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Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
US to this country.

Core Impacts -- most of the data comes from
2023-2024 reports or news articles from the
beginning of 2025.

= Social: Individuals who are deported face
stigma, fractured family ties, and insecurity.
Reintegration is harder for those returning to
gang-controlled coastal cities like Guayaquil,
where extortion and violence are rampant.
(https://english.elpais.com/international/2025-
03-22/trumps-ecuadorian-deportees-
returning-to-a-country-under-the-terror-of-
organized-
crime.html | https://www.weareceda.org/ceda-
publications/ecuador-at-a-crossroads-the-
intersection-of-violence-migration-and-
displacement | https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2025/country-
chapters/ecuador | https://www.state.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2025/07/6245212_ECUADO
R-2024-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf)

= Economic: Poverty remains high (28%
nationally; 43% rural), and informal
employment dominates. Individuals who are
deported often return with debt and limited job
prospects. Government assistance includes
$50 immediate aid and a $470 monthly
stipend for three months, plus training, but
these measures are insufficient given
structural unemployment
(https://www.weareceda.org/ceda-
publications/ecuador-at-a-crossroads-the-
intersection-of-violence-migration-and-
displacement | https://crisisresponse.iom.int/r
esponse/ecuador-crisis-response-plan-

2025 | https://www.plenglish.com/news/2025/
02/13/the-united-states-deported-1297-
ecuadorians-in-2025/

= Psychological: Recent studies highlight high
rates of depression, PTSD, and anxiety
among returnees, worsened by detention
trauma and unsafe environments. Women
face additional stress from caregiving burdens
and gender-based violence risks
(https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articl

es/10.1186/s12939-025-02455-

w | https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-
health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1577018/f
ull)

Differences by Gender, Age and Time in the US

= Gender: Women often assume sole
caregiving roles and face heightened
vulnerability to violence and discrimination.
Men experience pressure to re-migrate for
economic reasons. Gender norms influence
coping strategies and reintegration success
(https://english.elpais.com/international/2025-
03-22/trumps-ecuadorian-deportees-
returning-to-a-country-under-the-terror-of-
organized-crime.html)

= Age: Youth (15-30) are more likely to attempt
re-migration due to lack of opportunities and
high violence exposure. Older individuals
struggle with identity rupture and diminished
employability
(https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-
health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1577018/f
ull).

= Time in the US: Longer stays correlate with
deeper cultural disconnection and harder
reintegration, especially for those with U.S.-
born children
(https://english.elpais.com/international/2025-
03-22/trumps-ecuadorian-deportees-
returning-to-a-country-under-the-terror-of-
organized-crime.html).

Changes Over the Last Five Years
(https://refugees.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/04/2025-Country-
Conditions-

Ecuador.pdf | https://www.weareceda.org/ceda-
publications/february-2025-update-ecuador-at-a-
crossroads | https://www.as-
coa.org/articles/tracking-trump-and-latin-america-
migration-ecuador-enters-safe-third-country-

agreement)

= Security Collapse: Homicide rates surged to
44.5 per 100,000 in 2024—the highest in
South America. Child homicides rose 640%
since 2019. Deportees now return to far more
violent conditions than five years ago.

= Migration Dynamics: Ecuadorians are now the
second most intercepted population in the
Darién Gap, reflecting repeated migration
cycles driven by insecurity and poverty.
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= Policy Shifts: U.S. immigration enforcement
intensified under Trump’s second term,
targeting 1 million deportations in 2025.
Executive orders halted all U.S. foreign aid to
Ecuador, eliminated Safe Mobility Offices,
and increased deportations, leaving Ecuador
without critical humanitarian support
(https://www.weareceda.org/ceda-
publications/february-2025-update-ecuador-
at-a-crossroads).

=  On November 14, 2025, the US published
an agreement with Ecuador regarding the
transfer of “third-country nationals”: “The
agreement states that the United States
will propose the transfer of citizens “at its
sole discretion” and also emphasizes that
Ecuador “at its sole discretion” will
consider accepting such a proposal in
whole or in part.”
(https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2025/11/14/I
atinoamerica/ecuador-eeuu-acuerdo-
tercer-pais-seguro-inmigrantes-
deportados-orix).

Regional Differences:
(https://english.elpais.com/international/2025-03-
22/trumps-ecuadorian-deportees-returning-to-a-
country-under-the-terror-of-organized-

crime.html | https://crisisresponse.iom.int/respons
el/ecuador-crisis-response-plan-2025).

= Coastal Provinces (Guayas, Esmeraldas):
Highest violence and extortion risks;
deportees face severe security threats and
business extortion (“vacunas”).

