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Colombia

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

Colombians who are deported from the United 
States face a process regulated by U.S. 
immigration law, mainly under the jurisdiction of 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) and Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE). Deportation can 
occur for a variety of reasons, such as entry 
without valid documents, violation of visa terms, 
use of false IDs, or the commission of criminal 
acts that pose a risk to public safety. In many 
cases, individuals are detained and referred to 
specialized centers, where they can be presented 
before an immigration judge. However, there is 
the figure of expedited removal, which allows 
immediate expulsion without the right to a hearing 
if certain immigration requirements are not met. 
Once the deportation is determined, ICE executes 
the order, usually by air paid for by the U.S. 
government. In Colombia, the return of these 
people is carried out under reception protocols 
established by Migración Colombia, which must 
guarantee respect for the human rights and 
dignity of the deportees. This process is framed in 
U.S. immigration legislation (8 U.S.C. § 1227 and 
§ 1229a), ICE protocols, and in Colombia, under 
the supervision of Migración Colombia and 
compliance with Law 1465 of 2011, which 
establishes the country’s comprehensive 
immigration policy. 

Sources: 

Law 1465 of 2011 - Regulatory Manager - Civil 
Service 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Persons deported from the United States who 
return to Colombia have a variety of resources 
and institutional support designed to facilitate their 
social and economic reintegration. Through the 
Colombia Nos Une program, led by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Department of Social 
Prosperity (DPS), immediate humanitarian 

attention and guidance is offered at entry points 
such as airports, including transportation, food, 
temporary accommodation and special protection 
for minors at risk, in coordination with the ICBF. 
Subsequently, deportees are characterized and 
those who meet certain requirements may be 
included in social and productive programs that 
allow them to stabilize economically. Support 
programs for socioeconomic stabilization may 
include access to credit and capital subsidies 
through state entities, advice on planning, 
financial management, and resource digitization, 
and virtual workshops to strengthen associative 
and entrepreneurial skills. These actions are 
supported by Law 1565 of 2012, which regulates 
the return of Colombians from abroad, including 
those in vulnerable situations such as deportees, 
and Law 2136 of 2021, which establishes the 
comprehensive migration policy. 

Source: 

https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/ 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

In Colombia, although there are programs such as 
Law 1565 of 2012 and Law 2136 of 2021 that 
seek to facilitate the return of Colombians from 
abroad, deported people face significant 
limitations in accessing resources and support. 
Although deportees are beneficiaries of 
humanitarian assistance at the time of their entry 
into the national territory, one of the main barriers 
is that the socioeconomic stabilization benefits 
established by Law 1565 of 2012 – such as tax, 
customs and financial incentives – are conditional 
on requirements such as having stayed abroad for 
at least three years and making a voluntary 
registration in the Single Return Registry. which 
excludes many deportees who do not meet these 
criteria or who return forcibly. In addition, this law 
does not apply to people with current convictions 
in Colombia or abroad, which further limits access 
to benefits for those who have been deported for 
judicial reasons. Although the possibility of 
exceptions for humanitarian reasons is 
contemplated, in practice these are difficult to 
manage and depend on the decision of the 
Intersectoral Commission for Returns. On the 
other hand, Law 2136 of 2021 establishes a 
comprehensive migration policy, but it still faces 

https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=43219
https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=43219
https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/
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challenges in its effective implementation, 
especially in inter-institutional coordination and in 
the coverage of care for returnees in vulnerable 
situations. These limitations create a significant 
gap between the regulations and the reality that 
deportees face upon returning to the country. 

Source: 

https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/ 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

In Colombia, recent efforts are being made to 
strengthen support for deportees and other 
populations in situations of forced return, within 
the framework of a public policy of durable 
solutions led by entities such as the Department 
for Social Prosperity (DPS), the Unit for Victims 
and the National Planning Department (DNP). In 
2025, these entities participated in the first phase 
of the Internal Displacement Solutions Fund, a 
mechanism of the United Nations system that 
seeks to accompany States in the socioeconomic 
stabilization of displaced or returnees. As part of 
this process, the structuring of a CONPES 
document was announced, which will serve as a 
strategic tool to guide this policy, including inter-
institutional coordination and cooperation with 
international agencies such as UNHCR, IOM, 
UNDP and UN-Habitat. Although the main focus 
has been on internal displacement, these 
initiatives also benefit deportees by facilitating 
their inclusion in social, economic, and protection 
programs, in line with Law 2136 of 2021 on 
comprehensive migration policy and Law 1565 of 
2012 on the return of Colombians from abroad. 

