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Dominican Republic

Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
US to this country.

Social Impact

= Stigma and discrimination: Deportees are
labeled as ‘criminals’ or ‘failures’, even when
the cause was only immigration irregularities.
This limits access to jobs and social networks,
creating exclusion and vulnerability.

= Family separation: Forced separation from
children and partners in the U.S. leads to
family breakdown and loss of emotional ties.
Many return without support networks in the
Dominican Republic, increasing isolation.

= Reverse cultural shock: After years in the
U.S., some deportees struggle to readjust to
Dominican culture, reinforcing feelings of ‘not
belonging’.

Economic Impact

= Loss of remittances: Deportations reduce the
flow of money sent from the U.S., affecting
thousands of households. Remittances
represent about 10% of the Dominican GDP,
so their decline impacts consumption and
economic stability.

= Unemployment and precariousness: Many
deportees return without resources and face a
saturated informal labor market. The lack of
strong reintegration programs worsens
poverty and social inequality.

= Previous debt: Before migrating, many
incurred debts to finance the trip. Returning
without money makes these obligations an
unsustainable burden.

= Psychological Impact

= Chronic stress and anxiety: Uncertainty
during the deportation process and the loss of
the ‘American dream’ generate high stress
levels, which can lead to depression and
sleep disorders.

= Feelings of failure and guilt: Many deportees
feel shame for not meeting family and social

expectations, affecting self-esteem and sense
of belonging.

= Accumulated trauma: Migration experience,
detention, and deportation can reactivate
previous traumas and cause symptoms of
post-traumatic stress, especially when
children are forcibly separated.

Aggravating Factors

= Limited coverage of reintegration programs:
Although there are government and NGO
initiatives (psychological assistance, identity
processing, job training), their reach is
insufficient for the scale of the problem.

= Persistent social stigma: Negative community
perception hinders reintegration and
increases the risk of returning to illicit
activities for survival.

Sources Consulted:

https://www.diariolibre.com/

https://haitiantimes.com/

https://www.unicef.org/

https://eulacfoundation.org/system/files/digital libr
ary/2023-07/emigrant-policies-latinamerica-and-
thecaribbean.pdf

https://www.elcaribe.com.do/

2. Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

People deported from the United States to the
Dominican Republic have some resources and
institutional support to facilitate their social and
economic reintegration. Here are the main ones:

1. General Directorate of Migration (DGM)

= Reception interviews: Upon arrival,
deportees are interviewed to assess their
personal needs and conditions

= Reintegration plans: The DGM is
developing strategies to facilitate access
to the labour market and improve the
living conditions of returnees.
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= International collaboration: They work
with organizations such as UNICEF to
offer training in various areas, career
guidance and access to health and
wellness services.

2. Supérate Program

= In conjunction with the DGM and UNICEF,
Supérate is designing an assistance plan that
includes:

=  Psychological support.

= Assistance in obtaining identity
documents.

= Family relocation, if necessary
3. Office of the Attorney General of the Republic

= Through the Reintegration of Repatriates
Unit, they have assisted more than 20,000
deportees since 2015.

= They offer help for:

= Labor reintegration.

= Access to basic services.

= Legal and social guidance
4. Non-governmental organizations

= Some NGOs collaborate in the
implementation of training, mental health and
legal advice programs, although their
coverage may be limited and focused on
specific areas.

There is a draft law on the National Programme of
Comprehensive Care for Repatriated Dominicans
presented in the Chamber of Deputies which
seeks to create a national programme with the
following components:

= National Registry of Deportees.

= Technical-vocational training to improve
employability.

= Labor intermediation to connect returnees
with employers.

= Support for entrepreneurship.

= Guidance to access formal employment in
their communities.

= Initial duration of five years, with the
possibility of renewal.

= Financing: national budget, international
cooperation and private contributions.

UNICEF and the Supérate programme are
developing a comprehensive plan that includes

= Social and psychological assistance.

= Support in obtaining identity documents.
= Job training.

= Family relocation if necessary.

An additional legislative proposal seeks to
facilitate formal employment for deportees by:

= State support through the Ministry of Labour
and the Ministry of the Interior and Police

= Inclusion in existing employment programs.

= Prevention of marginalization through
coordinated public policies.

These programs are still under development or in
the legislative phase, but they show a growing
effort on the part of the Dominican State to meet
the needs of returnees.

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

1. Institutional Coverage Gaps

= Lack of comprehensive programs: Although
the government announced reintegration
plans in coordination with Supérate, DGM,
and UNICEF, these are in early stages and
do not cover most deportees. Psychological
and social assistance is optional and depends
on institutional capacity, creating unequal
access.

= Limited focus on vulnerable cases: Reports
from Observatorio Migrantes del Caribe
(OBMICA) and official diagnostics indicate
that pregnant women, minors, and individuals
with chronic illnesses receive priority
attention, while adult men without family
networks are largely excluded from
sustainable support.

1. Territorial Inequality

= Concentration in Santo Domingo: Most
services (job orientation, identity processing,
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psychological support) are offered in the
capital. Deportees returning to rural areas
face greater difficulties accessing programs,
widening the regional gap.

2. Socioeconomic Gaps

= Absence of direct financial support: There are
no subsidies or relief mechanisms for
deportees returning with debts incurred during
migration. This particularly affects those who
relied on remittances to support their families,
increasing the risk of extreme poverty.

= Lack of differentiation by profile: Experts warn
that there are no clear policies to distinguish
between deportees for administrative reasons
and those with criminal records. This causes
generalized stigmatization and limits job
access for all.

3. Rights Protection Gaps

= Due process and dignified treatment:
OBMICA evaluations reveal deficiencies in
guaranteeing rights during deportation and
reception in the Dominican Republic,
including lack of clear information on available
resources and absence of protocols for
special cases (separated families, persons
with disabilities).

4. Structural Factors

Insufficient funding: Official diagnostics on social
care policies indicate that programs depend on
international cooperation and lack stable budgets,
limiting their sustainability and national reach.

Sources Consulted:

https://obmica.org/images/Publicaciones/Migratio
nPolicyBrief/Deportados espaol final mpb.pdf

https://eulacfoundation.org/system/files/digital libr
ary/2023-07/emigrant-policies-latinamerica-and-
thecaribbean.pdf

https://www.diariolibre.com/

https://www.unicef.org/

https://www.elcaribe.com.do/

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

Current Initiatives and Pilot Programs for
Assisting Deported Individuals in the Dominican
Republic

1. Government and UNICEF Reintegration Plan

= |Institutions involved: General Directorate of
Migration (DGM), Supérate (social program),
UNICEF.

= Obijectives: Provide social assistance,
psychological support, help with identity
documents, and facilitate reintegration into
the workforce and society with dignity.

= Key actions: Formation of an inter-institutional
team to address social and economic needs;
explore relocation strategies for families if
needed.

2. Supérate and UNICEF Comprehensive
Assistance Program

= Focus: Sustainable solutions for deported
Dominicans, including job orientation and
training, psychological counseling, and
access to social services.

= Goal: Ensure deportees can rebuild their lives
and contribute productively to the country.

3.  Pilot Program for Protection and
Reintegration

= Led by: Attorney General’'s Office, Social
Policy Coordination Cabinet, National Institute
of Migration.

= Purpose: Offer integral protection and
assistance to deportees; strengthen public
policies for vulnerable returnees.

= Actions: Memorandum of understanding
signed during the Forum on Protection of
Returned Migrants in Vulnerability.

4. Reintegration Mechanisms by DGM

= Current efforts: Individual case analysis upon
arrival; development of strategies for
employment, reintegration, and social
inclusion.

= Partners: NGOs and international agencies
like UNICEF.
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5. Long-term support by the Unit for
Reintegration of Repatriates

= Operated by: Attorney General’s Office.

= Services: Assistance with identity documents,
psychological and legal support, orientation
on credit and social programs.

= Impact: Over 20,000 deportees have received
assistance since 2015.

Sources Consulted:

https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-
unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-
dominicanos-repatriados/

https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/02/10/g
overnment-and-unicef-to-launch-reintegration-
plan-for-exiled-dominicans/

https://pgr.gob.do/autoridades-coordinan-
creacion-de-programa-piloto-para-dar-asistencia-
a-los-deportados/

https://pgr.gob.do/autoridades-coordinan-
creacion-de-programa-piloto-para-dar-asistencia-
a-los-deportados/

https://expressdiario.com/actualidad/deportados-
reconectados-20115-retornados-reciben-ayuda-
para-reinsertarse-en-republica-dominicana/

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

1. General Migration Law No. 285-04 and its
Regulation (Decree 631-11)

= Establishes the legal framework for
deportation, expulsion, and readmission of
nationals and foreigners.

= Defines the responsibilities of the General
Directorate of Migration (DGM) in registration,
migration control, and interviews upon arrival.

= Includes provisions on due process and
human rights in migration procedures.

2. National Regularization Plan (Decree No.
327-13)

= Derived from Law 285-04, this plan aimed to
guarantee documentation and legal stay for
foreigners, preventing mass deportations.

= Serves as a precedent for current
reintegration and migration control policies.

3. Government Strategy for Social Reintegration
(2025)

= Coordinated by the General Directorate of
Migration (DGM) along with the Social Policy
Cabinet and international organizations such
as UNICEF.

= Includes registration and interviews at the
Reception Center in Haina, job orientation,
training, and psychological support.

= Ensures access to basic services and social
protection for deported individuals.

4. Social Protection Framework

= Evaluations by the Social Policy Coordination
Cabinet and the National Institute of Migration
(INM) identify State obligations in social
security, health, education, and labor
inclusion for returned nationals.

= These policies aim to reduce vulnerability and
guarantee rights for repatriated Dominicans.

5. International Guidelines

= The International Organization for Migration
(IOM) implements programs for assisted
voluntary return and sustainable reintegration,
focusing on human rights and protection of
vulnerable migrants.

= Recommended action areas: psychosocial
support, job access, and monitoring
mechanisms.