= Highlands (Cafar, Chimborazo):
Reintegration benefits from family networks
and indigenous community support, but
economic opportunities remain scarce.

= Amazon Region: Less gang violence but
extreme poverty and limited infrastructure
hinder reintegration

2. Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

Government Resources

The Ecuadorian government provides essential
support to deported individuals through its
ministries, focusing on identity verification,
consular assistance, and social protection. These
programs aim to ensure that returnees have
access to basic services and reintegration
opportunities upon arrival.

Resource:

= Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Cancilleria) —
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/migrantes-
retornados/

In addition to consular support, Ecuador’s Ministry
of Economic and Social Inclusion (MIES) offers
social programs that provide temporary housing,
food assistance, and economic reintegration
measures for vulnerable deportees.

Resources:

= Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion
(MIES) — Social Protection Programs
https://www.inclusion.gob.ec

Citation:

Ministerio de Inclusién Econémica y Social.
(2024). Programas Sociales.
https://www.inclusion.gob.ec

International Organizations

International organizations play a critical role in
complementing government efforts. The
International Organization for Migration (IOM)
runs reintegration projects that include
psychosocial support, vocational training, and
small business grants for deported individuals
(https://ecuador.iom.int/).

For deportees who face protection risks, UNHCR
provides legal counselling and humanitarian
assistance, ensuring compliance with international
human rights standards
(https://www.acnur.org/ecuador).

Key Treaties and Agreements

Bilateral agreements between Ecuador and the
United States govern repatriation procedures,
ensuring safe and orderly returns. These
agreements include provisions for consular
notification, humanitarian safeguards, and
compliance monitoring.

Resource:

= U.S. Department of State. (2024). U.S.
Relations with Ecuador (https://2021-
2025.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-ecuador/)

NGO Reports and Critiques

Civil society organizations such as Fundacion
Esperanza have highlighted gaps in reintegration
programs, including insufficient funding and lack
of tailored support for vulnerable groups like
women and minors.
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Resource:

= Fundacion Esperanza. (2024). Programas de
Reinsercion
(https://fundacionesperanza.org.ec/)

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

Limitations and Absence of Resources for
Deported Persons in Ecuador

Government Assistance Programs

The Ecuadorian government has implemented
emergency plans to assist deported nationals,
such as the ‘Ecuador es tu hogar’ program, which
provides a monthly stipend of USD 470 for three
months and limited reintegration support.
However, these programs are temporary and only
cover basic needs, leaving long-term reintegration
largely unaddressed.

= Limited duration of financial aid (only 3
months).

= No comprehensive employment or housing
solutions beyond initial assistance.

= Reintegration programs like ‘Aqui hay futuro’
lack nationwide coverage and funding.

Social Protection Gaps

Despite emergency measures, deported
individuals face significant challenges accessing
healthcare, psychological support, and social
services. Many returnees report stigmatization
and lack of tailored programs for vulnerable
groups, such as women, children, and victims of
trafficking.

= Absence of permanent reintegration policies.
= Limited mental health and trauma support.

= High dependency on informal labor markets,
increasing vulnerability.

Role and Limitations of NGOs

While organizations like United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR/ACNUR),
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), and the
Norwegian Refugee Council provide legal advice
and humanitarian aid, their focus is primarily on
refugees and asylum seekers, not deported
nationals. This creates a gap in specialized
assistance for deportees.

= Scarcity of NGOs dedicated exclusively to
deported Ecuadorians.

= Services often concentrated in major cities,
leaving rural areas underserved.

Reintegration Challenges

The Ecuadorian labor market has limited capacity
to absorb deported individuals, with estimates
suggesting that up to 70% end up in informal
employment. Structural reforms and targeted
economic programs are needed to prevent
poverty and social exclusion.

Updated Sources:

= Government Assistance Overview:
https://quenoticias.com/comunidad/programa-
de-apoyo-migrantes-ecuatorianos/

= Financial Aid Details:
https://www.expreso.ec/actualidad/economia/
migrantes-deportados-acceder-ayuda-470-
231669.html

= Reintegration Plan:
https://migranteecuatoriano.com/reinsercion-
y-apoyo-a-migrantes-ecuatorianos-
deportados-desde-ee-uu/

= NGO Contacts:
https://help.unhcr.org/ecuador/bienvenido-
a/donde-encontrar-ayuda/contactos-de-

organizaciones/

= Labor Market Challenges:
https://lanacion.com.ec/desafios-laborales-
para-los-deportados-desde-ee-uu-y-
propuestas-para-su-reinsercion-en-ecuador/

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

Government Reintegration Program: “Ecuador es
tu hogar” (recently launched)

= Implemented by: Ministry of Economic and
Social Inclusion (MIES).