Source: 

https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/ 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

The reception and reintegration of deported 
persons is mainly regulated by two laws: Law 
1565 of 2012, which establishes the return 
program for Colombians who have lived abroad, 
and Law 2136 of 2021, which defines the 

Comprehensive Migration Policy of the Colombian 
State. Law 1565 contemplates benefits such as 
economic support, tax exemptions and job 
orientation, but these are conditioned to 
requirements such as having resided at least 
three years outside the country and not having a 
current criminal record. For its part, Law 2136 
broadens the migratory approach by including 
humanitarian return as a valid modality for 
deported persons, allowing their inclusion in care 
and social reintegration programs, especially in 
cases of vulnerability. This law also promotes 
inter-institutional coordination, the strengthening 
of information systems and the protection of the 
human rights of migrants and returnees, including 
women and minors. Both norms seek to 
guarantee safe, orderly migration with a human 
rights approach, although their practical 
implementation still faces challenges in terms of 
coverage and effective access. 

Source: 

Law 2136 of 2021 - Regulatory Manager - Public 
Service 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

Law 2136 of 2021, article 40, indicates that the 
Directorate of Colombia Nos Une must provide 
guidance to Colombians returning to the country 
in terms of entrepreneurship opportunities, 
productivity and employment, education and 
training, citizen procedures, housing and health. 

In the following link Colombia Nos Une has 
information available for this purpose of 
orientation: Service System for Colombians 
abroad | Colombians | Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
At the moment there is only information available 
on education. 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Only if they are people with arrest warrants in 
Colombia will they be placed at the disposal of the 
competent judicial authorities. 

https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/
https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/
https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=168067
https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=168067
https://www.colombianosune.com/ejes/servicios
https://www.colombianosune.com/ejes/servicios


 

Colombia 
4 

Persons with Colombian nationality who arrive in 
the national territory as deportees or expelled 
persons who voluntarily present themselves to the 
official at the service filter, are presented to 
Migración Colombia by the members of the crew 
of the international means of transport in which 
they arrive, or by the officers of the foreign 
authority that guards them; they will be attended 
by the official in charge, who will receive the travel 
or identity documents and will carry out the 
immigration control process, leaving in the 
database as the reason for travel “DEPORTED” 
or “EXPELLED” as appropriate. When it is 
necessary to establish or verify the identity of the 
deported or expelled Colombian national, his or 
her full identity shall be made before the 
databases of the National Registry of Civil Status. 
When a judicial injunction, false documentation or 
identity theft is presented, the person will be 
placed at the disposal of the National Police for 
the corresponding prosecution. 

Information available at: 

Frequently Asked Questions - MIGRACIÓN 
COLOMBIA updated to August 2025. 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

To obtain a copy of the citizenship card, deported 
people can carry out the process online from the 
place where they are. 

It is necessary to take into account that this 
procedure is not free, except in the following 
cases (Law 1163 of 2007, Article 5): 

1. Issuance of the Citizenship Card and Identity 
Card for the first time; 

2. Registration in the Civil Registry of Birth and 
its first copy, and that intended to issue the 
citizenship card for the first time; 

3. Population displaced by violence; prior 
certification from the competent body; 

4. Demobilized personnel subject to certification 
by the competent agency; 

5. Duplicate of the ID card for the population of 
levels 0, 1 and 2 of the System for the 
Identification of Potential Beneficiaries of 
Social Programs (Sisbén), for a single time; 

6. The renewal of any of the identification 
documents; 

7. In special situations assessed and regulated 
by the National Registrar of Civil Status 
(Resolution 31428 of 2022, Resolution 2527 
of 2022). 

Additionally, deported Colombians can go to the 
diplomatic missions and consulates of Colombia 
accredited abroad to issue an “exempt passport 
with a machine-readable area”, which is valid for 
return to Colombia. This document consists of 
one sheet and is valid for 30 calendar days from 
the date of its issuance. In the event that the 
applicant does not have a Colombian 
identification document, the consuls will inquire, 
prior to the issuance of the exempt passport with 
a machine-readable area, the status of Colombian 
national in order to obtain summary proof of this, 
which will be recorded in the Passport Control and 
Issuance System (SICEP). 

