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Ghana

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

Ghana is facing a deportation crisis. As of 
November 2024, over 12,000 Ghanaians have 
been deported from various countries over the 
last five years, according to the Ghana 
Immigration Service (GIS). Most of the deportees 
are expulsed from their host countries because 
they don’t have a legal status and are therefore 
returning to Ghana involuntarily, meaning that 
they did not plan anything for their return to 
Ghana. Most of the deportees are therefore 
coming back to the country with little or no 
resources. 

The reintegration of returned Ghanaian 
immigrants is hindered by inadequate government 
support, inconsistent policies, and insufficient 
infrastructure. The government’s reactive “wait 
and see” approach, as seen during the 2011 
Libyan crisis, left agencies like National Disaster 
Management Organisation (NADMO) 
underfunded and unprepared to assist the large 
number of returnees. Logistical problems, such as 
a lack of reception centers and resources already 
stretched by prior crises, compounded the 
difficulties. Many returnees were unaware of 
available support services, and those who did 
know about them often found access blocked by 
bureaucratic delays and poor planning. Overall, 
the absence of effective strategies, data, and 
proactive policies significantly undermines the 
successful reintegration of Ghanaian immigrants 
returning from abroad. 

Prior to 2016, the country lacked a coherent 
migration policy, relying instead on fragmented 
and uncoordinated approaches. Even after the 
introduction of the national migration policy, many 
returnees and organizations struggle with 
accessing or understanding available services 
due to outdated and restrictive regulations. This 
institutional weakness has led some returnees to 
consider re-migrating, as they find it difficult to 
invest or thrive upon their return. 

Deportees to Ghana face significant challenges in 
securing employment, primarily due to limited job 
opportunities and the strong influence of social 

networks. Many returnees rely on intermediaries 
to access jobs, but high national unemployment 
and bureaucratic hiring processes often result in 
long waiting periods before securing work. The 
situation is particularly difficult for those without 
formal certifications, as employers require proof of 
skills, and the kinds of jobs available abroad, 
especially for low-skilled workers, are often not 
accessible in Ghana. In addition, some returnees 
encounter psychological challenges, including 
fear and uncertainty about their future, which can 
hinder their reintegration and investment efforts. 
These difficulties are not solely dependent on 
skills or qualifications, but are shaped by broader 
economic and social factors within Ghana. 

There are also stigma and discrimination 
associated with deportation, which makes 
reintegration difficult for deportees. 

Key Challenges Reported Since 2025 

1. Legal & Constitutional Disputes 

▪ Supreme Court challenge over unratified MoU 
with the U.S. (violates Article 75). Civil society 
argues Ghana is outsourcing U.S. 
immigration enforcement without safeguards. 
[gbcghanaonline.com], [dw.com] 

2. Human Rights Concerns 

▪ At least 27 deportees reported abuse and 
prolonged detention on arrival. Act 1123 
(Deportee Reception and Protection Act) 
promises legal access within 48 hours, but 
rollout is uneven. [visaverge.com] 

3. Economic Pressure 

▪ High unemployment and lack of structured job 
placement make reintegration difficult. 
Deportees often return without savings or 
assets. [thebftonline.com] 

4. Social Stigma & Mental Health 

▪ Deportees face community rejection and 
trauma from detention and forced removal. 
Mental health services remain scarce. 
[thebftonline.com] 

5. Institutional Capacity Gaps 

▪ Coordination between ministries, NADMO, 
and IOM is weak; reintegration plans lack 
clear timelines and monitoring frameworks. 
[thevaultznews.com], [iom.int] 

https://www.gbcghanaonline.com/opinion/u-s-ghana-deportee-pact-stirs-constitutional-legal-and-human-rights-crisis/2025/
https://www.dw.com/en/ghana-faces-growing-criticism-over-us-deportee-agreement/a-74139561
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://thebftonline.com/2025/02/05/the-need-for-a-national-return-and-reintegration-mechanism-in-the-wake-of-trumps-ghana-must-go/
https://thebftonline.com/2025/02/05/the-need-for-a-national-return-and-reintegration-mechanism-in-the-wake-of-trumps-ghana-must-go/
https://thevaultznews.com/2025/03/13/ablakwa-addresses-parliament/
https://www.iom.int/resources/iom-country-strategy-ghana-2022-2025


 

Ghana 
3 

Sources: 

https://noyam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/EHASS20223128.pdf 

https://www.visaverge.com/news/return-to-
nowhere-african-migrants-and-u-s-deportation-to-
ghana/ 

Ghana’s Deportation Crisis: More Than 12,000 
Nationals Sent Back Since 2020 - znewsGH 

https://www.rabat-
process.org/en/component/repo/document/492-
panel-1-
ghana?task=document.preview&Itemid=958&ml=
1 2023 presentation from the Ghana Immigration 
Service discussing migration issues in Ghana and 
suggestions for changes. 

The need for a national return and reintegration 
mechanism: In the Wake of Trump’s ‘Ghana Must 
Go’ - The Business & Financial Times 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Ghana has a refugee board as part of the Ghana 
Ministry of Interior 
(https://www.mint.gov.gh/agencies/ghana-
refugee-board/). 

There is also Reintegration Coordination 
Secretariat (NADMO) 
(https://gna.org.gh/2023/09/re-integration-
coordination-secretariat-opens-in-accra/; 
http://www.nadmo.gov.gh/). 

UNICEF Initiative for Displaced Persons and Host 
Communities in Ghana 
(https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/eu-
unicef-and-unhcr-launch-27-million-initiative-
displaced-persons-and-host) 

Ghana Immigration Service (https://gis.gov.gh/) 
[has emergency Visa service 
(https://gis.gov.gh/service/visa-on-arrival-
emergency-entry-visa/)] 

Diaspora Affairs Ghana (DAGh) 
(https://diasporaadvocacygh.org/in-country-help/) 

African Diaspora Resource Centre Ghana 
(https://ghana.africandiasporagroup.com/about/) 

The Ghana Government portal (Ghana.gov) lists 
social services and welfare programs, though 
specific deportee reintegration details are 
communicated through press briefings and 

parliamentary statements rather than a 
standalone policy page 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

Ghana lacks a comprehensive, institutionalized 
framework for reintegration. While multiple 
agencies are involved (e.g., Ministry of 
Employment and Labour Relations, Ghana 
Immigration Service), coordination is weak, and 
efforts are fragmented. 

On migration data, Ghana has made policy 
commitments—like the National Migration Data 
Strategy and initiatives by the Ghana Statistical 
Service (GSS)—to improve data collection. 
However, challenges persist, including lack of 
centralized data reporting, inconsistent data 
disaggregation (e.g., by gender), fragmented 
information management systems, and unclear 
data management guidance. Efforts are underway 
to improve data-sharing and digitization. 

Ghana’s migration policy framework is 
comprehensive but suffers from overlapping 
documents, vague commitments, and lack of clear 
action plans or monitoring. While the National 
Labour Migration Policy shows more structured 
implementation, policy actions focus primarily on 
outbound labor migration, border management, 
trafficking, and diaspora engagement. Areas like 
immigration (beyond enforcement), internal 
migration, and return/reintegration receive less 
attention. 

Ghana faces significant challenges in enabling the 
safe and dignified return and reintegration of its 
migrants, particularly those traveling dangerous 
routes to Europe or working in North Africa and 
Gulf States. Migrants often encounter severe 
protection risks such as detention, kidnapping, 
and torture, with many stranded in transit 
countries like Libya. While Ghana’s National 
Migration Policy supports return and reintegration, 
comprehensive national measures are still 
lacking. Currently, international organizations like 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
and development partners, mostly funded by 
European countries, manage much of the 
process, limiting its geographic scope. 

Sources: 

https://migrationnetwork.un.org/system/files/docs/
Ghana-
Migration%20Needs%20Assessment%20and%20
Stakeholder%20Mapping.pdf 

https://noyam.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/EHASS20223128.pdf
https://noyam.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/EHASS20223128.pdf
https://www.visaverge.com/news/return-to-nowhere-african-migrants-and-u-s-deportation-to-ghana/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/return-to-nowhere-african-migrants-and-u-s-deportation-to-ghana/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/return-to-nowhere-african-migrants-and-u-s-deportation-to-ghana/
https://znewsgh.com/ghanas-deportation-crisis/
https://znewsgh.com/ghanas-deportation-crisis/
https://www.rabat-process.org/en/component/repo/document/492-panel-1-ghana?task=document.preview&Itemid=958&ml=1
https://www.rabat-process.org/en/component/repo/document/492-panel-1-ghana?task=document.preview&Itemid=958&ml=1
https://www.rabat-process.org/en/component/repo/document/492-panel-1-ghana?task=document.preview&Itemid=958&ml=1
https://www.rabat-process.org/en/component/repo/document/492-panel-1-ghana?task=document.preview&Itemid=958&ml=1
https://www.rabat-process.org/en/component/repo/document/492-panel-1-ghana?task=document.preview&Itemid=958&ml=1
https://thebftonline.com/2025/02/05/the-need-for-a-national-return-and-reintegration-mechanism-in-the-wake-of-trumps-ghana-must-go/
https://thebftonline.com/2025/02/05/the-need-for-a-national-return-and-reintegration-mechanism-in-the-wake-of-trumps-ghana-must-go/
https://thebftonline.com/2025/02/05/the-need-for-a-national-return-and-reintegration-mechanism-in-the-wake-of-trumps-ghana-must-go/
https://www.mint.gov.gh/agencies/ghana-refugee-board/
https://www.mint.gov.gh/agencies/ghana-refugee-board/
http://www.nadmo.gov.gh/
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/eu-unicef-and-unhcr-launch-27-million-initiative-displaced-persons-and-host
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/eu-unicef-and-unhcr-launch-27-million-initiative-displaced-persons-and-host
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/press-releases/eu-unicef-and-unhcr-launch-27-million-initiative-displaced-persons-and-host
https://gis.gov.gh/service/visa-on-arrival-emergency-entry-visa/
https://gis.gov.gh/service/visa-on-arrival-emergency-entry-visa/
https://diasporaadvocacygh.org/in-country-help/
https://ghana.africandiasporagroup.com/about/
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/system/files/docs/Ghana-Migration%20Needs%20Assessment%20and%20Stakeholder%20Mapping.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/system/files/docs/Ghana-Migration%20Needs%20Assessment%20and%20Stakeholder%20Mapping.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/system/files/docs/Ghana-Migration%20Needs%20Assessment%20and%20Stakeholder%20Mapping.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/system/files/docs/Ghana-Migration%20Needs%20Assessment%20and%20Stakeholder%20Mapping.pdf
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4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

1. Government Initiatives 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional 
Integration is leading Ghana’s response, 
supported by agencies like the Ghana 
Immigration Service, Ministry of Interior, and 
National Disaster Management Organization 
(NADMO). 

