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El Salvador

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

Reception Process and Initial Risks 

Deportees arriving in El Salvador are received at 
the Oscar Arnulfo Romero International Airport 
and transferred to the Migrant Assistance 
Directorate (DAMI) in San Salvador. There, they 
undergo interviews with the General Directorate of 
Migration and Foreigners and the National Civil 
Police, receive medical checks from the Ministry 
of Health, and are offered basic services such as 
food and transportation. However, UN experts 
have raised concerns about arbitrary detention, 
lack of legal representation and family access, 
and the government’s refusal to return individuals 
unlawfully deported—highlighting serious due 
process issues. 

First Deportees Under Donald Trump Arrive in El 
Salvador — Los primeros deportados por Donald 
Trump llegan a El Salvador - El Salvador Now 

Impact of U.S. Deportation Policy 

U.S. deportation practices significantly affect El 
Salvador, with individuals—including those 
without criminal records—often deported under 
alleged gang affiliation, frequently without due 
process. These removals have been linked to 
increased gang activity and violence, fueling 
cycles of migration and insecurity. Controversially, 
El Salvador has even offered to accept deportees 
of any nationality, including U.S. criminals, into its 
prisons, raising humanitarian and legal concerns. 

UN experts alarmed at illegal deportations from 
the United States to El Salvador | OHCHR 

Reintegration Challenges and Available Support 

Returnees face major barriers to reintegration, 
including unemployment, stigma, and pressure to 
re-migrate. While programs exist, they often 
emphasize economic reintegration over social and 
psychological well-being. Organizations such as 
the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) provide livelihoods programs, vocational 
training, and case management for young 
returnees, while the International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC) supports families of the 
missing. Nonetheless, questions remain about the 
effectiveness of these initiatives and the state’s 
institutional capacity to manage large numbers of 
deportees. 

The Forgotten Side of Deportation: The Cost of 
Ign.. | migrationpolicy.org 

USCRI El Salvador - U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants 

El Salvador | International Committee of the Red 
Cross 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Deported individuals in El Salvador can access 
various resources and support services to help 
them reintegrate into society. Here are some key 
resources and support systems available: 

1. Government Programs: 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME): The General Directorate of 
Migration and Foreigners provides assistance 
to deported individuals, including reception 
services at the airport and initial support. 
Website. 

▪ Programa de Atención al Migrante Retornado 
(PAMR): This program offers reintegration 
support, including psychological counseling, 
vocational training, and job placement 
services. Website. 

2. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM): 
IOM provides various reintegration services, 
including psychosocial support, vocational 
training, and small business grants. More 
information can be found on their website. 

▪ Catholic Relief Services (CRS): CRS offers 
programs aimed at helping deported 
individuals reintegrate, including job training 
and educational opportunities. Visit their 
website for more details. 

▪ Fundación para la Educación Integral 
Salvadoreña (FEDISAL): FEDISAL provides 
educational and vocational training programs 

https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/01/31/first-deportees-under-donald-trump-arrive-in-el-salvador-los-primeros-deportados-por-donald-trump-llegan-a-el-salvador/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/01/31/first-deportees-under-donald-trump-arrive-in-el-salvador-los-primeros-deportados-por-donald-trump-llegan-a-el-salvador/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/01/31/first-deportees-under-donald-trump-arrive-in-el-salvador-los-primeros-deportados-por-donald-trump-llegan-a-el-salvador/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/reintegration-forgotten-side-deportation
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/reintegration-forgotten-side-deportation
https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/el-salvador
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/el-salvador
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/programa-bienvenido-a-casa/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.crs.org/


 

El Salvador 
3 

to help deported individuals gain new skills 
and find employment. Website. 

3. Community-Based Organizations: 

▪ Asociación de Capacitación e Investigación 
para la Salud Mental (ACISAM): ACISAM 
offers mental health support and counseling 
services to deported individuals and their 
families. More information can be found on 
their website. 

4. International Aid: 

▪ United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR): UNHCR provides 
support to deported individuals, particularly 
those who may be at risk of persecution or 
violence. Visit their website for more 
information. 

5. Local Community Centers and Churches: 

▪ Many local community centers and churches 
offer support services, including food, shelter, 
and counseling, to deported individuals. 

▪ For more detailed information, you can visit 
the official websites of these organizations or 
contact them directly. 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

Deportees arriving in El Salvador go through an 
official reception process at the Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero International Airport and are taken to the 
Migrant Assistance Directorate in San Salvador. 
There, they meet with migration and police 
officials, get medical checks, and receive food 
and transport. Even so, UN experts have flagged 
serious concerns, pointing to cases of arbitrary 
detention, lack of legal assistance, and limits on 
family visits, all of which undermine basic 
due process. 

First Deportees Under Donald Trump Arrive in El 
Salvador — Los primeros deportados por Donald 
Trump llegan a El Salvador - El Salvador Now 

U.S. deportation policy plays a major role in this 
dynamic. Many people are returned under 
accusations of gang ties, even without criminal 
records or a fair hearing. This has been linked to 
higher levels of violence and gang activity in El 
Salvador, feeding a cycle of insecurity and 
renewed migration. At one point, the Salvadoran 
government even suggested taking in deportees 

from other countries, including U.S. citizens with 
criminal records, sparking human rights concerns. 

UN experts alarmed at illegal deportations from 
the United States to El Salvador | OHCHR 

Back home, returnees face stigma, joblessness, 
and pressure to leave again. Some support 
exists—like training and livelihood programs run 
by USCRI, or family assistance from the Red 
Cross—but these efforts are limited and often 
focus more on jobs than on mental health or 
social reintegration. With so many people being 
deported, the country’s capacity to truly support 
them remains a pressing challenge. 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

El Salvador has undertaken several efforts and 
initiatives to assist deported individuals, focusing 
on their reintegration and support. Here are some 
key initiatives and programs: 

1. Programa de Atención al Migrante Retornado 
(PAMR): 

▪ This program, managed by the Dirección 
General de Migración y Extranjería (DGME), 
provides comprehensive support to deported 
individuals. Services include psychological 
counseling, vocational training, job placement 
assistance, and legal advice. 

▪ More information can be found on the DGME 
website. 

1. Bienvenido a Casa (Welcome Home) 
Program: 

▪ This initiative aims to facilitate the 
reintegration of deported individuals by 
providing immediate assistance upon arrival. 
Services include medical check-ups, 
psychological support, and information on 
available resources and programs. 

▪ More details can be found on the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of El Salvador website. 

https://fedisal.org.sv/
http://www.acisam.org.sv/
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/01/31/first-deportees-under-donald-trump-arrive-in-el-salvador-los-primeros-deportados-por-donald-trump-llegan-a-el-salvador/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/01/31/first-deportees-under-donald-trump-arrive-in-el-salvador-los-primeros-deportados-por-donald-trump-llegan-a-el-salvador/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/01/31/first-deportees-under-donald-trump-arrive-in-el-salvador-los-primeros-deportados-por-donald-trump-llegan-a-el-salvador/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/programa-bienvenido-a-casa/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/programa-bienvenido-a-casa/
https://rree.gob.sv/
https://rree.gob.sv/
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2. International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
Programs: 

▪ IOM collaborates with the Salvadoran 
government to support deported individuals 
through various programs. These include 
providing reintegration assistance, vocational 
training, and small business grants to help 
individuals start their own businesses. 

▪ More information can be found on the IOM El 
Salvador page. 

3. Fundación para la Educación Integral 
Salvadoreña (FEDISAL): 

▪ FEDISAL offers educational and vocational 
training programs to help deported individuals 
gain new skills and find employment. They 
also provide psychological support and 
counseling services. 

▪ Visit the FEDISAL website for more details. 

4. Catholic Relief Services (CRS): 

▪ CRS provides support to deported individuals 
through programs that offer job training, 
educational opportunities, and psychosocial 
support. They work in collaboration with local 
communities and other organizations to 
facilitate reintegration. 

▪ More information can be found on the CRS 
website. 