Source: 

Single Regulatory Decree 1067 of 2015, Article 
2.2.1.4.1.8: 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Persons with Colombian nationality who arrive in 
Colombia as deportees or expelled persons who 
voluntarily present themselves to the official at the 
service filter. will be attended by the official in 
charge of Migration Colombia, who will receive 
the travel or identity documents and carry out the 
immigration control process. The officer in charge 
will include “DEPORTED” or “EXPELLED” as the 
reason for travel in the database, as appropriate. 

Source: 

Frequently Asked Questions - MIGRACIÓN 
COLOMBIA updated to August 2025. 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/entidad/preguntas-frecuentes-299115
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/entidad/preguntas-frecuentes-299115
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/entidad/preguntas-frecuentes-299115
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/entidad/preguntas-frecuentes-299115
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− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

1. Government Organizations 

▪ “Colombia Unites Us” Program (Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Department for Social 
Prosperity and Territorial Entities): 

▪ Type of service: 

▪ Attention Route for Returned 
Colombians, with support in phases of 
humanitarian care and socioeconomic 
stabilization. 

▪ Subsidies, training and associative 
credits with preferential rates. 

▪ Number of people assisted: In 2024, 
nearly 6,000 people were provided with 
humanitarian assistance. This figure, 
however, includes both deported people 
and other people who have returned to 
Colombia due to some other situation of 
force majeure or special causes. 
According to public information, between 
February 6 and 20, 2025 alone, they 
attended to 718 deported people, most of 
them from the United States. 

2. Non-Governmental and International 
Organizations 

▪ UNHCR (UN Refugee Agency): 

▪ It provides protection and assistance to 
refugees, displaced persons, returnees 
and migrants, including in the areas of 
socioeconomic inclusion and human 
rights for people in vulnerable situations. 

▪ Number of people served: UNHCR does 
not publish disaggregated data on how 
many Colombians have been direct 
beneficiaries of its programmes in the 
past. Additionally, in 2025 it reduced 
operations in several regions due to cuts 
in U.S. funding. 

Source: 

Colombians | Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Accompaniment on return | Foreign Ministry 

Accompaniment on return | Foreign Ministry 

prosperidadsocial.gov.co 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Colombia recognizes the right to free legal aid for 
people in vulnerable situations. This right is based 
on: 

▪ Political Constitution of 1991: 

▪ Article 29: Right to due process. 

▪ Article 229: Right of every person to have 
access to the administration of justice. 

▪ Articles 2 and 13: duty of the State to 
guarantee equality and protection of the 
most vulnerable. 

▪ Law 24 of 1992 and Decree 591 of 1991: 
create and regulate the Office of the 
Ombudsman, which provides free public 
defense services. 

▪ Decree 1069 of 2015 (amended by Decree 
991 of 2018): establishes that the 
Ombudsman’s Office organizes the free 
public defense service in criminal, family, 
labor, administrative and constitutional 
matters. 

▪ There is no specific rule that mentions 
deportees, but they have access under 
the same conditions as any vulnerable 
citizen. 

▪ Deportees usually return in conditions of 
special vulnerability (without resources, 
without support networks, risk of social 
exclusion, among others). 

▪ Consequently, the Ombudsman’s Office 
must guarantee them access to free legal 
aid. 

▪ In addition, the Attention Route for 
Returned Colombians (Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Social Prosperity, 2025) 
includes guidance and channeling to legal 
services. 

Source: 

Ombudsman’s Office of Colombia - 
Ombudsman’s Office 

https://www.colombianosune.com/
https://www.cancilleria.gov.co/footer/join-us/work/plan
https://www.cancilleria.gov.co/footer/join-us/work/plan
https://prosperidadsocial.gov.co/Noticias/prosperidad-social-refuerza-la-atencion-humanitaria-a-colombianos-retornados/
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/es/nuestra-gestion/defensoria-publica/
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/es/nuestra-gestion/defensoria-publica/
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3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Colombia has not adopted a specific international 
treaty on deported persons. However, it has 
signed and incorporated into its legal framework 
various treaties on human rights, migration and 
refuge that apply directly to deported or returned 
nationals. For easy reference, a list of such 
treaties adopted by Colombia is included at the 
end of this section. These treaties establish 
guarantees such as due process, the prohibition 
of collective expulsions, the protection of family 
unity and the principle of non-refoulement. Under 
the terms of Article 93 of the Constitution, the 
human rights treaties ratified by Colombia prevail 
in the domestic order and are a parameter for the 
interpretation of constitutional rights. 