Key measures include: 

Reception and Reintegration Program 

Deportees are discreetly received at Kotoka 
International Airport, reunited with families, and 
provided initial support to avoid stigma. The 
government emphasizes dignity and privacy 
during reintegration. [ghanaweb.com], 
[accralive.com] 

Skills Training and Livelihood Support 

Plans announced in Parliament include vocational 
training, microfinance opportunities, and 
psychological counselling to help deportees 
rebuild their lives. These programs are being 
developed in collaboration with NADMO and the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). 
[nigerianew...ervice.com] 

Still pilot-level: No nationwide reintegration 
mechanism exists. Parliament has debated 
creating a National Return and Reintegration 
Framework, but no legislation passed yet. 
[thebftonline.com] 

2. Civil Society, International and NGO Efforts 

Several organizations complement government 
initiatives: 

International Organization for Migration (IOM 
Ghana) 

IOM runs programs addressing return migration 
challenges, including psychosocial support and 
economic reintegration under its Migration 
Governance Strategy (2022-2025). Pilot projects 
like “Beyond the Journey: Facing the Hidden 
Wounds of Return Migration” focus on mental 
health and livelihood restoration for returnees. 
[ghana.iom.int] 

UNHCR Ghana 

While primarily focused on refugees, UNHCR 
collaborates with the Ghana Refugee Board and 
local actors to provide protection and inclusion 
services, which can extend to vulnerable 
returnees in mixed migration contexts. [unhcr.org] 

Local NGOs and INGOs 

Organizations such as ActionAid Ghana and 
CARE Ghana implement community-based 
programs on economic empowerment, skills 
training, and social reintegration, which deportees 
can access through partnerships with government 
agencies. [heconsulting.us], [care.org] 

Advocacy Groups 

Civil society networks like Democracy Hub are 
actively challenging constitutional and human 
rights issues related to deportee detention and 
reintegration, ensuring legal safeguards for 
affected individuals. [ghanaplus.com] 

EU joint program for reintegration in Ghana 

The European Union has allocated Euros 2.9 
million to the ATTU project, an initiative aimed at 
improving migration governance and fostering the 
integration of migrants in Ghana. It is a three-year 
project implemented by the International 
Organization for Migration focused on creating 
sustainable systems to support vulnerable 
migrants and returnees, ensuring their smooth 
reintegration into society 
[https://gna.org.gh/2025/03/eu-launches-2-9-
million-project-to-enhance-migrants-integration-
and-governance-in-ghana/]] 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

Ghana’s Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573) is the 
primary law that governs the entry, residence, and 
employment of foreign nationals in Ghana, 
alongside the Immigration Regulations, 2001. 
Administered by the Ghana Immigration Service 
(GIS), it outlines the conditions for entry and 
departure, residence permits, indefinite residence 
status, and the removal of illegal immigrants. The 
Act aims to balance facilitation of entry for 
genuine travelers with the management of 
national security risks and also covers the 
regulation of work permits for foreigners. 

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Foreign-affairs-ministry-to-facilitate-return-reintegration-of-Ghanaians-deportees-from-US-1980387
https://accralive.com/govt-working-to-ensure-safe-return-and-reintegration-of-us-deportees-ablakwa/
https://nigerianewsservice.com/2025/03/13/plans-for-reintegration-of-ghanaian-deportees-announced-by-minister-ablakwa/
https://thebftonline.com/2025/02/05/the-need-for-a-national-return-and-reintegration-mechanism-in-the-wake-of-trumps-ghana-must-go/
https://ghana.iom.int/
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/ghana
https://heconsulting.us/top-10-international-ngos-transforming-lives-in-ghana-comprehensive-profiles/
https://www.care.org/our-work/where-we-work/ghana/
https://ghanaplus.com/politics/civil-society-challenges-ghanas-authority-to-detain-foreign-deportees/
https://gna.org.gh/2025/03/eu-launches-2-9-million-project-to-enhance-migrants-integration-and-governance-in-ghana/%5d
https://gna.org.gh/2025/03/eu-launches-2-9-million-project-to-enhance-migrants-integration-and-governance-in-ghana/%5d
https://gna.org.gh/2025/03/eu-launches-2-9-million-project-to-enhance-migrants-integration-and-governance-in-ghana/%5d
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://gis.gov.gh/permits-and-visas/&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQy_kOegQIARAB&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw0qorfT6R4Qf3P-dNf_AzWs&ust=1763490586365000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://gis.gov.gh/permits-and-visas/&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQy_kOegQIARAB&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw0qorfT6R4Qf3P-dNf_AzWs&ust=1763490586365000
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Key provisions 

▪ Entry and departure: The Act requires 
individuals entering Ghana to use authorized 
entry points, present valid travel documents, 
and report to immigration officers. It also sets 
out conditions for departure. 

▪ Residence and employment: It establishes a 
system for residence permits, including 
indefinite residence status for certain 
individuals, and regulates the employment of 
foreign nationals through work permits and 
immigrant quotas. 

▪ Prohibited immigrants: The Act defines who is 
considered a “prohibited immigrant” and sets 
out conditions for their removal. 

▪ Enforcement: The Act grants immigration 
officers the power to detain individuals for 
further examination and to remove illegal 
immigrants. 

▪ Enforcement: The Act provides penalties for 
offenses such as illegal entry, illegal exit, and 
using forged documents. 

Related legislation and regulations 

▪ Immigration Regulations, 2001 (L.I. 1691): 
This provides the specific details and 
procedures for implementing the Act, such as 
visa requirements and exemptions. 

▪ Immigration (Amendment) Act, 2012 (Act 
842): This amendment introduced provisions 
against migrant smuggling. 

▪ Citizenship Act, 2000 (Act 573): This separate 
act deals with the qualifications and process 
for obtaining Ghanaian citizenship through 
naturalization. 

Administration 

▪ The Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) is the 
primary agency responsible for the day-to-day 
implementation of the Act, according to the 
Ghana Immigration Service. 

▪ Other bodies involved include the Ministry of 
Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

▪ The Act is sometimes challenged by conflicts 
with the ECOWAS Protocol on Free 
Movement of Persons, Goods, and Services. 

▪ Ghana: Act No. 573 of 2000, Immigration Act | 
Refworld 

Role of Bilateral Agreements 

▪ Readmission Agreements: Ghana and the 
U.S. have arrangements to confirm identity 
and issue travel documents for deported 
nationals. These agreements define timelines 
for document issuance and establish 
protocols for secure transport and handover. 
They do not impose penalties or deny entry; 
enforcement remains under Ghanaian law. 

Courts have clarified that bilateral agreements are 
executive instruments, not statutes. They guide 
administrative action but cannot override 
constitutional guarantees of movement and 
citizenship rights. 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

Enforcement Mechanisms for Protections 

Ghana’s enforcement mechanisms for rights 
relevant to deported individuals are constitutional 
and judicial, but they are weak in practice: 

Constitutional Enforcement: 

Articles 12–33 of the 1992 Constitution guarantee 
fundamental rights (personal liberty, 
administrative justice, equality). Enforcement is 
through the Human Rights Division of the High 
Court, which can issue writs like Habeas Corpus 
and injunctions. [channelone...online.com] 

Article 75 requires parliamentary ratification for 
international agreements. Failure to comply can 
be challenged in the Supreme Court, as seen in 
the pending case on the U.S.-Ghana deportee 
pact. [jurist.org] 

Statutory Enforcement: 

Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573) provides for 
appeals against deportation orders, but does not 
guarantee socio-economic rights post-deportation. 
[generisonline.com] 

Legal Aid Commission Act allows indigent 
persons (including deportees) to seek 
representation, but access is limited by capacity 
and awareness. [visaverge.com] 

Recent Development: 

The Deportee Reception and Protection Act (Act 
1123) reportedly mandates legal access within 48 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Immigration+Regulations%2C+2001+%28L.I.+1691%29&sca_esv=63c7fd65582f6674&ei=nmgbadLGFJ2fptQP-9nvmQo&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQgK4QegQIBRAB&uact=5&oq=Ghana%C2%B4s+immigration+act+2000&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHUdoYW5hwrRzIGltbWlncmF0aW9uIGFjdCAyMDAwMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFInZMBUGpY1HFwBHgBkAEEmAGeAqAB7j-qAQQyLTM1uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIjoAKtOagCCsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIRigARgKwgIEECEYFcICFBAAGIAEGJECGLQCGIoFGOoC2AEBwgIdEAAYgAQYtAIY1AMY5QIYtwMYigUY6gIYigPYAQHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICCxAuGIAEGNEDGMcBwgIFEAAYgATCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGNQCwgIJEAAYgAQYChgLwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIFECEYnwWYAwXxBbsXIGVye2xJiAYBkAYIugYECAEYB5IHBjQuMC4zMaAHoKMCsgcEMi0zMbgHmDnCBwkxLjIxLjExLjLIB2g&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAhhtSaRUMeFy9htEwiBFZkH0khdMrgQS2bNkZKdwE9nDM3xhHagAlwNXtZJn7p6431N7_QJ8zOpm19NGJX2TRZaujvZpx1t8KAz2t96njS7fd9k5b7b1_oygb0e1E5fV4&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Immigration+%28Amendment%29+Act%2C+2012+%28Act+842%29&sca_esv=63c7fd65582f6674&ei=nmgbadLGFJ2fptQP-9nvmQo&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQgK4QegQIBRAD&uact=5&oq=Ghana%C2%B4s+immigration+act+2000&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHUdoYW5hwrRzIGltbWlncmF0aW9uIGFjdCAyMDAwMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFInZMBUGpY1HFwBHgBkAEEmAGeAqAB7j-qAQQyLTM1uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIjoAKtOagCCsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIRigARgKwgIEECEYFcICFBAAGIAEGJECGLQCGIoFGOoC2AEBwgIdEAAYgAQYtAIY1AMY5QIYtwMYigUY6gIYigPYAQHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICCxAuGIAEGNEDGMcBwgIFEAAYgATCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGNQCwgIJEAAYgAQYChgLwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIFECEYnwWYAwXxBbsXIGVye2xJiAYBkAYIugYECAEYB5IHBjQuMC4zMaAHoKMCsgcEMi0zMbgHmDnCBwkxLjIxLjExLjLIB2g&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAhhtSaRUMeFy9htEwiBFZkH0khdMrgQS2bNkZKdwE9nDM3xhHagAlwNXtZJn7p6431N7_QJ8zOpm19NGJX2TRZaujvZpx1t8KAz2t96njS7fd9k5b7b1_oygb0e1E5fV4&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Immigration+%28Amendment%29+Act%2C+2012+%28Act+842%29&sca_esv=63c7fd65582f6674&ei=nmgbadLGFJ2fptQP-9nvmQo&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQgK4QegQIBRAD&uact=5&oq=Ghana%C2%B4s+immigration+act+2000&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHUdoYW5hwrRzIGltbWlncmF0aW9uIGFjdCAyMDAwMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFInZMBUGpY1HFwBHgBkAEEmAGeAqAB7j-qAQQyLTM1uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIjoAKtOagCCsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIRigARgKwgIEECEYFcICFBAAGIAEGJECGLQCGIoFGOoC2AEBwgIdEAAYgAQYtAIY1AMY5QIYtwMYigUY6gIYigPYAQHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICCxAuGIAEGNEDGMcBwgIFEAAYgATCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGNQCwgIJEAAYgAQYChgLwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIFECEYnwWYAwXxBbsXIGVye2xJiAYBkAYIugYECAEYB5IHBjQuMC4zMaAHoKMCsgcEMi0zMbgHmDnCBwkxLjIxLjExLjLIB2g&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAhhtSaRUMeFy9htEwiBFZkH0khdMrgQS2bNkZKdwE9nDM3xhHagAlwNXtZJn7p6431N7_QJ8zOpm19NGJX2TRZaujvZpx1t8KAz2t96njS7fd9k5b7b1_oygb0e1E5fV4&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Citizenship+Act%2C+2000+%28Act+573%29&sca_esv=63c7fd65582f6674&ei=nmgbadLGFJ2fptQP-9nvmQo&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQgK4QegQIBRAF&uact=5&oq=Ghana%C2%B4s+immigration+act+2000&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHUdoYW5hwrRzIGltbWlncmF0aW9uIGFjdCAyMDAwMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFInZMBUGpY1HFwBHgBkAEEmAGeAqAB7j-qAQQyLTM1uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIjoAKtOagCCsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIRigARgKwgIEECEYFcICFBAAGIAEGJECGLQCGIoFGOoC2AEBwgIdEAAYgAQYtAIY1AMY5QIYtwMYigUY6gIYigPYAQHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICCxAuGIAEGNEDGMcBwgIFEAAYgATCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGNQCwgIJEAAYgAQYChgLwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIFECEYnwWYAwXxBbsXIGVye2xJiAYBkAYIugYECAEYB5IHBjQuMC4zMaAHoKMCsgcEMi0zMbgHmDnCBwkxLjIxLjExLjLIB2g&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAhhtSaRUMeFy9htEwiBFZkH0khdMrgQS2bNkZKdwE9nDM3xhHagAlwNXtZJn7p6431N7_QJ8zOpm19NGJX2TRZaujvZpx1t8KAz2t96njS7fd9k5b7b1_oygb0e1E5fV4&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ghana+Immigration+Service+%28GIS%29&sca_esv=63c7fd65582f6674&ei=nmgbadLGFJ2fptQP-9nvmQo&ved=2ahUKEwie2P7A6PmQAxUYmokEHSCPIeoQgK4QegQICBAB&uact=5&oq=Ghana%C2%B4s+immigration+act+2000&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHUdoYW5hwrRzIGltbWlncmF0aW9uIGFjdCAyMDAwMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFInZMBUGpY1HFwBHgBkAEEmAGeAqAB7j-qAQQyLTM1uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIjoAKtOagCCsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgcQIRigARgKwgIEECEYFcICFBAAGIAEGJECGLQCGIoFGOoC2AEBwgIdEAAYgAQYtAIY1AMY5QIYtwMYigUY6gIYigPYAQHCAgoQLhiABBhDGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICCxAuGIAEGNEDGMcBwgIFEAAYgATCAgUQLhiABMICCBAuGIAEGNQCwgIJEAAYgAQYChgLwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAgUQABjvBcICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIFECEYnwWYAwXxBbsXIGVye2xJiAYBkAYIugYECAEYB5IHBjQuMC4zMaAHoKMCsgcEMi0zMbgHmDnCBwkxLjIxLjExLjLIB2g&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAhhtSaRUMeFy9htEwiBFZkH0khdMrgQS2bNkZKdwE9nDM3xhHagAlwNXtZJn7p6431N7_QJ8zOpm19NGJX2TRZaujvZpx1t8KAz2t96njS7fd9k5b7b1_oygb0e1E5fV4&csui=3
https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/2000/en/102646
https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/2000/en/102646
https://channelonenewsonline.com/2025/09/18/ghana-dragged-to-court-over-alleged-illegal-detention-of-11-deported-west-africans/
https://www.jurist.org/features/2025/11/11/explainer-does-ghanas-deportation-deal-with-the-us-breach-constitutional-procedure/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-ghana/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
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hours of detention, but implementation is 
inconsistent. [visaverge.com] 