Sources Consulted:

https://migracion.gob.do/documentos/marco-legal/

https://www.acnur.org/fleadmin/Documentos/BDL
/2014/9452.pdf

https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-
unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-
dominicanos-repatriados/

https://inm.gob.do/documentos/marco-legal/

https://dominicanrepublic.iom.int/es/asistencia-
poblacion-vulnerable-y-trata-de-personas
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6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

Legal Protections for Deported Individuals in the
Dominican Republic: Health, Housing,
Employment, and Education

1. Health

= The Constitution and General Health Law
(Law 42-01) guarantee universal health rights
for all citizens, including deported
Dominicans. However, there is no specific
regulation of granting priority or exclusive
programs for deportees.

= Recent criticism: Amnesty International
reported a health protocol requiring
documentation for access to public health
services, which could lead to deportation for
irregular migrants, contradicting universal
access principles.

= NGOs and international organizations
(UNICEF, UNFPA) recommend strengthening
coverage for vulnerable returnees, especially
pregnant women and children, but these
measures are implemented only in pilot
programs, not as guaranteed legal rights.

2. Housing

= There are no laws granting subsidies or
priority housing access for deportees. State
assistance is provided through the Supérate
social program, but it is not designed
exclusively for returnees. NGOs highlight this
gap as critical for reintegration.

3. Employment

= The General Migration Law (Law 285-04) and
labor policies recognize the right to work for
Dominican citizens, including deportees.

= The government has announced reintegration
plans in coordination with DGM and Supérate,
but these are voluntary and limited programs,
not enforceable rights.

4. Education

= The Constitution guarantees access to
education for all Dominicans. However, there
are no specific provisions for adult deportees.
NGOs report a lack of technical training

programs and scholarships for returnees,
limiting labor reintegration.

Conclusion: The Dominican Republic does not
have specific legal protections for deported
individuals regarding health, housing,
employment, or education. General rights apply,
but assistance depends on social programs or
pilot initiatives without exclusive legal guarantees.

Sources Consulted:

https://migracion.gob.do/

https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-

unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-

dominicanos-repatriados/

https://www.amnesty.org/es/latest/news/2025/04/r

epublica-dominicanaprotocolo-de-salud-racismo-

politicas-migratorias/

https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/02/10/g

overnment-and-unicef-to-launch-reintegration-

plan-for-exiled-dominicans/

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

Detention and Review Procedures for Deported
Individuals upon Arrival in the Dominican Republic

1. Review and Migration Control

= Upon arrival, deportees are received by the
General Directorate of Migration (DGM) at the
Processing Center in Haina.

= Procedures include biometric verification
(fingerprints, facial recognition), medical
evaluation, and background checks to confirm
identity and legal status.

= These steps are regulated by Articles 68, 69,
and 124-127 of Migration Law No. 285-04,
which require verification before reintegration
or referral to judicial authorities.

2. Temporary Detention

= The Haina Reception Center operates as an
administrative detention facility, not a prison.
Deportees are held for security checks and
clearance.

= The stay is usually temporary (around 24
hours), unless there are pending judicial
processes.

Dominican Republic
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3. Legal Requirements

= Articles 121-127 of Migration Law No. 285-04
allow detention in cases of non-admission or
while ensuring effective departure.

= The Regulation (Decree 631-11) requires
DGM to guarantee the right to a phone call,
inform the reason for detention, and ensure
dignified treatment and respect for human
rights.

4. Operational Protocols

= Protocols include photographic registration,
fingerprinting, signing of deportation forms,
and communication with authorities if there
are criminal records.

= These procedures aim to comply with security
standards and human rights obligations.

Sources Consulted:

https://migracion.gob.do/documentos/marco-legal/

https://migracion.gob.do/

https://inm.gob.do/documentos/marco-legal/

https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-
unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-
dominicanos-repatriados/

8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

https://www.pasaportes.gob.do/index.php/servicio
s-s/renovacion-de-pasaporte/item/265-
renovacion-de-pasaporte-para-adultos-por-
vencimiento

Dominican Passport Renewal

Requirements:

Original birth certificate with QR code.

Valid identity and electoral card.

Expired or soon to expire passport booklet.
Payment of taxes (Banco de Reservas or online).

Digital photograph (taken in the office or attached
online).

Procedure:

Schedule an appointment online or by phone.
Present yourself in person at the passport office.

Capture of biometric data, signature and
photograph.

Pick-up of the passport with ID card and delivery
form.

Online modality available: Web Application Portal
Official source: General Directorate of Passports

Obtaining a card for the first time (Dominican
citizens)

Requirements for adults (18 years or older):

Original and recent birth certificate for identity
card purposes.

Copy of the identity card of one of the parents (if
they are deceased, death certificate).

Blood typing (not essential).

Presence of the interested party at the
identification center.

https://ayuda.jce.gob.do/kb/a51/cuales-son-los-
requisitos-para-obtener-una-cedula-por-primera-
vez.aspx

Renewal of ID (Dominicans and resident
foreigners)

Required documents:

Valid passport (photocopy of the page with photo
and data).

Valid residence card (if applicable).
Previous ID (if you had one).
Payment receipt.

What documents are required for foreigners to
obtain their Identity Card?

The appointment is scheduled online at the
following link:

www.citas.jce.gob.do
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9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Legal Status of Deported Individuals upon Arrival
in the Dominican Republic

1. Legal Status upon Arrival

= Dominican nationals retain full citizenship
rights upon return. They are not considered
irregular migrants but undergo administrative
review by the General Directorate of Migration
(DGM) to verify identity and check for pending
judicial issues.

= Foreign nationals deported from the
Dominican Republic are classified as
inadmissible if they attempt re-entry, as per
Articles 126 and 127 of Law 285-04.

2. Administrative Procedures

= Governed by Law No. 285-04 and Regulation
No. 631-11:

= Article 68: Defines illegal entry and
grounds for deportation.

= Article 69: Authorizes DGM to issue
deportation orders.

= Articles 124-127: Outline steps for
document withdrawal, notification to
security agencies, and communication
with foreign consulates.

= Upon arrival, deported Dominicans undergo
identity verification, background checks, and
temporary retention at the Haina Reception
Center for security clearance.

3. Judicial Safeguards and Jurisprudence
=  Constitutional Court Ruling TC/0051/21:

=  DGM must not execute deportation if the
individual has an ongoing administrative
process for residency or legal status.

= Deportation can only proceed after all
appeals are exhausted, and a final,
irrevocable decision is issued.

= This ruling reinforces due process guarantees
under Law 285-04 and protects individuals
from arbitrary removal during pending legal
procedures.

4. Key Legal References

= Migration Law No. 285-04: Establishes
deportation, expulsion, and inadmissibility
rules.

= Regulation No. 631-11: Details procedural
guarantees and rights during migration
processes.

= Constitutional Court Decision TC/0051/21:
Jurisprudence on deportation safeguards.

Sources Consulted:

https://dgii.gov.do/sobreTarjetaTurista/Documents
[Ley285-04.pdf

https://migracion.gob.do/documentos/marco-legal/

https://morillosurielabogados.com/detencion-
migratoria-y-deportacion-en-republica-
dominicana/

https://eldia.com.do/el-proceso-de-deportacion-
en-republica-dominicana/

https://santanaripoll.com/es/jurisprudencia-
migratoria-dominicana/

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Right to Legal Aid: Does the
Dominican Republic recognize a legal
right to free or state-supported legal
aid for deported individuals?

Short answer

= There is no explicit, universal guarantee of
free or state-supported legal aid specifically
for deported individuals in the Dominican
Republic. General legal aid exists (particularly
in criminal matters and for vulnerable groups),
but access for migrants and deportees is
limited, uneven, and often dependent on
NGOs and international organizations.
Barriers include limited scope of state legal
aid, documentation and language issues,
geographic disparities, and resource
constraints.

Key references (official or primary)

= Constitucion of the Dominicana Republica:
due process and defense rights

Consultoria Juridica del Poder Ejecutivo |
Coleccion de constituiciones
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Law No. 277 04 creating the Public Defender’s
Office; Organic Law of the Public Ministry No. 133
11 (Public Defense subsystem within the Judicial
Power)

Consulta Externa | Consultoria Juridica del Poder
Ejecutivo

Law 277 04 text (Gaceta Oficial archive):

Consulta Externa | Consultoria Juridica del Poder
Ejecutivo

Organic Law 133 11:

Marco Legal — Procuraduria General de la
Republica Dominicana

= General Migration Law No. 285 04 and its
Regulation No. 631 11 (framework for
migration control and deportation procedures)

Law 285 04: Marco Legal - DIRECCION
GENERAL DE MIGRACION

Regulation 631 11:

Marco Legal - DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

= General Administrative Procedure Law No.
107 13 (procedural guarantees in
administrative actions, potentially applicable
to deportation/expulsion proceedings)

Marco Legal - DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

= Ministry of Interior and Police / General
Directorate of Migration (DGM)

Inicio - DIRECCION GENERAL DE MIGRACION

Due process, procedures, and forms pages:

Marco Legal - DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

What the framework provides (and does not) for
deported persons

= Constitutional due process and defense
rights: The Constitution guarantees the right
to defense and access to justice to all
persons, including foreigners present in
national territory. See Constitution, arts. 68—
69 (fundamental rights and due process) and
art. 38 (dignity) and art. 25—-26 (international
relations and treaties). While this ensures the
right to be heard and to counsel, it does not
by itself create an automatic entitlement to
state-funded counsel in administrative
migration proceedings. Links:

Consultoria Juridica del Poder Ejecutivo |
Coleccion de constituiciones

= Public Defender’s Office (ONDP): Law 277 04
establishes free legal defense primarily for
persons accused in criminal proceedings who
lack resources. The ONDP’s mandate is
criminal-defense centric; it does not routinely
provide representation in administrative
immigration proceedings
(deportations/expulsions) unless these are
connected to criminal cases (e.g., post-
sentence expulsion). See ONDP
mission/competencies and legal framework:

= Oficina Nacional de Defensa Publica - Inicio

= Migration Law and Regulation: Law 285 04
and Regulation 631 11 set out
deportation/expulsion procedures
administered by the DGM. They recognize
procedural steps (notifications, resolutions,
appeal possibilities), but they do not establish
a categorical right to free state-funded legal
counsel for migrants facing deportation, nor
for deported returnees seeking redress.

= Administrative appeal and judicial review:
Under Law 107 13 and general constitutional
guarantees, individuals can file administrative
appeals (reconsideration, hierarchical appeal)
and seek judicial review (amparo,
contentious-administrative action). However,
no statute provides automatic free counsel for
such actions.