In addition, Colombia has enacted legislation on 
migration matters in order to bring its domestic 
regulations into line with international standards in 
this area, as follows: 

▪ Law 2136 of 2021 defines the principles and 
guidelines of the Comprehensive Migration 
Policy (PIM), which is aimed at, among other 
population groups, Colombians abroad and 
returnees to the national territory. Law 2136 
expressly establishes that the PMI is 
formulated in accordance with the 
Constitution and the international human 
rights instruments ratified by Colombia. 

▪ The Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued Decree 
0089 of 2025 to streamline and make more 
efficient the procedure for recognizing refugee 
status in Colombia. This Decree was issued 
in order to comply with conventional, 
constitutional and legal commitments 

Source: 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia – Official 
statement. 

International treaties or instruments on human 
rights or the rights of refugees include the 
following: 

International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR, 1966) 

▪ Ratification: 1969 

▪ Relevant articles: Art. 13 – Protection against 
arbitrary expulsions; right to due process. 

▪ Link: International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights | OHCHR 

American Convention on Human Rights (ACHR, 
1969 – Pact of San José) 

▪ Ratification: 1973 

▪ Relevant articles: Art. 22.6 – Prohibition of 
collective expulsions. 

Art. 22.7 – Right to seek asylum. 

Articles 8 and 25 – Due process and judicial 
protection. 

▪ Link: OAS - Organization of American States: 
Democracy for Peace, Security and 
Development 

Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 
(1951) and Protocol of 1967 

▪ Ratification: 1961 

▪ Relevant articles: Art. 33 – Principle of non-
refoulement. 

▪ Link: Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees, 1951 

International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families (1990) 

▪ Ratification: 1995 

▪ Relevant articles: Art. 22 – Right to defence in 
expulsion proceedings; prohibition of 
collective expulsions. 

▪ Link: International Convention on the 
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families | 
OHCHR 

Convention against Torture (CAT, 1984) 

▪ Ratification: 1987 

▪ Relevant articles: Art. 3 – Prohibition of 
expulsion, refoulement or extradition to a 
country where there is a risk of torture. 

▪ Link: Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment | OHCHR 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC, 
1989) 

▪ Ratification: 1991 

https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.oas.org/es/
https://www.oas.org/es/
https://www.oas.org/es/
https://www.acnur.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/Convencion_1951.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/Convencion_1951.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
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▪ Relevant articles: Arts. 9 and 10 – Right to 
family unity and the best interests of the child 
in deportation proceedings. 

▪ Link: Convention on the Rights of the Child | 
OHCHR 

Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW, 1979) 

▪ Ratification: 1982 

▪ Relevant articles: Protection of migrant and 
returnee women from discrimination. 

▪ Link: Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women | 
OHCHR 

International Convention against Racial 
Discrimination (CERD, 1965) 

▪ Ratification: 1981 

▪ Relevant articles: Prohibition of discriminatory 
expulsions. 

▪ Link: International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination | OHCHR 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

In Colombia, there are the following education or 
awareness programs on rights for deported 
persons: 

1. “Closer to Rights” – Connecting Pathways for 
Rights (CCD) 

▪ Description: USAID initiative and 
implemented by a consortium of organizations 
(Freedom House, Pact, ABA-ROLI and 
Internews) together with the Legal Clinic for 
Migrants of the Universidad de los Andes. 

▪ Objective: To facilitate access to justice and 
information on rights for migrants, refugees, 
and vulnerable Colombian returnees. 

▪ Featured activities: 

▪  ‘Closer to Rights’ Project 

▪  ‘Walking Towards Justice’ Awards (2021 
and 2022) 

▪ Migration Jurisprudential Log 

▪ Link: Connecting Pathways for Rights - 
Migration Law | Uniandes 

2. Route of Care for Returned Colombians 

▪ Description: Coordinated by the Department 
for Social Prosperity and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Colombia. 

▪ Objective: To provide humanitarian 
assistance and accompaniment to deportees 
and returnees in vulnerable situations. 

▪ It includes guidance and referrals to 
institutional services, which may include 
information on rights and legal 
accompaniment. 

▪ Links: 

▪ Department for Social Prosperity: 
https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/ 

▪ Ministry of Justice – LegalApp (return 
orientation): Ministry of Justice and Law 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

Research shows the absence of a formal program 
specifically designed to help deportees recover 
belongings left behind in the United States. 