Notable Court Cases Testing These Protections 

Oliver Barker-Vormawor & 11 West Africans v. 
Attorney General & Others (2025): 

Filed for Habeas Corpus and injunction to stop 
onward deportation after U.S. transfer. Alleged 
violations of Article 14 (personal liberty) and 
Article 23 (administrative justice), plus breach of 
non-refoulement. 

Outcome: Case struck out because deportees 
were removed before ruling, highlighting weak 
interim relief enforcement. 
[channelone...online.com], [ghanasentinel.com], 
[thevaultznews.com] 

Supreme Court Challenge to U.S.-Ghana 
Deportee Agreement (2025): 

Tests compliance with Article 75 on treaty 
ratification. Civil society argues the executive 
bypassed Parliament, making the agreement 
unconstitutional. [jurist.org], [gbcghanaonline.com] 

Protections Most Often Underutilized 

Legal Remedies: 

Many deportees do not file for Habeas Corpus or 
injunctions due to lack of awareness, language 
barriers, and limited access to legal aid. 
[visaverge.com] 

Socio-Economic Rights (Health, Housing, 
Education): 

These are directive principles, not enforceable 
rights. Deportees rarely access public health or 
social welfare programs because they are not 
formally integrated into Ghana’s social protection 
system. [wlv.openre...sitory.com] 

Labour Rights: 

Underutilized because deportees lack valid 
immigration status, making lawful employment 
impossible without regularization. 
[generisonline.com] 

Non-Refoulement Protections: 

Frequently ignored in practice; deportees are 
often re-routed to home countries despite risk of 
persecution. 

https://judicial.gov.gh/jsweb/index.php/the-
constitution 

Home – GhaLII 

https://www.parliament.gh/docs?type=Acts&OT 

judicial.gov.gh 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Under Ghanaian law and current administrative 
practice, deported nationals do not face automatic 
detention, but they are subject to mandatory 
screening upon arrival. Here’s the breakdown: 

1. Screening Procedures 

▪ Identity Verification: Immigration officers 
confirm nationality using passports, birth 
certificates, or biometric data. 

▪ Health Checks: Required under the Public 
Health Act, 2012 (Act 851) for communicable 
disease control. 

▪ Security Assessment: Conducted by Ghana 
Immigration Service to ensure no outstanding 
criminal warrants or security risks. 

2. Detention Rules 

▪ No Statutory Detention for Citizens: The 
Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573) guarantees 
re-entry rights for Ghanaian citizens. 
Detention is not routine and can only occur if: 

▪ Identity cannot be verified. 

▪ There is suspicion of criminal activity or 
fraud. 

▪ In such cases, detention is temporary and 
subject to judicial oversight under 
constitutional provisions (Articles 12 and 33). 

3. Practical Application 

▪ Most deported individuals are processed and 
released after screening. 

▪ Bilateral agreements (e.g., with the U.S.) 
facilitate pre-arrival identity checks, reducing 
detention likelihood. 

Legal safeguards for deported individuals who are 
detained in Ghana are grounded in the 1992 
Constitution and the Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 
573). (IMMIGRATION ACT.pdf) 

https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://channelonenewsonline.com/2025/09/18/ghana-dragged-to-court-over-alleged-illegal-detention-of-11-deported-west-africans/
https://ghanasentinel.com/2025/09/24/ghana-deports-11-west-african-migrants-after-court-challenge/
https://thevaultznews.com/2025/09/23/us-deportees-court-strikes-out-hum/
https://www.jurist.org/features/2025/11/11/explainer-does-ghanas-deportation-deal-with-the-us-breach-constitutional-procedure/
https://www.gbcghanaonline.com/opinion/u-s-ghana-deportee-pact-stirs-constitutional-legal-and-human-rights-crisis/2025/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://wlv.openrepository.com/server/api/core/bitstreams/765beaeb-f4c1-4db6-9232-1c6eed898672/content
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-ghana/
https://judicial.gov.gh/jsweb/index.php/the-constitution
https://judicial.gov.gh/jsweb/index.php/the-constitution
https://ghalii.org/
https://www.parliament.gh/docs?type=Acts&OT
https://judicial.gov.gh/ejud/
https://ir.parliament.gh/bitstream/handle/123456789/1860/IMMIGRATION%20ACT.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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4. Constitutional Protections 

▪ Article 14 - Personal Liberty: Detention must 
be lawful and for a legitimate purpose (e.g., 
identity verification or security concerns). 

▪ Detainees must be informed promptly of the 
reason for detention. 

▪ Article 33 - Enforcement of Rights: Individuals 
can seek redress in the High Court for 
unlawful detention. 

5. Time Limits 

▪ Detention without charge cannot exceed 48 
hours unless extended by a court order. 

▪ After this period, the person must be released 
or brought before a judge. 

6. Access to Legal Representation 

▪ Right to Counsel: Guaranteed under Article 
19 and supported by the Ghana Legal Aid 
Commission. 

▪ Detainees can contact a lawyer or family 
member immediately. 

7. Humane Treatment 

▪ Protected under Article 15 (human dignity). 

▪ No torture or degrading treatment. 

▪ Adequate food, medical care, and safe 
conditions must be provided. 

8. Judicial Oversight 

▪ Any prolonged detention requires a court 
warrant. 

▪ Habeas corpus applications can be filed to 
challenge unlawful detention. 

Under Ghanaian law, the duration of screening 
and detention is strictly regulated: 

9. Screening 

▪ No fixed statutory time, but it must be 
reasonable and necessary for identity, health, 
and security checks. 

▪ Typically completed within a few hours unless 
complications arise (e.g., missing 
documents). 

10. Detention 

▪ Constitutional Limit (Article 14): A person 
cannot be held beyond 48 hours without 
being brought before a court. 

▪ After 48 hours, continued detention requires a 
judicial order. 

▪ Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573): Supports 
temporary detention for verification or security 
concerns, but always subject to constitutional 
safeguards. 

11. Extended Detention 

▪ Only possible if: 

▪ There is a court warrant. 

▪ The individual is under investigation for a 
criminal offense. 

▪ Even then, detention must comply with due 
process and humane treatment standards. 

NGOs have raised concerns about deportation-
related screening and detention procedures in 
Ghana, focusing on human rights, transparency, 
and reintegration challenges. Here’s a summary 
based on internal references and common NGO 
positions: 

12. Lack of Clear Guidelines 

▪ NGOs report that screening protocols are not 
always transparent, leading to uncertainty for 
deported individuals about what checks will 
occur and how long they will last. 

13. Risk of Rights Violations 

▪ Concerns include: 

▪ Extended detention without judicial oversight 
when identity verification takes longer than 
expected. 

▪ Limited access to legal representation during 
initial screening stages. 

▪ These issues are often flagged as 
inconsistent with Ghana’s constitutional 
guarantees under Articles 14 and 33. 

14. Reintegration Gaps 

▪ NGOs highlight that detention and screening 
processes can delay access to reintegration 
programs, such as housing and mental health 
support. 

▪ Reports emphasize the need for trauma-
informed care and better coordination 
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between immigration authorities and social 
services. 

15. Recommendations from Civil Society 

▪ Standardized protocols for screening and 
detention. 

▪ Independent monitoring of detention facilities. 

Immediate referral systems to reintegration 
programs post-screening. 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

1. Reapplication Process: Individuals can apply 
for a replacement or renewal through the 
National Identification Authority (NIA) 

▪ Requirements include proof of citizenship 
(birth certificate, passport, or affidavit) 
and biometric verification. 

▪ Lost or Confiscated Documents: If documents 
were lost during deportation, applicants must 
submit a police report and sworn affidavit 
confirming loss. 

▪ Embassy Assistance: Ghanaian missions 
abroad often facilitate emergency travel 
certificates for deportees, which can later be 
exchanged for permanent ID upon arrival. 

2. Safeguards and Access 

▪ Legal Aid: Ghana Legal Aid Commission 
provides support for individuals facing 
administrative hurdles, though coverage is 
limited. 

▪ Human Rights Standards: NGOs advocate for 
simplified procedures and fee waivers for 
vulnerable returnees, citing barriers like cost 
and regional disparities. [JIA sample...ember 
2025 | Word] 

3. Practical Challenges 

▪ Delays: Verification can take weeks if 
biometric data is missing. 