= Special protections for vulnerable groups:
There are norms on children and
refugees/asylum-seekers that can entail
representation or guardianship:

= Code for the Protection of Children and
Adolescents (Law 136-03):
https://drlawyer.com/tag/law-136-03/

= Refugee Law (Decree 2330 86) and
CONARE procedures under the Ministry
of Interior; however, these do not create a
general legal aid scheme for deportation
defense. Ministry of Interior/CONARE:

Inicio - Ministerio de Interior y Policia

Bottom line on guarantee

= There is no explicit statutory guarantee of free
state legal aid for adult migrants in
deportation proceedings in the Dominican
Republic. Free legal aid by the state is
centered on criminal defense via the ONDP.
Migrants often rely on NGOs (e.g., Centro
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Bono, Mosctha), international organizations
(IOM, UNHCR partners), or private counsel.

Barriers to accessing legal aid
= Legal scope limitations:

= ONDP’s mandate focuses on criminal
cases, not administrative deportation
processes.

=  Procedural and institutional barriers:

= Deportations are administrative and often
rapid, limiting time to secure counsel or
file appeals. Law 285 04 and Regulation
631 11 vest broad powers in the DGM
without a built-in public counsel
mechanism.

= Law 28504
= Regulation 631 11

= Access to detention centers and border
holding facilities for lawyers and NGOs
can be restricted by administrative
practice

= Documentation and identity:

= Many affected individuals, particularly
persons of Haitian descent and
stateless/at-risk populations, face
documentation issues that hinder access
to services and representation. While not
an explicit legal bar, it is a practical barrier
noted in ombudsperson and international
reports. Defensor del Pueblo
(Ombudsman) and statistics portals:

= Oficial inicio - Defensor del Pueblo

= UN bodies often cited by the Dominican
Ombudsman; see also Constitutional
Tribunal decisions database:
https://unwatch.org/database/country/dom

inican-republic/

= Language and socioeconomic barriers:

= Limited availability of Creole/French-
speaking counsel or interpreters; no
dedicated state interpreter service for
migration proceedings is specified in Law
285 04/Reg. 631 11.

= Cost and availability of private counsel:

= Absent a public scheme, migrants must
pay private lawyers; NGOs have limited
capacity.

= Regional disparities
= Urban vs. provincial:

= Legal aid resources are concentrated in
Santo Domingo, Santiago, and a few
major cities where courts and NGOs are
based. Provincial areas and border
provinces (e.g., Dajabén, Elias Pina,
Independencia) have fewer legal aid
providers and limited NGO presence.

=  ONDP coverage maps show offices
primarily aligned with criminal courts;
availability for migration issues is
incidental.

= Detention and border posts:

= Proceedings at the Haina detention
center and at border points often move
quickly with less access to counsel than
in urban court settings.

2. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in the Dominican
Republic that provide legal or non-
legal assistance to deported
individuals.

National Council for Dominican Communities
Abroad (CONDEX)

Type: Government Body (under the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs).

Mission: While not exclusively for deported
individuals, CONDEX’s mission is to support and
protect the rights and interests of Dominicans
living abroad and those returning to the country.
This includes facilitating their reinsertion into
Dominican society.

Services:

Guidance and Orientation: Providing information
on legal processes, social services, and
opportunities in the DR.

Referrals: Connecting returning Dominicans,
including those deported, with relevant
government agencies, NGOs, and community
resources for housing, employment, education,
and healthcare.

Dominican Republic
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Advocacy: Working on policies and programs to
facilitate the reinsertion of Dominicans.

Impact Data: Specific impact data on deported
individuals is not readily available publicly in a
disaggregated form. Their overall impact relates
to the number of Dominicans abroad they serve
and assist in their return and reinsertion
processes.

Partnerships: As government entity, CONDEX
partners with various ministries, consulates, and
national and international organizations to fulfill its
mandate.

Links:

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MIREX) - CONDEX
Page]( Proteccion a Nacionales en el Exterior -
MIREX | Portal Unico de Servicios de Relaciones
Exteriores)

1. Organizacion Internacional para las
Migraciones (OIM) - International
Organization for Migration (IOM) - Dominican
Republic

Type: Intergovernmental Organization (part of the
UN System)

Mission: IOM’s mission in the Dominican Republic
includes promoting humane and orderly migration,
providing assistance to migrants, and working
with the government to address migration
challenges. This explicitly includes assistance to
returning migrants, which encompasses deported
individuals.

Services (relevant to deported individuals):

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
(AVRR) Programs: While primarily for voluntary
returns, IOM often works with governments to
facilitate the dignified return and reintegration of
individuals, including those who have been
deported, by providing direct assistance, referrals,
and support for sustainable reintegration.

Counselling and Referrals: Providing information
on available services, psychological support, and
connecting individuals to local resources for
housing, employment, and social services.

Capacity Building: Supporting the Dominican
government and local NGOs in managing
migration, including the reintegration of returning
migrants.

Impact Data: IOM produces various reports and
statistics on their global and regional activities.
Specific, publicly available impact data solely for
deported individuals in the DR might be

embedded within broader “return and
reintegration” figures, rather than isolated. Their
global reports often highlight numbers of
individuals assisted through AVRR.

Partnerships: IOM partners extensively with the
Dominican government (e.g., General Directorate
of Migration), UN agencies, civil society
organizations, and international donors.

Links:

[IOM Dominican Republic Website]( OIM
Republica Dominicana)

[IOM Global Reports and Publications]( Migration
data | International Organization for Migration)
(You might find country-specific information within
broader reports)

UNHCR

Services: Protection for refugees and asylum
seekers

Local presence: Limited but coordinates with local
partners

Website: UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency |
UNHCR

3. International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

1. Treaty ratifications and their relevance to
deportations/refugees

= |nternational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR)

= Ratified; 1978

= Relevance: Due process, non-arbitrary
detention, fair hearing before expulsion,
family life, non-discrimination.

= UN Treaty Collection: UNTC

= International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

= Ratified: 1978

= Relevance: Access to health, education, and
social protection for migrants at risk of
removal.

= UN Treaty Collection: UNTC

Dominican Republic
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Convention against Torture (CAT) and its
Optional Protocol (OPCAT)

CAT Ratified: 2012; OPCAT Ratified: 2006

Relevance: Non-refoulement where there is a
risk of torture; detention safeguards.

CAT: UNTC
OPCAT: UNTC

International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

Ratified: 1983

Relevance: Non-discrimination in immigration
enforcement, statelessness concerns
affecting people of Haitian descent.

UN Treaty Collection: UNTC

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
and Optional Protocols

CRC Ratified: 1991

Relevance: Best interests of the child;
safeguards in deportations involving
children/families; prohibition of child
statelessness.

CRC: UNTC

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

Ratified: 1982

Relevance: Gender-sensitive asylum and
deportation procedures; protection from
gender-based violence on return.

UN Treaty Collection: UNTC

American Convention on Human Rights
(ACHR) and Inter-American system

ACHR Ratified: 1978; DR recognizes the
jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights (IACtHR).

Relevance: Due process in expulsion,
protection against collective expulsions,
nationality and statelessness jurisprudence
(e.g., Yean and Bosico v. Dominican
Republic).

OAS: https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties B-
32 American_Convention on _Human_ Rights

.htm
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National legal framework impacting
deportations and protection

Constitution of the Dominican Republic (2015
consolidated text; original 2010)

Guarantees due process, judicial review, non-
discrimination; establishes migration control
authority. Controversial nationality provisions
after 2010 leading to statelessness risks.

Official text: Consultoria Juridica del Poder
Ejecutivo | Portada (Constitucion) or summary
via Presidency: Presidencia de la Republica
Dominicana

General Migration Law No. 285-04 (2004) and
its regulations (Decree No. 631-11)

Core immigration statute: entry, stay,
detention, deportation procedures; provides
for expulsion orders, appeals, and
humanitarian considerations.

Law 285-04: Official Gazette reference; copy:
Pagina no encontrada - Transparencia —
DIRECCION GENERAL DE MIGRACION
(buscar “Ley General de Migracion 285-04”)

Regulation 631-11: Pagina no encontrada -
Transparencia — DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

Law No. 169-14 (2014)

Special naturalization/regularization regime
responding to Constitutional Court Judgment
168-13; aimed at persons of foreign descent
(mostly Haitian) affected by denationalization;
interfaces with deportation risk.

Text: Inicio - MIREX | Ministerio de
Relaciones Exteriores or Presidency legal
portal; analysis by UNHCR:
https://www.refworld.org/thematic-
area/asylum-and-migration

National Plan for the Regularization of
Foreigners (PNRE) (Decree 327-13)

Administrative framework to regularize
migrants; relevant for protection against
removal for those registered.

Decree 327-13 overview: dominicanrepublic-
2015.pdf

Criminal Procedure Code and Habeas Corpus
Law No. 437-06

Judicial review of detention/deportation, due
process guarantees.

Dominican Republic
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Habeas corpus law note:
https://cidh.oas.org/countryrep/DominicanRep
99/Chapter2.htm

Ombudsman (Defensor del Pueblo) Law No.
19-01

Institutional oversight that can receive
complaints about abuses, including in
migration enforcement.

Law: Marco Legal - Defensor del Pueblo

Which treaties are most influential in practice?

Inter-American human rights law (ACHR +
IACtHR jurisprudence): Directly binding and
regularly cited in regional oversight; key on
due process in expulsions, nationality, non-
discrimination, and prohibition of collective
expulsions.

ICCPR and CAT: Foundational for non-
refoulement where torture/ill-treatment risk
exists, and for fair procedures and detention
safeguards.

CRC: Strong influence in cases involving
children and family unity during deportations.

Note: The absence of ratification of the 1951
Refugee Convention/1967 Protocol and
statelessness conventions limits the
normative depth of refugee-specific and
statelessness protections in the DR, though
non-refoulement obligations can still arise
under CAT and the ACHR.

Incorporation into domestic law and practice

Constitutional hierarchy: International human
rights treaties ratified by the DR have
constitutional rank or supra-legal force in
many interpretations, guiding courts and
administrative bodies.