The information on this topic indicates the 
following resources: 

▪ The Colombian government has recently 
taken over the logistics of repatriation for 
deported citizens, in order to guarantee 
dignified returns. 

▪ NGOs and civil society organizations in 
Colombia are being invited to support 
deportees, but there is still no official 
mechanism for the recovery of belongings 
from the U.S. 

▪ International organizations such as No More 
Deaths and Freedom for Immigrants in the 
U.S. could collaborate in the recovery of 
assets, especially if the deported person 
manages to coordinate with them or with the 
Colombian consulate before deportation. 

https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-elimination-all-forms-racial
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-elimination-all-forms-racial
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-elimination-all-forms-racial
https://migracionderecho.uniandes.edu.co/conectando-caminos-por-los-derechos/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://migracionderecho.uniandes.edu.co/conectando-caminos-por-los-derechos/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.prosperidadsocial.gov.co/
https://www.minjusticia.gov.co/programas-co/LegalApp/Paginas/Que-hacer-si-quiero-retornar-a-mi-pais-puedo-recibir-algun-tipo-de-acompanamiento.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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[Colombia to Manage Return of All Colombians 
Deported from the US] 

[What Happens to Your Stuff When You Get 
Deported?] 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

Accompaniment on return | Foreign Ministry 

Yes. Among the benefits of Law 1565 of 2012 is 
the exemption from the payment of all taxes and 
import duties levied on the entry into the country 
of the goods described below, and up to the 
amounts indicated therein: 

Household goods: set of furniture, appliances and 
other accessories normally used in a home. 

UVT Incentive: 2,400 

Professional instruments, machinery, equipment 
and capital goods and other goods - except 
vehicles - that are used in the performance of 
their profession. 

UVT Incentive: 17,130 

Monetization of resources, proceeds of the sale of 
goods and assets earned for work or provision of 
services in the country of residence. 

UVT incentive: 34,262 

The costs of transporting the goods will be borne 
by the beneficiary of the Return Law. 

To access these benefits, you must carry out the 
procedures before the Directorate of National 
Taxes and Customs (DIAN) in the place of the 
national territory where the household goods you 
are going to send will arrive, for which you require 
the certificate that accredits you as a beneficiary 
of Law 1565 of 2012. 

In this regard, it is important to take into account 
that, for these tax incentives, the deadline for the 
arrival of the goods in the national customs 
territory is one (1) month before or up to four (4) 
months after the date of arrival of the beneficiary 
of Law 1565 of 2012 in the national territory. 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

1. Unrestricted Acceptance of Deportees 

Colombia agreed to accept all Colombian 
nationals deported from the United States, 
including those transported on U.S. military 
aircraft, without delay or limitation. 

2. Suspension of U.S. Tariffs and Sanctions 

The United States agreed to keep in reserve the 
planned 25% tariffs on Colombian imports (which 
were scheduled to increase to 50% in a week). 

Visa sanctions on Colombian officials and 
enhanced inspections by Customs and Border 
Protection will remain in place until the first 
deportation flight is successfully completed. 

3. Commitments of the Colombian Government 

Colombia pledged to guarantee dignified 
treatment for returning deportees. 

President Petro offered the presidential plane to 
facilitate the return of deported citizens. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs stressed that 
diplomatic channels remain open to protect the 
rights and dignity of Colombian nationals. 

4. Trade War Averted 

The deal averted a full-blown trade war, which 
had been triggered by Colombia’s initial refusal to 
accept two U.S. military deportation flights. 

In retaliation, Trump had ordered tariffs, visa bans 
and inspections, while Petro responded with 
reciprocal tariffs of 25% on U.S. imports and the 
search for alternative trading partners. 

5. Follow-Up Diplomacy 

Colombian Foreign Minister Luis Gilberto Murillo 
and Ambassador Daniel García-Peña announced 
plans to monitor and implement the agreement. 