5. Asociación de Capacitación e Investigación 
para la Salud Mental (ACISAM): 

▪ ACISAM offers mental health support and 
counseling services to deported individuals 
and their families. They also provide 
workshops and training sessions to help 
individuals understand their rights and access 
available resources. 

▪ More information is available on the ACISAM 
website. 

6. UNHCR and Other International 
Organizations: 

▪ The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and other international 
organizations provide support to deported 
individuals, particularly those who may be at 
risk of persecution or violence. They offer 
legal aid, psychosocial support, and 
assistance with reintegration. 

▪ More information can be found on the 
UNHCR website. 

These initiatives and programs reflect El 
Salvador’s commitment to supporting deported 
individuals and facilitating their reintegration into 
society. For more detailed information, you can 
refer to the following sources: 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME) 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
- El Salvador 

▪ Fundación para la Educación Integral 
Salvadoreña (FEDISAL) 

▪ Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 

▪ Mental Health Training and Research 
Association - EcuRed 

▪ United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 

These sources provide comprehensive 
information on the efforts and initiatives being 
undertaken to assist deported individuals in El 
Salvador. 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

El Salvador has several laws, regulations, and 
policies that govern the reception and 
reintegration of deported individuals, though the 
effectiveness and implementation of these 
measures have been a subject of scrutiny by 
human rights organizations. The legal and 
programmatic framework includes: 

1. Ley Especial de Beneficios y Protección para 
la Diáspora y Personas en Movilidad Humana 
(Special Law of Benefits and Protection for 
the Diaspora and People in Human Mobility): 

▪ This law, approved by the Legislative 
Assembly, is designed to create a legal 
framework to incentivize the return or 
temporary establishment of Salvadorans 
living abroad. 

▪ It provides temporary benefits to returning 
citizens, such as exemptions from duties and 
taxes on household goods (up to a certain 
value, such as $100,000) and the importation 
of up to two vehicles. 

https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.fedisal.org.sv/
https://www.crs.org/
https://www.crs.org/
http://www.acisam.org.sv/
http://www.acisam.org.sv/
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/programa-bienvenido-a-casa/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/programa-bienvenido-a-casa/
https://rree.gob.sv/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.fedisal.org.sv/
https://www.fedisal.org.sv/
https://www.crs.org/
https://www.ecured.cu/Asociaci%C3%B3n_de_Capacitaci%C3%B3n_e_Investigaci%C3%B3n_para_La_Salud_Mental
https://www.ecured.cu/Asociaci%C3%B3n_de_Capacitaci%C3%B3n_e_Investigaci%C3%B3n_para_La_Salud_Mental
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/
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▪ The law also aims to facilitate access to 
financial services, allowing returning 
Salvadorans to present their credit history 
from abroad. 

DACG-016-2025 Ley Especial de Beneficios 
y Protección para la Diáspora y Personas en 
Movilidad Humana.docx 

2. National Policies and Government Programs: 

▪ Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores (Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs): This ministry, through its 
General Directorate of Human Rights and the 
Vice Ministry for Salvadorans Abroad, is 
involved in the reintegration process. They 
have programs that offer advice on claiming 
property, social benefits, and provide 
information on how to contact relatives 
abroad. 

▪ General Directorate of Migration and Aliens 
(DGME): The DGME leads the reception 
process for returned migrants, which includes 
an interview to collect personal information, 
reasons for migration, and length of time 
abroad. 

▪ “Welcome Home” Program: This program, led 
by the DGME in collaboration with other 
government institutions (like the Ministry of 
Health and the National Civil Police), focuses 
on addressing the immediate needs of 
returned individuals, such as providing basic 
resources, medical check-ups, and 
transportation assistance. 

El Salvador promotes the reintegration of 
returnees with an instrument under a human 
development approach 

“Welcome Home” Program 

3. International Agreements and Frameworks: 

▪ Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration (GCM): El Salvador has 
launched a GCM National Implementation 
Plan, which includes a focus on the return 
and reintegration of migrants. This plan is 
designed to improve migration governance 
and ensure a comprehensive approach to the 
migration cycle. 

El Salvador, país campeón del GCM, lanza 
Plan Nacional de Implementación | IOM 
(NTCA) 

ii_foro_de_paises_precursores-
_key_messages_eng_nov_2024.pdf 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM): 
The IOM works closely with the Salvadoran 
government to support reintegration efforts. 
They have programs like “My New Life Is” that 
provide immediate attention and support to 
returning migrants, especially those who have 
been away for a long time and have lost 
personal networks. The IOM’s approach 
focuses on a holistic, needs-based response 
at the individual, community, and structural 
levels. 

▪ SV_Subregional 
Infosheet_Nov2024_ENG_LQ 

▪ Systematization of good practice. Program for 
returned migrants without roots. “My New Life 
Is” | Migrant Protection Platform 

4. Civil Society and Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs): 

▪ A number of NGOs, such as the U.S. 
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) and the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC), also play a significant 
role in providing services to deported 
individuals. 

▪ These organizations offer a range of services, 
including legal assistance, psychosocial 
support, vocational training, and employment 
assistance to help returnees rebuild 
their lives. 

USCRI_Brochure Still Standing 

USCRI El Salvador - U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants 

El Salvador | American Friends 
Service Committee 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

El Salvador has legal protections and government 
policies aimed at providing access to key services 
for deported individuals, although the 
implementation and scope of these protections 
are complex and often rely on a combination of 
different laws, programs, and international 
cooperation. 

https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://rree.gob.sv/el-salvador-impulsa-la-reintegracion-de-personas-retornadas-con-un-instrumento-bajo-un-enfoque-de-desarrollo-humano/
https://rree.gob.sv/el-salvador-impulsa-la-reintegracion-de-personas-retornadas-con-un-instrumento-bajo-un-enfoque-de-desarrollo-humano/
https://rree.gob.sv/el-salvador-impulsa-la-reintegracion-de-personas-retornadas-con-un-instrumento-bajo-un-enfoque-de-desarrollo-humano/
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/jahia/webdav/shared/shared/mainsite/microsites/IDM/workshops/return_migration_development_070708/pres_alvarez.pdf
https://nortedecentroamerica.iom.int/es/news/el-salvador-pais-campeon-del-gcm-lanza-plan-nacional-de-implementacion
https://nortedecentroamerica.iom.int/es/news/el-salvador-pais-campeon-del-gcm-lanza-plan-nacional-de-implementacion
https://nortedecentroamerica.iom.int/es/news/el-salvador-pais-campeon-del-gcm-lanza-plan-nacional-de-implementacion
https://www.crmsv.org/sites/default/files/ii_foro_de_paises_precursores-_key_messages_eng_nov_2024.pdf
https://www.crmsv.org/sites/default/files/ii_foro_de_paises_precursores-_key_messages_eng_nov_2024.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl2601/files/documents/2024-12/sv_subregional-infosheet_sep2024_eng.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl2601/files/documents/2024-12/sv_subregional-infosheet_sep2024_eng.pdf
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/sistematizacion-de-buena-practica-programa-para-migrantes-retornados-sin-arraigo
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/sistematizacion-de-buena-practica-programa-para-migrantes-retornados-sin-arraigo
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/sistematizacion-de-buena-practica-programa-para-migrantes-retornados-sin-arraigo
https://refugees.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/USCRI_Brochure-Still-Standing.pdf
https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://afsc.org/program/el-salvador
https://afsc.org/program/el-salvador
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Here’s a breakdown of the specific legal 
protections and policies related to health, housing, 
employment, and education: 

1. Health 

▪ Legal Basis: The Salvadoran Constitution and 
national health policies generally affirm 
access to health services as a human right for 
all inhabitants. 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/
El_Salvador_2014#s248 

LEY DEL SISTEMA NACIONAL INTEGRADO 
DE SALUD 

▪ Specific Protections for Returnees: The Ley 
Especial de Beneficios y Protección para la 
Diáspora y Personas en Movilidad Humana 
(Special Law of Benefits and Protection for 
the Diaspora and People in Human Mobility) 
and the Ley Especial para la Protección y 
Desarrollo de la Persona Migrante 
Salvadoreña y su Familia (Special Law for the 
Protection and Development of the 
Salvadoran Migrant and their Family) include 
provisions for health assistance. 

