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Costa Rica

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

1. Arrival and Initial Detention 

▪ Costa Rica agreed in February 2025 to 
receive up to 200 non-CR nationals deported 
from the U.S.—mostly from Central Asia and 
India—as part of a bilateral repatriation 
arrangement. 

▪ These individuals were taken to the 
Temporary Migrant Care Center (CATEM), 
located in Corredores, Puntarenas, where 
they were detained without the ability to leave 
while awaiting further arrangements. 

Costa Rica Confirms US Migrant Agreement 
Was Verbal, Not Written 

Costa Rica: Allow Deported Migrants to Seek 
Asylum | Human Rights Watch 

2. Conditions in Detention 

▪ Reports indicate that detainees, including 
children and pregnant women, arrived in 
visible distress, lacked documentation, and 
had limited or no information on their 
situation. 

▪ The Costa Rican Ombudsman criticized their 
treatment, and human rights organizations 
(CEJIL, AFSC, SJMCR) accused the 
government of committing human rights 
violations, including arbitrary detention over 
60 days, denial of nonrefoulement 
protections, and restricted access to health 
and legal assistance. 

Costa Rica Receives 135 Deported Migrants 
Amid Flawed Reception 

Costa Rica: New report exposes human rights 
violations against migrants expelled from the 
U.S. and warns: “This cannot happen again.” | 
CEJIL 

3. Options Offered to Deportees 

Initially, individuals were given limited options, 
return to their home countries or wait for third-

country resettlement. Later, they were informed 
about additional possibilities: 

▪ Asylum in Costa Rica 

▪ “Special humanitarian” status (initially vague 
in definition) 

▪ Others chose to seek onward resettlement 
elsewhere. 

Costa Rica: Allow Deported Migrants to Seek 
Asylum - Costa Rica | ReliefWeb 

Costa Rica Grants Special Status to 85 
Migrants Deported From the US 

4. Legal and Humanitarian Developments 

▪ In April 2025, Costa Rica introduced a special 
humanitarian permit, allowing successful 
applicants to move freely within the country 
for 90 days (extendable). They regained 
access to passports and identity documents, 
but were not authorized to work. 

▪ The measures were described by officials as 
“humanitarian,” aimed at avoiding forced 
returns and respecting individual choice. 

▪ In July 2025, Costa Rica issued a new 
resolution that allowed a group of 25 migrants 
to legally work in the country for a period of 
six months. This marked a significant shift 
from the earlier policy, which had prohibited 
employment for deported migrants. The 
change was presented as a humanitarian 
measure, and notably, the government 
waived the standard $55 immigration fee 
typically required for work authorization. 

Costa Rica Grants Humanitarian Status to 
U.S. Deported Migrants 

Government Allows Migrants Deported by the 
US to Work Legally in Costa Rica ⋆ The 
Costa Rica News 

5. Criticism & Suggested Remedies 

Human Rights Watch and other NGOs urged 
Costa Rica to go further by: 

▪ Providing work authorization 

▪ Ensuring housing support 

▪ Offering language training and job placement 
assistance 

https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/21/costa-rica-confirms-us-migrant-agreement-was-verbal-not-written
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/21/costa-rica-confirms-us-migrant-agreement-was-verbal-not-written
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/18/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/18/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/21/costa-rica-receives-135-deported-migrants-amid-flawed-reception
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/21/costa-rica-receives-135-deported-migrants-amid-flawed-reception
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://reliefweb.int/report/costa-rica/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://reliefweb.int/report/costa-rica/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2025-04-23/costa-rica-grants-special-status-to-85-migrants-deported-from-the-us
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2025-04-23/costa-rica-grants-special-status-to-85-migrants-deported-from-the-us
https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
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▪ Fulfilling their duty to allow asylum-seeking 
processes and avoid refoulement. 

“The Strategy Is to Break Us”: The US 
Expulsion of Third-Country Nationals to Costa 
Rica | HRW 

6. Costa Rican Citizens Deported from U.S. 

▪ Over the last five years, 849 Costa Rican 
nationals were deported from the U.S., with 
annual figures increasing (113 in 2022, 183 in 
2023, 332 in 2024). 

▪ The Foreign Ministry commits to facilitating 
their return and economic integration, but 
detailed publicly available programs remain 
limited. 

Más de 800 ticos fueron deportados desde 
EE. UU. en los últimos cinco años | Teletica 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Costa Rica grants three-month humanitarian 
permits to deported migrants, allowing legal stay 
and freedom of movement. 

Migrants can apply for asylum or other forms of 
protected status during this period. 

Costa Rica provides assistance at the ‘Centro de 
Atención Tempioral para Migrantes (CATEM)’: 
CATEM was originally a shelter but now functions 
as a detention and reception center, and includes 
services such as food and shelter, basic hygiene, 
limited medical care, and legal orientation. After 
deportation and detention the migrants can 
choose to stay voluntarily after. 

Costa Rica Grants Humanitarian Status to U.S. 
Deported Migrants 

Costa Rica offers three-month permits to US-
deported migrants 

Government assures that migrants will receive 
necessary attention at CATEM | CR Today 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

There are several organizations that support 
migrants in situations of vulnerability or food 
insecurity, including: 

1. Cenderos, an organization founded by 
Nicaraguan migrant women. It offers support 
in human rights, citizen participation, and 
social integration, with a special focus on 
migrant women, youth, and children. Located 
in San José (source: Cuatro organizaciones 
que brindan acompañamiento a mujeres 
migrantes en Costa Rica - La Prensa). 

1. Fundación Mujer, which promotes the 
economic and emotional empowerment of 
migrant women. It offers courses, training, 
and legal advice, working to help them enter 
the job market (source: Cuatro 
organizaciones que brindan acompañamiento 
a mujeres migrantes en Costa Rica - La 
Prensa). 