See Constitution arts. on international treaties
and rights catalog (Spanish): Consultoria
Juridica del Poder Ejecutivo | Portada

Migration Law 285-04 and Regulation 631-11:

Provide administrative procedures for
expulsion, rights to notification, and limited
appeal/review; detention and deportation
implemented by the General Directorate of
Migration (DGM).

Framework references human rights
standards and allows humanitarian
considerations, but detailed asylum/non-
refoulement procedures are not codified
because the DR is not party to the Refugee
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Convention and lacks a dedicated asylum
law.

DGM legal framework:
https://migracion.gob.do/en/documentos/legal
-framework/

Protection mechanisms:

= Habeas corpus and judicial review can be
used to challenge arbitrary detention or
expulsions (Law 437-06).

= Children’s Code and CRC principles
inform family unity considerations, though
practice is inconsistent.

Compliance gaps and issues flagged by
international/NGO bodies

Lack of a formal asylum/refugee law or
procedure

UNHCR and human rights groups note the
DR has no comprehensive asylum system;
people at risk of persecution rely on ad hoc or
humanitarian channels, despite CAT/ACHR-
based non-refoulement duties.

UNHCR country info: Dominican Republic |
UNHCR

Risk of collective expulsions and due process
shortfalls

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) has repeatedly reported summary
deportations, inadequate individual
assessments, and lack of effective remedies,
especially affecting Haitians and people of
Haitian descent.

IACHR press release/reporting: Organization
of American States (search “Dominican
Republic expulsions”)

IACHR 2015 report on human rights of
migrants/Haitians: dominicanrepublic-
2015.pdf

Discrimination and statelessness concerns

ICERD Committee and IACHR condemned
discriminatory nationality policies after
Constitutional Court Judgment 168-13,
leading to large-scale denationalization and
heightened deportation vulnerability.

IACtHR Yean and Bosico (2005) and later
supervision; UN CERD concluding
observations:

tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/15/treatybodyext
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ernal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatylD=6&
DocTypelD=5

Conditions and safeguards in migration
detention

CAT Committee has expressed concern
about safeguards, access to counsel, prompt
judicial review, and conditions.

CAT concluding observations (Dominican
Republic):

tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/15/treatybodyext
ernal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatylD=1&

DocTypelD=5

Deportations of pregnant women, children,
and family separations

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International have documented expulsions of
vulnerable groups, lack of best-interests
assessments for children, and summary
procedures.

HRW reporting (2023):
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024

Amnesty International briefing (2023):
https://www.ijdh.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/Human-Rights-and-
the-Rule-of-Law-in-Haiti-Key-Recent-
Developments-December-2023-through-May-
2024.pdf

Pushbacks/non-admission at borders and
access barriers

Reports of immediate returns at the border
with Haiti without individual screening.

IACHR/OAS and NGOs have flagged these
as collective expulsions or refoulement risks.

OAS/IACHR statements: Organization of
American States (search Dominican
Republic/Haiti expulsions)

Have NGOs critiqued implementation?

Yes. Key themes include discrimination, collective
expulsions, lack of due process, and absence of
asylum procedures.

Human Rights Watch

Critiques mass deportations, abuses by
migration authorities, detention conditions,
and expulsions of Haitians and people of
Haitian descent without due process.
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https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/07/01/we-
are-dominican/arbitrary-deprivation-
nationality-dominican-republic

Amnesty International

Reports on unlawful expulsions, racial
profiling, failure to protect children/families,
and the humanitarian impact of
denationalization and PNRE gaps.

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/
06/haiti-dominican-republic-reckless-
deportations-leaving-thousands-in-limbo-2/

International Organization for Migration (IOM)
and UN agencies

Situation reports on returns and protection
needs; call for safeguards and regularization
pathways.

|IOM DR: https://www.iom.int/news/report-
spontaneous-returns-highlights-protection-
and-reintegration-needs

Dominican human rights organizations

Movimiento de Mujeres Dominico-Haitianas
(MUDHA), Centro Bond, Observatorio de
Derechos Humanos de los Migrantes
(OBMICA) have documented due process
violations, arbitrary detentions, and
discriminatory enforcement.

MUDHA:
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/organiz
ation/movimiento-de-mujeres-dominico-
haitianas-mudha

Centro Bono:
wiconnect.iadb.org/en/osc/centro-bono/

OBMICA: OBMICA

Refugee and statelessness advocacy

Refworld country reports and legal analyses
on Law 169-14 implementation gaps and
continuing statelessness risks.

UNHCR/Refworld:
https://www.refworld.org/reference/countryrep
/amnesty/2015/en/108006

Bottom line answers to your specific
questions

Has the DR incorporated international human
rights/refugee standards into its legal
framework for deported individuals?
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= Partially. The DR is bound by and
incorporates general human rights
treaties (ICCPR, CAT, CRC, ICERD) and
Inter-American human rights law, which
apply to deportation procedures and
detention. National laws (Constitution,
Law 285-04, regulations, habeas corpus)
provide procedural bases for expulsion
and some safeguards. However, the DR
has not acceded to the 1951 Refugee
Convention/1967 Protocol and lacks a
dedicated asylum law, leaving significant
gaps in refugee-specific protections and
statelessness safeguards.

Which treaties are most influential?

* ACHR (and Inter-American Court
jurisprudence), ICCPR, CAT, and CRC
are the most influential in shaping due
process, non-refoulement, non-
discrimination, and child-protection
standards in deportation contexts.

Are there compliance gaps?

= Yes. Key gaps include lack of an
asylum/refugee procedure; risks of
collective/summary expulsions; limited
individualized assessments; inadequate
access to counsel and judicial review;
discriminatory enforcement affecting
Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian
descent; and incomplete solutions to
statelessness resulting from nationality
rulings and the limited reach of Law 169-
14.

Have NGOs critiqued implementation?

= Extensively. HRW, Amnesty, IACHR, and
Dominican NGOs have documented due
process failures, discrimination,
pushbacks, and deportations of
vulnerable groups. See the links listed
above for detailed reports and data.

Note on sources and verification

= UN Treaty Collection, OAS/IACHR
documents, UN treaty body concluding
observations, and official DR legal portals
are provided above to verify ratification
status and domestic legal texts.

= For specific article citations (e.g.,
Constitution articles; Law 285-04
provisions), consult the official
compilations on the Migration
Directorate’s legal framework page: Law
No. 285-04 Archives - Guzman Ariza |
The Dominican Republic Law Firm and
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the Constitutional text via the government
portal: Consultoria Juridica del Poder
Ejecutivo | Portada

. Are there legal education or rights-

awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

There is no single, nationwide Dominican
government program targeted specifically at
deportees that offers comprehensive legal
education. However, there are several
NGO/legalaid initiatives and some
government adjacent services that provide
legal orientation, documentation support, and
rights education to returnees, migrants, and
stateless populations. Availability in multiple
languages varies; Spanish is standard, with
some services in Haitian Creole and English.

Centro para la Observacion Migratoria y el
Desarrollo Social en el Caribe (OBMICA)

What it is: Dominican research and advocacy
center on migration; runs community legal
education, legal clinics, and policy advocacy
for migrants, returnees, and people of Haitian
descent.

Relevance to deportees: OBMICA provides
legal advice/rights information on
documentation, nationality, and due
process—issues commonly faced by
deportees and returnees.

Languages: Primarily Spanish; some
outreach materials/events include Haitian
Creole. Contact to confirm current language
coverage.

Funding/sponsors: Project based support
from international donors (e.g., UN agencies,
EU funded projects, foundations). Donor lists
vary by project.

Effectiveness: Independent evaluations are
limited, but OBMICA is frequently cited by
international organizations for expertise and
community impact; it contributes to legal
empowerment, though no randomized
evaluations found.

Links:

Organization page: OBMICA

Publications (rights-focused): Publicaciones
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Dominican Human Rights Clinic (Clinica de
Derechos Humanos), Universidad
Iberoamericana (UNIBE)

What it is: University legal clinic providing
strategic litigation, legal education, and
outreach on human rights, including
nationality and migration.

Relevance: Offers rights education and legal
assistance relevant to deportees and
returnees dealing with documentation,
detention, and due process concerns.

Languages: Spanish; some capacity in
English. Haitian Creole availability varies;
confirm directly.

Funding/sponsors: University-supported;
periodic grants from international donors and
partnerships (e.g., Open Society foundations
and UN bodies in certain projects).

Effectiveness: Recognized for litigation and
advocacy, including cases before inter-
American bodies; effectiveness evidenced by
case outcomes and policy influence rather
than formal impact evaluations.

Links:

Clinic page: UNIBE - Universidad
Iberoamericana

Example advocacy/litigation notes: UNIBE -
Universidad Iberoamericana

Caribbean Migrants Observatory (OBMICA
partner) and civil society coalitions

What it is: Networks and coalitions that run
rights-awareness campaigns, hotlines, and
trainings for migrants and deportees.

Relevance: Joint advocacy and training
sessions on due process, detention
conditions, and reintegration rights.

Languages: Spanish; some materials in
Haitian Creole.

Funding/sponsors: Mixed—EU, UN agencies,
philanthropic foundations.

Link:

Example coalition work referenced by
OBMICA publications: Publicaciones

UNHCR Dominican Republic and partners

What it is: UNHCR supports legal aid partners
that provide information sessions, legal
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counselling, and referrals for asylum seekers,
stateless persons, and returnees.

Relevance: While not deportee specific,
services often cover documentation, detention
monitoring, and rights awareness useful to
deported individuals, including those of
Haitian descent.

Languages: Spanish; partner outreach often
includes Haitian Creole; English sometimes
available.

Funding/sponsors: UNHCR (UN), with
implementing partners (e.g., Centro Bono,
MOSCTHA).

Effectiveness: UNHCR country operation
reports include outputs (people counselled,
documents obtained) but limited independent
impact evaluations.

Links:

UNHCR Dominican Republic: Dominican
Republic | UNHCR

2024-2025 country factsheets/updates: Hello
PrivilegedAccessController!

IOM Dominican Republic (International
Organization for Migration)

What it is: IOM runs migration management,
counter trafficking, and reintegration support,
including information campaigns and, at
times, Assisted Voluntary Return and
Reintegration (AVRR) components in the
Caribbean.

Relevance: IOM has implemented rights-
awareness and information materials related
to safe migration, detention standards, and
return; in DR, focus often includes information
for migrants and border communities, which
deportees can access.