= Obijective: Support Ecuadorians deported
from the U.S. in their reintegration process.

= Benefits: Economic Assistance: $470 monthly
for three months (equivalent to the basic
unified salary).
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= Training and Education: Programs to improve
employability and create new job
opportunities.

= Eligibility: Must have been forcibly deported
from the U.S.

= No serious criminal record (e.g., homicide,
terrorism, organized crime).

= Listed in the official registry of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

= Over 18 years old.

International Cooperation and Humanitarian
Support

= |OM Crisis Response Plan (2025): Focus on
livelihoods, economic recovery, and social
inclusion for returnees.

= Provides technical support to Ecuadorian
authorities for reintegration programs.

= Includes mental health, psychosocial support,
and regular migration pathways

Sources:

https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdi14

81/files/appeal/pdf/2025 Ecuador Crisis Respon
se Plan 2025.pdf

https://quenoticias.com/comunidad/programa-de-
apoyo-migrantes-ecuatorianos/

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

1. Main Legal Framework

Ley Organica de Movilidad Humana (LOMH), is
Ecuador’s main legal framework for governing
migration and human mobility. It’s purpose is to
regulate the rights and obligations of migrants,
emigrants, and Ecuadorians returning to the
country and to establish the responsibilities of the
State in managing migration and protecting these
groups.

https://www.gob.ec/requlaciones/ley-organica-
movilidad-humana-2025

2. Reintegration Policies and Programs

Certificado de Migrante Retornado is an official
document issued by Ecuador’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Human Mobility that recognizes an

Ecuadorian citizen (and certain of their family
members ) as a returned migrant. This official
documents allows returned migrants to qualify for
benefits under the LOMH.

https://www.gob.ec/mremh/tramites/emision-
certificado-migrantes-ecuatorianos-retornados

Inscripciones | Apoyo a Migrantes Retornados

2025 (MIES)

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

1. Constitutional Rights

The LOMH guarantee equal rights for all
persons, regardless of migratory status and
prohibits discrimination for being deported
(Articles 9 and 11). The LOMH further
recognizes the right to migrate and prohibits
labeling anyone as “illegal” due to migration
status (Article 40).

N

Ley Organica de Movilidad Humana (LOMH)

The LOMH and its reforms (2023—-2025)
establish certain rights for Ecuadorians
returning after deportation, which include the
following:

= Deported Ecuadorians have the right to
access public health services without
discrimination. The law mandates
inclusion in national health programs.

= Reintegration is linked to the principle of
Buen Vivir, enabling access to social
programs and housing assistance,
especially for vulnerable groups (Article
21).

= Guarantees recognition of foreign studies
and access to scholarships for deported
Ecuadorians and their families.

= Through the Certificado de Migrante
Retornado, deported individuals can:

= Import household goods and work
tools duty-free.

= Access entrepreneurship programs
and credit lines.

Ecuador
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= Participate in job placement and
vocational training initiatives.

https://www.gob.ec/regulaciones/ley-organica-
movilidad-humana-2023

3. Government Programs

MREMH Assistance Services Free consular
and reintegration support, including
orientation for health, housing, and
employment.

https://www.gob.ec/mremh/tramites/gestion-
asistencia-ecuatorianos-exterior-deportados-
expulsados-hacia-ecuador,
https://www.gob.ec/regulaciones/ley-
organica-movilidad-humana-2023

Plan “Ecuador es tu Hogar” (MIES) is a
government program created in 2025 to
support Ecuadorians who have been
deported from the United States and need
help reintegrating into Ecuadorian society.
Under this program, deported migrants may
receive:

= $470 monthly for 3 months.
= Training and job programs.
= Social inclusion measures.

https://quenoticias.com/comunidad/programa-
de-apoyo-migrantes-ecuatorianos/

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

Below is an analysis based on official sources and
media reports regarding the situation of deported
individuals upon arrival in Ecuador, particularly
whether they face detention, investigation, or
other legal procedures. This includes both the
treatment upon arrival and the reception
protocols.

No automatic detention or criminal investigation

= The Ecuadorian government does not detain
or investigate deported individuals simply
because they were returned.

= They are issued a Returned Migrant
Certificate to access social benefits.

= https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/2025/02/06/can
cilleria-establece-plan-de-asistencia-

emergente-para-ecuatorianos-en-estados-
unidos-y-de-apoyo-a-compatriotas-
retornados/

Support and reintegration programs

= Executive Decree 521 (Feb. 2025): $470
monthly subsidy for 3 months for deportees
from the U.S.

= “Ecuador es tu hogar”: legal assistance,
training, personal kits, psychological support.