2. UNHCR Costa Rica (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees), which offers 
humanitarian assistance, legal protection, 
medical insurance, and local integration. It 
works in partnership with the government and 
other UN agencies and has offices in San 
José and Upala (Costa Rica | ACNUR). 

3. Fundación Rights Across Borders (RAB), an 
NGO that offers free services to migrants and 
refugees. It provides legal protection, 
humanitarian assistance, socioeconomic 
integration, and education, with a focus on 
dignity, inclusion, and resilience (Fundación 
Rights Across Borders (RAB) – Promoviendo 
la dignidad, resiliencia e integración de 
migrantes y refugiados a través de protección 
y apoyo humanitario en Costa Rica). 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

▪ Freedom of movement within the country 

▪ Protection from forced repatriation if facing 
danger in their home countries 

▪ Three-month legal stay, extendable by 
another three months 

▪ Support to obtain identification documents 
and passports 

▪ Work legally as independent contractors or 
employees - for specific groups 

▪ Stay for six months under humanitarian 
criteria 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/05/22/the-strategy-is-to-break-us/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to-costa
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/05/22/the-strategy-is-to-break-us/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to-costa
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/05/22/the-strategy-is-to-break-us/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to-costa
https://www.teletica.com/nacional/mas-de-800-ticos-fueron-deportados-desde-ee-uu-en-los-ultimos-cinco-anos_378274
https://www.teletica.com/nacional/mas-de-800-ticos-fueron-deportados-desde-ee-uu-en-los-ultimos-cinco-anos_378274
https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://www.visaverge.com/news/costa-rica-offers-three-month-permits-to-us-deported-migrants/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/costa-rica-offers-three-month-permits-to-us-deported-migrants/
https://www.crhoy.com/gobierno-asegura-que-migrantes-recibiran-atencion-necesaria-en-el-catem/
https://www.crhoy.com/gobierno-asegura-que-migrantes-recibiran-atencion-necesaria-en-el-catem/
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.laprensani.com/2024/09/05/derecho-humano-ni/3375366-mujeres-migrantes-costa-rica
https://www.acnur.org/donde-trabajamos/pais/costa-rica
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
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▪ Continue using CATEM facilities for housing 
and food 

▪ Humanitarian status 

Costa Rica Grants Humanitarian Status to U.S. 
Deported Migrants 

Government Allows Migrants Deported by the US 
to Work Legally in Costa Rica ⋆ The Costa Rica 
News 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

Costa Rica’s legal framework, including the 
General Law on Migration and Foreign Nationals 
(Law No. 8764), governs deportation and 
mandates humanitarian conditions for reception, 
with the Directorate General of Migration and 
Foreigners (DGME) responsible for implementing 
these policies. While the law allows for 
deportation, it also requires the provision of basic 
necessities like food, water, and sanitation, and 
individuals are entitled to access an attorney, 
notify family, and receive medical care. For third-
country nationals deported to Costa Rica, there 
are no specific programs for temporary protection 
or broad-scale reintegration, though humanitarian 
care and potential asylum claims are addressed. 

Key Legal Frameworks and Regulations: 

▪ General Law on Migration and Foreign 
Nationals (Law No. 8764): 

▪ This is the primary domestic law 
governing migration in Costa Rica, 
establishing the Directorate General of 
Migration and Foreigners (DGME) and 
outlining procedures for entry, stay, and 
the deportation of foreigners. 

Law-8764-Unofficial-Translation.pdf 

▪ International Law and Human Rights Treaties: 

▪ Costa Rica is a party to various 
international human rights agreements 
that influence its domestic policies on 
deportation. 

Governing Bodies and Policies: 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME): 

▪ This autonomous agency is responsible 
for executing migration policies, including 
the authorization and execution of 
deportation orders. 

Public Sector Organization - Directorate-
General for Migration and Aliens (DGME) 

▪ Migration Policy Committee (NMC): 

▪ The NMC is tasked with developing 
comprehensive migration policy and 
ensuring its implementation and 
monitoring. 

Migration Policy Institute | migrationpolicy.org 

Reception and Reintegration Policies: 

▪ Right to Basic Needs: 

▪ The law mandates that deported 
individuals have access to fundamental 
necessities such as food, water, 
sanitation, basic healthcare, and housing 
during their deportation. 

▪ Notification and Family Contact: 

▪ Deported individuals are authorized to 
contact family members and others in the 
receiving country. 

▪ Legal and Medical Support: 

▪ Detainees are entitled to prompt access 
to an attorney, with indigent individuals 
having access to a public defender at 
government expense. 

▪ Asylum and Humanitarian Care: 

▪ For those who are third-country nationals 
deported to Costa Rica, the government 
is expected to provide humanitarian care 
and address any claims for asylum. 

▪ Extended Legal Status: 

▪ In certain situations, such as the influx of 
third-country nationals from the United 
States, the government has been 
encouraged to allow individuals to extend 
their legal status to decide their next 
steps. 

Research: The State of Costa Rican Migration 
and I.. | migrationpolicy.org 

https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://aprendizaje.warnathgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Law-8764-Unofficial-Translation.pdf
https://sites.google.com/expedientesmideplan.go.cr/organizacion-sector-publico/direcci%C3%B3n-general-de-migraci%C3%B3n-y-extranjer%C3%ADa-dgme
https://sites.google.com/expedientesmideplan.go.cr/organizacion-sector-publico/direcci%C3%B3n-general-de-migraci%C3%B3n-y-extranjer%C3%ADa-dgme
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/costa-rican-migration-immigrant-integration-policy
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/costa-rican-migration-immigrant-integration-policy
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Challenges and Gaps: 

▪ Humanitarian and Integration Support: 

▪ While basic needs are legislated, the 
actual provision of comprehensive social, 
economic, and cultural integration for 
deported third-country nationals has been 
noted as a challenge. 