[Colombia Accepts “All of Trump’s Terms” for 
Repatriations - Havana Times] 

https://colombiaone.com/2025/02/01/colombia-return-deported-us/
https://colombiaone.com/2025/02/01/colombia-return-deported-us/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/what-happens-to-your-stuff-when-you-get-deported/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/what-happens-to-your-stuff-when-you-get-deported/
https://www.cancilleria.gov.co/footer/join-us/work/plan
https://havanatimes.org/news/colombia-accepts-all-of-trumps-terms-for-repatriations/
https://havanatimes.org/news/colombia-accepts-all-of-trumps-terms-for-repatriations/
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4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

1. There is no international obligation for 
Colombia to guarantee a safe and dignified 
repatriation, but there are guidelines from the 
United Nations High Communications Office 
for Refugees (UNHCR) on how to achieve a 
dignified and safe repatriation: 

2. Voluntary Repatriation Manual: International 
Protection 

[Voluntary repatriation: international protection | 
UNHCR] 

3. RMRP 2025-2026: Regional Refugee and 
Migrant Response Plan (RMRP) 

[RMRP 2025-2026: Regional Refugee and 
Migrant Response Plan (RMRP) - Colombia | 
ReliefWeb] 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Support Before Deportation 

1. Legal and Documentary Assistance 

▪ Issuance of Travel Documents: Consulates 
issue emergency travel documents (laissez-
passer passes) for deported persons who 
lack a passport or valid identification. 

▪ Nationality Verification: Confirms the identity 
and nationality of individuals targeted for 
deportation by U.S. immigration authorities. 

2. Consular Protection 

▪ Consulates are mandated to monitor the 
rights of detained Colombians, ensuring that 
they are treated humanely and have access 
to legal representation. 

▪ They can intervene in cases of medical 
emergencies, family separation or human 
rights violations. 

3. Coordination with U.S. Authorities 

▪ Consulates act as a liaison with ICE and CBP 
to coordinate deportation logistics and ensure 

that deported individuals are properly 
processed and informed. 

Support After Deportation 

1. Repatriation Logistics 

▪ Following the 2025 Repatriation Agreement, 
the Colombian government—through its 
consulates and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs—committed to managing the 
transportation of deported nationals, including 
the use of Colombian Air Force aircraft and 
the presidential plane, and not to prevent the 
entry of planes coming from the United 
States. 

2. Reintegration Programs 

▪ Upon arrival in Colombia, deportees can be 
referred to the Department of Social 
Prosperity (DPS) to access: 

▪ Productive credits 

▪ Social services 

▪ Psychosocial support 

▪ Consulates facilitate this transition by 
coordinating with Colombian entities and 
NGOs. 

3. Community Outreach and Mobile Consulates 

▪ Colombian consulates carry out mobile 
missions to attend to nationals in remote 
areas or detention centers. 

▪ These missions provide legal guidance, 
documentation services, and emergency 
support. 

[Colombia to Manage Return of All Colombians 
Deported from the US] 

[home | Consulate of Colombia] 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

According to the Track Report of Syracuse 
University, 23,045 nationals were expelled so far 
in 2025, exceeding the total for 2024. According 
to Colombia One, the total expulsions in 2024 
were 21,056. 

https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2010/7742.pdf?file=fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2010/7742
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2010/7742.pdf?file=fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2010/7742
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/rmrp-2025-2026-regional-refugee-and-migrant-response-plan-rmrp
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/rmrp-2025-2026-regional-refugee-and-migrant-response-plan-rmrp
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/rmrp-2025-2026-regional-refugee-and-migrant-response-plan-rmrp
https://colombiaone.com/2025/02/01/colombia-return-deported-us/
https://colombiaone.com/2025/02/01/colombia-return-deported-us/
https://washington.consulado.gov.co/
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News: U.S. Records Record 7-Month Colombian 
Deportations Under Trump Administration 
Number of Colombians Deported from the US Hit 
Highest Level in Nearly 30 Years 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

U.S. deportation flights to Colombia have been 
arriving at El Dorado International Airport in 
Bogota. In particular, reports from January 2025 
indicate that flights from San Diego and Houston, 
in the United States, landed in the Colombian 
capital. 

The 201 nationals deported from the United 
States arrive in Colombia | Foreign Ministry 

118 nationals deported by the United States 
arrived in Colombia: the U.S. government paid 
100% of the expenses - Infobae 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

People deported from the United States to 
Colombia are usually resettled in several cities in 
the country, not in a single location. The choice of 
destination often depends on a number of factors, 
such as the deportee’s place of origin, the 
existence of family or support networks, and the 
availability of assistance programmes. 