Languages: Spanish; some materials in
Haitian Creole and English.

Funding/sponsors: Donor governments (EU,
USA, Canada), UN funds.

Effectiveness: IOM publishes results
frameworks and output indicators; deportee
specific legal education impact in DR is not
extensively evaluated publicly.

Links:

IOM Dominican Republic: OIM Republica
Dominicana
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=  Publications/Resources:
https://lac.iom.int/en/dominican-republic

6. Dominican Government: Defensor del Pueblo
(Ombudsperson)

= What it is: Independent constitutional body
that provides rights information, receives
complaints, and can mediate with authorities.

= Relevance: Deportees facing due process or
documentation issues can receive guidance
and rights information; not a deportee specific
education program but a rights awareness
and redress mechanism.

= Languages: Spanish; outreach sometimes in
Haitian Creole via campaigns.

= Funding/sponsors: State-funded.

= Effectiveness: Annual reports show case
handling and outreach; no deportee specific
evaluation.

Links:

= |nstitution: Oficial inicio - Defensor del Pueblo

= Reports: Publicaciones - Defensor del Pueblo

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the US

= No formal U.S.—Dominican bilateral program
specifically for post deportation property
retrieval.

= U.S. detention standards allow detainees to
access, safeguard, or mail personal property
before removal; success depends on timing
and facility compliance.

= Consulates and NGOs provide limited help
(advice, notarized authorizations, contacts)
but rarely fund or execute cross-border
retrieval/shipping.

= Reintegration programs (IOM, USAID-funded
initiatives) focus on documentation,
livelihoods, and psychosocial support; they
generally do not transport property left in the
u.S.

= Common challenges: lost/confiscated
property during arrest/transfer, lack of power

of attorney, cost/logistics of shipping,
identification requirements, time constraints,
and inconsistent compliance at detention
facilities.

What exists (with sources)

1. U.S. ICE/Detention policies that allow
property retrieval or mailing before removal

= ICE Detention Standard: “Funds and Personal
Property” (Performance-Based National
Detention Standards)

= Requires facilities to safeguard detainee
property, allow access, and provide means to
mail property at detainee’s expense before
release/transfer/removal.

= Official: 2011 Operations Manual ICE
Performance-Based National Detention
Standards | ICE (see “Funds and Personal
Property” and “Issuance and Exchange of
Clothing, Bedding, and Towels”)

= 2011 PBNDS “Funds and Personal Property”
PDF: PBNDS 2011, Rev. 2016

= |CE “Removal” fact sheet/process

= Notes coordination of travel documents and
personal property handling before removal.

=  Removal | ICE

Success and challenges: Compliance is uneven,;
detainees often report difficulty sending or
collecting property due to quick transfers or lack
of funds. Independent monitoring has
documented gaps:

= DHS Office of Inspector General reports have
found property safeguarding issues in some
facilities.

= Example: OIG-18-67 (2018) found property
and records management deficiencies in ICE
facilities:
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/ass
ets/2018-06/01G-18-67-Jun18.pdf

= National Immigrant Justice Center and ACLU
reports document inconsistent access to
property and problems retrieving it after
transfers:

= NIJC detention conditions reports:
https://immigrantjustice.org/issues/detenti
on-and-enforcement/

= ACLU detention reports: Immigrants’
Rights and Detention | American Civil
Liberties Union
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U.S. Consulates/Embassies and foreign
consulates (including the Dominican
Republic) — assistance and notarizations

Dominican consulates in the U.S. can help
nationals execute authorizations/powers of
attorney to allow a trusted person in the U.S.
to access apartments, retrieve documents,
and ship belongings. They do not usually fund

shipping.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MIREX) consulate
directory:
https://www.dominicanembassy.in/mfa

Dominican Consulate in New York services
(notarial/legalizations):
https://do.usembassy.gov/services/notarials/

U.S. Embassies’ general policy: they cannot
recover personal belongings for individuals
but provide guidance on local legal resources
and notarization. This applies symmetrically
for foreign nationals in the U.S. and U.S.
citizens abroad; for verification:

U.S. Department of State — “Judicial
Assistance” and “Notarial and Authentication
Services” describe what consular officers can
and cannot do:
https://fam.state.gov/fam/07fam/07fam0000ap

B.html

IOM (International Organization for Migration)
— return and reintegration programs

IOM runs Assisted Voluntary Return and
Reintegration (AVRR) globally and country-
level reintegration projects for returnees to the
Dominican Republic, focusing on
documentation, employment, psychosocial
services, and referrals. These programs do
not advertise belongings-retrieval from the
U.S. as a service.

IOM Dominican Republic (OIM RD) overview:
OIM Republica Dominicana

IOM AVRR global framework:
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/a_f
ramework for avrr_en.pdf

Example project pages for reintegration in the
Caribbean emphasize socio economic
support, not property shipping.

NGO and legal aid support in the U.S. (pre
and post removal)

Some immigrant legal services providers help
clients arrange property retrieval before
removal (e.g., authorizations to landlords,
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arranging for someone to collect documents
or medications, or mailing items out of
detention). This is case-by-case and not a
formal “program” with guaranteed logistics.

Catholic Legal Immigration Network (CLINIC)
network: Homepage | Catholic Legal
Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC)

American Bar Association — Immigration
Justice Project and pro bono locator:
Commission on Immigration

Vera Institute’s SAFE Network partners:
vera.org/projects/safe-initiative

Post-deportation support networks
occasionally provide guidance on how to
contact landlords or storage facilities, but they
do not routinely recover belongings across
borders.

Post-Deportation Human Rights Project
(Boston College, generally Mexico/Central
America focus): Post-Deportation Human
Rights Project - Center for Human Rights and
International Justice - Boston College

Dominican government reintegration and
reception for returnees

The Dominican government receives
deportees and provides identification and
limited reintegration assistance. Public
documentation focuses on reception and
social assistance, not belongings retrieval
abroad.

Instituto Nacional de Migracién (INM RD) —
research and policy: Inicio - Instituto Nacional
de Migracién | INM RD

Direcciéon General de Migracion (DGM) —
reception of repatriated nationals: DGM
reports that 3,581 Dominicans have
repatriated from the US so far in 2025. -
DIRECCION GENERAL DE MIGRACION

USAID and other donors fund community
reintegration and youth violence prevention;
these projects generally do not handle
personal property left in the U.S.

USAID/Dominican Republic: Audit of USAID’s
Anticorruption Activities in the Dominican
Republic | Office of Inspector General

How successful are these efforts?

ICE detention property protocols: Mixed.
Where facilities follow PBNDS and detainees
have time, detainees often can mail
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documents or small items before removal.
However, watchdog reports show frequent
failures (lost items, inability to access property
during transfers, detainees paying postage
they can’t afford).

= DHS OIG and civil society reports cited above
document recurring problems.

= Consular/NGO assistance: Variable and
typically limited to paperwork help and advice.
Success depends on having a trusted contact
in the U.S., the ability to execute a power of
attorney, and funds for shipping/storage.
There is no systematic success-rate
reporting.

= |OM/Dominican reintegration: Successful for
documentation and livelihoods in many cases,
but not designed for U.S.-side belongings
recovery; no success metrics on property
retrieval.

Are they government or NGO-led?

= Property access/mailing prior to removal: U.S.
government policy implemented by ICE-
contracted facilities.

= Consular notarizations/assistance:
Government (Dominican consulates in the
u.s.).

= Reintegration support: Primarily IOM (INGO)
in coordination with Dominican government
ministries; some donor-funded NGO
programs.

= Legal aid/social services: NGO/nonprofit and
pro bono networks in the U.S.

Common challenges

= Time and transfers: People are moved
between local jails, ICE facilities, and staging
for removal with little notice, making property
retrieval hard.

= 0IG-18-67 and civil society reports note
transfer-related property loss.

= Cost of shipping and storage: Detention rules
require detainees to pay for postage; storage
lockers or apartments may accrue fees or be
cleared by landlords.

= |CE PBNDS notes detainee responsibility for
postage; see 2011 PBNDS “Funds and
Personal Property”: PBNDS 2011, Rev. 2016

= Lack of documentation/power of attorney:
without notarized authorization, third parties

may be unable to access apartments or
release property.

=  Dominican consulate notarial services:
Reform Immigration Detention: Safer, More
Humane Alternatives

= Communication barriers: Limited phone
access, language, and lack of legal counsel
hinder coordination.

= Documented in NIJC/ACLU detention
conditions reports: Immigration Detention
Conditions | American Civil Liberties Union;
Immigrants’ Rights and Detention | American
Civil Liberties Union

= No dedicated cross-border retrieval
mechanism: neither U.S. nor Dominican
authorities operate a program to collect and
ship belongings internationally post
deportation; arrangements are private and ad
hoc.

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the US after returning to this
country?

Dominicans deported from the United States do
not automatically lose their property, wages, or
financial assets, but they face legal and
administrative obstacles to recovering or
managing them from the Dominican Republic.
Below are the available mechanisms and the
relevant agreements:

Property and real estate

The U.S. Constitution protects the right to private
property, even for deported persons. Houses,
cars and businesses are not confiscated by the
U.S. government for the sole fact of deportation.
However, if mortgages, taxes or services are not
paid, the assets can be seized by creditors, as
would happen to any citizen.

Recommended courses of action:

= Power of attorney: Allows a family member or
trusted person to manage assets from the
u.S.

= Living trust: Temporarily transfers the
administration of the assets to a third party.

= Co-ownership or legal transfer: Prevents
assets from going unmanaged after
deportation
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= Bank accounts and financial assets

= Bank accounts are not automatically closed,
but access may be blocked if there is no co-
owner or remote access.

Withdrawing money from abroad is possible if it is
accessed online and there is a legal
representative.

Bank Enables International Operations
Recommendations:

= Keep copies of bank documents and
passwords.

= Check with the bank about withdrawal options
from abroad.

= Go to the Dominican consulate in the U.S. for
legal guidance.

Wages and Labor Rights

The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) protects the
right of every worker, regardless of immigration
status, to be paid for what they worked.
Outstanding wages can be claimed even from
outside the U.S., if you have: pay stubs, contracts,
and communications with the employer.

Legal courses of actions include contacting labour
lawyers specialized in migration, request support
from organizations such as Legal Aid, National
Immigration Law Center (NILC) or Dominican
Consulates, and the applicable international
conventions.

Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT)

The MLAT in the Dominican Republic requests
legal cooperation from the U.S. for cases
involving assets, accounts, or court proceedings.

The International Convention on the Rights of
Migrants and Their Families recognizes the right
of deported migrants to keep their property and
claim wages or financial assets.

International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families | OHCHR

Practice

= Make an asset checklist before any
immigration process.

= Organize key documents in physical and
digital formats.

= Consult with immigration and wealth lawyers.

= Inform family members about important asset
locations and keys.

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the US and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

1. There is no exclusive formal treaty on
repatriation, but there are established
procedures and regular cooperation between
the two countries for the deportation of
Dominicans from the U.S.

Legal and operational basis: repatriations are
carried out under U.S. immigration regulations
and the acceptance by the Dominican Republic of
its nationals. Frequency: The U.S. organizes
chartered flights (usually four times a month) to
transport deported Dominicans, mainly from U.S.
prisons after serving sentences. Main causes:
drug trafficking, violent crimes, fraud, rape, illegal
possession of weapons and irregular migration.
Procedure in the DR: Deportees are received at
Las Américas Airport, transferred to the Collection
Center in Haina for purification and registration. If
they have pending processes in the DR, they are
referred to the judicial authorities; otherwise, they
are given to relatives.

2. Related memorandums of understanding
although there is no exclusive MoU on
repatriation, there are memorandums of
cooperation on security and border control,
which indirectly facilitate migration
management:

Memorandum of Understanding for the
Knowledge of Air, Sea and Land Spaces (June
2025):

Exchange of information between radars and
sensors through the Cooperative System for the
Integration of Situational Information (CSlI).
Objectives: border surveillance, early detection of
threats, search and rescue operations, and
maritime and air security. Impact: Strengthens
capacity to control illicit flows, including irregular
migration and transnational crime.

3. Main Practical Provisions

Mandatory acceptance: DR must receive its
nationals deported by the U.S. U.S. Safe
transportation: chartered flights supervised by ICE
and Dominican authorities. Control and
registration: purging, recording and delivery to
relatives or judicial authorities. Expanded
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https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/es/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
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cooperation: data exchange to improve security
and reduce crimes associated with irregular
migration.

Sources:

Dominican Republic and the United States
Strengthen Cooperation in the Fight Against lllicit
Trafficking, Humanitarian Assistance and Security
- MIREX | Ministry of Foreign Affairs

More than 200 Dominicans deported from the
U.S. and PR - Diario Libre

President Abinader Highlights Ties of Friendship
and Shared Values Between the U.S. and the DR
— El Nuevo Diario (Dominican Republic)

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC - MIREX | Ministry of Foreign Affairs -
2024 memorandum of cooperation (Spanish
version)

Dominican Republic and U.S. strengthen
cooperation on security and humanitarian
assistance

U.S.-Dominican Republic Open Skies Agreement
Takes Effect, Boosting Aviation and Economic
Ties - ForeignPolicyWatchdog.com (Aviation
Agreement (Indirect Impact on Repatriation
Logistics)

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

The Dominican Republic has clear international
obligations to ensure the safe and dignified
repatriation of its citizens deported from the
United States. These obligations derive from
treaties, conventions and recommendations of
multilateral organizations, and are related to
respect for human rights, non-discrimination and
social reintegration. Here are the main
commitments of treaties and conventions:

= The American Convention on Human Rights
(Pact of San José) (Articles 1 and 5
guarantee the right to humane treatment and
protection from cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment.)

= The Dominican Republic must ensure
deportees are not subjected to conditions that
violate their dignity (International Convention

on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families). It
also recognizes the right of deported migrants
to return to their country of origin with
guarantees of security, identity and access to
basic services.

= International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (Article 12 recognizes the right of
every person to enter his or her own country.
It implies that the State must facilitate return
without arbitrary obstacles

Recommendations of International Organizations

The OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights) has issued
specific recommendations to the Dominican
Repubilic to avoid the criminalization of deported
migrants, guarantee access to basic social
services such as health, education and housing
strengthen reintegration mechanisms with a
human rights approach.

Full document: Recomendaciones-
DerechosHumanos-Migrantes-REPUBLICA-
DOMINICANA.pdf

Montevideo Consensus on Population and
Development

The Dominican Republic is part of the Regional
Agreement that establishes as a priority:

= Safe, voluntary and dignified repatriation.

= Avoid all forms of discrimination and
exclusion.

= Promote inclusive public policies for returned
migrants

Cielo RD Program: Cielo RD Repatriation
Insurance Program | Montevideo Consensus on
Population and Development

Linked National Legislation

The General Migration Law No. 285-04, Article
147 mandates the National Institute of Migration
(INM) to carry out studies and support programs
for the care of deported persons. Although it does
not establish specific rights, it serves as a basis
for developing public policies for reintegration.

Official document: Returnees in a condition of
vulnerability DIGITAL.pdf
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https://mirex.gob.do/republica-dominicana-y-estados-unidos-afianzan-cooperacion-en-materia-de-lucha-contra-el-trafico-ilicito-asistencia-humanitaria-y-seguridad/
https://mirex.gob.do/republica-dominicana-y-estados-unidos-afianzan-cooperacion-en-materia-de-lucha-contra-el-trafico-ilicito-asistencia-humanitaria-y-seguridad/
https://mirex.gob.do/republica-dominicana-y-estados-unidos-afianzan-cooperacion-en-materia-de-lucha-contra-el-trafico-ilicito-asistencia-humanitaria-y-seguridad/
https://mirex.gob.do/republica-dominicana-y-estados-unidos-afianzan-cooperacion-en-materia-de-lucha-contra-el-trafico-ilicito-asistencia-humanitaria-y-seguridad/
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/02/03/mas-de-200-dominicanos-deportados-desde-ee-uu-y-pr/2986832
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/02/03/mas-de-200-dominicanos-deportados-desde-ee-uu-y-pr/2986832
https://elnuevodiario.com.do/presidente-abinader-destaca-lazos-de-amistad-y-valores-compartidos-entre-ee-uu-y-rd/
https://elnuevodiario.com.do/presidente-abinader-destaca-lazos-de-amistad-y-valores-compartidos-entre-ee-uu-y-rd/
https://elnuevodiario.com.do/presidente-abinader-destaca-lazos-de-amistad-y-valores-compartidos-entre-ee-uu-y-rd/
https://mirex.gob.do/tratados/memorandum-de-entendimiento-entre-el-gobierno-de-los-estados-unidos-de-america-y-el-gobierno-de-republica-dominicana/
https://mirex.gob.do/tratados/memorandum-de-entendimiento-entre-el-gobierno-de-los-estados-unidos-de-america-y-el-gobierno-de-republica-dominicana/
https://mirex.gob.do/tratados/memorandum-de-entendimiento-entre-el-gobierno-de-los-estados-unidos-de-america-y-el-gobierno-de-republica-dominicana/
https://mirex.gob.do/tratados/memorandum-de-entendimiento-entre-el-gobierno-de-los-estados-unidos-de-america-y-el-gobierno-de-republica-dominicana/
https://mirex.gob.do/tratados/memorandum-de-entendimiento-entre-el-gobierno-de-los-estados-unidos-de-america-y-el-gobierno-de-republica-dominicana/
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/06/20/dominican-republic-and-u-s-strengthen-cooperation-on-security-and-humanitarian-assistance/
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/06/20/dominican-republic-and-u-s-strengthen-cooperation-on-security-and-humanitarian-assistance/
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/06/20/dominican-republic-and-u-s-strengthen-cooperation-on-security-and-humanitarian-assistance/
https://foreignpolicywatchdog.com/united-states/u-s-dominican-republic-open-skies-agreement-takes-effect-boosting-aviation-and-economic-ties
https://foreignpolicywatchdog.com/united-states/u-s-dominican-republic-open-skies-agreement-takes-effect-boosting-aviation-and-economic-ties
https://foreignpolicywatchdog.com/united-states/u-s-dominican-republic-open-skies-agreement-takes-effect-boosting-aviation-and-economic-ties
https://oacnudh.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Recomendaciones-DerechosHumanos-Migrantes-REPUBLICA-DOMINICANA.pdf
https://oacnudh.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Recomendaciones-DerechosHumanos-Migrantes-REPUBLICA-DOMINICANA.pdf
https://oacnudh.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Recomendaciones-DerechosHumanos-Migrantes-REPUBLICA-DOMINICANA.pdf
https://consensomontevideo.cepal.org/es/instrumento/programa-seguro-de-repatriacion-cielo-rd
https://consensomontevideo.cepal.org/es/instrumento/programa-seguro-de-repatriacion-cielo-rd
https://consensomontevideo.cepal.org/es/instrumento/programa-seguro-de-repatriacion-cielo-rd
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
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5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the US in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

Protecqic’m a Nacionales en el Exterior - MIREX |
Portal Unico de Servicios de Relaciones
Exteriores

Seccién Consular - Embajada de la Republica
Dominicana en los Estados Unidos de América

The Dominican Republic maintains a network of
consulates across the United States to protect
and assist its citizens abroad. These consulates
play a critical role in the deportation process, both
prior to removal and repatriation, ensuring
compliance with international norms and
safeguarding the rights and welfare of deported
nationals.

1. Pre-Removal Support

Consulates intervene during the detention and
deportation phases to mitigate the impact on
nationals and uphold their rights:

= Legal Guidance and Advocacy: The consular
officers provide information on legal options,
refer detainees to immigration attorneys, and
monitor due process. This advocacy ensures
that deportees understand their rights and
that U.S. authorities comply with bilateral and
international agreements.

= Identity Verification and Documentation:
consulates issue or renews passports and
confirms nationality, which is essential for
processing deportation. This step accelerates
removal procedures while preventing wrongful
deportation of non-nationals.

= Humanitarian Assistance: in cases of medical
emergencies or vulnerable individuals (e.g.,
minors, elderly), consulates coordinate with
U.S. agencies and NGOs to ensure humane
treatment.

Communication with Families: Consulates notify
families about detention status and expected
removal dates, reducing uncertainty and
facilitating emotional and logistical preparation.