▪ Specific Policies for Reintegration: 

▪ There is a recognized need for policies 
and programs to specifically support the 
reintegration of deported individuals, 
particularly third-country nationals, into 
Costa Rican society. 

▪ Detention Conditions: 

▪ Despite legal provisions, reports have 
highlighted issues with inadequate 
separation of different categories of 
detainees and substandard sanitary 
conditions in the designated detention 
facility. 

Research: The State of Costa Rican Migration 
and I.. | migrationpolicy.org 

▪ Other Sources 

INTER-AMERICAN PRINCIPLES ON THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, REFUGEES 
AND OTHER PERSONS IN THE CONTEXT OF 
MIXED MIGRATION MOVEMENTS 

Laws & policies | Rights Mapping and Analysis 
Platform 

Costa Rica - United States Department of State 

Limited Aid and Impossible Choices for People 
Seeking Refuge: The Human Impact of Trump 
Administration Policies in Costa Rica - Refugees 
International 

Laws & policies | Rights Mapping and Analysis 
Platform 

Research: The State of Costa Rican Migration 
and I.. | migrationpolicy.org 

National report submitted pursuant to Human 
Rights  

Limited Aid and Impossible Choices for People 
Seeking Refuge: The Human Impact of Trump 
Administration Policies in Costa Rica - Refugees 
International 

countries - Global Detention Project | Mapping 
immigration detention around the world 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

▪ Migrants are provided with housing at the 
CATEM 

▪ Work in general is not possible. There was an 
exception granted recently to a group of 25 
migrants. 

▪ US is covering the costs with maintenance, 
repatriation, costs, and assistance in 
relocation. 

Costa Rica Confirms US Migrant Agreement Was 
Verbal, Not Written 

Costa Rica offers three-month permits to US-
deported migrants 

Government Allows Migrants Deported by the US 
to Work Legally in Costa Rica ⋆ The Costa Rica 
News 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Yes - migrants are taken to the CATEM for data 
collection and to initiate the repatriation process to 
their home Countries. 

Some information regarding CATEM and migrants 
experience: 

1. “(...) the families are held in a migrant 
reception center in Corredores canton, 
Puntarenas province. They have access to 
their mobile phones and can purchase 
minutes and data, but Costa Rican authorities 
hold their passports and other identity 
documents. 

Although those interviewed expressed 
appreciation for the shelter, food, and 
generally welcoming attitude of the staff in the 
center, they described conditions that are not 
suitable for children. Parents said the very 
warm and humid climate left their children 
listless and with little appetite. The center 
provides no education or other structured 
activities for children and few recreational 
opportunities. 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/costa-rican-migration-immigrant-integration-policy
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/costa-rican-migration-immigrant-integration-policy
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/migrantes2019en.doc#:~:text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,arrival%20in%20the%20receiving%20country.&text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,their%20family%20members%20and%20others.&text=States%20shall%20collaborate%20with%20each,right%20of%20the%20extradited%20person.
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/migrantes2019en.doc#:~:text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,arrival%20in%20the%20receiving%20country.&text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,their%20family%20members%20and%20others.&text=States%20shall%20collaborate%20with%20each,right%20of%20the%20extradited%20person.
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/migrantes2019en.doc#:~:text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,arrival%20in%20the%20receiving%20country.&text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,their%20family%20members%20and%20others.&text=States%20shall%20collaborate%20with%20each,right%20of%20the%20extradited%20person.
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/migrantes2019en.doc#:~:text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,arrival%20in%20the%20receiving%20country.&text=Any%20person%20expelled%20or%20deported,their%20family%20members%20and%20others.&text=States%20shall%20collaborate%20with%20each,right%20of%20the%20extradited%20person.
https://rimap.unhcr.org/laws-policies/43?combine=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmin%5D=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmax%5D=&items_per_page=10&order=field_instrument_year&sort=asc
https://rimap.unhcr.org/laws-policies/43?combine=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmin%5D=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmax%5D=&items_per_page=10&order=field_instrument_year&sort=asc
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/costa-rica/#:~:text=The%20law%20requires%20issuance%20of,services%20of%20a%20public%20defender.
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://rimap.unhcr.org/laws-policies/43?combine=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmin%5D=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmax%5D=&items_per_page=10&order=field_instrument_year&sort=asc
https://rimap.unhcr.org/laws-policies/43?combine=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmin%5D=&field_instrument_year_value%5Bmax%5D=&items_per_page=10&order=field_instrument_year&sort=asc
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/costa-rican-migration-immigrant-integration-policy
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/costa-rican-migration-immigrant-integration-policy
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/WG.6/47/CRI/1
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/WG.6/47/CRI/1
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/limited-aid-and-impossible-choices-for-people-seeking-refuge-the-human-impact-of-trump-administration-policies-in-costa-rica/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/costa-rica#:~:text=The%20country%20operates%20one%20dedicated,replace%20the%20CATECI.%5B15%5D
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/costa-rica#:~:text=The%20country%20operates%20one%20dedicated,replace%20the%20CATECI.%5B15%5D
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/21/costa-rica-confirms-us-migrant-agreement-was-verbal-not-written
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/21/costa-rica-confirms-us-migrant-agreement-was-verbal-not-written
https://www.visaverge.com/news/costa-rica-offers-three-month-permits-to-us-deported-migrants/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/costa-rica-offers-three-month-permits-to-us-deported-migrants/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
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Costa Rica’s ombuds office has criticized the 
conditions in the center”. 