DACG-016-2025 Ley Especial de Beneficios 
y Protección para la Diáspora y Personas en 
Movilidad Humana.docx 

LEY ESPECIAL PARA LA PROTECCION DE 
LOS DERECHOS DE LOS MIGRANTES 

▪ Government Programs: The “Welcome 
Home” program, run by the General 
Directorate of Migration and Aliens (DGME) in 
coordination with the Ministry of Health, offers 
immediate medical and psychological care to 
arriving deportees. This includes on-site 
check-ups and referrals for more extensive 
treatment. 

“Welcome Home” Program 

2. Housing 

▪ Legal Basis: While there isn’t a single law that 
guarantees housing for deported individuals, 
the legal framework facilitates their return and 
resettlement. The Ley Especial de Beneficios 
y Protección para la Diáspora provides tax 
and duty exemptions on household goods 
and up to two vehicles for returning 
Salvadorans, which can significantly ease the 
financial burden of re-establishing a home. 
This can be seen as an indirect form of 
housing support. 

DACG-016-2025 Ley Especial de Beneficios 
y Protección para la Diáspora y Personas en 
Movilidad Humana.docx 

3. Employment 

▪ Legal Basis and Incentives: El Salvador has 
specific legal mechanisms to promote the 
reintegration of deportees into the workforce. 
The Ley Especial de Beneficios y Protección 
para la Diáspora establishes incentives for 
businesses that hire Salvadoran returnees. 

▪ Tax Incentives: Companies can deduct a 
certain number of minimum wages from 
their income tax for each returnee they 
hire, creating a direct financial benefit for 
employers. 

▪ Labor Ministry Registry: The Ministry of 
Labor and Social Welfare is tasked with 
creating a registry of “Jobs for Returned 
Salvadorans” to connect returnees with 
potential employers. 

DACG-016-2025 Ley Especial de Beneficios 
y Protección para la Diáspora y Personas en 
Movilidad Humana.docx 

▪ Vocational and Skills Recognition: Programs, 
often in partnership with international 
organizations like the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), offer 
vocational training and help returnees validate 
the skills they acquired abroad, making them 
more competitive in the local job market. 

Foreign Ministry facilitates the certification of 
labor skills of returned migrant compatriots 

4. Education 

▪ Legal Basis: El Salvador’s laws, including the 
Ley Especial para la Protección y Desarrollo 
de la Persona Migrante, prioritize the well-
being of returned migrant children and 
adolescents. The country’s commitment to 
international conventions, such as the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, further 
reinforces its obligation to ensure continuity of 
education. 

Decreto Nº 655. Ley especial para la 
protección y desarrollo de la persona 
migrante salvadoreña y su familia. 

▪ Policies and Programs: While specific laws 
may not detail every aspect, the government 
and NGOs work to ensure that returned 
children and young adults can re-enter the 
school system. This includes efforts to 
recognize foreign academic credits and 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/El_Salvador_2014#s248
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/El_Salvador_2014#s248
https://www.cssp.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Ley-del-Sistema-Nacional-Integrado-de-Salud..pdf
https://www.cssp.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Ley-del-Sistema-Nacional-Integrado-de-Salud..pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://www.asamblea.gob.sv/sites/default/files/documents/decretos/F33C3EBE-8BBB-4410-8271-005B04B61F0E.pdf
https://www.asamblea.gob.sv/sites/default/files/documents/decretos/F33C3EBE-8BBB-4410-8271-005B04B61F0E.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/jahia/webdav/shared/shared/mainsite/microsites/IDM/workshops/return_migration_development_070708/pres_alvarez.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://sitio.aduana.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/download-manager-files/DACG-016-2025-Ley-Especial-de-Beneficios-y-Protecci%C3%B3n-para-la-Di%C3%A1spora-y-Personas-en-Movilidad-Humana.docx.pdf
https://rree.gob.sv/cancilleria-facilita-la-certificacion-de-competencias-laborales-de-compatriotas-migrantes-retornados/
https://rree.gob.sv/cancilleria-facilita-la-certificacion-de-competencias-laborales-de-compatriotas-migrantes-retornados/
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2016/10418.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2016/10418.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2016/10418.pdf
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provide psychosocial support to help them 
adjust to their new environment. 

It is important to note that while these laws and 
programs exist on paper, their effective 
implementation can be a challenge. Organizations 
like Amnesty International and the UN Human 
Rights Office have at times raised concerns about 
the practical difficulties deportees face in 
accessing these services, including bureaucratic 
hurdles and a lack of resources. The legal and 
policy framework, however, shows an official 
recognition of the need to protect and support 
returned migrants. 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Deported individuals arriving in El Salvador face 
both official screening and, in certain cases, 
immediate detention. 

The standard process for those arriving by air 
involves reception at the Directorate of Assistance 
to Migrants (DAMI) in San Salvador. Here, the 
General Directorate of Migration and Aliens 
(DGME) conducts a screening interview, which 
can last about three hours, to collect information 
on the individual’s identity, reason for migrating, 
and family connections. 

In addition to this standard process, El Salvador 
has a history of detaining undocumented migrants 
in facilities like the Centro de Atención Integral 
para el Migrante (CAIM), a long-term immigration 
detention center. However, a more recent and 
highly publicized operation involved the 
immediate imprisonment of hundreds of 
deportees in the Centro de Confinamiento del 
Terrorismo (CECOT). Human rights organizations 
have classified this detention as arbitrary and 
indefinite, noting that many of the individuals had 
no criminal convictions in the U.S.. These 
deportees were held incommunicado, without 
contact with family or legal counsel. 

Sources: 

US deportations raise serious human rights 
concerns | UN News 

Facing deportation or returning to El Salvador | 
American Friends Service Committee 

These Men Were Deported to El Salvador With 
No Due Process. Their Stories Show Why an 

Investigation Is Necessary - American 
Immigration Council 

Men expelled to El Salvador repatriated 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

In El Salvador, deported individuals have several 
legal mechanisms to recover or renew their 
national identification documents. These 
mechanisms are facilitated by various government 
agencies to ensure that deported individuals can 
reintegrate into society and access essential 
services. Here are the key mechanisms: 

1. Registro Nacional de las Personas Naturales 
(RNPN): 

▪ The National Registry of Natural Persons 
(RNPN) is responsible for issuing and 
renewing the Documento Único de Identidad 
(DUI), which is the primary national 
identification document in El Salvador. 

▪ Deported individuals can visit RNPN offices to 
apply for a new DUI or renew an expired one. 
They will need to provide necessary 
documentation, such as a birth certificate and 
proof of identity. 

▪ More information can be found on the RNPN 
website. 

2. Consular Services: 

▪ Salvadoran consulates abroad provide 
services to deported individuals before their 
return to El Salvador. These services include 
issuing temporary travel documents and 
assisting with the renewal of national 
identification documents. 

▪ Deported individuals can contact the nearest 
Salvadoran consulate for assistance. More 
information can be found on the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of El Salvador website. 

3. Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME): 

▪ The DGME provides support to deported 
individuals upon their arrival in El Salvador. 
This includes assistance with recovering or 
renewing national identification documents. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1163181#:~:text=Harsh%20treatment%20in%20detention,contact%20with%20the%20outside%20world.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1163181#:~:text=Harsh%20treatment%20in%20detention,contact%20with%20the%20outside%20world.
https://afsc.org/facing-deportation-or-returning-el-salvador
https://afsc.org/facing-deportation-or-returning-el-salvador
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://amnesty.ca/urgent-actions/men-expelled-to-el-salvador-repatriated/
https://www.rnpn.gob.sv/
https://www.rnpn.gob.sv/
https://rree.gob.sv/cancilleria-facilita-la-certificacion-de-competencias-laborales-de-compatriotas-migrantes-retornados/
https://rree.gob.sv/cancilleria-facilita-la-certificacion-de-competencias-laborales-de-compatriotas-migrantes-retornados/
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▪ More information can be found on the DGME 
website. 

4. Programa de Atención al Migrante Retornado 
(PAMR): 

▪ This program, managed by the DGME, offers 
comprehensive support to deported 
individuals, including assistance with 
obtaining or renewing national identification 
documents. 

