civil society organizations, Brazilian 
government, private sector. 

Brazil Legal Assistance – Rights in Exile 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Article 4, IX of the Migration Law explicitly 
guarantees free legal assistance to migrants in 

https://adus.org.br/
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/brazil-legal-assistance/
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/brazil-legal-assistance/
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/brazil-legal-assistance/
https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/2025-03/directory-of-services-for-survivors-of-human-trafficking-and-forced-labour-returning-to-brazil.pdf
https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/2025-03/directory-of-services-for-survivors-of-human-trafficking-and-forced-labour-returning-to-brazil.pdf
https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/2025-03/directory-of-services-for-survivors-of-human-trafficking-and-forced-labour-returning-to-brazil.pdf
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/brazil-legal-assistance/
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need, including in deportation, expulsion, and 
extradition proceedings: 

Article 4º The migrant is guaranteed, within 
national territory and on equal terms with 
nationals, the inviolability of the rights to life, 
liberty, equality, security, and property. The 
following are also ensured: 

IX – Full access to justice and free 
comprehensive legal assistance for those who 
demonstrate insufficient financial resources. 

Article 51. Procedures leading to deportation must 
respect the principles of contradictory (the right to 
respond) and ample defense, as well as the 
guarantee of an appeal with suspensive effect 
(i.e., the deportation is paused until the appeal is 
resolved). 

§1 The Federal Public Defender’s Office 
(Defensoria Pública da União) must be notified, 
preferably by electronic means, to provide 
assistance to the individual being deported in all 
administrative deportation procedures. 

§2 The absence of a response from the Federal 
Public Defender’s Office, provided it was 
previously and properly notified, shall not prevent 
the execution of the deportation measure. 

Within the Public Defender’s Office (DPU), there 
is the Coordination for International Legal 
Assistance (CAJI), which is responsible for 
managing the provision of free international legal 
assistance to individuals in situations of legal and 
economic vulnerability, whether Brazilian 
nationals or migrants, in accordance with national 
legislation and the treaties and agreements 
signed by Brazil. 

L13445 

Coordenação de assistência Jurídica 
Internacional – CAJI – DPU – Direitos Humanos 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Yes, Brazil has incorporated international human 
rights and refugee law standards into its legal 
framework for deported or returned individuals, 
particularly through a combination of domestic 
legislation and adherence to international treaties 
and regional agreements. 

Key Legal Instruments and Commitments 

1. International Treaties and Conventions: 

▪ Brazil is a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee 
Convention and its 1967 Protocol, which 
establish the principle of non-refoulement—
prohibiting the return of individuals to 
countries where they may face persecution[1]. 

▪ It has also ratified other core human rights 
treaties, including the Convention Against 
Torture, CEDAW, CRC, and the American 
Convention on Human Rights, reinforcing 
protections against inhumane treatment and 
ensuring due process[2]. 

2. Domestic Legislation: 

▪ Law No. 9.474/1997 (Refugee Law) and 
Law No. 13.445/2017 (Migration Law) align 
Brazil’s asylum and migration policies with 
international standards. These laws 
guarantee rights such as legal assistance, 
access to public services, and protection 
against arbitrary expulsion [1] [2]. 

▪ The principle of non-refoulement is explicitly 
upheld in Brazilian law, ensuring that 
refugees and asylum seekers cannot be 
returned to countries where their life or 
freedom would be at risk [3]. 

▪ The 1988 Federal Constitution enshrines the 
dignity of the human person as a foundation 
of the Republic and establishes the 
prevalence of human rights in international 
relations (Art. 4, II). 

3. Regional Frameworks: 

▪ Brazil has adopted the Cartagena Declaration 
(1984), which expands the definition of 
refugee to include those fleeing generalized 
violence or massive human rights violations. 
This broader definition is partially reflected in 
Brazil’s Refugee Law [2]. 

▪ Brazil also endorsed the Brazil Declaration 
and Plan of Action (2014), which emphasizes 
the integration of international human rights, 
refugee, and humanitarian law into national 
frameworks, and calls for dignified treatment 
and due process in refugee status 
determinations [4]. 