2. “Those who are still at the center are some of 
the most difficult cases because they simply 
don’t know what to do next. None are 
originally from Latin America, let alone Costa 
Rica. They can’t return to their native 
countries because of persecution and 
violence. Yet they face enormous barriers to 
building new lives elsewhere. 

The temporary permits granted by the Costa 
Rican government are valid for only three 
months, with a possible extension. But they 
don’t allow people to work, making it nearly 
impossible to support themselves or their 
families. 

Some migrants have decided to return to 
Mexico to wait at the border, hoping they 
might somehow be allowed back into the U.S. 
Others have exhausted their resources and 
don’t have the money to leave Costa Rica. 
They find themselves truly trapped.” 

New Repatriation Measures: Costa Rica Prepares 
for U.S. Deportees Arrival : The Tico Times | 
Costa Rica News | Travel | Real Estate 

Costa Rica: Allow Deported Migrants to Seek 
Asylum | Human Rights Watch 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

Here’s a detailed breakdown of the legal 
mechanisms available in Costa Rica for deported 
individuals (Costa Rican nationals) to recover or 
renew their national identification documents 
(cédula de identidad), with explained procedures 
and precise sources. 

1. Legal Basis: Supreme Elections Tribunal 
(TSE) 

Costa Rica’s Supreme Elections Tribunal 
(TSE), through the Registration Office, is 
responsible for issuing identity documents 
(cédula de identidad) to nationals, including 
those born abroad or in special situations. 
Applications and necessary certificates are 
processed free of charge, and the results are 
authenticated by local authorities or a lawyer. 

2. Recovery or Renewal via Costa Rican 
Consulates 

Costa Rican citizens abroad—such as 
deported individuals who cannot immediately 
return home—may request a new cédula or 
renew an expired one through embassies or 
consulates. Requirements are: 

▪ Renewal: 

▪ Present the expired cédula or birth 
certificate 

▪ Provide two passport-sized photos 
with a light gray background 

▪ If the cédula has been expired for 
over ten years, two Costa Rican 
witnesses are required. 

▪ No administrative fee is charged at 
the Consulate, but it may take up to 
two months for the document to be 
issued and shipped from the Civil 
Registry. 

▪ First-time issuance: 

▪ Present a passport or birth certificate 

▪ Follow similar procedures regarding 
appointment and documentation as 
above 

Consulates may also leverage a “Friendly 
Consulate” approach—if access to the nearest 
diplomatic office is limited, applicants can 
designate a different consulate to process their 
request, though they must cover courier costs. 

3. Procedural Steps and Fees 

Once an application is submitted at the 
consulate: 

1. Appointment required—to be arranged in 
advance. 

2. Processing time—typically up to two 
months for the TSE to issue the cédula 
via the Civil Registry. The Consulate 
handles final delivery. 

3. Replacement cost—the first issued or 
renewed document is free at the consular 
service level. However, TSE began 
charging approximately ₡6,070 
(~US$11.92) for replacements if more 
than one cédula is requested in the same 
calendar year. Some groups (e.g. people 
with disabilities, seniors, indigenous 
people) are exempt. 

https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/20/new-repatriation-measures-costa-rica-prepares-for-u-s-deportees-arrival
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/20/new-repatriation-measures-costa-rica-prepares-for-u-s-deportees-arrival
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/20/new-repatriation-measures-costa-rica-prepares-for-u-s-deportees-arrival
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/18/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/18/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
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▪ The TSE’s Registration Office manages 
national ID issuance, including for deported 
Costa Ricans, with no consular fee for 
renewal or first issuance, 

▪ Deportees can apply for their ID at Costa 
Rican consulates, presenting the necessary 
documentation. 

▪ If the request is urgent or travel constraints 
exist, the Friendly Consulate policy may 
help—though additional shipping costs apply. 

▪ While consular services themselves are free, 
TSE may charge for additional replacements 
beyond the first annually. 

▪ Expect a processing duration of up to two 
months for issuance, considering both registry 
processing and delivery. 

▪ Deported Costa Ricans can legally reclaim or 
renew their national ID via Costa Rican 
consulates or embassies abroad. 

▪ There’s no fee for the first issuance within a 
calendar year, but subsequent replacements 
carry a TSE-imposed fee (from the second 
card onward)—unless exempted. 

▪ The process typically spans 30 days, with 
faster options available at additional cost. 

▪ Proper documentation is essential, and for 
long-expired IDs, consular procedures may 
involve sworn testimonies. 

Tribunal Supremo de Elecciones, República de 
Costa Rica 

Embajada de Costa Rica en los Países Bajos 
Ambassade van Costa Rica in Nederland - De 
website van embacr-nl! 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Here’s a detailed explanation—in English—of the 
legal status of individuals deported from the U.S. 
and received in Costa Rica, including whether 
they face any administrative or judicial 
procedures. All key points are carefully sourced. 

1. Legal Entry and Temporary Authorization 

Upon arrival, Costa Rica’s Migration 
Directorate grants these individuals 
“exceptional entry” and “temporary stay” 

permits—initially valid for 30 days, extendable 
for another 30 days—explicitly for the purpose 
of onward travel to their home countries or a 
third country. These permits are lawful and 
the individuals are not considered 
undocumented. 

Entry Requirements - Visit Costa Rica - 
Guidelines 

2. Detention at CATEM and No Criminal 
Charges 

Despite their legal temporary status, many 
deportees were detained at the Temporary 
Migrant Care Center (CATEM) without 
criminal charges. Importantly: 

▪ None were accused of wrongdoing. 

▪ All maintained valid migration status 
during detention. 

▪ The Court emphasized that detention 
“would require them to have an irregular 
immigration status and an administrative 
decision justifying deprivation of liberty, 
which is not the case.” 