▪ Regional Disparities: Access to NIA offices is 
uneven, especially outside major cities. 

▪ NGO Concerns: Reports highlight lack of 
awareness programs and recommend mobile 
registration units for deportees. 

▪ Here’s a step-by-step guide for deported 
individuals to recover or renew their Ghana 
Card (national ID): 

1. Confirm Eligibility 

▪ You must be a Ghanaian citizen (by birth, 
registration, or naturalization). 

▪ Deportation does not affect citizenship rights, 
so you remain eligible. 

2. Gather Required Documents 

▪ Primary Proof of Citizenship: Birth Certificate 

▪ Valid Ghanaian Passport 

▪ Affidavit of Citizenship (if originals are 
missing) 

▪ Supporting Documents: Police report for lost 
ID 

▪ Sworn affidavit confirming loss or confiscation 
during deportation 

3. Apply Through the National Identification 
Authority (NIA) 

▪ Where to Apply: NIA Regional or District 
Offices 

▪ Mobile Registration Units (NGOs advocate for 
these in rural areas) 

▪ Process: Complete application form 

▪ Provide biometric data (fingerprints, photo) 

▪ Pay applicable fees (fee waivers may apply 
for vulnerable individuals) 

4. Embassy Assistance (If Still Abroad) 

▪ Ghanaian missions can issue Emergency 
Travel Certificates for return. 

▪ Once in Ghana, exchange this for a 
permanent ID at NIA. 

5. Legal Safeguards 

▪ Right to ID: Guaranteed under the 1992 
Constitution. 

▪ Legal Aid: Ghana Legal Aid Commission can 
assist if you face administrative hurdles. 

https://bakermckenzie-my.sharepoint.com/personal/deborah_alanadavis_bakermckenzie_com/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B704D3367-FE4E-4911-A5BA-9E0F01A72721%7D&file=JIA%20sample%20Copilot%20prompts_September%202025.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://bakermckenzie-my.sharepoint.com/personal/deborah_alanadavis_bakermckenzie_com/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B704D3367-FE4E-4911-A5BA-9E0F01A72721%7D&file=JIA%20sample%20Copilot%20prompts_September%202025.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
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6. Practical Tips 

▪ Keep copies of all documents and affidavits. 

▪ Check NIA website for updated requirements: 
https://nia.gov.gh/ 

▪ NGOs like IOM Ghana often provide support 
for fees and awareness programs. 

The timeline for recovering or renewing national 
identification documents in Ghana depends on the 
method and circumstances: 

For deported nationals, the timeline for recovering 
or renewing national identification documents in 
Ghana is generally longer than for standard 
renewals because of additional verification steps: 

1. Initial Screening and Identity Verification 

▪ Upon arrival, deported individuals undergo 
mandatory screening by Ghana Immigration 
Service. 

▪ If identity documents are missing, verification 
can take 3-7 days, depending on access to 
biometric records and embassy coordination. 

2. Application for ID Recovery or Renewal 

▪ After clearance, the process at the National 
Identification Authority (NIA) follows standard 
timelines: 

▪ 7-14 business days if biometric data 
exists in the system. 

▪ Up to 3 weeks if affidavits and police 
reports are required for lost/confiscated 
documents. 

3. Emergency Travel Certificate Conversion 

▪ If the person returned with an Emergency 
Travel Certificate, converting it to a Ghana 
Card typically takes 1-2 weeks after arrival. 

4. Practical Delays 

▪ Extended timelines (4-6 weeks) are common 
for deported nationals due to: 

▪ Missing documentation. 

▪ Regional office capacity. 

▪ Additional security checks. 

NGO Support 

▪ NGOs like IOM Ghana often help expedite the 
process by: 

▪ Covering fees. 

▪ Assisting with affidavits and police 
reports. 

▪ Coordinating with NIA for priority 
handling. 

Costs can make ID recovery or renewal 
challenging for deported nationals, especially 
those returning without financial resources. These 
amounts are still broadly accurate for 2025, based 
on the latest published fee schedules from the 
National Identification Authority (NIA) and 
supporting agencies: 

1. Standard Fees 

▪ Replacement or Renewal of Ghana Card: 
Typically GHS 30-50 (approx. $2-$4 USD). 

▪ Affidavit for Lost Documents: Around GHS 
50-100 at a court or through a commissioner 
for oaths. 

▪ Police Report: Often free, but some stations 
charge GHS 10-20 for administrative 
processing. 

2. Additional Costs for Vulnerable Returnees 

▪ Travel to NIA Offices: Transport costs can be 
significant for those in rural areas. 

▪ Accommodation & Meals: If processing 
requires multiple visits, costs increase. 

3. Accessibility Concerns 

▪ For deported individuals who return with no 
funds, these costs can be prohibitive. 

▪ NGOs report that lack of fee waivers and 
regional disparities create barriers to timely ID 
recovery. 

4. NGO Recommendations 

▪ Fee Waivers or Subsidies for vulnerable 
groups. 

▪ Mobile Registration Units to reduce travel 
costs. 

▪ Awareness Campaigns to inform returnees of 
available support. 

https://nia.gov.gh/
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Several NGOs and agencies actively assist 
deported individuals in Ghana with recovering or 
renewing national identification documents: 

1. NGOs Providing Support 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM 
Ghana): Offers reintegration packages that 
often include help with ID recovery. 

▪ Provides financial assistance for fees and 
coordinates with NIA for expedited 
processing. 

▪ Local Human Rights NGOs: Advocate for fee 
waivers and simplified procedures. 

▪ Sometimes organize mobile registration units 
in rural areas. 

2. Government Agencies 

▪ National Identification Authority (NIA): Primary 
body for issuing and renewing Ghana Cards. 

▪ Works with Ghana Immigration Service to 
verify identity for deported nationals. 

▪ Ghana Immigration Service: Facilitates initial 
screening and identity verification upon 
arrival. 

▪ Issues temporary documentation if needed. 

3. Embassy and Consular Support 

▪ Ghanaian missions abroad often issue 
Emergency Travel Certificates for deportees, 
which can later be converted into permanent 
IDs. 

4. NGO Recommendations 

▪ Fee waivers for vulnerable returnees. 

▪ Awareness campaigns on ID recovery steps. 

▪ Mobile registration units to reduce travel 
costs. 

List of NGOs and agencies that assist deported 
nationals in Ghana with ID recovery, along with 
their roles and contact points: 

1. International Organization for Migration (IOM 
Ghana) 

▪ Role: Provides reintegration support, 
including ID recovery assistance. 

▪ Covers administrative fees and coordinates 
with NIA for expedited processing. 

▪ Programs: Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration (AVRR). 

▪ Contact: Website: https://ghana.iom.int 

▪ Phone: +233 (0)302 742 930 

▪ Email: iomaccra@iom.int 

2. National Identification Authority (NIA) 

▪ Role: Official body for issuing and renewing 
Ghana Cards. 

▪ Works with Ghana Immigration Service to 
verify identity for deported nationals. 

▪ Contact: Website: https://nia.gov.gh 

▪ Phone: +233 (0)302 738 333 

3. Ghana Immigration Service 

▪ Role: Handles initial screening and identity 
verification upon arrival. 

▪ Issues temporary documentation if needed. 

▪ Contact: Website: https://home.gis.gov.gh 

▪ Phone: +233 (0)302 224 445 

4. Local NGOs and Civil Society Groups 

▪ Human Rights Advocacy Centre (HRAC): 
Provides legal aid and advocacy for deported 
individuals. 

▪ Website: https://hracghana.org 

▪ Migrants Rights Network Ghana: Focuses on 
reintegration and ID recovery awareness 
campaigns. 

▪ Contact via social media or local offices. 

5. Ghana Legal Aid Commission 

▪ Role: Offers free or subsidized legal 
assistance for affidavits and rights 
enforcement. 

▪ Contact: Website: https://legalaid.gov.gh 

Support Offered 

▪ Fee Waivers: NGOs often cover costs for 
affidavits and ID replacement. 

▪ Mobile Registration Units: Some NGOs 
deploy these in rural areas. 

▪ Awareness Campaigns: Guidance on steps 
and required documents. 

https://ghana.iom.int/
https://nia.gov.gh/
https://home.gis.gov.gh/
https://hracghana.org/
https://legalaid.gov.gh/
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9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Individuals deported to Ghana do not 
automatically acquire a regular immigration status 
upon arrival. Their legal position is governed 
primarily by the Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573), 
which provides for appeals against deportation 
orders but does not guarantee socio-economic 
rights post-deportation. Deportees may seek 
judicial remedies such as Habeas Corpus or 
injunctions through the Human Rights Division of 
the High Court, as guaranteed under Articles 12–
33 of the 1992 Constitution. These constitutional 
provisions protect fundamental rights, including 
personal liberty and administrative justice. 

Access to legal representation is theoretically 
available under the Legal Aid Commission Act, 
but in practice, capacity constraints and lack of 
awareness limit its effectiveness. A recent 
development, the Deportee Reception and 
Protection Act (Act 1123), reportedly mandates 
legal access within 48 hours of detention, though 
implementation remains inconsistent. 

Case Example: 
Oliver Barker-Vormawor & 11 West Africans v. 
Attorney General & Others (2025) tested 
enforcement of Articles 14 and 23 but was struck 
out because deportees were removed before 
ruling, highlighting weak interim relief 
enforcement. 

In summary: Deportees have limited procedural 
safeguards and no guaranteed socio-economic 
rights post-deportation. While judicial and 
administrative remedies exist, enforcement is 
weak and often inaccessible. 

Sources: 

visaverge.com; ghanasentinel.com 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

1. Diaspora Affairs Ghana (DAGh) 
(https://diasporaadvocacygh.org/in-country-
help/) 

Mission: 
To foster a sustainable and mutually beneficial 
relationship between Ghana and its diaspora 
community for socio-economic development. 

Services & Resources Provided: 

▪ Pre-arrival support: Visa assistance, cultural 
orientation, airport transportation. 

▪ Relocation assistance: Help with housing, 
schools, jobs, and financial advice. 

▪ Transitional support: Counseling, support 
groups, and resource connections. 

▪ Residency support: Guidance on obtaining 
legal residency and understanding rights. 

▪ Cultural integration: Language learning, 
adoption into Ghanaian families, heritage 
tours. (objective, unclear on results) 

Impact: 

▪ Facilitated successful reintegration of 
numerous diasporans. 

▪ Created a comprehensive database of 
resources for returnees. 

▪ Partnered with businesses to provide 
employment and training. 

2. SEWA Foundation (in collaboration with 
Ghana Immigration Service) ** this seems like 
a good place to look into, but could not find a 
main website for them** **may have religious 
affiliation** 

Mission: 
To promote safe migration and support deported 
individuals through reintegration programs. 

Services & Resources Provided: 

▪ Migration Information Centre for Returnees at 
Kotoka International Airport. 

▪ Support during deportation arrival: 
Counseling, documentation, and orientation. 

▪ Advocacy for safe migration practices. 

https://diasporaadvocacygh.org/in-country-help/)
https://diasporaadvocacygh.org/in-country-help/)
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Impact: 

▪ Assisted over 12,646 deported Ghanaians 
from 2020 to 2024. 

▪ Organized events to raise awareness and 
promote safe migration. 

▪ Provided gender-specific support (e.g., 8,186 
males and 4,459 females deported). 

