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Guatemala

Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
US to this country.

Pre-deportation process in the U.S.

Immigration detention: Many Guatemalans are
detained by the Border Patrol or ICE, either for
irregular entry or for immigration violations.

Immigration hearing: Some may have access to a
hearing before an immigration judge to request
asylum. In cases like Lesbia Yojary Reyes,
although they managed to access hearing from a
judge, but they are still denied asylum and are
barred from entering for several years.

Detention center: They stay for weeks or months
in centers such as those in Louisiana, Texas or
Arizona, in conditions that vary depending on the
case.

[Guatemala: What happens to the migrants
deported by Trump? -Link]

Arrival in Guatemala

Deportation flights: Deportees arrive by air at the
Air Force Base in Guatemala City. In 2025,
Guatemala has received more than 23,000 people
deported from the U.S.

[Guatemalan Deportations from the United States:
Key Facts - Centroamérica360]

Official reception: The Guatemalan Institute of
Migration (IGM) coordinates the reception. They
are provided:

= Food and hygiene Kits.

= Medical and psychological care.

= Transportation to their communities.

= Temporary accommodation in some cases.

Special cases: Children and adolescents. In 2025,
126 unaccompanied minors have been registered
among those deported.

These children require differentiated care, and the
government has stated that it is prepared to
receive them, although resources are limited.

[In 2025, they have deported almost 3,300
Guatemalan migrants from the US and Mexico.
What will happen to them? | CNN]

Reintegration in Guatemala Return Home Plan:
Includes phases of consular attention, reception
and reintegration.

Support Programs:
= Labor certification (INTECAP).
= Labor insertion (OportuGuate).

= Psychosocial support (Casa del Migrante,
ARG).

= Many deportees face stigmatization,
unemployment and family breakdowns,
especially those who lived more than 10
years in the U.S.

[Guatemala: What happens to the migrants
deported by Trump? -Link]

New migration agreements

Guatemala has signed agreements with the U.S.
to increase deportation flights by 40%. It also
accepts deportees of other nationalities, acting as
an intermediate country for their repatriation with
U.S. funds.

[These are the details of the new agreement to
speed up the deportation of illegal migrants to
Guatemala - LA NACION; Guatemala Signs
Agreement with U.S. to Receive Deportees of Any
Nationality | Euronews]

2. Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

People deported to Guatemala have access to a
variety of resources and supports, both offered by
states, international and local organizations.
These services seek to ensure dignified
repatriation and facilitate social, economic and
emotional reintegration.

[Nuevo centro de atencién para migrantes en
Guatemala]
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[Guatemalan government opens space to serve
migrants deported from the U.S. and Mexico,
offering labor and psychosocial care]

[Project Launched to Strengthen Assistance and
Services for Guatemalan Returnees - Agencia
Guatemalteca de Noticias]

[The “Casa del Migrante”, a place of hope for
migrants in Guatemala - CARE Guatemala]

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

Despite the efforts of the Guatemalan government
and international organizations, people deported
to Guatemala face significant limitations in
accessing resources and support

Reception and reintegration services are
concentrated in Guatemala City, especially at the
Air Force Base and the Attention and Registration
Center (CAR). In departments such as
Huehuetenango, Chiquimula or Izabal, where
there is high migration, resources are scarce or
non-existent.

[Data & Resources | IOM Guatemala]

In the absence of a comprehensive reintegration
system, t re is no articulated national model that
coordinates health, employment, education,
housing and legal assistance for returnees.

Care depends on isolated or temporary projects,
such as those funded by IOM or foreign
governments.

[2016,deportados guatemala.pdf]

Limited Legal Assistance: As reflected from
Guatemala’s asylum system, its limited legal
framework only allows high level officials to
approve claims. This leads to massive bottlenecks
in the system. For example, at the end of March
2020, there was a backlog of 713 cases, including
every one of the few asylum applicants among
transferees from the US-Guatemala Asylum
Cooperative Agreement. The interministerial
committee that decides on the asylum cases had
not met from mid-March 2020 to late April.