▪ More details can be found on the DGME 
website. 

5. Local Municipal Offices: 

▪ Deported individuals can also visit local 
municipal offices (alcaldías) to obtain or 
renew their national identification documents. 
These offices can provide guidance on the 
required documentation and the application 
process. 

6. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): 

▪ Various NGOs in El Salvador provide support 
to deported individuals, including assistance 
with legal documentation. Organizations such 
as the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) and local human rights groups offer 
legal counseling and help with the process of 
obtaining or renewing identification 
documents. 

▪ More information can be found on the IOM El 
Salvador page. 

For more detailed information, you can refer to the 
following sources: 

▪ Registro Nacional de las Personas Naturales 
(RNPN) 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME) 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
- El Salvador 

These sources provide comprehensive 
information on the legal mechanisms available for 
deported individuals to recover or renew their 
national identification documents in El Salvador. 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Based on recent reports, the legal status and 
procedures for individuals deported from the U.S. 
to El Salvador have been a subject of significant 
legal and humanitarian concern. 

Source: 

 UN experts alarmed at illegal deportations from 
the United States to El Salvador | OHCHR 

Here is a summary of the key points: 

▪ Detention and Legal Status: Many individuals 
deported to El Salvador, particularly those 
accused of gang affiliation under the “Alien 
Enemies Act,” have been immediately and 
indefinitely imprisoned without trial. They are 
often held in the maximum-security “Terrorism 
Confinement Center” (CECOT). Their legal 
status is frequently unclear, and neither the 
U.S. nor the Salvadoran government has 
provided complete lists of detainees or 
information about their legal standing. 

▪ Source: US deportations raise serious 
human rights concerns | UN News 

▪ Lack of Due Process: A major concern is the 
reported lack of due process for these 
deportees. They have often been denied the 
right to a fair trial, access to a lawyer, or the 
opportunity to challenge the evidence against 
them in court. This has led to the 
imprisonment of individuals with no criminal 
record or those who entered the U.S. legally. 

▪ Source: UN experts alarmed at illegal 
deportations from the United States to El 
Salvador | OHCHR 

▪ Source: These Men Were Deported to El 
Salvador With No Due Process. Their 
Stories Show Why an Investigation Is 
Necessary - American Immigration 
Council 

▪ International and U.S. Legal Challenges: 
Human rights organizations and courts have 
raised alarms about these actions, citing 
violations of international human rights law 
and U.S. constitutional rights, such as due 
process. U.S. federal courts have been 
actively involved in legal battles to block these 
deportations and to mandate that individuals 

https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.rnpn.gob.sv/
https://www.rnpn.gob.sv/
https://rree.gob.sv/cancilleria-facilita-la-certificacion-de-competencias-laborales-de-compatriotas-migrantes-retornados/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1163181
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1163181
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
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be given an opportunity to contest their 
removal. 

▪ Source: UN experts alarmed at illegal 
deportations from the United States to El 
Salvador | OHCHR 

▪ Source: Trump Administration’s $4.7 
Million Deal With El Salvador Revealed In 
Court Filing - Newsweek 

▪ Administrative and Judicial Procedures: The 
typical administrative and judicial procedures 
associated with deportation in the U.S. have, 
in these cases, been circumvented. In some 
instances, deportations have occurred even 
while court hearings were underway, leading 
to a legal “no man’s land” where individuals 
are unable to challenge their confinement in 
either U.S. or Salvadoran courts. 

▪ Source: Judge Says Trump 
Administration Must Allow Challenges to 
El Salvador Removals - Democracy 
Docket 

▪ “Administrative Errors”: There have been 
admitted cases of “administrative error” where 
individuals with a legal status protecting them 
from deportation to El Salvador were still 
deported and imprisoned. Despite these 
admissions, the U.S. government has, in 
some instances, opposed efforts to have 
these individuals returned, citing that they are 
now under Salvadoran custody. 

▪ Source: These Men Were Deported to El 
Salvador With No Due Process. Their 
Stories Show Why an Investigation Is 
Necessary - American Immigration 
Council 

▪ Source: Trump ICE official admits 
“administrative error” in deporting man to 
El Salvador prison - CBS News 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

Organizations: 

1. Asociación Centro de integración Para 
Migrantes Trabajadores y Trabajadoras 
(Cimitra) 

a) Mission: To support the reintegration of 
deported and voluntarily returned migrants 
Salvadoran society with dignity, 
empowerment, and sustainability. 

b) Type of service and resources they 
provide: (i) socioeconomic reintegration 
programs; (ii) legal support; (iii) 
psychological and emotional support; (iv) 
long-term follow-up (1-2 years); (v) 
community outreach and stigma 
reduction; and (vi) collaboration with 
GAMI (Migrant Services Unit) 

c) Other Organizations they partner with: (i) 
NDILON (the National Day Laborer 
Organizing Network); (ii) Methodist 
Church; (iii) the Lutheran World 
Federation 

d) Source: Inicio | cimitra.org; Deported But 
Not Defeated: How CIMITRA Is 
Rebuilding Lives In El Salvador - Parriva 

2. USCRI El Salvador (U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants) 

a) Mission: To provide training and 
employment opportunities to youth 
repatriated from the U.S., helping them 
rebuild their lives and reduce repeated 
migration. 

b) Type of service and resources they 
provide: (i) activities to families, 
businesses, and government agencies in 
order to raise awareness about the 
phenomenon of youth returnees and how 
communities can better support them; (ii) 
upon completion of technical training 
programs, or based on previous 
professional experience and skills, youth 
returnees are paired with local 
businesses for a three-month work 
placement, for which USCRI provides a 
half-salary scheme for the employer of 
the youth returnees; (iii) in collaboration 
with local NGOs and government 
agencies, USCRI El Salvador assesses 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-states-el-salvador
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-el-salvador-deal-cecot-alien-enemies-act-lawsuit-2127087
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-el-salvador-deal-cecot-alien-enemies-act-lawsuit-2127087
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-el-salvador-deal-cecot-alien-enemies-act-lawsuit-2127087
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/trump-administration-must-allow-alien-enemies-act-challenges-judge-says/
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/trump-administration-must-allow-alien-enemies-act-challenges-judge-says/
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/trump-administration-must-allow-alien-enemies-act-challenges-judge-says/
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/trump-administration-must-allow-alien-enemies-act-challenges-judge-says/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/men-deported-el-salvador-stories-investigation/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-administrative-error-deporting-man-el-salvador-prison/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-administrative-error-deporting-man-el-salvador-prison/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-administrative-error-deporting-man-el-salvador-prison/
https://www.cimitra.org/
https://www.parriva.com/deported-but-not-defeated-how-cimitra-is-rebuilding-lives-in-el-salvador/
https://www.parriva.com/deported-but-not-defeated-how-cimitra-is-rebuilding-lives-in-el-salvador/
https://www.parriva.com/deported-but-not-defeated-how-cimitra-is-rebuilding-lives-in-el-salvador/
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the local market exigencies and interests 
of returnees before assisting them in 
identifying relevant training courses so 
that they may expand their employment 
opportunities by acquiring competitive 
skills in the job market; and (iv) case 
management: youth returnees are 
accompanied by case managers for a 
five-month period, during which they are 
provided assistance in career 
development, technical training, and labor 
market insertion as well as referrals to 
education, health, and other social 
services 

c) Specific data not disclosed, but active 
since 2015, with programs tailored to 
youth returnees. 

d) Works in coordination with local 
employers and educational institutions. 

e) Source: USCRI El Salvador - U.S. 
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 

3. UNHCR El Salvador 

a) Mission: to protect and assist refugees, 
asylum seekers, internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), and returnees with protection needs. 

b) Type of service and resources they provide: 
(i) legal aid and protection services; (ii) 
humanitarian assistance (cash-based 
interventions); (iii) advocacy and policy 
development; (iv) community-based 
protection programs; e (v) coordination with 
government and civil society. 

c) Source: El Salvador | UNHCR 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

El Salvador does recognize the importance of 
legal aid, but the provision of free or state-
supported legal aid specifically for deported 
individuals is not explicitly mandated by law. 
However, there are general legal frameworks and 
programs that can provide legal assistance to 
vulnerable populations, including deported 
individuals. Here are some key points and 
sources: 

1. Constitutional Provisions: 

▪ The Constitution of El Salvador guarantees 
the right to legal defense. Article 12 states 

that every person has the right to be assisted 
by a lawyer in all judicial and administrative 
proceedings. 