Partnerships: 

▪ Ghana Airports Company Limited 

▪ Ghana Immigration Service 

▪ Other civil society organizations 

https://www.facebook.com/sewafoundationghana/ 

https://gna.org.gh/2024/12/over-12000-ghanaian-
deported-globally-since-2020/ 

Legal Aid Commission, Ghana (privacy setting 
would not allow me to access their main website, 
so have limited data, below is Facebook link) 
https://www.facebook.com/lacghana/ 

There are several entities that look more like 
travel-related places, but may have helpful 
information, such as: African Diaspora Resource 
Centre Ghana 
(https://ghana.africandiasporagroup.com/about/) 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

There does not seem to be specific legal right to 
free or state-supported legal aid for deported 
individuals. 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Eligibility Under Ghanaian Law: 

Ghana’s Refugee Law, 1992 (PNDCL 305D) 
incorporates the 1951 UN Refugee Convention 
and its 1967 Protocol. It provides that anyone who 
claims refugee status-even if they entered illegally 

or were transferred from another country-must be 
protected while their claim is assessed. 

▪ Section 1 enshrines the principle of non-
refoulement, prohibiting Ghana from expelling 
or returning a refugee to a territory where 
their life or freedom would be threatened. 

▪ Section 2 states that a person claiming to be 
a refugee who enters or is present illegally 
shall not be detained or penalized merely for 
illegal entry while their claim is pending. 
[visaverge.com] 

This means deportees arriving in Ghana can seek 
asylum if they fear persecution in their country of 
origin. 

Case Law Illustrating This: 

▪ Margaret Banful & Henry Nana Boakye v. 
Attorney General (Supreme Court): The Court 
held that international agreements, including 
those governing deportations, require 
parliamentary ratification under Article 75 of 
the 1992 Constitution. This reinforces that 
executive agreements cannot override 
refugee protections. [heconsulting.us] 

▪ Recent Litigation (2025): Ghanaian lawyer 
Oliver Barker-Vormawor challenged the 
onward deportation of 11 West African 
asylum-seekers transferred from the U.S. to 
Ghana. Eight had active U.S. court orders 
protecting them from return due to risk of 
torture. Ghana deported them anyway, raising 
allegations of non-refoulement violations. U.S. 
Judge Tanya Chutkan noted Ghana’s actions 
appeared to breach international treaties on 
torture and refugee protection, though she 
lacked jurisdiction to stop Ghana. 
[3.127.218.51], [ugspace.ug.edu.gh] 

These cases show that while Ghanaian law allows 
deportees to claim asylum, enforcement has been 
inconsistent, especially under third-country 
deportation deals. 

Comparison with UNHCR Standards: 

The UNHCR Handbook and Guidelines affirm 
that: 

▪ Any person outside their country of origin who 
fears persecution qualifies for refugee status, 
regardless of how they arrived, including 
deportation. 

https://www.facebook.com/sewafoundationghana/
https://gna.org.gh/2024/12/over-12000-ghanaian-deported-globally-since-2020/
https://gna.org.gh/2024/12/over-12000-ghanaian-deported-globally-since-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/lacghana/
https://ghana.africandiasporagroup.com/about/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://heconsulting.us/top-10-international-ngos-transforming-lives-in-ghana-comprehensive-profiles/
https://3.127.218.51/2025/03/13/plans-for-reintegration-of-ghanaian-deportees-announced-by-minister-ablakwa/
https://ugspace.ug.edu.gh/items/7106ba0b-cbb0-4857-afda-76229eb4456d
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▪ States must uphold non-refoulement, even for 
deportees or those transferred under bilateral 
agreements. 

▪ Fair and efficient asylum procedures, access 
to legal counsel, and protection from arbitrary 
detention are essential. 

Key Difference: Ghana’s law aligns with UNHCR 
standards on paper, but recent onward removals 
of asylum-seekers under U.S.-Ghana agreements 
have violated these principles, creating tension 
between domestic law, international obligations, 
and actual practice. [diasporaad...cacygh.org] 

Deported individuals are legally eligible for asylum 
in Ghana, and Ghana’s statutes mirror UNHCR 
standards. However, recent cases reveal gaps 
between law and practice, with onward 
deportations breaching non-refoulement and 
UNHCR guidelines. 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

Yes, there are legal education and rights-
awareness programs available for deported 
individuals in Ghana, though they are mostly 
NGO-driven with some government collaboration. 

Here’s a compiled list of active legal education 
and rights-awareness programs for deported 
individuals in Ghana, including contact details and 
participation steps: 

1. International Organization for Migration (IOM 
Ghana) 

▪ Program: Reintegration Orientation Sessions 

▪ Focus: Rights awareness, ID recovery steps, 
access to social services. 

▪ How to Participate: Register through IOM 
Ghana offices or partner NGOs. 

▪ Contact: Website: https://ghana.iom.int 

▪ Phone: +233 (0)302 742 930 

▪ Email: iomaccra@iom.int 

2. Human Rights Advocacy Centre (HRAC) 

▪ Program: Community Legal Education 
Workshops 

▪ Focus: Constitutional rights, legal aid access, 
protection against unlawful detention. 

▪ How to Participate: Attend scheduled 
sessions in Accra or regional hubs. 

▪ Contact: Website: https://hracghana.org 

▪ Phone: +233 (0)302 740 701 

3. Migrants Rights Network Ghana 

▪ Program: Rights Awareness Campaigns 

▪ Focus: Reintegration support, ID recovery 
guidance, social service access. 

▪ How to Participate: Follow social media 
updates or contact local offices for event 
schedules. 

▪ Contact: Facebook: Migrants Rights 
Network Ghana 

▪ Email: info@migrantsrightsgh.org 

4. Ghana Legal Aid Commission 

▪ Program: Public Education Outreach 

▪ Focus: Legal aid eligibility, filing affidavits, 
rights enforcement. 

▪ How to Participate: Visit Legal Aid offices 
or attend outreach events. 

▪ Contact: Website: https://legalaid.gov.gh 

▪ Phone: +233 (0)302 662 691 

Delivery Channels 

▪ In-person workshops at reintegration centers. 

▪ Radio and social media campaigns targeting 
rural communities. 

▪ Printed guides distributed during reintegration 
programs. 

Effectiveness of these legal education and rights-
awareness programs for deported individuals in 
Ghana varies, and here’s what research and NGO 
reports indicate: 

1. Positive Outcomes 

▪ Improved Awareness: Participants report 
better understanding of constitutional rights 
and ID recovery steps. 

▪ Higher Uptake of Legal Aid: Programs linked 
to NGOs like IOM and HRAC have increased 
applications for legal aid and affidavits. 

▪ Faster Reintegration: Orientation sessions 
often reduce delays in accessing social 
services and ID renewal. 

https://diasporaadvocacygh.org/donate-for-ghana-reintegration-programs/
https://ghana.iom.int/
file:///C:/Users/GSMFGA/Desktop/CASE5377446/iomaccra@iom.int
https://hracghana.org/
mailto:info@migrantsrightsgh.org
https://legalaid.gov.gh/
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2. Limitations 

▪ Coverage Gaps: Programs are concentrated 
in urban areas (Accra, Kumasi), leaving rural 
returnees underserved. 

▪ Funding Constraints: Many initiatives depend 
on donor support, making them inconsistent. 

▪ Language Barriers: Limited translation into 
local languages reduces impact for non-
English speakers. 

3. NGO Evaluations 

▪ IOM Ghana reports moderate success in 
reintegration when legal education is 
combined with economic support. 

▪ HRAC notes low participation rates in rural 
areas due to lack of outreach and 
transportation costs. 

4. Recommendations for Improvement 

▪ Scale up mobile outreach units for rural 
communities. 

▪ Integrate rights education into official 
reintegration packages. 

▪ Provide materials in local languages and use 
radio for wider reach. 

These programs are funded through a mix of 
international donors, NGOs, and limited 
government support: 

1. International Sponsors 

▪ IOM Ghana Programs: Funded primarily by 
European Union (EU), Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), and 
German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 

▪ Often tied to Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration (AVRR) projects. 

2. NGO Funding 

▪ Human Rights Advocacy Centre (HRAC): 
Receives grants from Open Society Initiative 
for West Africa (OSIWA) and other human 
rights donors. 

▪ Migrants Rights Network Ghana: Supported 
by regional migration advocacy funds and 
small-scale donor contributions. 

3. Government Contribution 

▪ Ghana Legal Aid Commission: State-funded 
but with limited budget, so outreach programs 
rely heavily on NGO partnerships. 

▪ Ghana Immigration Service: Provides 
logistical support for awareness sessions at 
entry points, but not direct funding for 
reintegration education. 

4. Delivery Partnerships 

▪ Many programs operate under public-private 
partnerships, where NGOs handle 
implementation and donors provide financial 
backing. 

Most of these programs are not consistently 
available in multiple languages, which is one of 
the major gaps NGOs have identified. 

Current Language Coverage 

▪ IOM Ghana: Provides materials mainly in 
English, with occasional translations into Twi 
and Ewe for community outreach. 

▪ HRAC and Migrants Rights Network: Some 
workshops use interpreters for local 
languages, but printed guides are mostly in 
English. 

▪ Legal Aid Commission: Public education 
sessions are usually in English; regional 
offices may use local dialects informally. 

Challenges 

▪ Limited Translation: Few programs offer 
structured multilingual content. 

▪ Impact on Rural Returnees: Non-English 
speakers often miss critical legal information. 

▪ NGO Recommendations: Expand 
translations into major Ghanaian 
languages (Twi, Ewe, Ga, Dagbani). 

Use radio broadcasts in local languages for wider 
reach. 
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Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

No Formal U.S.-Ghana Program for Belongings 

Currently, there is no official bilateral program 
between the U.S. and Ghana specifically 
designed to help deported individuals reclaim 
personal belongings left behind. Deportation does 
not legally strip property rights, but practical 
challenges make recovery difficult. 

NGO and Advocacy Support 

▪ No More Deaths / No Más Muertes: 
Provides guidance and sometimes logistical 
help for recovering detained money and 
belongings. Their best practices include 
mailing property or safeguarding it until 
delivery is possible 

▪ Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) & 
National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC): 
Offer legal advice and advocacy for deported 
individuals, including property recovery 
strategies. 

Confiscation During Detention: 
Reports show that up to 66.5% of deported 
individuals had belongings retained by authorities, 
and many never recovered all items. 

Sources: 

Best Practices.docx 

Do You Lose Ownership of US Property After 
Deportation? 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

The legal framework for deported individuals from 
the United States who return to Ghana is limited 
when it comes to recovering property, wages, or 
financial assets. While bilateral agreements exist 
between the U.S. and Ghana, they primarily 
address deportation logistics rather than financial 
restitution. 