4. Practical Protections: 

▪ Refugees and asylum seekers in Brazil have 
the same rights as Brazilian citizens under 
Article 6 of the Constitution, including access 
to health, education, and work [3]. 

https://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/_ato2015-2018/2017/lei/l13445.htm
https://direitoshumanos.dpu.def.br/coordenacao-de-assistencia-juridica-internacional-caji/
https://direitoshumanos.dpu.def.br/coordenacao-de-assistencia-juridica-internacional-caji/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-refugee-and-asylum-laws-in-brazil/
https://www.asileproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Country-Note_Brazil.pdf
https://generisonline.com/understanding-refugee-and-asylum-laws-in-brazil/
https://www.asileproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Country-Note_Brazil.pdf
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
https://www.asileproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Country-Note_Brazil.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2014/9865.pdf
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
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▪ Brazil provides legal safeguards against 
deportation or extradition for recognized 
refugees, except in cases involving national 
security or public order [3]. 

▪ Notable Practices 

▪ Brazil has implemented accelerated asylum 
procedures for Venezuelans, recognizing 
them as prima facie refugees due to 
generalized human rights violations in their 
country [2]. 

▪ The country also allows family reunification 
and offers humanitarian visas for individuals 
who may not meet the strict refugee criteria 
but still require protection [3]. 

Would you like a summary of how these 
protections are applied in practice, such as during 
deportation proceedings or border controls? 

References 

[1] Understanding Refugee and Asylum Laws in 
Brazil 

[2] Country Note BRAZIL - asileproject.eu 

[3] Rights of refugees and asylum seekers - 
UNHCR Brazil 

[4] Brazil Declaration and Plan of Action 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

Yes, Brazil offers several legal education and 
rights-awareness programs for deported 
individuals and vulnerable migrants. These 
initiatives are primarily led by government 
institutions, universities, and civil society 
organizations. 

Federal Public Defender’s Office (DPU) 

The DPU plays a central role in defending the 
rights of deported individuals, refugees, and 
migrants: 

▪ Legal Representation: DPU is legally required 
to be notified of all deportation and expulsion 
cases, ensuring migrants receive legal advice 
and representation. 

▪ Rights Awareness: Through its Migrants, 
Refugees, and Stateless Persons Working 
Group, DPU conducts outreach and 
education campaigns to inform migrants of 
their rights. 

▪ Strategic Litigation: DPU engages in public 
interest litigation to challenge unjust policies 
and improve access to services. 

▪ Training Programs: DPU trains public officials 
and civil society actors involved in migrant 
integration and protection. 

▪ Partnerships: Works closely with UNHCR and 
other stakeholders to improve refugee 
protection systems. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
offers reintegration support for returning migrants: 

▪ Includes legal advice, psychosocial support, 
housing, and access to public services. 

▪ Works with the National Referral Mechanism 
and Human Trafficking Response Centers. 

▪ Maintains a directory of services for 
returnees, including deported individuals. 

Brazil: Legal advice and representation - ACSG 

Brazil Legal Assistance – Rights in Exile 

Brazilian Migration Law: L13445 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

Deported individuals from the US, including 
Brazilians, face significant challenges in 
recovering personal belongings left behind. 
However, there are programs, legal tools, and 
humanitarian resources that can help mitigate 
these issues. 

1. Legal Ownership vs. Practical Access 

▪ US law does not revoke property rights upon 
deportation, meaning deported individuals still 
legally own their homes, vehicles, bank 
accounts, and personal items [1]. 

▪ The main challenge is managing or retrieving 
these assets remotely, especially without prior 
legal arrangements. 

2. Project Homecoming (US Program) 

▪ Offers voluntary exit assistance, including: 

▪ Free flights 

https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
https://www.asileproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Country-Note_Brazil.pdf
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-refugee-and-asylum-laws-in-brazil/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-refugee-and-asylum-laws-in-brazil/
https://www.asileproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Country-Note_Brazil.pdf
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/direitos-e-deveres/direitos/
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2014/9865.pdf
https://acsg-portal.org/tools/brazil-legal-advice-and-representation/
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/brazil-legal-assistance/
https://www.planalto.gov.br/ccivil_03/_Ato2015-2018/2017/Lei/L13445.htm
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
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▪ Travel document support 

▪ Airport staff assistance 

▪ A financial “exit bonus” 

▪ However, it also includes strict enforcement 
measures, such as property confiscation for 
non-compliance [1]. 

3. Power of Attorney 

▪ A critical legal tool allowing a trusted person 
in the US to manage property, access bank 
accounts, and retrieve belongings. 

▪ It should ideally be set up before deportation, 
as doing so afterward is much more 
difficult [1]. 