2. Post-Removal Support

Once deportees arrive in the Dominican Republic,
consular involvement shifts to coordination and
reintegration:

= Reception Coordination: consulates liaise with
Dominican immigration authorities to prepare

for arrival at the Centro de Acopio in Haina,
where deportees undergo identity checks,
criminal background screening, and health
assessments.

= Judicial Referral: if deportees have pending
legal cases in the Dominican Republic,
consulates ensure smooth handover to
judicial authorities, maintaining legal
continuity.

= Reintegration Assistance: consulates provide
information on social programs, vocational
training, and psychological support available
in the Dominican Republic, aiming to reduce
recidivism and social marginalization.

= Humanitarian Follow-Up: for vulnerable
deportees, consulates coordinate with local
NGOs and government agencies to provide
housing, medical care, and counseling.

Sources:

= News and Analysis on Deportations and
Consular Involvement

= Diario Libre — Dominicans with Deportation
Orders in the U.S: Dominicanos con orden de
deportacion en EE.UU. - Diario Libre

= Reports on deportation statistics and consular
responses.

= Diario Libre — Dominicans Deported During
Biden Administration: Dominicanos
deportados: 11,000 durante gobierno de
Biden - Diario Libre

= Dominican Today — Calls for Stronger
Consular Protection

= Guillermo Moreno calls for protection of
Dominican immigrants’ rights in the U.S.

= Highlights advocacy for consular services to
defend deportees’ rights.

= Dominican Today — Routine Coordination
Between ICE and Dominican Embassy

Dominican Ambassador calls U.S.
deportations routine and ongoing

Dominican Republic
22


https://servicios360.mirex.gob.do/proteccion-a-nacionales-en-el-exterior/
https://servicios360.mirex.gob.do/proteccion-a-nacionales-en-el-exterior/
https://servicios360.mirex.gob.do/proteccion-a-nacionales-en-el-exterior/
https://usa.mirex.gob.do/seccion-consular/
https://usa.mirex.gob.do/seccion-consular/
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/01/29/dominicanos-con-orden-de-deportacion-en-eeuu/2981914
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/01/29/dominicanos-con-orden-de-deportacion-en-eeuu/2981914
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/01/30/dominicanos-deportados-11000-durante-gobierno-de-biden/2983180
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/01/30/dominicanos-deportados-11000-durante-gobierno-de-biden/2983180
https://www.diariolibre.com/usa/actualidad/2025/01/30/dominicanos-deportados-11000-durante-gobierno-de-biden/2983180
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/02/13/guillermo-moreno-calls-for-protection-of-dominican-immigrants-rights-in-the-u-s/
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/02/13/guillermo-moreno-calls-for-protection-of-dominican-immigrants-rights-in-the-u-s/
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/01/30/dominican-ambassador-calls-u-s-deportations-routine-and-ongoing/
https://dominicantoday.com/dr/local/2025/01/30/dominican-ambassador-calls-u-s-deportations-routine-and-ongoing/
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Deportation Data

Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the US to this country from
November 2024 to present.

3,990 people have been removed from Nov 2024
to present using OHSS charts.

Additional Resources:

Table 42. Noncitizen Removals by Criminal
Status and Region and Country of Nationality:

Fiscal Years 2013 to 2022 | OHSS

Immigration Enforcement and Legal
Processes Monthly Tables | OHSS

https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-
01/2025 0116 ohss_immigration-
enforcement-and-legal-processes-tables-
november-2024.xlsx

Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the US
are arriving during the same period.

Checked OHSS, ICE Air Operations prioritizes
safety and security for its passengers | ICE (ICE

Air Operations), archived ICE reports

Airports and Locations Receiving Deportation
Flights from the U.S. in the Dominican Republic

1.

Main Airport Receiving Deportation Flights

The primary airport for receiving deportation
flights is Las Américas International Airport
(AILA), located in Santo Domingo.

Official protocols indicate that deportees
arrive at AILA under coordination between
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and the Dominican General Directorate
of Migration (DGM).

Upon arrival, deportees undergo biometric
registration, background checks, and medical
evaluations before being transferred to the
Haina Reception Center for further
processing.

Reception and Processing Location

After landing at AILA, deportees are
transported to the Haina Reception Center
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(Centro Vacacional de Haina) in San
Cristébal.

= This center serves as an administrative facility
for identity verification and clearance before
reintegration or judicial referral.

3. Operational Details

= Deportation flights are organized by ICE and
coordinated with DGM.

=  Flights typically arrive on Tuesdays, though
schedules may vary based on operational
needs.

=  Security agencies involved include the
Specialized Corps for Airport Security and
Civil Aviation (CESAC) and the Public
Prosecutor’s Office for cases with pending
judicial processes.

Sources:

= Inicio - DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

= Migracion, Supérate y UNICEF plantean crear
programa de asistencia a dominicanos
repatriados - DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

= aerodom.com/app/do/las-americas-
international-airport

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Santo Domingo and San Pedro de Macoris are
the major cities where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival. Some key city
characteristics include the following:

= Santo Domingo - Capital city; highest
concentration of deportees; access to call
centers and services.

= Santiago - Second-largest city; strong labor
market in commerce and services.

= San Cristébal - Proximity to Haina Reception
Center; industrial and manufacturing
opportunities.

= La Romana - Tourism and service sector
jobs; presence of family networks.
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https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook/2022/table42
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook/2022/table42
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook/2022/table42
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables#table-data-heading
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables#table-data-heading
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/2025_0116_ohss_immigration-enforcement-and-legal-processes-tables-november-2024.xlsx
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/2025_0116_ohss_immigration-enforcement-and-legal-processes-tables-november-2024.xlsx
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/2025_0116_ohss_immigration-enforcement-and-legal-processes-tables-november-2024.xlsx
https://ohss.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/2025_0116_ohss_immigration-enforcement-and-legal-processes-tables-november-2024.xlsx
https://www.ice.gov/features/ICE-Air
https://www.ice.gov/features/ICE-Air
https://migracion.gob.do/en/dgm-reports-that-3581-dominicans-have-repatriated-from-the-us-so-far-in-2025/
https://migracion.gob.do/en/dgm-reports-that-3581-dominicans-have-repatriated-from-the-us-so-far-in-2025/
https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-dominicanos-repatriados/
https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-dominicanos-repatriados/
https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-dominicanos-repatriados/
https://migracion.gob.do/migracion-superate-y-unicef-plantean-crear-programa-de-asistencia-a-dominicanos-repatriados/
https://aerodom.com/app/do/las-americas-international-airport
https://aerodom.com/app/do/las-americas-international-airport
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= San Pedro de Macoris - Known for industrial
zones and port-related employment.

= Puerto Plata - Tourism-driven economy;
seasonal employment opportunities.

Limitation:

= Official statistics do not publish tables within
resettlement cities; instead, the method is
done only by the country of deportation and
demographic characteristics.

= Qualitative studies (INM, OBMICA) suggest
urban patterns, but they are not exhaustive
censuses.

Sources:

= Personas Retornadas en Condicin de
Vulnerabilidad DIGITAL.pdf

= Deportados espaol final mpb.pdf

= republica_dominicana -
compendio _regional de fuentes de datos
sobre _migracion - oim _rmdu -
ro_san _jose mayo 2022.pdf

= Migration and Forced Displacement

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the US of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

Most deported individuals to the Dominican
Republic are young adults. The majority fall within
the age range of 25 to 39 years, representing
approximately 55% of the total, while those aged
20 to 24 account for around 20%. Only a small
proportion, less than 5%, are over 50 years old.
This indicates that deportation primarily affects
individuals in their most productive years.

Gender distribution is highly uneven, with men
comprising between 90% and 93% of deportees,
and women representing only 7% to 10%. This
imbalance reflects broader migration patterns and
enforcement practices that disproportionately
impact male migrants.

Family status is another critical factor. A
significant number of deportees have children
living in the United States or maintain
transnational family ties. Many were heads of
household prior to deportation, which often results
in severe economic and emotional consequences
for their families.

In terms of education, most deported individuals
have incomplete or complete secondary
education. Fewer than 15% have pursued higher
education, which limits their opportunities for
formal employment upon return. This educational
profile underscores the need for vocational
training and reintegration programs.

Regarding length of stay in the United States,
deportees typically lived there for an average of
10 to 15 years before being removed. Many had
previously held legal status, such as permanent
residency, which they lost due to criminal
convictions or administrative irregularities. This
long-term presence abroad often means that
deportees face significant challenges readjusting
to life in the Dominican Republic.

Sources Consulted:

= Human Mobility in the Americas (International

Data)

= |CE Deportations: Gender, Age, and Country
of Citizenship

= Deportados ingls final m pb.pdf

= Personas Retornadas en Condicin de
Vulnerabilidad DIGITAL.pdf

= Human Mobility in the Americas (International

Data)

= Latin America and the Caribbean | World
Migration Report

= Dominican Republic: IACHR urges the State
to Eradicate Statelessness

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

There are certain grounds for deportation such as:
overstaying a visa, criminal conviction, border
apprehensions, final order of removal, and abuse
of visa programs.

Sources:

= local law enforcement referrals (287(g) -
Delegation of Immigration Authority Section
287(g) Immigration and Nationality Act | ICE
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https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://obmica.org/images/Publicaciones/MigrationPolicyBrief/Deportados_espaol_final_mpb.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1446/files/documents/republica_dominicana_-_compendio_regional_de_fuentes_de_datos_sobre_migracion_-_oim_rmdu_-_ro_san_jose_mayo_2022.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1446/files/documents/republica_dominicana_-_compendio_regional_de_fuentes_de_datos_sobre_migracion_-_oim_rmdu_-_ro_san_jose_mayo_2022.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1446/files/documents/republica_dominicana_-_compendio_regional_de_fuentes_de_datos_sobre_migracion_-_oim_rmdu_-_ro_san_jose_mayo_2022.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1446/files/documents/republica_dominicana_-_compendio_regional_de_fuentes_de_datos_sobre_migracion_-_oim_rmdu_-_ro_san_jose_mayo_2022.pdf
https://www.oas.org/ext/en/main/oas/our-structure/gs/ssd/dar/mfd
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/americas/key-figures
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/americas/key-figures
https://tracreports.org/immigration/reports/350/index.html
https://tracreports.org/immigration/reports/350/index.html
https://obmica.org/images/Publicaciones/MigrationPolicyBrief/Deportados_ingls_final_m%20pb.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/americas/key-figures
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/americas/key-figures
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/what-we-do/world-migration-report-2024-chapter-3/latin-america-and-caribbean
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/what-we-do/world-migration-report-2024-chapter-3/latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.oas.org/en/IACHR/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2023/232.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/IACHR/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2023/232.asp
https://www.ice.gov/identify-and-arrest/287g
https://www.ice.gov/identify-and-arrest/287g
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= Not specific to Dominican Republic - Policies
for the Apprehension, Detention, and
Removal of Undocumented Immigrants

Main Legal and Administrative Reasons for
Deportation to the Dominican Republic

4. U.S. Perspective

= Violations of immigration laws: irregular entry
through unauthorized borders or ports,
overstaying visas, and document fraud.