Bilateral Agreements: 
In 2025, the U.S. and Ghana signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the 
repatriation and temporary hosting of West 
African nationals. This agreement allows Ghana 
to accept deportees, including non-Ghanaian 
West Africans, under exceptional circumstances. 
However, the MoU was not ratified by Ghana’s 
Parliament, making it politically binding but not 
enforceable under Ghanaian law. Importantly, 
these agreements do not include provisions for 
property or asset recovery; they focus solely on 
deportation procedures and compliance with 
ECOWAS free movement protocols (source: 
GhanaWeb, CitiNewsRoom). [legalclarity.org], 
[enpareja.com] 

Success Rates: 
Recovering property or wages after deportation is 
legally possible under U.S. law, as deportation 
does not revoke ownership rights. However, 
practical challenges are significant. Studies show 
that approximately 66.5% of deported individuals 
lose access to belongings during deportation, and 
many face barriers to managing assets remotely 
without prior arrangements such as granting 
Power of Attorney (source: Migration Policy 
Institute). For unpaid wages, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA) protects all workers 
regardless of immigration status, meaning 
deported individuals can file claims through the 
U.S. Department of Labor or civil courts. 
Nonetheless, success rates are low without legal 
representation, and there is no official data on 
recovery outcomes (source: U.S. Department of 
Labor guidance). [freedomfor...grants.org] 

Legal Aid Provided: 
Legal assistance is available primarily through 
non-profit organizations and pro bono networks. 
Before deportation, individuals can access free 
legal services listed by the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review (EOIR). After deportation, 
groups such as the Legal Aid Society and 
Freedom for Immigrants offer remote support for 
wage claims and asset recovery. These 
organizations often help with filing claims, 
granting Power of Attorney, and connecting 
deportees to U.S.-based attorneys. However, 
most programs focus on immigration defense 
before removal rather than post-deportation 
financial recovery, making access from Ghana 
limited and dependent on remote arrangements 
(source: EOIR, Freedom for Immigrants). 
[afriktimes.info], [saharareporters.com], 
[justice.gov] 

https://nomoredeaths.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Best-Practices-recovery1.pdf
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://legalclarity.org/deportation-and-property-ownership-what-happens-to-assets/
https://www.enpareja.com/en/news/What-Happens-to-My-Assets-in-the-U.S.-if-Im-Deported-20250130-0012.html
https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/resources
https://afriktimes.info/2025/09/11/diplomacy-ghana-agrees-to-accept-u-s-deportees-under-bilateral-agreement/
https://saharareporters.com/2025/09/11/ghana-confirms-receipt-nigerians-several-other-west-africans-deported-us-under-bilateral
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
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3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

Memorandum of Understanding on Repatriation 
and Temporary Hosting of West African Nationals 
(2025) 

▪ Parties: Government of Ghana and 
Government of the United States. 

▪ Purpose: Ghana agrees to: 

▪ Accept deportees from the U.S. 

▪ Temporarily host certain West African 
nationals deported from the U.S., even if 
they are not Ghanaian citizens. 

▪ Scope: Includes individuals from other 
ECOWAS countries (e.g., Nigeria, Gambia) 
who cannot be returned directly to their home 
countries. 

▪ Legal Status: The MoU was signed by the 
Executive but not ratified by Ghana’s 
Parliament, raising constitutional 
concerns under Article 75 of Ghana’s 
1992 Constitution, which requires 
parliamentary approval for international 
agreements. 

▪ Humanitarian Basis: Ghana’s Foreign Minister 
stated the agreement was based on pan-
African solidarity and humanitarian principles, 
not financial compensation 

Key Provisions of the MoU 

▪ Reception and Hosting: Ghana undertakes to 
receive deportees and provide temporary 
accommodation. 

▪ Transit and Resettlement: Ghana may 
facilitate onward travel for non-Ghanaian 
nationals to their home countries. 

▪ No Financial Incentives: Ghana explicitly 
denies receiving monetary benefits for 
participation. 

▪ Compliance with ECOWAS Protocols: Ghana 
cites obligations under the ECOWAS Free 
Movement Protocol to justify hosting West 
African nationals for up to 90 days. 

Controversies and Legal Challenges 

▪ Constitutional Challenge: Critics argue the 
MoU violates Article 75 because it was not 
ratified by Parliament, making it 
unenforceable under Ghanaian law. 

▪ Human Rights Concerns: Reports indicate 
deportees were later transferred to 
neighboring countries (e.g., Togo, Nigeria), 
raising questions about due process and 
protection against persecution. 

Ghana.GOV | The Judicial Service of Ghana 
(judicial page not found) 

Centro de Información sobre la Migración se 
inaugura en la región de Brong Ahafo de Ghana | 
International Organization for Migration 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Core International and Regional Instruments 
Ghana Has Ratified 

Ghana is legally bound by several treaties and 
protocols that govern the treatment of migrants 
and deportees: 

▪ International Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families (ICRMW) - 
Ratified in 2000. Requires humane treatment 
and protection of rights during return and 
reintegration. 

▪ Convention Against Torture (CAT) - Ratified 
in 2000. Prohibits returning individuals to 
countries where they risk torture or inhumane 
treatment (principle of non-refoulement) 

▪ UN Refugee Convention - Upholds non-
refoulement and protection against 
persecution 

▪ ECOWAS Free Movement Protocol - 
Guarantees regional mobility and obliges 
Ghana to respect rights of West African 
nationals during repatriation. 

▪ Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration (GCM) - Ghana is a 
champion country, committing to safe, 
dignified, and rights-based migration 
governance. 

https://www.ghana.gov.gh/mdas/e4decc5974/
https://www.iom.int/es/news/centro-de-informacion-sobre-la-migracion-se-inaugura-en-la-region-de-brong-ahafo-de-ghana
https://www.iom.int/es/news/centro-de-informacion-sobre-la-migracion-se-inaugura-en-la-region-de-brong-ahafo-de-ghana
https://www.iom.int/es/news/centro-de-informacion-sobre-la-migracion-se-inaugura-en-la-region-de-brong-ahafo-de-ghana
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Domestic Constitutional Alignment 

▪ Article 75 of Ghana’s 1992 Constitution 
requires parliamentary ratification of any 
international agreement imposing obligations 
on Ghana. Failure to do so (as in the recent 
U.S.-Ghana MoU) raises constitutional and 
human rights concerns 

Sources: 

Commission on Human Rights and Administrative 
Justice 

CHRAJ calls for ‘humane and dignified’ approach 
in repatriation of undocumented migrants | 
GhHeadlines Total News Total Information 

A_HRC_WG.6_42_GHA_2_Ghana_Annex.pdf 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Ghana’s consulates in the U.S. play a critical but 
limited role in supporting deported nationals both 
before removal and after arrival. Ghana’s 
consulates in the U.S. do not provide direct legal 
aid to deported nationals. Their role is primarily 
administrative and diplomatic, not legal 
representation. Based on internal guidance and 
official protocols: 

1. Pre-Removal Support 

▪ Identity Verification: 
Consulates confirm citizenship status and 
issue Emergency Travel Certificates when 
deportees lack valid passports. 

▪ Consular Assistance: Provide information on 
rights and deportation procedures. 

▪ Liaise with U.S. immigration authorities to 
ensure humane treatment during detention 
and transport. 

▪ Legal Aid: Consulates generally do not 
provide direct legal representation, but they 
may refer individuals to NGOs or legal aid 
organizations. 

2. Post-Removal Support 

▪ Repatriation Coordination: Consulates 
coordinate with Ghana Immigration Service 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to ensure 
smooth reintegration. 

▪ Family Notification: They assist in notifying 
families and arranging communication prior to 
arrival. 

▪ Referral to Reintegration Programs: Some 
consulates work with IOM Ghana and local 
NGOs to connect deportees to housing, 
mental health, and ID recovery services. 

Sources: 

▪ https://home.gis.gov.gh 

▪ https://mfa.gov.gh 

▪ https://ghana.iom.int 

Alternative Support 

▪ NGO Partnerships: Consulates often refer 
deportees to IOM Ghana or HRAC for legal 
aid and reintegration support. 

▪ Legal Aid Commission: Offers free or 
subsidized legal services for Ghanaian 
citizens, including deported individuals. 

Families of deported nationals receive some 
support, but it is limited and mostly facilitated 
through NGOs and informal consular assistance 
rather than structured government programs. 

1. Consular Role 

▪ Notification & Communication: 
Ghana’s consulates in the U.S. often help 
notify families about deportation and arrange 
communication before removal. 

▪ No Direct Financial Aid: 
Consulates do not provide financial 
assistance to families. 

2. NGO Support 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM 
Ghana): Offers reintegration packages that 
sometimes include family counseling and 
livelihood support. 

▪ Local NGOs (e.g., HRAC, Migrants Rights 
Network): Provide psychosocial support and 
legal education for families affected by 
deportation. 

3. Government Programs 

▪ Limited Formal Assistance: 
Ghana does not have a dedicated state 
program for family support during deportation. 

▪ Indirect Support: 
Families may benefit from reintegration 

https://chraj.gov.gh/
https://chraj.gov.gh/
https://news.ghheadlines.com/agency/3news/20250521/168368647/chraj-calls-for-humane-and-dignified-approach-in-repatriation-of-undocumented-migrants
https://news.ghheadlines.com/agency/3news/20250521/168368647/chraj-calls-for-humane-and-dignified-approach-in-repatriation-of-undocumented-migrants
https://news.ghheadlines.com/agency/3news/20250521/168368647/chraj-calls-for-humane-and-dignified-approach-in-repatriation-of-undocumented-migrants
https://upr-info.org/sites/default/files/country-document/2023-02/A_HRC_WG.6_42_GHA_2_Ghana_Annex.pdf
https://home.gis.gov.gh/
https://mfa.gov.gh/
https://ghana.iom.int/
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programs if the deported individual is 
enrolled. 

4. Gaps Identified 

▪ Lack of structured family counseling and 
financial assistance. 

▪ NGOs recommend integrating family support 
into official reintegration packages. 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

Between January and August 2025, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
deported 312 Ghanaians. However, some of 
these individuals may have been deported to 
other countries than Ghana. 

In June 2025, Government of Ghana has 
confirmed that 188 of its nationals have been 
earmarked for deportation by the United States. 
Out of these 188, 56 individuals have already 
been returned to Ghana, as follows: (i) 14 
individuals were deported in September 2025 and 
42 were deported in October 2025. 

Sources: 

188 Ghanaians to be deported from U.S., 
Government confirms* 

Deportees sent to Ghana by Trump administration 
dispute release claims | AP News 

Return to Nowhere: African Migrants and U.S. 
Deportation to Ghana 

Deportees’ Abuse Claims Tarnishing Ghana’s 
Image - The Ghanaian Chronicle 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

The most likely primary entry point is Kotoka 
International Airport (Accra), as it is Ghana’s main 
international hub. 

Secondary airports (e.g., Kumasi International 
Airport) might be involved, but this typically 

depends on government agreements and 
logistical capacity. 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

▪ Accra - The capital city and main hub for 
international arrivals, including deportation 
flights. 

▪ Kumasi - A major urban center in the Ashanti 
Region, often involved in reintegration 
programs. 

▪ Takoradi/Sekondi - Key cities in the Western 
Region with economic opportunities. 

▪ Tamale - Northern Ghana’s largest city, 
sometimes included in government or NGO 
reintegration efforts. 

These cities are commonly referenced in 
reintegration and support programs because they 
have infrastructure, job markets, and NGO 
presence. 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

14 and 42 individuals were deported in 
September 2025 and October 2025, respectively. 
None of them were citizens of Ghana and it has 
been reported that they have since been sent 
back to their respective home country. It was 
reported that the deportees were Nigerians, 
Liberians, Togolese, Gambians, and Malians. 