4. Humanitarian Support: No More Deaths 
(No Más Muertes) 

▪ Provides best practices for helping deported 
individuals recover detained money and 
belongings [2]. 

▪ Strategies include: 

▪ Reissuing checks to third parties (family 
or organizations) 

▪ Coordinating with detention facilities 

▪ Using notarized letters or credible 
witnesses for identity verification 

▪ Sending recovered funds via bank deposit 
or money transfer 

▪ Emphasizes transparency, respect for 
individual agency, and safe recovery 
methods. 

5. Brazilian Government Initiatives 

▪ Brazil has proposed a working group with the 
US to address deportation-related issues, 
including the recovery of belongings [3]. 

▪ A humanitarian assistance post is being 
established to support deported Brazilians, 
potentially including help with property 
recovery. 

Practical Recommendations for Deported 
Individuals 

▪ Before Deportation: 

▪ Set up a power of attorney 

▪ Document and organize all assets 

▪ Transfer funds to accessible accounts 

▪ Consider selling or transferring ownership 
of major assets 

▪ After Deportation: 

▪ Contact humanitarian organizations like 
No More Deaths 

▪ Work with family or legal representatives 
in the US. 

▪ Use consular services for notarization and 
legal support 

Would you like help drafting a checklist or legal 
guide for Brazilian nationals facing deportation 
risks? 

References 

[1] Do You Lose Ownership of US Property After 
Deportation? 

[2] Best Practices.docx 

[3] Strategy for deported individuals aims to avoid 
confrontation with US... 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

Post-Deportation Claims in the US 

While it is legally possible to pursue wage claims 
after deportation, it is logistically difficult: 

Most deported workers lose access to legal 
representation and evidence. 

US labor agencies rarely follow up on claims once 
the worker has left the country. 

Some US states and agencies are exploring 
remote claim mechanisms, but these are not yet 
widespread. 

Emerging Protections 

Recent US policies allow temporary visas or 
deferred removal for undocumented workers 
pursuing labor claims. However, these must be 
initiated before deportation. 

Legal Mechanisms in Brazil for Asset Recovery 

Civil Asset Recovery 

https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://nomoredeaths.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Best-Practices-recovery1.pdf
https://valorinternational.globo.com/politics/news/2025/01/29/strategy-for-deported-individuals-aims-to-avoid-confrontation-with-us.ghtml
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://nomoredeaths.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Best-Practices-recovery1.pdf
https://valorinternational.globo.com/politics/news/2025/01/29/strategy-for-deported-individuals-aims-to-avoid-confrontation-with-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/politics/news/2025/01/29/strategy-for-deported-individuals-aims-to-avoid-confrontation-with-us.ghtml
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Brazilian courts allow individuals to file civil 
lawsuits to recover assets or enforce foreign 
judgments: 

▪ Claims can be filed in state or federal courts, 
depending on the nature of the case. 

▪ If the defendant (e.g., US employer) has no 
domicile in Brazil, the case can be filed in the 
plaintiff’s jurisdiction. 

▪ Time limits vary: 3 to 10 years, depending on 
the type of claim. 

Recognition of Foreign Judgments 

Brazil recognizes and enforces foreign court 
decisions through a process called homologação 
at the Superior Court of Justice (STJ). This is 
useful if: 

A deported individual wins a wage claim in the 
US. 

They want to enforce that judgment in Brazil 
(e.g., against US-based assets or companies 
operating in Brazil). 

Evidence and Cooperation 

Brazilian courts can compel third parties to 
provide documents or testimony. However, 
international cooperation (e.g., subpoenas to US 
entities) requires mutual legal assistance treaties 
(MLATs) or diplomatic channels. 

Practical Steps for Deported Individuals 

▪ Document Everything: Keep pay stubs, 
contracts, messages, and witness contacts. 

▪ Seek Legal Aid: Contact organizations like 
ProMigra, DPU, or Missão Paz for legal 
support in Brazil. 

▪ File a Claim in the US: If possible, file a wage 
claim before deportation or through a US-
based attorney. 

▪ Explore Enforcement in Brazil: If a US 
judgment is obtained, seek homologation in 
Brazil for enforcement. 

Can an Illegal Immigrant Sue an Employer for 
Unpaid Wages? 