2. Ley de Protección Integral de la Niñez y 
Adolescencia (LEPINA): 

▪ This law provides comprehensive protection 
for children and adolescents, including those 
who are deported or returned. It ensures their 
right to legal representation and assistance in 
legal matters. 

▪ More information can be found on the 
LEPINA website 

3. Public Defender’s Office (Procuraduría 
General de la República - PGR): 

▪ The PGR provides free legal assistance to 
individuals who cannot afford private legal 
representation. This includes legal aid in 
criminal, civil, and family matters. While not 
specifically targeted at deported individuals, 
they can access these services if they meet 
the eligibility criteria. 

▪ More information can be found on the PGR 
website 

4. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): 

▪ Various NGOs in El Salvador provide legal 
aid and support to deported individuals. 
Organizations such as the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) and local 
human rights groups offer legal counseling 
and assistance. 

▪ More information can be found on the IOM El 
Salvador page. 

5. International Support: 

▪ International organizations, such as the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), often 
provide legal aid and support to deported 
individuals, particularly those who may be at 
risk of persecution or violence. 

▪ More information can be found on the 
UNHCR website and the ICRC website. 

While there is no specific law in El Salvador that 
mandates free or state-supported legal aid 
exclusively for deported individuals, they can 
access legal assistance through general legal aid 
frameworks and support from NGOs and 
international organizations. 

https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://refugees.org/uscri-el-salvador/
https://alertaangeldesaparecido.fgr.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/leyes-documentos/lepina.pdf
https://www.pgr.gob.sv/
https://www.pgr.gob.sv/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/el-salvador
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/el-salvador
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For more detailed information, you can refer to the 
following sources: 

▪ Constitution of El Salvador 

▪ Procuraduría General de la República (PGR) 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
- El Salvador 

▪ United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 

▪ International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) 

These sources provide comprehensive 
information on the legal aid framework and 
available support for deported individuals in El 
Salvador. 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

El Salvador has made efforts to incorporate 
international human rights and refugee law 
standards into its legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals. Here are some key points 
and sources: 

1. Constitutional Provisions: 

▪ The Constitution of El Salvador recognizes 
the importance of human rights and mandates 
the protection of these rights for all 
individuals, including deported or returned 
individuals. Article 144 of the Constitution 
states that international treaties ratified by El 
Salvador become part of domestic law and 
take precedence over national legislation. 

2. International Treaties and Conventions: 

▪ 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 
Protocol: El Salvador is a signatory to the 
1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 
Protocol, which outline the rights of refugees 
and the obligations of states to protect them. 
These international instruments have been 
incorporated into national law. 

▪ International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR): El Salvador is a party to the 
ICCPR, which guarantees fundamental rights 
such as the right to life, liberty, and security of 
person, and protection from torture and 
inhumane treatment. 

▪ Convention Against Torture (CAT): El 
Salvador has ratified the CAT, which 
obligates the country to prevent torture and 
other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment 
or punishment. 

3. National Legislation: 

▪ Ley Especial para la Protección y Desarrollo 
de la Persona Migrante Salvadoreña y su 
Familia (Special Law for the Protection and 
Development of the Salvadoran Migrant and 
Their Family): This law, enacted in 2011, aims 
to protect the rights of Salvadoran migrants 
and their families, including those who are 
deported or returned. It provides for the 
creation of programs and services to support 
their reintegration. 

▪ Ley de Protección Integral de la Niñez y 
Adolescencia (LEPINA): This law provides 
comprehensive protection for children and 
adolescents, including those who are 
deported or returned, ensuring their rights to 
education, health, and family unity. 

4. Government Agencies and Programs: 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME): The DGME is responsible for 
implementing migration policies and providing 
support to deported individuals, ensuring their 
rights are respected in accordance with 
international standards. 

▪ Programa de Atención al Migrante Retornado 
(PAMR): This program offers reintegration 
support to deported individuals, including 
psychological counseling, vocational training, 
and job placement services, in line with 
international human rights standards. 

For more detailed information, you can refer to the 
following sources: 

▪ Constitution of El Salvador 

▪ UNHCR - Refworld 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
- El Salvador 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME) 

These sources provide comprehensive 
information on how El Salvador has incorporated 
international norms into its legal framework for 
deported or returned individuals. 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/El_Salvador_2014.pdf
https://www.pgr.gob.sv/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/el-salvador
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/el-salvador
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/el-salvador
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/el-salvador
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/El_Salvador_2014.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
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4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

Yes, in El Salvador, there are legal education and 
rights-awareness programs available for deported 
individuals. These programs aim to help deported 
individuals understand their rights and access the 
resources they need for successful reintegration. 
Here are some key programs and initiatives: 

1. Programa de Atención al Migrante Retornado 
(PAMR): 

▪ This government program provides 
comprehensive support to deported 
individuals, including legal education and 
rights-awareness. The program offers 
workshops and counseling sessions to inform 
deported individuals about their legal rights 
and available services. 

▪ More information can be found on the 
Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME) website. 

2. International Organization for Migration (IOM): 

▪ IOM runs various programs in El Salvador to 
support deported individuals, including legal 
education and rights-awareness initiatives. 
These programs often include workshops, 
informational materials, and one-on-one 
counseling to help deported individuals 
understand their rights and navigate the legal 
system. 

▪ More details can be found on the IOM El 
Salvador page. 

3. Asociación de Capacitación e Investigación 
para la Salud Mental (ACISAM): 

▪ ACISAM provides mental health support and 
legal education to deported individuals. They 
offer workshops and counseling sessions to 
help individuals understand their rights and 
access necessary services. 

▪ More information is available on ACISAM can 
be found here website. 

4. Fundación para la Educación Integral 
Salvadoreña (FEDISAL): 

▪ FEDISAL offers educational programs, 
including legal education and rights-
awareness, to help deported individuals 
reintegrate into society. These programs often 
include vocational training and information on 
legal rights and resources. 

▪ Visit the FEDISAL website for more details. 

5. Catholic Relief Services (CRS): 

▪ CRS provides support to deported individuals, 
including legal education and rights-
awareness programs. They offer workshops 
and informational sessions to help individuals 
understand their rights and access available 
resources. 

▪ More information can be found on the CRS 
website. 

These programs and organizations play a crucial 
role in helping deported individuals in El Salvador 
understand their legal rights and access the 
support they need for successful reintegration. 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

Identifying specific, formalized programs for 
deported individuals to recover belongings left 
behind in the U.S. can be challenging because 
such resources are not widely publicized or 
centralized. However, based on U.S. immigration 
policies and reports from legal aid organizations, 
here’s an overview of the process and available 
resources: 

Policies and Procedures for Personal Property 

When an individual is detained, U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) have 
policies regarding personal property. 

▪ Inventory and Safeguarding: Detention 
facilities are required to inventory, receipt, 
and store a detainee’s funds, valuables, and 
personal property. This is intended to 
safeguard belongings for the duration of their 
detention. 

▪ Source: Deported with No Possessions - 
American Immigration Council 

▪ Limited Personal Items: Detainees are only 
allowed to keep a limited amount of personal 
property on them (e.g., small religious items, 
photos, legal documents). “Excess” or 
unauthorized property is stored. 

▪ Source: Deported with No Possessions - 
American Immigration Council 

https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://www.iom.int/countries/el-salvador
https://health.comminit.com/content/asociacion-de-capacitacion-e-investigacion-para-la-salud-mental-acisam
https://www.fedisal.org.sv/
https://www.crs.org/
https://www.crs.org/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
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▪ Transfer of Property: In some cases, personal 
belongings are sent with the deportee on the 
same plane to their country of origin. Once 
they arrive in El Salvador, the individual can 
request their items during the processing or 
interview stage. 