= Serious crimes: Drug trafficking, robbery,
assault, domestic violence, document forgery,
and driving under the influence.

= Applicable regulations: Immigration and
Nationality Act (INA), Sections 212 and 237,
executive orders allowing expedited removal
for undocumented migrants with less than two
years in the U.S.

1. Dominican Perspective

= Withdrawal of migration documents (Art. 124),
communication to security agencies and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Art. 125),
temporary detention until effective departure
(Art. 126).

2. Relevant Jurisprudence

= Constitutional Court Decision TC/0051/21:
Prohibits deportation while an administrative
process for residency is pending; ensures due
process before definitive expulsion.

Sources:

= Regulation 285-04.pdf

= Regulation 631-11

= Jurisprudencia Migratoria Dominicana -
Santana Ripoll & Assoc.

= Migration Law No. 285-04 and Regulation No.
631-11:

= Article 68 and 69: lllegal entry, false
documents, expired stay.

= Article 121: Deportation for clandestine entry,
document fraud, failure to comply with
deadlines.

= Article 122: Expulsion for activities affecting
public order, national security, or social
peace.

= Article 15: Admission impediments (serious
crimes, lack of lawful means of livelihood,
contagious diseases).

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

The promulgation of the General Migration Law
No. 285-04 of August 15, 2004 and the approval
of its Application Regulations contained in Decree
no. 631-11), constituted not only the second major
legislative effort with a systemic objective of
ordering, modernization and organization of
institutionality in the area of migratory affairs, but
being the culmination of a dilated and sinuous
dynamic, they turned out to be a profound value,
together with a first great effort to tune the norm
and practice, in the configuration of a new culture
within the framework of a new Dominican
Migration Law. The expanded immigration
interdiction and containment plan is being
implemented in all the country’s provinces, in
strict compliance with Law 285-04 and its
Regulation, No. 631-11. It is also implemented in
accordance with due process standards, carrying
out individualized assessments, aligned with
respect for human rights, and without harming the
dignity of individuals.

Transparency Laws and Public Reporting on
Deportation in the Dominican Republic

1. General Transparency Law (Law No. 200-04)

= Law No. 200-04 on Free Access to Public
Information guarantees the right of any
person to request and receive complete,
truthful, and timely information from any state
body.

= Atrticle 1 establishes the right to access public
information, and Article 3 obliges public
institutions to ensure transparency and
maximum publicity.

= Decree No. 130-05 sets deadlines for
responding to requests (15 business days,
extendable by 10 days).

= This law applies to the General Directorate of
Migration (DGM), which must provide
information on deportations upon request.
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https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%29.pdf
https://dgii.gov.do/sobreTarjetaTurista/Documents/Ley285-04.pdf
https://dgii.gov.do/sobreTarjetaTurista/Documents/Reglamento285-04.pdf

Care for Migrants

Constitutional Provisions

Article 138 of the Dominican Constitution
states that Public Administration is subject to
the principle of transparency.

Article 49 guarantees the right of every
person to seek, investigate, receive, and
disseminate public information.

Migration Law

Migration Law No. 285-04 and its Regulation
(Decree 631-11) governs deportation
procedures but does not establish an
obligation to publish periodic reports.

However, the General Directorate of Migration
publishes data on its portal to comply with
transparency standards.

There is no specific law requiring the
publication of deportation statistics, but Law
No. 200-04 and the Constitution guarantee
the right to request this information. The DGM
partially complies by publishing data on its
official website.

Sources:

Ley General de Libre Acceso a la Informacion
Publica, No

Transparencia - Camara de Diputados de la
Republica Dominicana

deportacio,nes - DIRECCION GENERAL DE
MIGRACION

https://migracion.gob.do/en/history/

Government Sources: Identify which
agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

General Directorate of Migration (DGM)

Main Role: Executes deportations, maintains
official records, and publishes statistics on its
portal.

Legal Basis: Migration Law No. 285-04 and its
Regulation (Decree 631-11).

Specific Functions: Orders deportations (Art.
69), communicates decisions to security
agencies and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(Art. 125), and publishes data in compliance
with the Free Access to Public Information
Law (Law 200-04).
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2. National Institute of Migration (INM)

= Main Role: Produces studies, diagnostics,
and statistics on migration and deportation.

= Legal Basis: Attached to the Ministry of
Interior and Police; recognized by Law 285-04
as a technical body supporting the National
Migration Council.

= Specific Functions: Publishes reports and
manages transparency in migration data
under Law 200-04.

3. Ministry of Interior and Police

= Main Role: Defines migration policies and
supervises the application of Migration Law
No. 285-04.

= Specific Functions: Coordinates with DGM
and INM to ensure legality and transparency;
participates in drafting the Regulation of
Application (Decree 631-11).

Sources:

= https://migracion.gob.do/deportaciones/

= Inicio - Instituto Nacional de Migracion | INM
RD

= Inicio - Instituto Nacional de Migracion | INM
RD

= Ley General de Libre Acceso a la Informacién
Publica, No

= Decreto N° 631-11. Reglamento de aplicacién
de la Ley General de Migracion N° 285-04,
del 14 de agosto de 2004

8. Freedom of Information: Assess

whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

The Office for Access to Public Information (OAI)
is the body designed to comply with the precepts
of the “General Law on Access to Public
Information” (Law 200-04), Decree No. 130-05
that creates the regulations of said law, and other
regulations related to free access to information.
Through the multiple functions granted to it by
law, it guarantees that citizens exercise the right
of free access to public information.
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https://indotel.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Ley_No__200-04_sobre_Libre_Acceso_a_la_Informacion_Publica.pdf
https://indotel.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Ley_No__200-04_sobre_Libre_Acceso_a_la_Informacion_Publica.pdf
https://camaradediputados.gob.do/transparencia/
https://camaradediputados.gob.do/transparencia/
https://migracion.gob.do/deportaciones/
https://migracion.gob.do/deportaciones/
https://migracion.gob.do/en/history/
https://migracion.gob.do/deportaciones/
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/transparencia/phocadownload/Publicaciones/Personas%20Retornadas%20en%20Condicin%20de%20Vulnerabilidad%20DIGITAL.pdf
https://indotel.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Ley_No__200-04_sobre_Libre_Acceso_a_la_Informacion_Publica.pdf
https://indotel.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Ley_No__200-04_sobre_Libre_Acceso_a_la_Informacion_Publica.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Decreto-631-11.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Decreto-631-11.pdf
https://inm.gob.do/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Decreto-631-11.pdf
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What is RAI?

The Access to Information Representative (RAl) is
responsible for processing and providing the
required information and for being the channel of
communication between the institution and
citizens.

Information Request Process:
1. Complete the information request form.

2. This form is reviewed in order to verify that it
is duly completed.

3. Acknowledgement of receipt is delivered to
the applicant.

4. Depending on the complexity of the
information, the collection and delivery
process may take up to 15 business days;
and if necessary, an extension of 10
additional working days is requested to
complete each request for information, as
stipulated in Law 200-04.

5. A tracking number is assigned to each
request, with which the citizen can verify the
status of their process until confirming that the
information has been provided.

Accessing Deportation Data in the Dominican
Republic through Freedom of Information Laws

Freedom of Information (FOI) laws in the
Dominican Republic grant citizens the right to
access public data, including migration and
deportation statistics. These laws aim to promote
transparency and accountability in government
institutions. The primary legislation governing this
right is the General Law on Free Access to Public
Information (Law No. 200-04), which establishes
procedures and timelines for obtaining official
information.

Applicable Laws

= Law No. 200-04: General Law on Free
Access to Public Information.

= Decree No. 130-05: Regulation for
implementing Law 200-04.

= Dominican Constitution (Article 44):
Recognizes the right to information and
personal data protection.

= Law No. 172-13: Governs personal data
protection, relevant when deportation data
includes personal identifiers.

Procedure to Request Deportation Data

1. Submit a written request to the relevant public
authority (e.g., Direccién General de
Migracién). Include: full name, ID, description
of requested information, authority holding the
data, reason for request, and contact details.

2. Response time: 15 business days
(extendable by 10 additional days in
exceptional cases).

3. Delivery: Information must be provided in a
complete and truthful manner, free of charge
unless reproduction costs apply.

4. Appeal: If denied, you can appeal
administratively or judicially under the law.

Official Sources:

= Ley No. 200-04 (PDF - Presidencia) Ley-200-
04.pdf

= OAS Guide on Ley 200-04 Ley acceso a
informacion.indd

= Brochure on FOI Procedures

= Brochure Libre Acceso a la Informacion
Publica web

= Law No. 172-13 Overview Law No. 172-13
Dominican Republic

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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https://presidencia.gob.do/sites/default/files/statics/transparencia/marco-legal/leyes/Ley-200-04.pdf
https://presidencia.gob.do/sites/default/files/statics/transparencia/marco-legal/leyes/Ley-200-04.pdf
https://www.oas.org/juridico/spanish/mesicic3_repdom_ley200.pdf
https://www.oas.org/juridico/spanish/mesicic3_repdom_ley200.pdf
https://dgii.gov.do/publicacionesOficiales/bibliotecaVirtual/contribuyentes/Otros/Documents/14-GuiaLibreAccesoInformacionPublica.pdf
https://dgii.gov.do/publicacionesOficiales/bibliotecaVirtual/contribuyentes/Otros/Documents/14-GuiaLibreAccesoInformacionPublica.pdf
https://www.clym.io/regulations/law-no-172-13-dominican-republic
https://www.clym.io/regulations/law-no-172-13-dominican-republic
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