Migrant Workers’ Access to Justice for Wage 
Theft — Migrant Justice Institute 

Asset Recovery in Brazil - Lexology 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

Yes, Brazil and the United States have entered 
into bilateral agreements and memoranda of 
understanding (MoUs) that govern the repatriation 
of deported individuals, particularly 
undocumented Brazilian nationals. 

Key Bilateral Agreement: 2018 Repatriation Pact 

▪ Signed by: Presidents Michel Temer (Brazil) 
and Donald Trump (US) in 2018. 

▪ Purpose: To authorize and facilitate 
repatriation flights for undocumented Brazilian 
immigrants who have received final removal 
orders in the US. 

▪ Implementation: 

▪ The US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) conducts chartered 
deportation flights to Brazil. 

▪ From 2020 to 2024, Brazil received 
94 repatriation flights, carrying 
7,637 Brazilians [1]. 

▪ Controversies: 

▪ Some flights involved inhumane 
treatment, such as transporting deportees 
in handcuffs and under poor conditions, 
prompting criticism from Brazilian 
authorities [1]. 

▪ Brazil emphasized that deportations must 
respect fundamental human rights, 
especially for non-criminal individuals. 

Additional Bilateral Mechanisms 

▪ The US Department of State and Brazil 
maintain ongoing dialogues on human rights, 
migration, and law enforcement 
cooperation [2]. 

▪ These include: 

▪ Human Rights Dialogues addressing 
deportation practices and migrant 
protections. 

▪ Working groups on migration governance 
and deportee treatment. 

https://www.kingsleykingsley.com/can-undocumented-workers-make-legal-claims-for-unpaid-wages
https://www.kingsleykingsley.com/can-undocumented-workers-make-legal-claims-for-unpaid-wages
https://www.migrantjustice.org/wagethefta2j
https://www.migrantjustice.org/wagethefta2j
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=204db00f-f96f-4b2a-a79c-d8e9a2cc69ed
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://2021-2025.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-brazil/
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▪ Information-sharing agreements to track 
and support deported individuals. 

Summary of Key Provisions 

Repatriation Authorization Allows ICE to conduct 
removal flights to Brazil for undocumented 
nationals. Human Rights Safeguards Brazil insists 
on humane treatment and respect for deportees’ 
dignity. Information Exchange Brazil and the US 
share data on deported individuals to facilitate 
reintegration. Reception Coordination Brazil has 
begun establishing reception centers and support 
programs for returnees. 

Would you like a policy brief or presentation 
summarizing these agreements for internal use or 
stakeholder engagement? 

References 

[1] Deportations of Brazilians from US increased 
after 2018 agreement 

[2] US Relations With Brazil - United States 
Department of State 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Brazil’s international obligations for ensuring safe 
and dignified repatriation are grounded in a 
combination of human rights treaties, refugee law, 
and bilateral agreements, and are reinforced by 
global standards promoted by organizations like 
the United Nations and the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM). 

Brazil’s Core International Obligations 

1. Human Rights Treaties 

Brazil is party to several key international 
instruments that shape its repatriation 
responsibilities: 

▪ Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) 

▪ International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) 

▪ Convention Against Torture (CAT) 

▪ American Convention on Human Rights 

These treaties obligate Brazil to: 

▪ Prohibit inhumane or degrading treatment 
during repatriation. 

▪ Ensure due process and individual 
assessment before any return [1]. 

▪ Uphold the principle of non-refoulement, 
which forbids returning individuals to 
countries where they may face persecution, 
torture, or other serious harm [1]. 

2. Refugee Law 

Brazil adheres to: 

The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 
Protocol 

The Cartagena Declaration, which expands 
refugee definitions to include those fleeing 
generalized violence or human rights violations 

These frameworks require Brazil to: 

▪ Avoid forced returns of refugees or asylum 
seekers. 

▪ Ensure that repatriation decisions consider 
the best interests of children, family unity, and 
individual vulnerabilities [1]. 

Bilateral Agreements and Enforcement 

Brazil’s 2018 repatriation agreement with the US 
mandates that deported individuals be treated 
with dignity, respect, and humanity during 
repatriation [2]. However, recent incidents—such 
as the use of shackles and poor flight 
conditions—have prompted Brazil to demand 
clarifications and reaffirm its commitment to 
humane treatment. 

Brazil’s Foreign Ministry (Itamaraty) emphasized 
that: 

▪ Repatriation must not involve degrading 
treatment. 

▪ The government will monitor US immigration 
policies to ensure compliance with agreed 
standards [2]. 