Sources:

= https://www.primicias.ec/noticias/sociedad/su
bsidio-ecuador-deportados-eeuu/

= https://www.inclusion.gob.ec/

Conditions prior to arrival in the U.S.

= Deportees report being shackled and
handcuffed during ICE transfers.

= Link;
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/w
e-had-no-idea-where-we-were-going-
deportees-pass-through-msp

Background checks in special cases

= Ecuador rejects individuals with criminal
records under bilateral agreements (e.g.,
third-country asylum applicants)
(https://www.telesurenglish.net/the-u-s-and-
ecuador-sign-safe-third-country-deal/).

Informal risks after deportation

= Loss of documents, extortion, arbitrary
detention by informal actors (not by the State)
(https://www.hrw.org/es).

8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

1. Applicable Legal Framework

Human Mobility Organic Law (Ley Organica
de Movilidad Humana): Governs rights of
Ecuadorians abroad and returnees, ensuring
access to identity documents regardless of
migration status. It emphasizes that no
person should be considered “illegal” due to
immigration status and guarantees consular
services for identity recovery.
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Civil Registry Law (Registro Civil):
Establishes procedures for issuance and
renewal of cédulas for citizens and residents

2. Mechanisms for Ecuadorian Citizens Abroad
or Deported

Consular Services: Ecuadorian citizens who
have been deported or reside abroad can
renew or request a new cédula at Ecuadorian
consulates. This applies if:

= The cédula has expired.
= It was lost or stolen.

= Personal data needs updating (e.g.,
marital status, education).

Requirements:
=  Previous cédula (if available).
= Ecuadorian passport or birth certificate.
= Payment of fees.
= Certificate of voting (for adults).
3. For Those Without Any ID
If the person lacks any Ecuadorian ID:

= Birth Certificate: Must be registered in
Ecuador’s Civil Registry. If not, the
individual must request registration using
apostilled or legalized documents.

= Order of Cedulacion: Issued by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human
Mobility (MREMH) after verifying
nationality and migration status. This
document authorizes the Civil Registry to
issue the cédula.

Online and In-Person Options

= Agencia Virtual: Ecuador’s Civil Registry
platform allows scheduling appointments and
paying fees online.

= Consular Appointments: Required for in-
person processing at consulates.

Sources:

https://consuladoenusa.ecugob.com/renovar-tu-
cedula-ecuatoriana-usa/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ecua
dor-immigration-policy/ecuador-immigration-policy

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Legal Status of Deported Persons upon Arrival in
Ecuador

Legal Status upon Arrival

Deported Ecuadorian nationals regain full
citizenship rights upon arrival. They are not
subject to criminal penalties for deportation itself,
as migration-related infractions are considered
administrative in nature. Foreign nationals
deported from Ecuador lose their migratory status
and face prohibitions on re-entry, which under
recent reforms can extend up to 40 years for
cases involving threats to national security.

Administrative and Judicial Procedures

The deportation process is primarily
administrative, regulated under Articles 142—-146
of the Ley Organica de Movilidad Humana. It
requires a motivated resolution and guarantees
the right to defense and judicial review. Recent
legal reforms (2025) introduced expedited
deportation within 24 hours for individuals
deemed a security threat, while maintaining the
prohibition of collective expulsions and
compliance with international human rights
standards. Judicial oversight is exercised through
constitutional actions such as ‘accién de
proteccion’ and review by the Constitutional
Court.

Relevant Law

Ley Orgéanica de Movilidad Humana (LOMH)
establishes principles of universal citizenship,
non-discrimination, and due process in migration
matters. Key provisions include:

= Article 40 of the Constitution: Right to migrate.

= Articles 142—146 LOMH: Grounds and
procedure for deportation.

= 2025 Reform: Expedited deportation and
extended re-entry bans.

Relevant Jurisprudence

= Constitutional Court Judgment 639-19-JP/20:
Prohibition of collective expulsions and
requirement of individualized due process.

= 2019 Decision on Cuban national: Obligation
to assess family ties and proportionality
before deportation.
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Sources:

= Official Law Text:
https://www.gob.ec/regulaciones/ley-
organica-movilidad-humana-2025

= Recent Reforms Overview:
https://betzabethjaramillo.com/nuevas-
reformas-a-la-ley-organica-de-movilidad-
humana-en-ecuador-2025/

= News on Expedited Deportation:
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-
latina/2025/10/23/ecuador-reformo-su-ley-de-
movilidad-se-exigiran-antecedentes-penales-
y-se-aceleraran-las-deportaciones/

=  Constitutional Court Ruling:
https://www.corteconstitucional.gob.ec/senten
cia-639-19-jp-20/

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in this country that
provide legal or non-legal assistance
to deported individuals. Include:

— Name of organization

— Mission

— Type of service and resources
they provide

— Data on the number of individuals
helped

— Other organizations they partner
with

Organizations in Ecuador that provide assistance
to deported individuals include the Public
Defender’s Office for free legal aid, UNHCR (the
UN Refugee Agency) and its partners like HIAS
and the International Rescue Committee (IRC) for
humanitarian and legal support, and IOM
(International Organization for Migration) for
reintegration assistance. The Cruz Roja
Ecuatoriana (Ecuadorian Red Cross) also offers
basic humanitarian assistance.