Sources: 

What to know about the US deportations to non-
citizen African countries | AP News 

Immigrants deported from US to Ghana are sent 
home, where lawyers say some could face torture 
| CNN Politics 

https://www.gbcghanaonline.com/general-news/188-ghanaians-to-be-deported-from-u-s-government-confirms/2025/#google_vignette
https://www.gbcghanaonline.com/general-news/188-ghanaians-to-be-deported-from-u-s-government-confirms/2025/#google_vignette
https://apnews.com/article/ghana-deportations-africa-trump-us-3f0c4fc8f6c43e9574a6a6a6cf52a1c0
https://apnews.com/article/ghana-deportations-africa-trump-us-3f0c4fc8f6c43e9574a6a6a6cf52a1c0
https://www.visaverge.com/news/return-to-nowhere-african-migrants-and-u-s-deportation-to-ghana/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/return-to-nowhere-african-migrants-and-u-s-deportation-to-ghana/
https://thechronicle.com.gh/deportees-abuse-claims-tarnishing-ghanas-image/
https://thechronicle.com.gh/deportees-abuse-claims-tarnishing-ghanas-image/
https://apnews.com/article/ghana-migrants-deportation-us-trump-africa-747ad0f69d8b5bf1db9dfc8ea8f527ec
https://apnews.com/article/ghana-migrants-deportation-us-trump-africa-747ad0f69d8b5bf1db9dfc8ea8f527ec
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/15/politics/immigrants-ghana-us-lawyers
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/15/politics/immigrants-ghana-us-lawyers
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/15/politics/immigrants-ghana-us-lawyers
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5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

The main legal and administrative grounds for 
deportation to Ghana are outlined in the 
Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573) and related 
regulations, as well as recent enforcement 
practices. 

1. Immigration Violations 

▪ Visa Overstay: Non-citizens who remain in 
Ghana beyond the permitted duration of their 
visa are subject to deportation. This is one of 
the most common grounds for removal. 
[generisonline.com] 

▪ Unlawful Entry: Entering Ghana without 
proper documentation or authorization can 
lead to immediate deportation. 
[generisonline.com] 

2. Criminal Convictions 

▪ Individuals convicted of crimes-especially 
serious offenses-are at high risk of 
deportation. Recent U.S. deportations to 
Ghana have prioritized those with criminal 
records, including drug-related and violent 
crimes. [visaverge.com] 

▪ Ghana may also refuse entry or deport 
individuals with certain criminal histories 
under its immigration regulations. 
[stateregstoday.com] 

3. National Security or Public Safety Concerns 

▪ Persons deemed threats to national security 
or public order can be deported under 
Ghanaian law. This includes suspected 
involvement in terrorism or organized crime. 
[gis.gov.gh] 

4. Administrative Detention and Border 
Enforcement 

▪ Ghana does not have dedicated immigration 
detention centers but uses military camps and 
prisons for holding migrants prior to 
deportation. Detention often occurs when 
individuals are awaiting removal or have been 
summarily expelled across borders. 
[globaldete...roject.org] 

5. International Deportation Agreements 

▪ Deportations from other countries (e.g., the 
U.S.) to Ghana often cite visa overstays and 
criminal convictions as primary reasons. 
These removals are governed by bilateral 
agreements, though some have raised 
constitutional concerns under Ghana’s 1992 
Constitution. [visaverge.com], 
[myjoyonline.com] 

The U.S. and Ghana approach deportations from 
very different perspectives-legal, political, and 
humanitarian. 

1. U.S. Perspective 

▪ Enforcement-Driven: U.S. deportations 
prioritize immigration law compliance, 
focusing on visa overstays, undocumented 
status, and criminal convictions. Recent 
policies (e.g., the Global Enforcement 
Initiative) have increased removals of 
individuals with criminal records and those 
flagged as security risks. [visaverge.com] 

▪ Deterrence Strategy: Deportation is seen as a 
tool to deter illegal immigration and maintain 
border security. The U.S. has also expanded 
third-country deportations, sending non-
Ghanaian nationals to Ghana under informal 
arrangements, which critics call a workaround 
to asylum protections. [dctransparency.com] 

▪ Executive Authority: Decisions often rely on 
executive orders and DHS priorities, with 
limited judicial oversight. Courts have raised 
concerns about compliance with international 
conventions (e.g., Refugee Convention, 
Convention Against Torture). 
[dctransparency.com] 

2. Ghana’s Perspective 

▪ Constitutional & Sovereignty Concerns: 
Ghana’s 1992 Constitution requires 
parliamentary ratification for international 
agreements. The U.S.-Ghana deportation 
MoU bypassed this, sparking legal challenges 
and claims of constitutional violations. 
[jurist.org], [dw.com] 

▪ Humanitarian Framing: Ghana publicly frames 
its acceptance of deportees as Pan-African 
solidarity, not endorsement of U.S. 
immigration policy. Officials argue they are 
helping fellow Africans, but critics see this as 
diplomatic compromise under U.S. pressure. 
[dw.com] 

Capacity & Rights Issues: Ghana struggles with 
reintegration and rights protection. Reports cite 

https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-ghana/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-ghana/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://www.stateregstoday.com/government-forms/travelling-from-the-u-s-with-a-criminal-record-to-ghana
https://www.gis.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Legal-Handbook-2016.pdf
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/africa/ghana
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://www.myjoyonline.com/the-us-ghana-deportation-agreement-and-article-75-of-the-1992-constitution-a-constitutional-and-theoretical-appraisal/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://dctransparency.com/us-deportation-policies-exploit-ghana-as-a-dumping-ground-for-migrants/
https://dctransparency.com/us-deportation-policies-exploit-ghana-as-a-dumping-ground-for-migrants/
https://www.jurist.org/features/2025/11/11/explainer-does-ghanas-deportation-deal-with-the-us-breach-constitutional-procedure/
https://www.dw.com/en/ghana-faces-growing-criticism-over-us-deportee-agreement/a-74139561
https://www.dw.com/en/ghana-faces-growing-criticism-over-us-deportee-agreement/a-74139561
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prolonged detention, poor conditions in military 
camps, and even secondary deportations to 
neighboring countries-raising human rights 
concerns. [visaverge.com], [faf.ae] 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

Ghana does not have a law that explicitly requires 
the government to publish or publicly report 
deportation data. Here’s what the legal framework 
says: 

1. Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573) 

▪ This is the primary legislation governing 
deportation in Ghana. It outlines: 

▪ Grounds for deportation (e.g., illegal 
entry, overstaying, criminal activity). 

▪ Procedures for issuing deportation orders 
and appeals. 

However, Act 573 does not mandate public 
disclosure of deportation statistics or agreements. 
It focuses on operational and enforcement 
aspects rather than transparency requirements. 
[ghalii.org] 

2. Immigration Service Act, 2016 (Act 908) 

▪ Gives the Ghana Immigration Service 
authority to manage migration and advise on 
international cooperation. 

▪ It does not impose obligations for publishing 
deportation figures. [ghanaweb.com] 

3. Right to Information Act, 2019 (Act 989) 

▪ Citizens can request access to government-
held information, including deportation data, 
but this is on-demand disclosure, not 
proactive publication. [dataprotec...ion.org.gh] 

4. Practice and Reality 

▪ Deportation numbers are sometimes shared 
in press releases or at public events (e.g., 
International Migrants Day), but this is policy-
driven, not legally required. For example, the 
Ghana Immigration Service disclosed that 
over 12,000 Ghanaians were deported 
globally since 2020 during a public event. 
[gna.org.gh] 

▪ Recent controversies (e.g., Ghana-US 
deportation agreement) show that 
transparency often depends on court rulings 
or civil society pressure rather than statutory 
obligations. [dennislawnews.com] 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

Based on Ghana’s legal and institutional 
framework, the following agencies are responsible 
for collecting and, in some cases, publishing 
deportation data: 

1. Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) 

▪ Legal Basis: Immigration Act, 2000 (Act 573) 
and Immigration Service Act, 2016 (Act 908). 

▪ Role: GIS is the primary agency mandated to 
enforce immigration laws, including 
deportation orders. It collects all operational 
data on deportations and removals. 

▪ Reporting: GIS occasionally publishes 
deportation figures during official events (e.g., 
International Migrants Day) or through press 
releases. For example, GIS disclosed that 
over 12,000 Ghanaians were deported 
globally since 2020. [gna.org.gh], 
[en.wikipedia.org] 

▪ Strategic Plan: GIS has a communication and 
reporting plan in its 2023-2029 Strategic Plan, 
but this is policy-driven, not a statutory 
obligation for public disclosure. [gis.gov.gh] 

2. Ministry of the Interior 

▪ Legal Basis: Supervises GIS and oversees 
national security and immigration 
enforcement. 

▪ Role: Handles policy coordination and 
sometimes issues statements on deportation 
operations. It is legally responsible for 
oversight but not explicitly required to publish 
deportation statistics. [superlawgh.com] 

3. Migration Information Centre (Kotoka 
International Airport) 

▪ Role: Operates under GIS and manages data 
on returnees and deportees arriving in 
Ghana. It provides figures during public 
events but does not have a statutory mandate 
for proactive publication. [gna.org.gh] 

https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://www.faf.ae/home/2025/9/25/ghanas-deportations-controversy-us-deportees
https://ghalii.org/akn/gh/act/2000/573/eng@2000-02-11
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Ghana-s-Deportation-Deal-with-the-US-What-the-law-says-2007142
https://dataprotection.org.gh/documents/
https://gna.org.gh/2024/12/over-12000-ghanaian-deported-globally-since-2020/
https://dennislawnews.com/article/supreme-court-orders-written-arguments-on-ghana-us-deportation-agreement-disclosure
https://gna.org.gh/2024/12/over-12000-ghanaian-deported-globally-since-2020/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegal_immigration_to_Ghana
https://gis.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/GIS-STRATEGIC-PLAN-2023-2029.pdf
https://superlawgh.com/ministerial-might-vs-migrant-rights-is-bombellis-shadow-still-blocking-fair-deportation-hearings-in-ghana/
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4. Data Protection Commission (DPC) 

▪ Legal Basis: Data Protection Act, 2012 (Act 
843). 

▪ Role: Regulates how personal data (including 
deportation records) is collected and 
processed. It does not publish deportation 
statistics but ensures compliance with privacy 
standards. [dataprotec...ion.org.gh] 

5. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional 
Integration 

▪ Role: Involved in bilateral deportation 
agreements and diplomatic coordination. It 
may release information on deportation 
arrangements but is not legally mandated to 
publish statistics. [myjoyonline.com] 

Summary: 

▪ Primary collector: Ghana Immigration Service 
(GIS). 

▪ Oversight: Ministry of the Interior. 

▪ Data compliance: Data Protection 
Commission. 

▪ Occasional disclosure: Migration Information 
Centre and Ministry of Foreign Affairs (policy-
driven, not legally required). 

Ghana’s agencies do coordinate on migration and 
deportation data, but the coordination is policy-
driven rather than mandated by law, and it is often 
supported by international partners. Here’s how it 
works: 

1. Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) and 
Ministry of the Interior 

▪ GIS operates under the Ministry of the 
Interior, which provides oversight and policy 
direction. The Comptroller-General of 
Immigration reports directly to the Minister of 
the Interior, ensuring alignment on 
enforcement and data management. 
[mint.gov.gh], [en.wikipedia.org] 

▪ The GIS Strategic Plan (2023-2029) includes 
a Communication and Reporting Plan and 
emphasizes inter-agency collaboration for 
migration governance. [gis.gov.gh] 

2. National Migration Data Management 
Strategy 

▪ Ghana adopted this strategy in 2017 to 
improve data sharing among agencies. It 
aims to create a centralized migration 
database and involves multiple stakeholders, 

including GIS, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and the Ghana Statistical Service. 
[ghana.iom.int], [statsghana.gov.gh] 

3. Integrated Border Management (IBM) 
Approach 

▪ Projects like Strengthening Border and 
Migration Management in Ghana (SMMIG), 
supported by ICMPD and Denmark, promote 
intra- and inter-agency cooperation. This 
includes coordination between GIS, law 
enforcement, and ministries for data collection 
and reporting. [icmpd.org] 

4. Role of International Partners 

▪ IOM Ghana and ICMPD provide technical 
assistance to reinforce coordination and 
ethical data management practices. 
[ghana.iom.int], [icmpd.org] 

Summary: 

▪ Coordination exists through policy 
frameworks (e.g., National Migration Data 
Management Strategy, GIS Strategic Plan) 
and projects (SMMIG), but no law explicitly 
mandates inter-agency data sharing or joint 
publication of deportation statistics. 