IOM Guidelines and Brazil’s Alignment 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
promotes a rights-based and development-
oriented approach to return and reintegration. 

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://2021-2025.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-brazil/
https://2021-2025.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-brazil/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/migration/events/2024-Key-legal-standards-policy-recommendations-en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/migration/events/2024-Key-legal-standards-policy-recommendations-en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/migration/events/2024-Key-legal-standards-policy-recommendations-en.pdf
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
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Brazil aligns with these principles through its 
national programs and partnerships: 

▪ Individual-centered approach: Prioritizing the 
well-being and rights of returnees 

▪ Sustainable reintegration: Supporting 
economic, social, and psychological stability 

▪ Protection pathways: Especially for vulnerable 
groups like children, victims of trafficking, and 
those with health needs [3] 

Summary of Brazil’s Safe Repatriation Obligations 

Non-refoulement No return to countries where 
individuals face serious harm Due Process 
Individual assessment and legal safeguards 
before repatriation Dignified Treatment Humane 
conditions during transport and reception Child 
Protection Best interests of the child must guide 
repatriation decisions Sustainable Reintegration 
Economic and social support for returnees to 
rebuild lives Monitoring and Accountability 
Oversight of repatriation practices and bilateral 
compliance 

Would you like a policy memo or slide deck 
summarizing these obligations for internal legal or 
advocacy use? 

References 

[1] Human rights in the context of return 

[2] Brazil says treatment of deportees violates 
agreement with the US... 

[3] Safe, dignified and rights-based return and 
reintegration 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Brazil’s consulates in the United States play a 
critical role in supporting nationals facing 
deportation, both before removal and 
after repatriation, in line with Brazil’s diplomatic 
and human rights commitments. 

Consular Support Prior to Deportation 

Brazilian consulates are responsible for: 

1. Issuing Travel Documents 

▪ When a Brazilian national is ordered deported 
and lacks valid documentation, consulates 

issue certificates of nationality to enable 
repatriation [1]. 

2. Monitoring Treatment and Conditions 

▪ Consulates coordinate with US authorities to 
ensure humane treatment of deportees, 
especially during detention and transport. 

▪ Following reports of shackling and 
mistreatment on deportation flights, Brazil’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Itamaraty) 
demanded clarifications from the US and 
reaffirmed that repatriation must be dignified, 
respectful, and humane[2]. 

3. Diplomatic Advocacy 

▪ Consular officials engage in diplomatic 
dialogue with US agencies to protect the 
rights of Brazilian nationals, regardless of 
immigration status. 

▪ Brazil has created a bilateral working group 
with the US Embassy to exchange real-time 
information on deportation flights and ensure 
proper treatment. 

Consular Role After Deportation 

Once individuals return to Brazil, consulates help 
facilitate: 

1. Reception Coordination 

▪ Brazil has established a humanitarian 
reception post at Confins International Airport 
(Minas Gerais), the main destination for US 
deportation flights [3]. 

▪ This center provides basic services, including 
food, shelter, medical care, and 
documentation support. 

2. Reintegration Support 

▪ While consulates themselves do not manage 
reintegration programs, they coordinate with 
Brazilian agencies and NGOs to connect 
returnees with: 

▪ Legal aid 

▪ Psychosocial support 

▪ Employment and housing resources 

3. Human Rights Monitoring 

▪ Consulates report on deportation practices 
and advocate for systemic improvements, 
especially when deportees face abuse or 
procedural violations. 

https://www.iom.int/safe-dignified-and-rights-based-return-and-reintegration
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/migration/events/2024-Key-legal-standards-policy-recommendations-en.pdf
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://www.iom.int/safe-dignified-and-rights-based-return-and-reintegration
https://www.iom.int/safe-dignified-and-rights-based-return-and-reintegration
https://www.yahoo.com/news/exclusive-brazil-facilitates-deportation-nationals-154509747.html
https://valorinternational.globo.com/foreign-affairs/news/2025/01/27/brazil-says-treatment-of-deportees-violates-agreement-with-the-us.ghtml
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/geral/noticia/2025-01/brazil-announces-agreement-us-exchange-information-deportee
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Summary of Consular Functions 

Pre-deportation Issue travel documents, monitor 
detention conditions, advocate for humane 
treatment During deportation Coordinate with US 
and Brazilian authorities to ensure safe transport 
Post-deportation Support reception logistics, refer 
returnees to reintegration services, monitor rights 
violations 

References 
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nationals after US... 