In 2024, UNHCR and partners registered 48,515
forcibly displaced people (globally), representing a
decrease of approximately 19% from those
registered in 2023. Around 71% had unmet basic
needs, including legal status, education, or severe
medical conditions. Nearly 65% of those assisted
were Venezuelan, 25% Colombian, and 10%
other nationalities.

UNHCR supported asylum authorities through the
Quality Assurance Initiative (QAI), enhancing
reception and civil registration. 14,486 individuals
globally were registered with protection needs, an
increase compared to the 10,740 in 2023,
including 4,117 recognized as refugees, reducing
the asylum backlog to 6,997 cases. Refugee
recognition rates increased to 69%, and
processing times decreased to about five months

Sources:

https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2025-
06/ecuador_arr 2024.pdf and
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-
country/ecuador-legal-
assistance/#:~:text=Tel:%20+593%2022%2024%
2015,Email:%20coordinacion@fequidadecuador.

org

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

Yes, Ecuador’s constitution guarantees the right
to legal defense and state-supported legal aid,
which extends to all individuals, including those
facing deportation. Detainees have the right to an
attorney, and those who cannot afford one are
entitled to a court-appointed public defender. This
right to a legal defense and a public defender is
also supported by international human rights
standards and has been clarified by Ecuadorian
courts to ensure due process in immigration
cases.

Source:

https://www.acnur.org/fleadmin/Documentos/Prot
eccion/Buenas_Practicas/11424.pdf

3. International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

Yes, Ecuador has incorporated international
human rights and refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported and returned
individuals, notably through its 2017 Organic Law
on Human Mobility
(https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BD
L/2017/11404.pdf. This law aligns with key
international principles, including the definition of
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refugees from the 1951 Convention and
Cartagena Declaration, and guarantees due
process and the principle of non-refoulement. This
law also applies to Ecuadorians returning from
abroad, including those deported, by mandating
state support for reintegration and prohibiting
discrimination against returnees.

Other key legal provisions and their impact

= Constitutional foundation: Ecuador’s 2008
Constitution recognizes the right of
Ecuadorians to return to Ecuador and the
government’s obligation to protect its citizens
abroad and upon return in certain
circumstances (Article 40, Constitution of the
Republic of Ecuador;
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/
Ecuador_2021).

= Organic Law on Human Mobility (2017): This
law was a significant step in domesticating
international standards.

= Itincorporates the refugee definition from
the 1951 Convention and the Cartagena
Declaration.

= |tincludes the expanded definition of a
refugee, covering those fleeing
“generalized violence, foreign aggression,
internal conflict, massive violation of
human rights, or other circumstances that
have seriously disturbed public order”.

= |t establishes due process guarantees in
the process of determining refugee
status.

= |t also provides certain rights to
Repatriated Ecuadorian Nationals
(Chapter II).

= Rights of those in human mobility: The law
ensures that all individuals in a situation of
human mobility in Ecuador enjoy the rights
established in the constitution and
international instruments, regardless of their
migratory status.

Sources:

https://www.unesco.org/sites/default/files/medias/f
ichiers/2023/12/PPI-Country-Profiles-Ecuador.pdf

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

Yes, deported individuals can access legal
education and rights-awareness programs in
Ecuador through government channels like the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Ministerio de
Relaciones Exteriores y Movilidad Humana).
International organizations like the International
Organization for Migration (IOM)
(https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/ecuador-
crisis-response-plan-2025) and the UNHCR
(https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-
pdf/4889cb8e2.pdf also provide assistance,
including orientation and legal information. Local
legal aid and human rights organizations further
offer support for vulnerable populations.

Source:

https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-
pdf/4889cb8e2.pdf

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the US

Options to recover belongings after deportation
from the U.S. to Ecuador:
1. ICE/CBP

= Request inventory and assign a
representative with a notarized power of
attorney before deportation.