However, there are also international and 
governmental organizations that provide support 
to returnees. For example, the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) has Points of Attention and 
Orientation in Colombia in the following locations: 

▪ Antioquia 

▪ Arauca 

▪ Atlantic 

▪ Bogotá D.C. 

▪ Chocó 

▪ Cordoba 

▪ Guainía 

▪ La Guajira 

▪ Magdalena 

▪ Nariño 

▪ Norte de Santander 

▪ Putumayo 

▪ Valle del Cauca 

▪ Vichada 

Link: Points of Attention and Orientation (PAO) - 
UNHCR Colombia 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

No detailed and updated reports on this subject 
have been found from official sources. 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

Deportations from the United States are based on 
a number of legal and administrative grounds 
established by U.S. immigration law. The main 
reasons can be grouped into the following 
categories: 

1. Violations of immigration laws: illegal entry, 
overstay, violation of visa terms, and 
immigration fraud. 

2. Criminal history and criminal activities: 
aggravated felonies, crimes involving moral 
turpitude, drug offenses, firearms offenses, 
and domestic violence. 

3. Threats to national and public security: This 
includes, but is not limited to, participation in 
terrorist activities, affiliation with criminal 
organizations, espionage, as well as any 
other activity that endangers the security of 
the United States. 

The primary legislation governing grounds for 
deportation in the United States is the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (INA), and within it, sections 
such as 237 (8 U.S.C. § 1227) and 212 (8 U.S.C. 
§ 1182) specify the detailed causes, ranging from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PlhG-3abg8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PlhG-3abg8Q
https://colombiaone.com/2025/08/21/colombians-deported-us-highest-level-30-years/
https://colombiaone.com/2025/08/21/colombians-deported-us-highest-level-30-years/
https://www.cancilleria.gov.co/newsroom/news/llegan-colombia-201-connacionales-deportados-estados-unidos
https://www.cancilleria.gov.co/newsroom/news/llegan-colombia-201-connacionales-deportados-estados-unidos
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2025/07/20/llegaron-a-colombia-118-connacionales-deportados-por-estados-unidos-el-gobierno-norteamericano-pago-el-100-de-los-gastos/
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2025/07/20/llegaron-a-colombia-118-connacionales-deportados-por-estados-unidos-el-gobierno-norteamericano-pago-el-100-de-los-gastos/
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2025/07/20/llegaron-a-colombia-118-connacionales-deportados-por-estados-unidos-el-gobierno-norteamericano-pago-el-100-de-los-gastos/
https://help.unhcr.org/colombia/bienvenido-a/donde-encontrar-ayuda/pao/
https://help.unhcr.org/colombia/bienvenido-a/donde-encontrar-ayuda/pao/
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remaining without legal status to committing 
crimes. 

In addition, the Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) of 1996 
contains certain categories of offenses that can 
result in deportation by establishing stricter 
procedures. 

The information is based on Title 8 of the United 
States Code, which can be consulted through this 
link: 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/uscode/20
19/title8. 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

No Colombian law has been found that mandates 
the publication of data on deportations. However, 
there is Law 2136 of 2021 that establishes the 
framework for the Comprehensive Migration 
Policy (PIM) which is managed by Migración 
Colombia. 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

In Colombia, several government and inter-
agency agencies are legally responsible for 
collecting and, in some cases, publishing data 
related to deportations and the management of 
the returnee population. The main ones are: 

Migration Colombia: 

▪ Official website: MIGRACIÓN COLOMBIA 

▪ Press releases and statistical data on 
migration flows can be found on this page, 
although specific deportation data are usually 
published in reports or one-off news items. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs): 

▪  “Colombia Nos Une” Program Portal: 
Colombianosune | Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ This portal provides information about the 
Return Law and the Single Return Registry 
(RUR), which is the official database for 
Colombians who return to the country 
voluntarily or deported. 

Interagency Group on Mixed Migration Flows 
(GIFMM): 

▪ Official website of the R4V platform: GIFMM 
Colombia website | R4V 

▪ The GIFMM, co-led by UNHCR and IOM, 
publishes reports and analyses on the 
migration situation in Colombia that often 
include complementary data to those of the 
government. 

8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Yes, it is possible to attempt to obtain deportation 
data for Colombians from the United States 
through Colombia’s access to information and 
right to petition laws. 