So, the detention was not based on criminal 
culpability but appears to have been a 
discretionary measure by authorities. 

Costa Rica’s Migrant Crisis: A Paradise for 
Tourists, a Hell for Detained Deportees 

3. Delayed Release and Judicial Action 

Faced with criticism and the filing of habeas 
corpus petitions, Costa Rica’s Constitutional 
Chamber of the Supreme Court intervened: 

▪ The court ordered immigration authorities 
to process the detainees’ immigration 
status and release them. 

▪ It further directed the state to assess their 
needs—including healthcare, education, 
housing, and social assistance. 

This action affirmed that judicial processes 
can protect migrants even if no criminal 
proceedings are in effect. 

Costa Rican Court Orders Release of Migrants 
Deported Under Trump Deal 

https://tse.go.cr/
https://tse.go.cr/
https://www.embacr.nl/
https://www.embacr.nl/
https://www.embacr.nl/
https://www.visitcostarica.com/planning-your-trip/entry-requirements
https://www.visitcostarica.com/planning-your-trip/entry-requirements
https://ticotimes.net/2025/06/03/costa-ricas-migrant-crisis-a-paradise-for-tourists-a-hell-for-detained-deportees
https://ticotimes.net/2025/06/03/costa-ricas-migrant-crisis-a-paradise-for-tourists-a-hell-for-detained-deportees
https://ticotimes.net/2025/06/25/costa-rican-court-orders-release-of-migrants-deported-under-trump-deal
https://ticotimes.net/2025/06/25/costa-rican-court-orders-release-of-migrants-deported-under-trump-deal
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4. Humanitarian Regularization and Special 
Status 

In response to mounting legal pressure and 
humanitarian concerns: 

▪ On April 15, 2025, the Migration 
Directorate issued a resolution granting 
remaining deportees a special 
humanitarian permit (as of April 23 
implementation). 

▪ This permit allows: 

▪ 90 days of legal stay (extendable) 

▪ Freedom of movement across Costa 
Rica 

▪ Recovery of passports and 
documents 

▪ No authorization to work, unless the 
individual later obtains a regular 
immigration category 

This change was intended to mitigate the 
arbitrary aspects of previous detention 
practices. 

Costa Rica Grants Humanitarian Status to U.S. 
Deported Migrants 

5. No Penal Proceedings, but Administrative 
Oversight 

To clarify: 

▪ No deportees faced criminal or penal 
charges. 

▪ Their status has been managed 
administratively, starting through 
temporary transit permits, shifting to 
detention under CATEM, and ultimately 
transitioning to a humanitarian permit. 

▪ Judicial oversight—through habeas 
corpus and rulings demanding fair 
treatment—played a key role in ensuring 
their rights. 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

1. HIAS Costa Rica • What they do: Provide 
intensive legal support—including legal 
interviews, asylum interview preparation, 
petitions, representation in hearings with 
authorities—along with guidance on rights, 
distribution of basic necessities (food, water, 
hygiene kits), and psychosocial support, 
especially for women, children, and survivors 
of violence. • Areas of operation: Offices in 
San José, and teams present at border 
regions (north and south of the country). • 
Resources: Services are free; fraud reports 
are directed to the organization’s ethics team. 

HIAS Costa Rica | Support For Refugees In 
Costa Rica | HIAS 

2. Fundación Rights Across Borders (RAB) • 
What they do: NGO offering free services to 
migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees—
with a focus on dignity, inclusion, and 
integration—mainly operating at Costa Rica’s 
southern border. • Approach: Person-
centered, diverse teams focused on 
empowerment, protecting rights, and 
promoting local integration. 

Fundación Rights Across Borders (RAB) – 
Promoviendo la dignidad, resiliencia e 
integración de migrantes y refugiados a 
través de protección y apoyo humanitario en 
Costa Rica 

3. ANADDIR (National Association for the 
Defense of the Rights of Immigrants and 
Refugees) • What they do: Founded in 2022, 
provides legal information, migratory 
guidance, human rights training, and 
assistance to refugees, asylum seekers, and 
internally displaced persons. • Impact: Has 
served thousands (over 5,000 people), 
secured 68 amparo (constitutional protection) 
actions in 2024, and distributed about 3,000 
food packages between 2023 and 2024. 

AnaddirCR 

4. Asociación de Consultores y Asesores 
Internacionales • What they do: Offers legal 
assistance related to acquiring nationality 
(including through naturalization), seeking 
protected status, as well as material 

https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://ticotimes.net/2025/04/23/costa-rica-grants-humanitarian-status-to-u-s-deported-migrants
https://hias.org/where/costa-rica/
https://hias.org/where/costa-rica/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://rab.cr/
https://www.anaddircr.org/
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assistance. • Location: San José, near Paseo 
Colón. 

Inicio | Asociación de Consultores y Asesores 
Internacionales 

5. Instituto Mixto de Ayuda Social (IMAS) • What 
they do: Government social assistance 
agency offering support programs for people 
in poverty—which may include families who 
have been deported or vulnerable refugees. • 
Service: Socioeconomic assessment via the 
‘Ficha de Información Social (FIS)’ to access 
benefits and social support programs. 

Inicio | Instituto Mixto de Ayuda Social 

6. International organizations and support 
networks • UNHCR / ACNUR: Provides 
guidance on asylum processes and 
fundamental rights; can also offer helpful 
referrals. • American Friends Service 
Committee, CEJIL, and Jesuit Service for 
Migrants Costa Rica: These NGOs promoted 
in 2025 a temporary humanitarian migration 
regularization for people deported from the 
US, allowing them to stay in the country for 
six months (renewable), work legally or 
independently, move freely, and spend nights 
at CATEM (Temporary Migrant Assistance 
Center). 