= Contact ICE: https://www.ice.gov/contact

= Property info:
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-
management

2. Ecuadorian Consulates & Programs

= Ministry of Foreign Affairs:
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/

= “Ecuador es tu hogar” program (MIES):
https://www.inclusion.gob.ec

3. NGOs & UNHCR

= Legal advice and psychosocial support:
https://help.unhcr.org/ecuador/
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Private Shipping Companies

https://grupoenviworld.com/

https://servientrega.us/

https://aeropost.com/ECU/es

https://www.stackry.com/es

https://deblex.com/

Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the US after returning to this
country?

Below are the legal mechanisms, formal
agreements, resources, and strategies available
for Ecuadorians deported from the U.S. to recover
assets such as properties, wages, or bank
accounts while in Ecuador:

1.

Legal Rights and Property in the U.S.

Deportation does not remove ownership of
property, accounts, or legal assets.

Assets can only be seized if linked to criminal
activity through due process.

Source: https://legalclarity.org/what-happens-
to-your-money-and-property-if-you-get-
deported/

Power of Attorney (POA) and Trusts

Granting a POA allows someone you trust to
manage property, accounts, and payments on
your behalf.

Creating revocable trusts or joint ownership
makes asset management easier from
abroad.

Source: https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-
you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-
deportation/

Claiming Property Held by ICE

ICE has a Property Claim Program for
recovering money, documents, and personal
items.

If not claimed promptly, items may be
destroyed or auctioned.

Source: https://larepublica.pe/estados-
unidos/2025/02/12/deportaciones-de-
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inmigrantes-que-pasa-con-tu-dinero-
telefonos-y-otras-pertenencias-tras-ser-
detenido-por-ice-en-estados-unidos-Irtmus-
414696

4. Legal Resources and Free Assistance

= EOIR publishes an official list of pro bono
attorneys by state.

= You can also use USA.gov to find free or low-
cost legal help.

= Sources:
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/estados-
unidos/migraciones/gratis-y-en-eeuu-la-lista-
oficial-actualizada-de-abogados-pro-bono-
para-casos-de-deportacion-de-nid12062025/
and https://www.usa.gov/es/asistencia-legal-

gratis

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the US and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

The U.S. and Ecuador have maintained
cooperation on deportation and repatriation for
decades. The framework is primarily based on:

1. Formal Agreement on Transfers (2025):
Allows the transfer of third-country nationals
to Ecuador and outlines conditions for
accepting certain migrants, primarily
refugees, under strict health and security
criteria.

1. Safe Third Country Arrangement: Agreement
under which Ecuador agrees to process
asylum claims for certain migrants who might
otherwise seek asylum in the U.S.

2. Consular Notification and Assistance
Agreement: Ensures Ecuadorian consular
officials are informed and can assist nationals
during removal proceedings.

3. Standard Repatriation Procedures: Ecuador
accepts deported Ecuadorian nationals from
the U.S. under standard repatriation
procedures, which include:

= Advance Notification: U.S. authorities
must provide Ecuador with passenger
lists and flight details before repatriation.

Ecuador
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= Humanitarian Standards: Deportees must
be treated with dignity, provided food,
water, and medical care during transport.

= Identification and Documentation:
Ecuador agrees to verify nationality and
issue travel documents promptly.

Safeguards Included

= Protection of Minors: Special handling for
unaccompanied children.

= Medical Screening: Health checks before and
after flights.

= Consular Access: Ecuadorian officials can
monitor conditions and assist deportees.

Sources:

https://www.ice.gov/remove/removal

https://2021-2025.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-
ecuador/

https://www.as-coa.org/articles/tracking-trump-
and-latin-america-migration-ecuador-enters-safe-
third-country-agreement

https://www.federalreqister.gov/documents/2025/1

1/17/2025-19939/agreement-between-the-
government-of-the-united-states-of-america-and-
the-government-of-the-republic

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

Below is an overview of Ecuador’s international
and national obligations to ensure safe, dignified,
and individualized repatriation:

1. International Obligations

Ecuador complies with treaties ensuring safe
and dignified repatriation:

= Refugee Convention (UNHCR):
https://www.unhcr.org/about-
unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention

= Convention Against Torture (UN):
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/convention-
against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-

or-degrading

= Global Compact for Safe Migration (UN
Migration):
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/es/global-
compact-for-migration

2. National Legislation

Legal framework regulating human mobility
and repatriation:

= Organic Law on Human Mobility (LOMH):
https://www.gob.ec/requlaciones/ley-
organica-movilidad-humana-2023

= Executive Decree 354 — Regulation:
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/2022.03.18 regl
amento _a la _ley organica_de movilidad
humana_ - rlomh.pdf

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the US in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

Below is a detailed assessment of the role of
Ecuadorian consulates in the United States in
supporting nationals before and after deportation,
based on official data and impact evaluations:

1. Before Deportation

= Emergency Assistance Plan (2025): free
legal advice, emergency passports, 24/7
hotlines, detention prevention, and
voluntary repatriation.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/2025/02/06
/cancilleria-establece-plan-de-asistencia-
emergente-para-ecuatorianos-en-
estados-unidos-y-de-apoyo-a-
compatriotas-retornados/

= Essential Consular Services: legal,
medical support, emergency protection,
notarization, and document processing.
cancilleria.gob.ec/wp-
content/uploads/2024/12/Catalogo-

ServiciosV5.pdf
2. After Deportation

= Comprehensive Returnee Assistance
Plan: basic kits, financial support,
psychological counseling, reintegration
programs (“Aqui hay futuro”),
partnerships with WFP/UN.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/2025/02/06
[cancilleria-establece-plan-de-asistencia-
emergente-para-ecuatorianos-en-
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estados-unidos-y-de-apoyo-a-
compatriotas-retornados/

= Institutional Coordination: protocols with
Civil Registry and ministries for document
replacement and reintegration.
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/2025/02/06
/cancilleria-establece-plan-de-asistencia-
emergente-para-ecuatorianos-en-
estados-unidos-y-de-apoyo-a-
compatriotas-retornados/

3. Regulations and Protocols

=  Ministerial Agreement (2021): governance
and coordination of consulates by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

https://cancilleria.gob.ec/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/0000041.pdf

= Repatriation Guidelines: procedures for
inmates, visa cancellations, and judicial
cooperation (letters rogatory).

https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/newyork/cit
aciones-judiciales/

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the US to this country from
November 2024 to present.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human
Mobility (MREMH) confirmed that in the first half
of 2025, 3,977 Ecuadorians arrived on 47
deportation flights.

Source:

https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/mas-3-
900-ecuatorianos-fueron-deportados-ee-uu-
primer-semestre-2025/

According to data from Ecuador’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, shared through an infographic
prepared by Radio Pichincha, 7,598 Ecuadorians
were deported from the United States in 2025, on
a total of 86 flights.

Source:

https://www.radiopichincha.com/realidad-
migrante-ecuatorianos-deportados-gobierno-
noboa/

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the US
are arriving during the same period.

José Joaquin de Olmedo International Airport
(Guayaquil): main arrival point. Flights come
directly from Texas (Harlingen, El Paso) and
Houston.

There are 2 to 3 flights per week, some on military
aircraft (C-17) and others on charter flights.

In January 2025, MREMH confirmed a charter
flight with 120 deported Ecuadorians arriving at
Quito’s Mariscal Sucre Airport under the new U.S.
deportation policy.

Source:

https://www.teleamazonas.com/vuelo-migrantes-
deportados-llega-quayaquil/ and
https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/ecuador/e
stados-unidos-ecuador-vuelos-deportacion-

migrantes/

Flights usually depart from Houston and other
U.S. cities with immigration detention centers,
such as Harlingen (Texas).

Source:

https://www.radiopichincha.com/semana-llegan-
ecuador-300-deportados-estados-unidos/

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Ecuador does not publish systematic data on
which cities Ecuadorians deported from the
United States resettle in after their arrival. What
can be confirmed from official sources and
statistics is that reception and initial assistance
take place at the arrival airports (Guayaquil or
Quito). The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MREMH),
the Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion
(MIES), the Ministry of Public Health, and the Red
Cross provide immediate humanitarian and
medical care, and then refer individuals to
services based on their place of residence in
Ecuador.

A report by INEC on “returnees” (Ecuadorian
migrants who return voluntarily or forcibly) shows
that this population is concentrated in provinces
such as Azuay, Canar, Pichincha, and Guayas,
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whose main cities are Cuenca, Azogues, Quito,
and Guayaquil.

Source:

ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/documentos/web-
inec/Bibliotecas/Libros/Reportes/retornados.pdf
(data based on the 2022 census).

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the US of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

Demographic Profile of Ecuadorians Deported
from the U.S. (2025)

Age

58% between 25 and 44 years old

20% between 18 and 24 years old
Accompanied minors: low proportion, but present
Gender

Men: 57%

Women: 43%

Family Status

Over 40% have children in Ecuador

Return of entire family units, although single
adults predominate

Education Level

Completed secondary education: 62%
Higher education: 14%

Primary or less: 24%

Time in the U.S.