▪ Source: Facing deportation or returning to 
El Salvador | American Friends Service 
Committee 

▪ Third-Party Retrieval: ICE policies may allow 
for a detainee to designate a third party, such 
as a family member or consulate, to retrieve 
their property. However, this process can be 
difficult to navigate, and there is a risk of 
items being lost or discarded after a certain 
period if not claimed. 

▪ Source: Deported with No Possessions - 
American Immigration Council 

Key Challenges and Planning 

The biggest challenge is that most of the support 
for recovering belongings happens before 
deportation, not after. Legal and advocacy groups 
emphasize the importance of pre-planning. 

▪ Power of Attorney: A crucial resource is a 
“Power of Attorney” (POA). This is a legal 
document that allows a trusted individual in 
the U.S. to manage a person’s financial and 
legal affairs, including retrieving personal 
property, selling a car, or managing a home, if 
the owner is unable to. This is often the most 
effective way for a deported person to 
manage their U.S.-based assets from abroad. 

▪ Source: How Can I Protect My Property If 
I Am Detained or Deported? - North 
Suburban Legal Aid Clinic 

▪ Voluntary Departure: Some U.S. government 
initiatives, like the CBP Home Mobile App, 
offer incentives for voluntary self-deportation. 
This process gives individuals more time to 
“wrap up work, school, and personal matters” 
and make arrangements for their belongings. 
However, even with this, there are limits on 
how much baggage can be brought on the 
flight, and excess items must be left behind. 

▪ Source 1 - Us USCIS: USCIS Supports 
“Project Homecoming” Self-Deportation | 
USCIS 

▪ Source 2 - US CBP: CBP Home | 
Homeland Security 

Resources for Deported Individuals 

While there aren’t many official government 
programs to help with this specifically, there are 
non-profit and legal aid organizations that can 
assist. 

▪ Legal Aid and Immigrant Rights 
Organizations: Organizations like the 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) and 
the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association (AILA) provide resources and 
directories to connect individuals with legal 
services. These groups can help families 
navigate the complex process of property 
retrieval. 

▪ Source: Immigrants’ Rights | American 
Civil Liberties Union 

▪ Consular Assistance: The Salvadoran 
Consulate in the U.S. can serve as a point of 
contact for individuals and families seeking 
help with immigration matters, which may 
include connecting them with resources to 
recover belongings. 

▪ Detention Facility Contact: The American 
Immigration Council notes that U.S. detention 
centers may have a specific process for a 
detainee or a designated person to collect 
property. It’s recommended to contact the 
specific detention facility where the person 
was held to inquire about their policies and 
procedures for unclaimed property. 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

A POA allows a trusted person in the U.S. to 
manage your property, bank accounts, or 
business. You can set this up before deportation 
or even afterward through a U.S. consulate. 
Migrants can also (i) sell property via an agent 
with POA; (ii) hire property management firms to 
handle rentals; (iii) use international banking to 
access U.S. accounts. 

(source: Deportation and Property Ownership: 
What Happens to Assets? - LegalClarity). 

https://afsc.org/facing-deportation-or-returning-el-salvador
https://afsc.org/facing-deportation-or-returning-el-salvador
https://afsc.org/facing-deportation-or-returning-el-salvador
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://www.uscis.gov/projecthomecoming
https://www.uscis.gov/projecthomecoming
https://www.uscis.gov/projecthomecoming
https://www.dhs.gov/cbphome
https://www.dhs.gov/cbphome
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/immigrants-rights
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/immigrants-rights
https://legalclarity.org/deportation-and-property-ownership-what-happens-to-assets/
https://legalclarity.org/deportation-and-property-ownership-what-happens-to-assets/
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3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

The United States has entered into a number of 
bilateral agreements and memoranda of 
understanding with El Salvador on issues related 
to immigration, security, and repatriation. These 
agreements are part of a broader U.S. strategy to 
manage irregular migration from Central America. 

Here is a summary of the key agreements and 
their provisions: 

1. Asylum Cooperative Agreements (ACAs) 

Signed in September 2019, this agreement, also 
known as a “safe third country” agreement, was a 
significant component of the Trump 
administration’s immigration policy. 

▪ Key Provisions: The agreement was intended 
to allow the U.S. to send asylum-seekers who 
transited through El Salvador on their way to 
the U.S. back to El Salvador to seek 
protection there instead of in the U.S. It aimed 
to expand the capacity of protection systems 
within the region and deter irregular migration. 

Asylum Cooperative Agreements (ACAs) 

2. Biometric Data Sharing Program 
Arrangement 

Signed in October 2019, this agreement focuses 
on security and information exchange. 

▪ Key Provisions: It enhances cooperation 
between the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) and El Salvador by expanding 
the collection and sharing of biometric data. 
The purpose is to more easily verify the 
identities of irregular migrants and to detect 
and combat transnational criminal 
organizations, human smugglers, and wanted 
criminals. 

Biometric Data Sharing Program 
Arrangement Fact Sheet 

3. Memorandum of Cooperation on Security 
Alliance for Fugitive Enforcement (SAFE) 

Signed in October 2019, this agreement 
addresses migration and security. 

▪ Key Provisions: It formalizes the deployment 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
and Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) officials to El Salvador. These U.S. 
officials provide advice and mentorship to 
their Salvadoran counterparts in the national 
police, border security, immigration, and 
customs. The goal is to enhance border 
security and address irregular migration. 

Memorandum of Cooperation on Security 
Alliance for Fugitive Enforcement (SAFE) 

4. Memorandum of Understanding on 
Repatriation of Salvadoran Nationals 

This is a key agreement for the practical 
application of deportations. 

▪ Key Provisions: It outlines a process for 
sharing criminal and immigration history 
information about Salvadoran nationals who 
are being repatriated from the U.S. The 
agreement facilitates the exchange of 
biographic and biometric data to assist in the 
repatriation of individuals, particularly those 
with felony convictions. The overall goal is to 
improve repatriation procedures and enhance 
coordination between law enforcement 
agencies. 

Archived: ICE, El Salvador sign memorandum 
of cooperation | ICE 

5. Extradition Treaty 

A long-standing agreement that is separate from 
but related to repatriation. 

▪ Key Provisions: This treaty requires the U.S. 
and El Salvador to “reciprocally deliver up” 
individuals who are charged with or have 
been convicted of specific crimes and are 
fugitives from justice. It outlines the process 
for making a requisition, specifies the crimes 
covered (such as murder, assault, and 
counterfeiting), and contains provisions for 
not extraditing individuals for political offenses 
or if they are a citizen of the country where 
they are found (though this can be subject to 
change). 

Historical Documents - Office of the Historian 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

1. 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 
Protocol: These instruments prohibit 
refoulement (forced return) of individuals to 
countries where they may face persecution 

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/ACA-Final-1-24-2020.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/19_1028_opa_factsheet-northern-central-america-agreements_v2.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/19_1028_opa_factsheet-northern-central-america-agreements_v2.pdf
https://sv.usembassy.gov/secretary-kristi-noem-visits-el-salvador/
https://sv.usembassy.gov/secretary-kristi-noem-visits-el-salvador/
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-el-salvador-sign-memorandum-cooperation
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-el-salvador-sign-memorandum-cooperation
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1911/d1020
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based on race, religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular social group, or 
political opinion (source: Understanding 
Refugee and Asylum Laws in El Salvador 

2. International Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families (ICMW): El 
Salvador is required to uphold the rights of 
migrant workers and ensure that repatriation 
is carried out with respect for human dignity 
and due process. 

3. Convention on the Rights of the Child: This 
includes special protections for migrant 
children, especially in repatriation procedures. 

4. Special Law on Migration and Foreigners 
(Legislative Decree No. 286-2019): This law 
governs immigration procedures, including 
repatriation, and emphasizes humanitarian 
protection, refugee status determination, and 
the rights of migrants (source: mpi-
institutional-legal-framework-el-salvador.pdf. 