From detention to freedom | American Friends 
Service Committee 

Costa Rica: New report exposes human rights 
violations against migrants expelled from the 
U.S. and warns: “This cannot happen again.” | 
CEJIL 

7. American Friends Services Committee, CJIL, 
Servico Jesuita para Migrantes Costa Rica 

Home | American Friends Service Committee 

Home | CEJIL 

Servicio Jesuita para Migrantes Costa Rica - 
Jesuitas en Centroamérica 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Costa Rican citizens are entitled to free legal 
assistance provided by the Public Defender’s 
Office, which covers civil, family, labor, and 
fundamental rights proceedings. However, this 
coverage does not extend to all types of legal 

issues. In certain cases, foreigners who can 
demonstrate a lack of resources may also be 
eligible for this assistance. Deportees and asylum 
seekers do not have an automatic right to this 
service. Administrative proceedings are not 
covered by the Public Defender’s Office, but 
instead, support is often provided by NGOs and 
civil society organizations. Please see sources in 
the question above. 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Costa Rica is a signatory to key international 
human rights treaties, and its Constitution gives 
such treaties higher legal status than domestic 
laws. The country has ratified the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 
American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of 
San José), the Convention against Torture, the 
Convention on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, and the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. These treaties prohibit arbitrary 
returns, discrimination, and illegal detention, 
ensuring effective legal protection, including for 
migrants and deportees. 

Regarding refugee law, Costa Rica is a party to 
the 1951 Refugee Convention, its 1967 Protocol, 
and the 1984 Cartagena Declaration—which 
broadens the refugee definition to include victims 
of generalized violence and massive human rights 
violations. These international standards are 
incorporated into national law (Law No. 8764 of 
2009), which recognizes the right to seek asylum, 
prohibits refoulement (forcible return), and 
guarantees due process for asylum seekers, even 
if undocumented. 

For deportees and returnees: 

▪ Costa Rican nationals deported from abroad 
have the right to enter the country, cannot be 
arbitrarily prevented from returning, and retain 
all constitutional rights, including access to 
justice and essential services. 

▪ Foreigners who are deported to Costa Rica 
(by mistake or otherwise) may apply for 
international protection (asylum) if at risk of 
persecution, and have the right not to be 
returned to a place where they may face 
torture or threats to their life (non-
refoulement). 

https://www.acai.cr/sitioweb/
https://www.acai.cr/sitioweb/
https://www.imas.go.cr/es
https://afsc.org/news/detention-freedom
https://afsc.org/news/detention-freedom
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://cejil.org/en/press-releases/costa-rica-new-report-exposes-human-rights-violations-against-migrants-expelled-from-the-u-s-and-warns-this-cannot-happen-again/
https://afsc.org/
https://cejil.org/en/
https://jesuitascam.org/servicio-jesuita-para-migrantes-costa-rica/
https://jesuitascam.org/servicio-jesuita-para-migrantes-costa-rica/


 

Costa Rica 
10 

In practice, implementation challenges remain, 
such as lack of free legal assistance in 
migration/asylum processes, long waiting times 
for asylum claims, cases of summary deportations 
or arbitrary detention at borders (especially for 
Nicaraguan, Haitian, and Venezuelan migrants), 
and limited access to social services for 
vulnerable returnees and deportees. These issues 
have been criticized by UNHCR, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, and 
local organizations. 

tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExter
nal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=41 

volume-1144-I-17955-English.pdf 

A_HRC_WG.6_33_CRI_2_CostaRica_Annex.doc
x 

Other sources in the previous answers 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

There is no specific legal education program 
exclusively for deported persons in Costa Rica. 
However, there are broader initiatives aimed at 
migrants and refugees, from which deported 
individuals could potentially benefit. These 
include: 

1. A legal compendium on education rights for 
migrants and refugees prepared by UNHCR 
and the Ministry of Public Education, which 
provides information on school enrollment, 
scholarships, and how to address 
discrimination, serving as a legal reference 
but not as an active legal education program. 

Costa Rica | UNHCR 

2. Free access to technical and vocational 
training for refugees and asylum seekers 
through the National Institute of Learning 
(INA), though this focuses on technical rather 
than legal education. 

Technical and vocational education and 
training | UNHCR 

3. A national plan created by the International 
Organization for Migration and the Ministry of 
Education to promote the right to non-
discriminatory education for migrants, 
emphasizing inclusion but not specifically 
legal education. 

UN Migration Agency, Costa Rica to Promote 
Migrants’ Right to Education without 
discrimination | International Organization for 
Migration 

4. An Emergency Education Program by Red 
Internacional de Derechos Humanos Europa 
(Ridhe) offering legal assistance, 
scholarships, and psychosocial support to 
displaced Nicaraguan students in Costa Rica, 
with legal support focused on refugee crisis 
circumstances rather than deported 
individuals generally. 

Red Internacional de Derechos Humanos 
Europa | RIDHE 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

With the support of AI and consultation on some 
websites that have written about the topic, a step-
by-step guide was presented for recovering 
assets left in the US, namely: 

1. Identification and exact location of the assets; 

2. Appointment of a legal representative in the 
US (this can be a friend or relative, but they 
must be able to take care of the sale or 
shipment of the assets - do not trust in 
random people; 

3. Hire (if possible) a specialized law firm or 
company that deals with this issue; 

4. Contact authorities and consulates, such as 
the Costa Rican Consulate in the US or the 
Costa Rican Ministry of Foreign Affairs—
although they are not responsible, they can 
provide guidance on documents and consular 
assistance; 

5. Check the status of rented properties, as the 
owner may evict you and retain your 
belongings; 

6. Arrange for shipment or sale through your 
representative, for subsequent shipment by 
carrier or transfer of the sale proceeds to your 
country of origin. 