Less than 1 year: 35%

1to 5 years: 40%

More than 5 years: 25%

Migration Motives

Mainly job seeking and family reunification

Previous Socioeconomic Conditions
Maijority worked in informal trade or services
Low income (less than $425 per month)
Source:

https://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/documentos/
web-
inec/Bibliotecas/Libros/Reportes/retornados.pdf
(Return and Reunion: Analysis of the Ecuadorian
Returned Population | 2025)

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

Grounds for Deportation (2025)
Irregular Entry into the U.S.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs clarifies that
deportation flights include individuals intercepted
while entering irregularly, without valid
documents. These are not legal residents nor
random raids. The Ministry and the Ecuadorian
government have reiterated that Ecuador is not on
the U.S. priority deportation list, but the flow
remains high due to irregular migration.

https://www.ecuavisa.com/noticias/seguridad/200
0-ecuatorianos-deportados-vuelos-estados-
unidos-primer-trimeste-2025-GY9054954,
https://www.primicias.ec/sociedad/migrantes-
ecuatorianos-deportados-estados-unidos-
balance-cifras-cancilleria-93028/,
https://elmercurio.com.ec/actualidad/2025/04/01/e
cuatorianos-deportados-estados-unidos-2/

Irregular Immigration Status

Migrants who remained in the U.S. without legal
status or with expired visas are deported after
administrative processes.

https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/ecuador/c
ancilleria-ecuatorianos-deportados-estados-
unidos/
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Judicial Removal Orders

Many deportees had a final deportation order
issued by federal judges, generally after asylum
applications or appeals were denied.

https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/ecuador/c
ancilleria-ecuatorianos-deportados-estados-
unidos/

Strict Immigration Policy

Under the Trump administration (second term),
mass deportations intensified and flights
increased to 2—3 per week to Ecuador.

https://www.primicias.ec/sociedad/migrantes-
ecuatorianos-deportados-estados-unidos-
balance-cifras-cancilleria-93028/

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

Ecuador has general transparency and access-to-
information regulations, but these do not
specifically require the proactive publication of
deportation statistics as an independent category.

7. Government Sources: ldentify which
agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

Responsibility is shared among several
Ecuadorian institutions involved in migration and
statistics:

1. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human
Mobility (MREMH)

=  Through its Vice-Ministry /
Subsecretariats of Human Mobility and
Consular Services, and its territorial
directorates (e.g., Direccién Zonal 8 in
Guayaquil), MREMH coordinates
assistance to deported Ecuadorians and
compiles official figures on deportations
and returns. These appear in mobility
yearbooks, bulletins and accountability
reports.

2. National Directorate of Migration (Policia
Nacional / Ministry of Interior)

= I|dentified in government documents as
responsible for entry and exit records and

migration control systems, which underpin
statistics on deportations and
inadmissions.

3. National Institute of Statistics and Census
(INEC)

= Responsible for official statistics,
including surveys and reports on returned
population and international migration,
which often use data supplied by MREMH
and migration authorities.

4. Specialized bodies (e.g., anti-trafficking
secretariat / PACTIM)

= When deportations intersect with
trafficking and smuggling issues, these
bodies use and occasionally publish
statistical tables on deported persons by
sex, age and nationality.

So, while there is no single “deportation office”,
the primary official source for published
deportation data is MREMH, working with the
National Migration Directorate and INEC.

Sources:

= https://www.cancilleria.gob.ec/2019/07/18/can
cilleria-brinda-atencion-a-ecuatorianos-
deportados-desde-estados-unidos/

= Vi
rendicion _cuentas 2024 guayaquil 2024025
0565001750193118.pdf

= https://www.ecuadorencifras.gob.ec/documen
tos/web-
inec/Bibliotecas/Libros/Reportes/retornados.p
df

8. Freedom of Information: Assess
whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

Yes, in principle. Under Ecuador’s access-to-
information framework, deportation data should
be obtainable via information requests:

= Ley Organica de Transparencia y Acceso a la
Informacién Publica (LOTAIP) establishes
that any person can request information held
by public bodies, and that entities must
respond within set time limits, except where
information is classified (e.g., for national
security, personal data protections, etc.).
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= Deportation data (aggregate numbers, by
year, by sex, etc.) are not listed as a
protected category in the law; on the contrary,
they have been used by oversight institutions
like the Defensoria del Pueblo, which
indicates that such data have been obtained
from the authorities.

= The Defensoria del Pueblo explicitly
references statistical tables of deported
Ecuadorians, based on data from migration
authorities, in its public reports, which is a
strong indication that the information is
accessible and can be shared at least in
aggregate form.

Sources:

https://www.gob.ec/sites/default/files/requlations/2
020-06/LOTAIP.pdf

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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https://www.gob.ec/sites/default/files/regulations/2020-06/LOTAIP.pdf
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ila reference to an “office” means an office of any such law firm.
vertising” requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not