▪ Key actors in coordination: GIS, Ministry of 
the Interior, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ghana 
Statistical Service, and international partners. 

Ghana does not have a fixed schedule for 
publishing deportation data. Instead, the Ghana 
Immigration Service (GIS) and related agencies 
release figures occasionally, usually tied to events 
or press briefings rather than regular reporting. 

Ghana’s deportation data is not independently 
audited in a systematic way. Here’s what the 
evidence shows: 

1. No Formal External Audit of Deportation 
Statistics 

▪ The Ghana Immigration Service (GIS) collects 
and reports deportation figures, but these 
numbers are internally compiled and 
disclosed at events or through press releases. 
There is no legal requirement for independent 
verification or auditing of these figures. 
[gna.org.gh] 

2. Ghana Audit Service 

▪ The Ghana Audit Service audits public 
accounts and government agencies broadly, 
but there is no indication that deportation data 
is part of its routine audits. Its mandate covers 

https://dataprotection.org.gh/compliance/
https://www.myjoyonline.com/the-us-ghana-deportation-agreement-and-article-75-of-the-1992-constitution-a-constitutional-and-theoretical-appraisal/
https://www.mint.gov.gh/agencies/ghana-immigration-service/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghana_Immigration_Service
https://gis.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/GIS-STRATEGIC-PLAN-2023-2029.pdf
https://ghana.iom.int/data-and-resources
https://statsghana.gov.gh/gssmain/fileUpload/pressrelease/Thematic%20Report%20on%20Migration_09032022.pdf
https://www.icmpd.org/our-work/projects/strengthening-border-and-migration-management-in-ghana-smmig
https://ghana.iom.int/data-and-resources
https://www.icmpd.org/our-work/projects/strengthening-border-and-migration-management-in-ghana-smmig
https://gna.org.gh/2024/12/over-12000-ghanaian-deported-globally-since-2020/
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financial and performance audits, not 
migration-specific data accuracy. 
[audit.gov.gh] 

3. International Oversight and Technical Support 

▪ International partners like IOM and ICMPD 
assist Ghana in improving migration data 
management and ethical standards, but this is 
capacity-building, not independent auditing of 
published deportation figures. [ghana.iom.int], 
[gis.gov.gh] 

4. Human Rights Monitoring 

▪ Reports from organizations such as Human 
Rights Watch and Global Detention Project 
highlight concerns about deportation practices 
and transparency, but these are advocacy 
and monitoring efforts, not formal audits of 
statistical accuracy. [globaldete...roject.org], 
[visaverge.com] 

Summary: 

▪ No statutory or institutional mechanism exists 
for independent auditing of deportation data in 
Ghana. 

Verification relies on internal GIS processes, 
occasional civil society scrutiny, and international 
technical support, but not on external audits 
mandated by law. 

8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Yes, deportation data can be requested under 
Ghana’s Right to Information Act, 2019 (Act 989), 
but with some important caveats: 

1. Legal Right to Access 

▪ The RTI Act grants any person the right to 
request information held by a public 
institution, including ministries, departments, 
and agencies such as the Ghana Immigration 
Service (GIS) and the Ministry of the Interior. 
[ghalii.org], [mwhwr.gov.gh] 

▪ Requests can be made without giving a 
reason, and the institution must respond 
within 14 days (or 48 hours for urgent matters 
involving life or liberty). [mwhwr.gov.gh] 

2. Applicability to Deportation Data 

▪ Deportation statistics are considered factual 
or statistical information, which is not exempt 
under the Act. This means you can legally 
request aggregated deportation figures or 
related operational data. [mofaq.gov.gh] 

▪ However, personal details of deportees or 
information that affects national security, law 
enforcement operations, or international 
relations may be exempt under Sections 5-17 
of the Act. [mfwa.org] 

3. Process 

▪ Submit a written or oral request to the 
Information Officer of the relevant agency 
(e.g., GIS or Ministry of the Interior). 

▪ If denied, you can appeal internally and then 
escalate to the Right to Information 
Commission, which oversees compliance. 
[mwhwr.gov.gh], [rtic.gov.gh] 

4. Practical Challenges 

▪ While the law allows access, studies show 
bureaucratic delays and low awareness often 
hinder timely disclosure. Civil society groups 
and journalists frequently assist applicants in 
navigating the process. 

Here’s the official process for requesting 
information under Ghana’s Right to Information 
Act (Act 989), including deportation data from 
agencies like the Ghana Immigration Service: 

Step 1: Identify the Public Institution 

▪ Determine which agency holds the 
information (e.g., Ghana Immigration Service 
for deportation statistics). 

▪ Locate the designated Information Officer for 
that institution. Each ministry or agency has 
one. [mwhwr.gov.gh] 

Step 2: Prepare Your Request 

▪ Requests can be written or oral, but written is 
recommended for tracking. 

▪ Include: 

▪ Your full name and contact details (email, 
postal address, phone). 

▪ Description of the information (be specific: 
e.g., “aggregate deportation statistics for 
2020-2024”). 

https://audit.gov.gh/
https://ghana.iom.int/data-and-resources
https://gis.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/GIS-STRATEGIC-PLAN-2023-2029.pdf
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/africa/ghana
https://www.visaverge.com/news/deportations-to-ghana-legal-fears-of-torture-rise-despite-safeguards/
https://ghalii.org/akn/gh/act/2019/989/eng@2019-05-24
https://mwhwr.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/REQUEST-FOR-INFORMATION-UNDER-THE-RTI-LAW.pdf
https://mwhwr.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/REQUEST-FOR-INFORMATION-UNDER-THE-RTI-LAW.pdf
https://www.mofaq.gov.gh/right-to-information/
https://mfwa.org/issues-in-focus/15-faqs-about-ghanas-right-to-information-law/
https://mwhwr.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/REQUEST-FOR-INFORMATION-UNDER-THE-RTI-LAW.pdf
https://rtic.gov.gh/
https://mwhwr.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/REQUEST-FOR-INFORMATION-UNDER-THE-RTI-LAW.pdf
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▪ Preferred form of access (hard copy, 
electronic copy, inspection). [rti.gov.gh], 
[nia.gov.gh] 

▪ Attach a valid ID (National ID, Passport, 
Voter’s ID, or Driver’s License). [rti.gov.gh] 

Step 3: Submit the Request 

▪ Options: 

▪ Online: RTI Portal (fill out the electronic 
form). 

▪ In person: At the agency’s RTI desk or 
Information Unit. 

▪ By mail/email: Contact details are in each 
institution’s RTI Manual. [rtic.gov.gh] 

Step 4: Response Timeline 

▪ Standard requests: Decision within 14 days. 

▪ Urgent requests (life or liberty): Decision 
within 48 hours. 

▪ The Information Officer may defer for up to 7 
days if consultations are needed. 
[mwhwr.gov.gh] 

Step 5: Fees 

▪ Access is generally free, but fees apply for: 

▪ Translation into another language. 

▪ Physical copies (printing costs). 

▪ Parliament approves fee schedules under 
Section 75 of the Act. [mofaq.gov.gh] 

Step 6: Appeals 

▪ If denied: 

▪ First appeal to the head of the institution. 

▪ Then escalate to the Right to Information 
Commission. 

▪ Further appeal possible in court under 
Sections 31-39 of the Act. 

Yes, RTI requests for deportation data in Ghana 
have been denied, and this is mainly due to 
exemptions and implementation challenges under 
the Right to Information Act (Act 989). Here’s 
what the evidence shows: 

Reasons for Denial 

1. Exempt Information Clauses 

▪ Requests are often refused when they 
involve: 

▪ National security or law enforcement 
operations (Sections 5-17 of Act 989). 

▪ Personal data of deportees, which is 
protected under privacy laws. 

▪ Agencies like the Ghana Immigration Service 
(GIS) may argue that detailed deportation 
records fall under these exemptions. 
[mwhwr.gov.gh], [rti-rating.org] 

2. Information Not Available or Poorly Organized 

▪ Some denials occur because the requested 
data is not compiled in the requested format 
or is claimed to be unavailable. 
[lettersamples.org] 

3. Administrative Delays and Bureaucratic 
Blockages 

▪ Studies show that even non-sensitive 
requests face delays or refusals due to lack of 
trained information officers and entrenched 
administrative culture. [scielo.org.za], 
[modernghana.com] 

Appeal Process 

▪ Applicants can appeal internally and then 
escalate to the RTI Commission, which has 
the mandate to enforce compliance. 

▪ If still denied, judicial review in the High Court 
is possible under Sections 31-39 of the Act. 
[gbcghanaonline.com] 

Practical Reality 

▪ Journalists and civil society groups report that 
requests for migration and deportation 
statistics are among the most frequently 
delayed or denied, especially when they seek 
granular details (e.g., nationality breakdown, 
reasons for deportation). [scielo.org.za] 

Summary: 
Yes, denials happen-mostly due to 
security/privacy exemptions, data unavailability, 
and implementation gaps. Aggregate deportation 
figures are easier to obtain than detailed records. 

appeals are possible under Ghana’s Right to 
Information Act (Act 989) if your request for 
deportation data (or any other information) is 
denied. Here’s how the appeal process works: 

https://rti.gov.gh/
https://nia.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/Request-Right-To-Information-RTI-Request-Form.pdf
https://rti.gov.gh/
https://rti.gov.gh/
https://rtic.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2023-RTIC-INFORMATION-MANUAL-FINAL-UPDATED.pdf
https://mwhwr.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/REQUEST-FOR-INFORMATION-UNDER-THE-RTI-LAW.pdf
https://www.mofaq.gov.gh/right-to-information/
https://mwhwr.gov.gh/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/REQUEST-FOR-INFORMATION-UNDER-THE-RTI-LAW.pdf
https://www.rti-rating.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Ghana.RTI-2019.pdf
https://lettersamples.org/denied-rti-request-write-a-strong-complaint/
https://scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S2077-72132023000200003
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1279866/rti-implementation-still-encounters-challenges.html
https://www.gbcghanaonline.com/general-news/rti-ghana-2/2023/
https://scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S2077-72132023000200003
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Appeal Steps 

1. Internal Review 

▪ First, appeal to the head of the institution that 
denied your request (e.g., Comptroller-
General of Immigration for GIS). 

▪ This must be done within 21 days of receiving 
the denial. 

2. Right to Information Commission 

▪ If the internal review fails, escalate to the RTI 
Commission, which has the authority to: 

▪ Order disclosure of information. 

▪ Impose penalties for non-compliance. 

▪ The Commission must decide within 30 days. 

3. Judicial Review 

▪ If still dissatisfied, you can file an appeal in 
the High Court for enforcement under 
Sections 31-39 of the Act. 

Grounds for Appeal 

▪ Unjustified denial. 

▪ Excessive delay beyond the statutory 
timeline. 

Improper application of exemptions (e.g., claiming 
“national security” without basis). 
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