[2] Brazil says treatment of deportees violates 
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[3] Brazil announces deal with US to exchange 
information on deportees 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

The number of people deported from the US to 
Brazil from November 2024 to the present date is 
not exact. 

However, there is information that 1,859 
Brazilians were deported in 2024. 

US number of Brazilian deportees 2024| Statista 

Besides, on January 24, 2025, a repatriation flight 
carried 88 Brazilians, marking one of the first 
deportations under President Trump’s new term. 

Deportations of Brazilians from US increased after 
2018 agreement | Agência Brasil 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

During recent deportation operations from the 
United States to Brazil, deportation flights have 
arrived at the following Brazilian airports: 

1. Eduardo Gomes International Airport 
(Manaus, Amazonas) 

▪ Role: Served as an emergency landing site 
due to technical issues on a deportation flight 
originally bound for another city. 

▪ Incident: On January 25, 2025, a US 
deportation flight carrying 88 Brazilians 
landed in Manaus unexpectedly. Passengers 
were reportedly handcuffed and subjected to 
poor conditions, prompting Brazilian 
authorities to intervene and remove restraints 
immediately upon arrival [1]. 

2. Confins International Airport (Belo Horizonte, 
Minas Gerais) 

▪ Primary Destination: This airport has become 
the main arrival point for deportation flights 
from the US. 

▪ Reception Measures: 

▪ The Brazilian Air Force (FAB) transported 
deportees from Manaus to Confins to 
ensure a dignified and safe arrival. 

▪ The Minister of Human Rights and 
Citizenship, Macaé Evaristo, personally 
welcomed the returnees. 

▪ A reception center is being established at 
Confins to provide humanitarian 
assistance, including food, shelter, 
medical care, and documentation 
support [2]. 

Summary Table 

Eduardo Gomes International Airport Manaus, 
Amazonas Emergency landing site for deportation 
flights Confins International Airport Belo 
Horizonte, Minas Gerais Primary reception hub for 
deported Brazilians 
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3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

Deported individuals arriving in Brazil from the 
United States are typically resettled in major 
urban centers that have established infrastructure 
for migrant integration and access to public 
services. Based on migration patterns, 
government programs, and civil society support, 
the following cities are key destinations: 

1. São Paulo 

▪ Largest migrant population in Brazil: Over 
360,000 migrants, accounting for 40% of the 
national total [1]. 

▪ Integration infrastructure: São Paulo has a 
robust municipal policy for migrants, 
including: 

▪ Legal aid and documentation support 

▪ Access to healthcare and education 

▪ Employment and entrepreneurship 
programs 

▪ Language and vocational training 

▪ Civil society support: NGOs like Missão Paz 
and the Franciscan Solidarity Service provide 
reintegration services. 

2. Rio de Janeiro 

▪ Hosts a significant number of migrants and 
refugees. 

▪ Offers public services and legal support 
through municipal programs and partnerships 
with organizations like Cáritas RJ. 

▪ Active in migrant rights advocacy and social 
inclusion efforts. 

3. Brasília 

▪ As the federal capital, Brasília is a hub for 
policy implementation and refugee 
processing. 

▪ Home to CONARE (National Committee for 
Refugees) and other federal agencies. 

▪ Hosts integration programs through 
universities and government partnerships. 

4. Recife 

▪ Known for its inclusive municipal policies and 
migrant support networks. 

▪ Offers legal orientation, housing assistance, 
and job placement services. 

5. Belo Horizonte (Confins Region) 

▪ Primary arrival point for deportation flights 
from the US. 

▪ The government is establishing a reception 
center in Confins to provide humanitarian aid 
and reintegration support [2]. 

6. Manaus 

▪ Occasionally receives deportation flights due 
to logistical issues. 

▪ Has experience managing migration flows, 
especially from Venezuela, and offers 
emergency support services. 
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4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

Recent Demographic Information on Brazilians 
Deported from the US 

Recent data indicates that most deported 
Brazilians from the US are men between 18 and 
49 years old, with a minority of women and 
children. A significant portion had lived in the US 
for only a few months, working long hours under 
precarious conditions. Upon returning to Brazil, 
most went to live with relatives or friends. Minas 
Gerais and Rondônia are among the most 
common destination states. 