NOTES: The refugee should document all actions 
and communications and, if possible, check any 
legal deadlines for removing property (especially 
vehicles). 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=41
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=41
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201144/volume-1144-I-17955-English.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohchr.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Flib-docs%2FHRBodies%2FUPR%2FDocuments%2FSession33%2FCR%2FA_HRC_WG.6_33_CRI_2_CostaRica_Annex.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohchr.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Flib-docs%2FHRBodies%2FUPR%2FDocuments%2FSession33%2FCR%2FA_HRC_WG.6_33_CRI_2_CostaRica_Annex.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/costa-rica?dataset=POP&yearsMode=range&selectedYears=%5B2012%2C2026%5D&level=OPR&category=PTY&fundingSource=ALS&compareBy=%5B%22category%22%5D&levelCompare=%5B%5B%22OCRI_ABC%22%5D%5D&viewType=chart&chartType=bar&contextualDataset=BUD&tableDataView=absolute
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/higher-education-and-skills/technical-vocational-education-training
https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/build-better-futures/education/higher-education-and-skills/technical-vocational-education-training
https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-costa-rica-promote-migrants-right-education-without-discrimination
https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-costa-rica-promote-migrants-right-education-without-discrimination
https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-costa-rica-promote-migrants-right-education-without-discrimination
https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-costa-rica-promote-migrants-right-education-without-discrimination
https://www.ridheuropa.org/
https://www.ridheuropa.org/
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2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

First, it is worth noting that even after deportation, 
the person remains the legal owner of their 
property (real estate, vehicles, bank accounts, 
personal belongings). The U.S. government does 
not automatically confiscate the property of 
deportees, but it also does not take responsibility 
for its safekeeping or return. 

According to Itamaraty—the Brazilian foreign 
ministry, whose guidelines can also be used when 
dealing with US legislation, the responsibility for 
the items left behind lies entirely with the 
deportee. Durval Magalhães, an expert and 
researcher on this topic, said that the assets are 
usually lost. However, he says that it is possible to 
resolve the issue remotely, although there is no 
concrete information about the measures 
taken by the two countries. 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

To date, there is no specific bilateral agreement 
between the United States and Costa Rica that 
directly addresses the recovery of personal 
property after deportation. However, there are 
cooperation instruments and memoranda of 
understanding that can be used as a basis to 
facilitate this type of assistance, especially in 
consular and legal contexts: 

1. Migration and Consular Cooperation 
Agreement (note: signed during the Biden 
administration): Readout of Secretary 
Mayorkas’s Visit to Mexico and Costa Rica | 
Homeland Security 

2. Memorandum of Understanding on Cultural 
and Heritage Cooperation: although focused 
on cultural heritage, this document shows that 
there are formal channels for dealing with 
property and the return of assets between 
governments. Link to the memorandum: 21-
115-Costa-Rica-Cultural-Property-Import-
Restrictions.pdf 

3. Hague Apostille Convention, a multilateral 
treaty to which Costa Rica is a signatory and 

which facilitates the recognition of legal 
documents between countries: HCCH | 
Authority 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Yes, Costa Rica has legal and institutional 
mechanisms in place to ensure safe and dignified 
repatriation, especially for Costa Ricans returning 
to the country after living abroad. These 
mechanisms are mainly coordinated by the 
Directorate General of Migration and Foreigners 
(DGME) in partnership with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) – 

Costa Rica - Migrants & Refugees Section 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Although no specific guidelines were found, it was 
possible to locate the IRM Program (Respuestas 
Integrales sobre Migración), funded by USAID, 
which 

1. Promotes the sustainable reintegration of 
returned migrants; 

2. Strengthens socioeconomic and labor 
capacities; and 

3. Facilitates access to basic services and 
development opportunities—see 

4. Programa Respuestas Integrales sobre 
Migración en Centroamérica (IRM) | OIM 
Costa Rica 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

First flight: 135 migrants. 
Second flight: 65 migrants. 
Third and fourth flights: 200 migrants. 

https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2022/03/15/readout-secretary-mayorkass-visit-mexico-and-costa-rica
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2022/03/15/readout-secretary-mayorkass-visit-mexico-and-costa-rica
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2022/03/15/readout-secretary-mayorkass-visit-mexico-and-costa-rica
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/21-115-Costa-Rica-Cultural-Property-Import-Restrictions.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/21-115-Costa-Rica-Cultural-Property-Import-Restrictions.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/21-115-Costa-Rica-Cultural-Property-Import-Restrictions.pdf
https://www.hcch.net/en/states/authorities/details3/?aid=1068
https://www.hcch.net/en/states/authorities/details3/?aid=1068
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/costa-rica/
https://costarica.iom.int/es/programa-respuestas-integrales-sobre-migracion-en-centroamerica-irm
https://costarica.iom.int/es/programa-respuestas-integrales-sobre-migracion-en-centroamerica-irm
https://costarica.iom.int/es/programa-respuestas-integrales-sobre-migracion-en-centroamerica-irm
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Costa Rica’s Role as Bridge Country for US 
Deportations Begins with First Repatriations 

“The Strategy Is to Break Us”: The US Expulsion 
of Third-Country Nationals to Costa Rica | HRW 

First U.S. Deportation Flight to Costa Rica Lands 
with 135 Migrants 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

Juan Santamaría International Airport. 

Costa Rica Receives 135 Deported Migrants 
Amid Flawed Reception 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

They go to CATEM (Center for Temporary 
Attention for Migrants) in Corredores, near the 
Panamanian border. 