5. Law for the Determination of the Status of 
Refugees (Decree No. 918-2002): 
Establishes procedures for asylum 
applications and outlines protections for 
refugees (source: mpi-institutional-legal-
framework-el-salvador.pdf). 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

1. Prior to Deportation: Limited Direct Support 

El Salvador’s consulates in the U.S. primarily 
focus on: 

a) legal assistance and documentation: helping 
Salvadoran nationals obtain passports or 
consular IDs. 

b) monitoring detention conditions: visiting 
detained nationals and advocating for 
humane treatment. 

c) providing information: educating migrants 
about their rights and legal options. 

However, their ability to intervene in deportation 
proceedings is minimal, especially under current 
U.S. immigration enforcement policies. The 
Trump administration’s crackdown has 
significantly reduced the window for legal 
recourse, and consulates often lack the resources 
to provide robust legal defense. 

(source: Salvadorans worry as US deportations 
collide with El Salvador’s gang crackdown | 
National Catholic Reporter) 

2. After Deportation: Vulnerability and Lack of 
Protection 

Once deported, Salvadoran nationals face serious 
risks, including: 

a) arbitrary detention: many deportees are 
imprisoned immediately upon arrival in El 
Salvador, often without due process. This is 
especially true under the “state of exception” 
policy, which has suspended legal protections 
in the name of combating gang violence. 

b) Gang violence and abuse: deportees are 
frequently targeted by gangs or corrupt 
officials. Human Rights Watch documented 
over 200 cases of deportees facing murder, 
torture, or sexual violence after return 
(source: Deported to Danger: United States 
Deportation Policies Expose Salvadorans to 
Death and Abuse | HRW).Stigmatization: 
being deported is often equated with 
criminality, making reintegration difficult and 
exposing individuals to further abuse. 

El Salvador’s consulates do not have a formal role 
in post-deportation reintegration, and there is no 
systematic monitoring of deportees’ safety or well-
being once they return. 

3. Recent Developments: Controversial 
Agreements 

In 2025, El Salvador agreed to accept deportees 
of any nationality, including convicted criminals 
and even U.S. citizens, in exchange for financial 
compensation. This deal, praised by some U.S. 
officials, has raised serious legal and ethical 
concerns: 

a) Human rights violations: Critics argue that the 
agreement treats migrants as commodities 
and violates international law. 

b) Overcrowded and inhumane prisons: 
Deportees may be sent to facilities like 
CECOT, El Salvador’s mega-prison, which 
has been condemned for harsh conditions. 

(source for item C: 
edition.cnn.com/2025/02/03/americas/el-salvador-
migrant-deal-marco-rubio-intl-hnk/) 

https://generisonline.com/understanding-refugee-and-asylum-laws-in-el-salvador/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-refugee-and-asylum-laws-in-el-salvador/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-institutional-legal-framework-el-salvador.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-institutional-legal-framework-el-salvador.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-institutional-legal-framework-el-salvador.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-institutional-legal-framework-el-salvador.pdf
https://www.ncronline.org/news/salvadorans-worry-us-deportations-collide-el-salvadors-gang-crackdown
https://www.ncronline.org/news/salvadorans-worry-us-deportations-collide-el-salvadors-gang-crackdown
https://www.ncronline.org/news/salvadorans-worry-us-deportations-collide-el-salvadors-gang-crackdown
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/02/05/deported-danger/united-states-deportation-policies-expose-salvadorans-death-and
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/02/05/deported-danger/united-states-deportation-policies-expose-salvadorans-death-and
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/02/05/deported-danger/united-states-deportation-policies-expose-salvadorans-death-and
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/03/americas/el-salvador-migrant-deal-marco-rubio-intl-hnk/
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/03/americas/el-salvador-migrant-deal-marco-rubio-intl-hnk/
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Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

Comprehensive, official data on the number of 
individuals deported from the U.S. to El Salvador 
for the specific period of November 2024 to 
September 2025 is not yet publicly available from 
U.S. government sources like Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) or the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). These agencies 
typically release statistics on a quarterly or fiscal 
year basis with a significant delay. 

However, as reference, on August 28, CNN 
reported “ICE has deported nearly 200K people 
since Trump returned to office”. 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

Deportation flights from the United States have 
been reported to arrive at the International Airport 
of San Salvador, El Salvador. From there, 
deported individuals have been transported to the 
Terrorism Confinement Center (CECOT) in 
Tecoluca, El Salvador, as part of a third-country 
deportation agreement. 

Sources: 

Deportation Flights to El Salvador Surge in 2025 
— Aumentan vuelos de deportados hacia El 
Salvador en 2025 - El Salvador Now; 

United States and El Salvador: A Scheme to 
Deport Migrants from the US to a “Human Rights 
Black Hole” - Global Detention Project | Mapping 
immigration detention around the world 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

In El Salvador, deported individuals are generally 
resettled in urban centers and their surrounding 
areas, where reintegration programs and job 

opportunities are more accessible. The major 
cities and regions include: 

1. San Salvador - The capital city is the primary 
destination for many deportees because it 
hosts most government services, NGOs, and 
reintegration programs like CIMITRA. It also 
offers more employment opportunities in both 
formal and informal sectors. 

2. Santa Ana - As the second-largest city, Santa 
Ana attracts returnees due to its economic 
activity and proximity to Guatemala, which 
facilitates cross-border trade and informal 
work. 

Smaller towns and rural communities - Many 
deportees return to their hometowns, particularly 
in rural areas, but this often leads to challenges 
such as limited job opportunities and social 
stigma. Reintegration organizations report that 
rural returnees tend to prefer entrepreneurship, 
while urban returnees seek formal employment. 

Source: 

Deported But Not Defeated: How CIMITRA Is 
Rebuilding Lives In El Salvador - Parriva 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

There is a significant lack of detailed, publicly 
available demographic data on deported 
individuals from official U.S. and Salvadoran 
government sources. However, based on 
investigative reports from news organizations and 
human rights groups, a partial profile of the 
deportee population can be constructed, 
particularly for those sent to the CECOT mega-
prison. 

Here is a summary of the available demographic 
information: 

▪ Criminal Status: The U.S. government’s 
public statements often describe deportees as 
“terrorists, human rights abusers, gang 
members and more”. However, internal 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
records obtained by investigative journalists 
contradict this narrative. For example, of the 
238 Venezuelans deported to CECOT in 
March 2025, the government’s own data 
showed that more than half had only violated 
immigration laws and had no U.S. criminal 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/28/politics/ice-deportations-immigrants-trump
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/07/13/deportation-flights-to-el-salvador-surge-in-2025-aumentan-vuelos-de-deportados-hacia-el-salvador-en-2025/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/07/13/deportation-flights-to-el-salvador-surge-in-2025-aumentan-vuelos-de-deportados-hacia-el-salvador-en-2025/
https://www.elsalvadornow.org/2025/07/13/deportation-flights-to-el-salvador-surge-in-2025-aumentan-vuelos-de-deportados-hacia-el-salvador-en-2025/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/united-states-and-el-salvador-a-scheme-to-deport-migrants-from-the-us-to-a-human-rights-black-hole
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/united-states-and-el-salvador-a-scheme-to-deport-migrants-from-the-us-to-a-human-rights-black-hole
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/united-states-and-el-salvador-a-scheme-to-deport-migrants-from-the-us-to-a-human-rights-black-hole
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/united-states-and-el-salvador-a-scheme-to-deport-migrants-from-the-us-to-a-human-rights-black-hole
https://www.parriva.com/deported-but-not-defeated-how-cimitra-is-rebuilding-lives-in-el-salvador/
https://www.parriva.com/deported-but-not-defeated-how-cimitra-is-rebuilding-lives-in-el-salvador/
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convictions. Only six of the 238 were 
convicted of violent crimes. The government’s 
claim of gang affiliation was often based on 
tenuous evidence like social media posts and 
tattoos, including the Michael Jordan 
“Jumpman” logo and a Real Madrid tattoo. 

▪ Age and Gender: The deportees sent to the 
CECOT prison were primarily “young men”. 
Case studies highlight individuals like a 35-
year-old former professional soccer player 
and a barber who recently arrived in the U.S.. 