Specifically, Law 1712 of 2014, known as the 
“Law of Transparency and the Right of Access to 
National Public Information”, regulates the 
fundamental right of every person to access 
information held by public entities (Full text of Law 
1712 of 2014). On the other hand, Law 1755 of 
2015 regulates the Fundamental Right of Petition 
and establishes the rules for the exercise of this 
fundamental right, which is the main mechanism 
for requesting information from the authorities 
(Full text of Law 1755 of 2015). 

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/uscode/2019/title8
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/uscode/2019/title8
https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=168067#:~:text=La%20Ley%202136%20de%202021%20establece%20las,se%20encuentran%20en%20el%20exterior%20y%20retornados
https://www.google.com/search?q=Migraci%C3%B3n+Colombia&sca_esv=5b4a214e63f65c0a&rlz=1C5GCCM_en___ES1163&ei=MK7BaJTBB6uTkdUPlKvAEA&ved=2ahUKEwjMydby1s6PAxWgTaQEHVNSMQsQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=ley+colombiana+que+exija+la+publicaci%C3%B3n+o+informaci%C3%B3n+sobre+los+datos+de+deportaci%C3%B3n+de+colombianos+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiZ2xleSBjb2xvbWJpYW5hIHF1ZSBleGlqYSBsYSBwdWJsaWNhY2nDs24gbyBpbmZvcm1hY2nDs24gc29icmUgbG9zIGRhdG9zIGRlIGRlcG9ydGFjacOzbiBkZSBjb2xvbWJpYW5vcyBIAFAAWABwAHgBkAEAmAEAoAEAqgEAuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIAoAIAmAMAkgcAoAcAsgcAuAcAwgcAyAcA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCIn-Bni5MGA0mWlpDVTjaWKdM4Fm9CmWG4hnzEvkZ-Oh_oY4JSgif_LoaJlu2SWYlf18QCW5VHuPTFUH-vyQayqGfv18W8vYH23E6y_u4YhtmjyH71UYEmFjuwRdIW2YBFL00N1-lnMR_472cob1AQ7t-bMynp99I33GLCTMR3cO-eZQsXVnolQto8eCIzEcwR&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Migraci%C3%B3n+Colombia&sca_esv=5b4a214e63f65c0a&rlz=1C5GCCM_en___ES1163&ei=MK7BaJTBB6uTkdUPlKvAEA&ved=2ahUKEwjMydby1s6PAxWgTaQEHVNSMQsQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=ley+colombiana+que+exija+la+publicaci%C3%B3n+o+informaci%C3%B3n+sobre+los+datos+de+deportaci%C3%B3n+de+colombianos+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiZ2xleSBjb2xvbWJpYW5hIHF1ZSBleGlqYSBsYSBwdWJsaWNhY2nDs24gbyBpbmZvcm1hY2nDs24gc29icmUgbG9zIGRhdG9zIGRlIGRlcG9ydGFjacOzbiBkZSBjb2xvbWJpYW5vcyBIAFAAWABwAHgBkAEAmAEAoAEAqgEAuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIAoAIAmAMAkgcAoAcAsgcAuAcAwgcAyAcA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCIn-Bni5MGA0mWlpDVTjaWKdM4Fm9CmWG4hnzEvkZ-Oh_oY4JSgif_LoaJlu2SWYlf18QCW5VHuPTFUH-vyQayqGfv18W8vYH23E6y_u4YhtmjyH71UYEmFjuwRdIW2YBFL00N1-lnMR_472cob1AQ7t-bMynp99I33GLCTMR3cO-eZQsXVnolQto8eCIzEcwR&csui=3
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/
https://www.colombianosune.com/
https://www.r4v.info/es/colombia
https://www.r4v.info/es/colombia
https://www.suin-juriscol.gov.co/viewDocument.asp?ruta=Leyes/1687091
https://www.suin-juriscol.gov.co/viewDocument.asp?ruta=Leyes/1687091
https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=65334
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However, it can vary depending on the type of 
data and the entity. Migration Colombia could 
have official records on the entry into the country 
of deported people and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs could have information on consular 
assistance provided to deportees, the number of 
people who have been assisted, and perhaps 
general statistics on deportation flights 
coordinated with the United States. In any case, 
the information provided to interested individuals 
must comply with the rules on the protection of 
personal data (Full text of Law 1581 of 2012), that 
is, through the right of petition it will not be 
possible to obtain private and/or sensitive data 
without the authorization of its owner. 
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https://www.funcionpublica.gov.co/eva/gestornormativo/norma.php?i=49981


 

 

 

 