“Costa Rican Immigration Director Omer Badilla 
explained that the migrants underwent a primary 
screening at Base 2 upon arrival. They will then 
be transferred to the Center for Temporary 
Attention for Migrants (CATEM) in the canton of 
Corredores, near the Panamanian border, where 
a more comprehensive medical, psychological, 
and linguistic evaluation will be provided with 
support from the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM). 

Officials emphasized that the migrants will remain 
in Costa Rica “for the strictly necessary time,” 
estimated to be between four to six weeks, while 
they await either repatriation or relocation to other 
countries”. 

Second U.S. Deportation Flight Lands in Costa 
Rica as Migration Debate Intensifies 

On a U.S. deportation flight of mostly Asians to 
Costa Rica, half will be minors 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

▪ Children: At least 81 minors (ages 1–17), 
including unaccompanied children and 
infants. 

▪ Adults: Majority aged 30–60, with some 
elderly individuals over 60. 

▪ Pregnant women: At least two identified. 

▪ Families were often separated during 
detention and deportation. 

▪ Agreement with Costa Rica provided a 
deportation of migrants from Central Asia and 
India on February 2025. 

▪ The group includes nationals of Afghanistan, 
China, Iran, Russia, Uzbekistan and other 
Central Asian countries, and Vietnam. The 
United States has also deported third-country 
nationals to Panama and, over the weekend, 
to El Salvador. 

U.S. Deportation Flight to Costa Rica Includes 
Many Minors Among 135 Aboard 

Costa Rica Confirms US Migrant Agreement Was 
Verbal, Not Written 

After a month in a Costa Rican shelter, many 
deported from the U.S. still have no home 

After a month in a Costa Rican shelter, many 
deported from the U.S. still have no home 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

▪ More focused on minor offense of improper 
entry. 

US President Donald Trump and other US 
officials have repeatedly said that immigration 
enforcement is targeting people accused or 
convicted of serious crimes. But those 
deported to Costa Rica appear to have spent 
only a few weeks at most in the United 
States, and neither government has provided 
any indication that these people have been 

https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/01/costa-ricas-role-as-bridge-country-for-us-deportations-begins-with-first-repatriations
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/01/costa-ricas-role-as-bridge-country-for-us-deportations-begins-with-first-repatriations
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/05/22/the-strategy-is-to-break-us/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to-costa
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/05/22/the-strategy-is-to-break-us/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to-costa
https://www.visaverge.com/news/first-u-s-deportation-flight-to-costa-rica-lands-with-135-migrants/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/first-u-s-deportation-flight-to-costa-rica-lands-with-135-migrants/
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/21/costa-rica-receives-135-deported-migrants-amid-flawed-reception
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/21/costa-rica-receives-135-deported-migrants-amid-flawed-reception
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/26/second-u-s-deportation-flight-lands-in-costa-rica
https://ticotimes.net/2025/02/26/second-u-s-deportation-flight-lands-in-costa-rica
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/us-deportation-flight-costa-rica-asian-migrants-san-jose-rcna192902
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/us-deportation-flight-costa-rica-asian-migrants-san-jose-rcna192902
https://www.visaverge.com/news/u-s-deportation-flight-to-costa-rica-includes-many-minors-among-135-aboard/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/u-s-deportation-flight-to-costa-rica-includes-many-minors-among-135-aboard/
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/21/costa-rica-confirms-us-migrant-agreement-was-verbal-not-written
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/21/costa-rica-confirms-us-migrant-agreement-was-verbal-not-written
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/migrants-us-deported-costa-rica-camp-rcna198910
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/migrants-us-deported-costa-rica-camp-rcna198910
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/migrants-us-deported-costa-rica-camp-rcna198910
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/migrants-us-deported-costa-rica-camp-rcna198910
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accused of a crime, other than the very minor 
offense of improper entry, in the United States 
or anywhere else. 

Costa Rica: Allow Deported Migrants to Seek 
Asylum | Human Rights Watch 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

I do not believe that they are required to publish - 
although there is a law allowing access to 
Government Data. Costa Rica and US signed an 
agreement for the deportation - which seems to 
be a verbal one. But the websites do not show 
this kind of data. 

▪ Framework for Public Information Access law. 

Costa Rica passes landmark Public 
Information Law 

Dictamen_23113REDACCION-FINAL.pdf 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

General Directorate of Migration and Foreigners 
(DGME). 

Government Allows Migrants Deported by the US 
to Work Legally in Costa Rica ⋆ The Costa Rica 
News 

Costa Rica’s Role as Bridge Country for US 
Deportations Begins with First Repatriations 

8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

▪ Framework for Public Information Access law. 

Costa Rica passes landmark Public Information 
Law 

Dictamen_23113REDACCION-FINAL.pdf 

 

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we 
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific 
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials 
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or 
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document. 

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the 
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for 
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal 
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the 
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/18/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/18/costa-rica-allow-deported-migrants-seek-asylum
https://latamjournalismreview.org/articles/costa-rica-passes-landmark-public-information-law-to-enshrine-government-transparency/
https://latamjournalismreview.org/articles/costa-rica-passes-landmark-public-information-law-to-enshrine-government-transparency/
https://d1qqtien6gys07.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Dictamen_23113REDACCION-FINAL.pdf
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://thecostaricanews.com/government-allows-migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-work-legally-in-costa-rica/
https://ticotimes.net/2025/03/01/costa-ricas-role-as-bridge-country-for-us-deportations-begins-with-first-repatriations
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https://latamjournalismreview.org/articles/costa-rica-passes-landmark-public-information-law-to-enshrine-government-transparency/
https://latamjournalismreview.org/articles/costa-rica-passes-landmark-public-information-law-to-enshrine-government-transparency/
https://d1qqtien6gys07.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Dictamen_23113REDACCION-FINAL.pdf


 

 

 

 