Demographic Profile of Deportees (2020–2025) 

Age: 

The predominant age group is between 18 and 49 
years, representing the vast majority of deportees. 

https://www.routedmagazine.com/migrants-sao-paulo-integration
https://www.latintimes.com/brazil-set-reception-center-deportees-after-accusing-us-degrading-treatment-nationals-573933
https://www.routedmagazine.com/migrants-sao-paulo-integration
https://www.routedmagazine.com/migrants-sao-paulo-integration
https://www.latintimes.com/brazil-set-reception-center-deportees-after-accusing-us-degrading-treatment-nationals-573933
https://www.latintimes.com/brazil-set-reception-center-deportees-after-accusing-us-degrading-treatment-nationals-573933
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Gender: 

Over 80% of repatriated individuals are men. 

Family Composition: 

Only 13.36% of deportees arrive in family groups, 
indicating that most are traveling alone. 

Destination in Brazil: 

The state of Minas Gerais is the primary 
destination, followed by Rondônia, São Paulo, 
Goiás, and Pará. 

Conditions in the US and Upon Return 

Length of Stay: 

Many (26.05%) lived in the US for short periods, 
ranging from less than three months to six 
months. 

Working Conditions: 

Around 80% of repatriated individuals worked 
exhausting shifts of eight hours or more per day, 
often in precarious environments. 

Reception in Brazil: 

The majority (nearly 75%) went to live with family 
or friends upon return. 

Imigração para os Estados Unidos: 7 gráficos que 
mostram quais imigrantes Trump quer deportar - 
BBC News Brasil 

Brazilians Thrust Into US Deportation Spotlight 

Article: Brazilian Immigrants in the United States | 
migrationpolicy.org 

Mais de 11 mil brasileiros foram deportados dos 
EUA nos últimos seis anos 

Número de brasileiros ilegais deportados pelos 
EUA em 8 meses já é maior do que nos últimos 3 
anos 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

▪ Unauthorized Entry (Border Detention) 

A growing number of Brazilians attempt to 
cross the US-Mexico border without 
authorization. 

These individuals are often detained by US 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and 
placed in expedited removal or asylum 
processing. 

Brazilians Thrust Into US Deportation Spotlight 

▪ Asylum Denials 

Brazilians seeking asylum due to violence, 
persecution, or discrimination may be 
deported if their claims are denied. 

The US has tightened asylum eligibility, 
especially under recent policy shifts. 

Deportation of Brazilians: a silent tragedy - 
Latinoamérica 21 

▪ Administrative Agreements Between Brazil 
and the US. 

A 2018 bilateral agreement streamlined 
deportations by allowing chartered 
repatriation flights directly to Brazil. This has 
led to a sharp increase in deportations, 
especially under stricter enforcement policies. 

Deportations of Brazilians from US increased after 
2018 agreement | Agência Brasil 

In addition, there are other legal or administrative 
reasons related to deportations, such as visa 
overstays and criminal records, but no information 
was found on official websites. 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

Brazil does not currently have a specific law that 
mandates the systematic publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. However, there are 
legal and policy frameworks that promote 
transparency and data collection in the context of 
migration, which may indirectly support the 
availability of such information. 

Legal Frameworks Supporting Transparency 

1. Migration Law (Law No. 13.445/2017) 

▪ This law modernized Brazil’s migration 
governance and emphasizes transparency, 
human rights, and non-discrimination. 

▪ It mandates the creation of a National 
Migration Registry System (SisMigra), which 

https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/c1d4v543yy3o
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/c1d4v543yy3o
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/c1d4v543yy3o
https://www.visaverge.com/news/brazilians-thrust-into-us-deportation-spotlight/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/brazilian-immigrants-united-states
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/brazilian-immigrants-united-states
https://g1.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2025/02/28/mais-de-11-mil-brasileiros-foram-deportados-dos-eua-nos-ultimos-seis-anos.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2025/02/28/mais-de-11-mil-brasileiros-foram-deportados-dos-eua-nos-ultimos-seis-anos.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/jornal-nacional/noticia/2025/09/03/numero-de-brasileiros-ilegais-deportados-pelos-eua-em-8-meses-ja-e-maior-do-que-nos-ultimos-3-anos.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/jornal-nacional/noticia/2025/09/03/numero-de-brasileiros-ilegais-deportados-pelos-eua-em-8-meses-ja-e-maior-do-que-nos-ultimos-3-anos.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/jornal-nacional/noticia/2025/09/03/numero-de-brasileiros-ilegais-deportados-pelos-eua-em-8-meses-ja-e-maior-do-que-nos-ultimos-3-anos.ghtml
https://www.visaverge.com/news/brazilians-thrust-into-us-deportation-spotlight/
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/internacional/noticia/2025-01/deportations-brazilians-us-increased-after-2018-agreement


 

Brazil 
18 

collects data on migrants, including those 
subject to deportation [1]. 