▪ Family Status: The legal framework used for 
the deportations, such as the Alien Enemies 
Act, did not appear to take into account the 
“right to family life” or the best interests of 
children. As a result, individuals were 
deported without any notice to their loved 
ones or attorneys, causing their names to 
disappear from the online detainee locator 
system. Case narratives confirm that some of 
the deported individuals had wives and 
families. 

▪ Years in the U.S.: The length of time 
individuals lived in the U.S. prior to their 
deportation varied significantly. Some were 
long-term residents, while others were recent 
arrivals. For instance, a Salvadoran man was 
deported after living in the U.S. for 
approximately 14 years , while a Venezuelan 
barber had only arrived a few months earlier. 
One study notes that 76% of deportees to El 
Salvador spend less than one month abroad 

documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/48829161
1240337342/pdf/The-Unintended-Consequences-
of-Deportations-Evidence-from-Firm-Behavior-in-
El-Salvador.pdf 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

The main legal or administrative grounds for 
deportations to El Salvador typically include visa 
overstays, criminal records, and border 
detentions. These grounds are generally 
consistent across countries that deport individuals 
to El Salvador. Here are some key points and 
sources: 

1. Visa Overstay: 

▪ Individuals who remain in a country beyond 
the expiration of their visa or authorized stay 

period are subject to deportation. Overstaying 
a visa is a common administrative violation 
that can lead to deportation proceedings. 

2. Criminal Records: 

▪ Individuals with criminal convictions, 
especially for serious offenses, are often 
deported. Countries may prioritize the 
deportation of individuals who have 
committed crimes such as drug trafficking, 
violent crimes, or other felonies. 

▪ For example, the United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) prioritizes 
the removal of individuals with criminal 
records. More information can be found on 
the ICE website. 

3. Border Detention: 

▪ Individuals apprehended while attempting to 
enter a country illegally or without proper 
documentation are often detained and 
subsequently deported. Border enforcement 
agencies, such as the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP), play a significant 
role in these deportations. 

▪ More information on border enforcement and 
deportations can be found on the CBP 
website. 

4. Violation of Immigration Laws: 

▪ Violations of other immigration laws, such as 
working without authorization, using 
fraudulent documents, or failing to comply 
with immigration court orders, can also result 
in deportation. 

5. Public Safety and National Security: 

▪ Individuals deemed to pose a threat to public 
safety or national security may be prioritized 
for deportation. This includes individuals 
involved in terrorism, gang activities, or other 
activities that threaten public order. 

6. Administrative Grounds: 

▪ Administrative grounds for deportation can 
include failure to maintain legal status, failure 
to comply with the terms of a visa, or other 
administrative violations related to 
immigration status. 

For more detailed information, you can refer to the 
following sources: 

▪ U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) 

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/488291611240337342/pdf/The-Unintended-Consequences-of-Deportations-Evidence-from-Firm-Behavior-in-El-Salvador.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/488291611240337342/pdf/The-Unintended-Consequences-of-Deportations-Evidence-from-Firm-Behavior-in-El-Salvador.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/488291611240337342/pdf/The-Unintended-Consequences-of-Deportations-Evidence-from-Firm-Behavior-in-El-Salvador.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/488291611240337342/pdf/The-Unintended-Consequences-of-Deportations-Evidence-from-Firm-Behavior-in-El-Salvador.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-el-salvador-sign-memorandum-cooperation
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-el-salvador-sign-memorandum-cooperation
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▪ U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

▪ Migration Policy Institute (MPI) 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

These sources provide comprehensive 
information on the grounds for deportation and the 
processes involved. 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

In El Salvador, there are no specific laws that 
explicitly mandate the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. However, general 
principles of transparency and access to 
information are enshrined in the country’s legal 
framework, which can be used to request such 
data. Here are some relevant points: 

1. Ley de Acceso a la Información Pública 
(LAIP): 

▪ The Law on Access to Public Information 
(LAIP), enacted in 2011, aims to promote 
transparency and accountability in public 
administration. It grants citizens the right to 
request and obtain information from public 
institutions, including data related to 
deportations. 

▪ Public institutions are required to respond to 
information requests within a specified 
timeframe and provide the requested 
information unless it falls under certain 
exceptions (e.g., national security, privacy). 

▪ More information can be found on the Ley de 
Acceso a la Información Pública (LAIP): 

2. Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME): 

▪ While there is no specific law requiring the 
DGME to publish deportation data, the 
agency may provide such information upon 
request in accordance with the LAIP. The 
DGME is responsible for managing migration-
related data and may include deportation 
statistics in its reports or publications. 

▪ Visit the DGME website for more details. 

3. Constitutional Provisions: 

▪ The Constitution of El Salvador emphasizes 
the importance of transparency and the right 

to access public information. Article 18 of the 
Constitution guarantees the right to petition 
public authorities and receive a timely 
response. 

4. International Commitments: 

▪ As a member of various international 
organizations and signatory to international 
treaties, El Salvador is committed to 
upholding principles of transparency and 
accountability. These commitments may 
indirectly influence the publication and 
reporting of deportation data. 

For more detailed information, you can refer to the 
following sources: 

▪ Ley de Acceso a la Información Pública 
(LAIP): 

▪ Instituto de Acceso a la Información Pública 
(IAIP) 

▪ Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME) 

▪ Constitution of El Salvador 

These sources provide comprehensive 
information on the legal framework related to 
access to information and transparency in El 
Salvador. 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

In El Salvador, the government agency legally 
responsible for collecting and publishing data on 
deportations and migrant movements is the 
Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME). 1 The DGME, which is part of the 
Ministry of Justice and Public Security, handles 
various immigration-related services, including the 
issuance of visas, passports, and certifications of 
migratory movements. 

Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 

LEY DE MIGRACIÓN.PDF 

https://www.cbp.gov/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-institutional-legal-framework-el-salvador.pdf
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iaip.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAIP-REFORMADA-2025.pdf
https://www.iaip.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAIP-REFORMADA-2025.pdf
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.iaip.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAIP-REFORMADA-2025.pdf
https://www.iaip.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAIP-REFORMADA-2025.pdf
https://www.iaip.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAIP-REFORMADA-2025.pdf
https://www.iaip.gob.sv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAIP-REFORMADA-2025.pdf
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/El_Salvador_2014.pdf
https://www.migracion.gob.sv/atencion-al-migrante-preguntas/
https://elsalvador.eregulations.org/media/LEY%20DE%20MIGRACI%C3%93N.PDF
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8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Based on the detailed assessment of the legal 
framework and the current political climate, it can 
be concluded that while a formal request for 
aggregate deportation data in El Salvador is 
legally permissible, its success is highly 
improbable. The primary barriers are the 
instrumentalization of legal exemptions by a 
government seeking to control information, and 
the deliberate weakening of the very civil society 
and media groups that would use the law for 
accountability. The ability to obtain public 
information in El Salvador is not a matter of legal 
text but of political will, and the evidence suggests 
this will is moving in the opposite direction of 
transparency. 

For requestors seeking this information, the 
following recommendations are provided: 

▪ Strategic Framing: Frame the request for data 
in the narrowest possible terms to reduce the 
possibility of a denial on the grounds of 
“personal data.” Focus on broad, aggregate 
statistics that are less likely to be linked to 
specific security operations or individuals. 

▪ Anticipate Denial and Prepare for Appeal: Any 
request for sensitive data, such as 
deportation statistics, should be made with 
the anticipation of a denial. The requestor 
should be prepared to immediately appeal to 
the IAIP and, if necessary, to legal and 
international channels. 

▪ Seek Alternative Avenues: Consider 
alternative avenues for data collection. While 
not a substitute for official data, information 
may be available from international 
organizations, human rights groups, or other 
non-state actors who have documented 
deportation trends through other means. 

▪ Public Advocacy: Document and report on 
any and all denials, highlighting the 
discrepancy between the law and its 
application in practice. This can serve to raise 
international awareness and pressure the 
government to comply with its own legal 
framework. 

Expertos de la ONU alarmados por deportaciones 
ilegales de Estados Unidos a El Salvador | 
OHCHR 

Acceso a la Información “ Leyes vigentes por país 
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