▪ However, the law does not explicitly require 
public disclosure of deportation statistics. 

2. Access to Information Law (Law No. 
12.527/2011) 

▪ Guarantees the public’s right to access 
information held by government bodies. 

▪ In theory, this law allows individuals or 
organizations to request deportation data 
from agencies like the Ministry of Justice or 
the Federal Police. 

▪ Still, such data is not proactively published in 
a centralized or regular format. 

Institutional Practices 

▪ The Ministry of Justice and Public Security 
and the Federal Police oversee deportation 
procedures but do not routinely publish 
detailed deportation reports. 

▪ Some data may be shared in press releases, 
parliamentary hearings, or international 
reports, especially when deportation flights 
from the US are involved. 

▪ The UNHCR and IOM occasionally publish 
statistics related to returns and reintegration, 
but these are often aggregated and not 
specific to deportation [2]. 

Summary 

Mandatory public reporting of deportation data. 
Not required by law Migration Law data systems 
(SisMigra). Exist, but not publicly accessible 
Access to Information Law. Allows data requests 
Proactive publication of deportation statistics. 
Rare and inconsistent 
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7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

1. Ministry of Justice and Public Security 
(MJSP): 

▪ Department of Migration (DEMIG): linked 
to the National Secretariat of Justice, it is 
responsible for processes related to the 
entry, stay, and departure of foreigners, 
including expulsion and deportation. It 
publishes reports and consolidated 
migration data on the Immigration Portal 
and the International Migration 
Observatory (OBMigra).Tools such as 
DataMigra BI provide access to statistics 
on migration records, including 
deportations. 

2. Federal Police: 

▪ Responsible for carrying out 
administrative deportation measures and 
maintaining records in the International 
Traffic System (STI) and the National 
Migration Registry System (SisMigra), 
which feed OBMigra databases. 

3. International Migration Observatory 
(OBMigra): 

▪ A project of the MJSP in partnership with 
the University of Brasília, responsible for 
processing, analyzing, and publishing 
official data on migration, including 
deportations, repatriations, and 
expulsions. 

4. Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MRE): 

▪ Although it does not publish general 
statistics, it provides information and 
consular assistance regarding cases of 
deportation of Brazilians abroad. 
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8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Yes, deportation data can be requested through 
Brazil’s Access to Information Law (Lei de Acesso 
à Informação – LAI), provided the data is not 
classified as confidential or personal in nature. 

Here’s a breakdown of how this works: 

Legal Framework 

Brazil’s LAI (Law No. 12.527/2011) guarantees 
the public’s right to access information held by 
government entities. The law applies to: 

▪ All branches of government (Executive, 
Legislative, Judiciary) 

▪ Public agencies, foundations, state-owned 
enterprises 

▪ Private entities receiving public funds for 
public-interest activities [1] 

The law establishes transparency as the rule and 
secrecy as the exception, meaning that unless 
information is legally classified as confidential 
(e.g., for national security or personal privacy), it 
must be made available upon request [2]. 

Types of Information Accessible 

Under LAI, citizens can request: 

▪ Statistical data 

▪ Administrative records 

▪ Information about public policies and their 
implementation 

▪ Documents used in decision-making 
processes [1] 

This includes immigration and deportation 
statistics, as long as they are not tied to 
identifiable individuals. For example, aggregate 
data on the number of deportations, reasons, and 
countries of origin would typically be considered 
public. 

How to Request Deportation Data 

You can submit a request via the Fala.BR 
platform, which is the federal government’s official 
system for handling LAI requests[3]. The process 
is straightforward: 

1. No justification is needed—just identify 
yourself and specify the information you want. 

2. The government must respond within 
20 days, extendable by 10 days with 
justification [2]. 

3. If denied, you have the right to appeal within 
10 days. 

Limitations and Exceptions 

Some data may be partially or fully restricted if: 

▪ It contains personal information (e.g., names 
of deported individuals) 

▪ It is classified for national security or public 
safety reasons 

▪ • It requires extensive data processing or 
interpretation beyond simple retrieval [2] 
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