[An Approach to Policies for Attention to
Deportees in the Northern Triangle Countries of
Central America. Guatemala - Asies]

[Deportation with a Layover: Failure of Protection
under the US-Guatemala Asylum Cooperative
Agreement | HRW]

Insufficient infrastructure: These are the supports
provided by the Government of Guatemala for
immigrants deported from the United States |
Univision 62 Austin KAKW | Univision

Lack of Public Data and Transparency: List of
Deportees to Guatemala | ProceduresGuate

Stigmatization and social exclusion: Boletin-
Economia-al-dia-nro.-1-enero-2025.pdf

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

Guatemala has implemented a wide range of
recent initiatives to support the reintegration of
deportees, combining immediate assistance
through centers, such as the Service and
Registration center (“CAR”) and the “Return
Home” plan, economic support (voucher and
DPI), future infrastructure (center in Tecun
Uman), specific protocols for minors, and
international agreements that seek to order and
facilitate these returns.

1. Service and Registration Center (CAR) in
Guatemala City

In June 2025, the Guatemalan government
inaugurated a new CAR in downtown Guatemala
City, under the direction of the Guatemalan
Institute of Migration. Details about this center are
as follows:

= |t serves up to 150 people deported from the
U.S. and Mexico.

= |t offers free psychosocial care, job
opportunities, social programs and primary
health services. In addition, it is the third CAR
operating in the capital.

2. “Return Home” Plan in Parque de la Industria

At the end of January 2025, the government
launched the “Return Home” plan, which includes:

= Avregistration and assistance centre in the
Parc de la Industria.

= Medical care services, psychological support,
linkage with employment or training
programs.

= Temporary accommodation (up to 72 hours)
and data collection for individualized follow-

up.
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3. Single bonus and exemption from the DPI for
deportees In February 2025, a bloc of
deputies (UNE) presented a bill to:

=  Grant a one-time bonus of Q2,000 to
approximately 100,000 deportees.

= Deliver the Personal Identification Document
(DPI) free of charge to returnees.

[Guatemala abre nuevo centro de recepcion de
atencion a migrantes deportados — Chicago
Tribune]

[PRESENTAN INICIATIVA QUE AUTORIZA
BONO A DEPORTADOS]

4. New center in Tecun Uman with USAID
support

At the beginning of March 2025, the construction
of a new care center for deportees on the border
with Mexico (Tecun Uman) was announced:

= |tis funded by the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and
overseen by IOM.

= Estimated capacity for 250 people.

= Scheduled to come into operation by mid-
2026.

5. Bilateral agreement with the U.S. to increase
flights and repatriations

In February 2025, Guatemala agreed the
followings with the U.S., represented by Secretary
of State Marco Rubio:

= Increase the flights of deportees by 40%, both
Guatemalans and other nationalities, for
managing repatriation.

= The deportee is not considered a “safe third
country” status;

= The only aim is to expedite returns and
facilitate their final repatriation.

6. Care for repatriated minors and family
reintegration protocols

Specific protocols for the repatriation of
unaccompanied minors were recently activated:

= Guatemala is preparing to receive up to 150
minors per week.

= The protocols for psychosocial evaluation,
legal accompaniment and family reunification
were strengthened.

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

Guatemala has specific laws, regulations, and
public policies governing the reception and
reintegration of deportees, although their
implementation faces challenges.

[https://igm.gob.gt/gobierno-de-guatemala-
anuncia-plan-de-integracion-y-reintegracion-
retorno-al-hogar-para-personas-guatemaltecas-
retornadas/|

Return Home Plan Public policy has been active
since 2024, which is coordinated by the
Guatemalan Institute of Migration (IGM). It has
three phases: Humanitarian reception: food,
hygiene kits, medical and psychological care,
temporary accommodation. Registration and
orientation: at the Care and Registration Center
(CAR), located in zone 13 of Guatemala City.

Reintegration efforts include access to
employment programs, education, health, training
and psychosocial support. It prioritizes vulnerable
groups such as migrant children, victims of
trafficking, family units, people at risk.

[https://igm.gob.gt/gobierno-de-guatemala-
anuncia-plan-de-integracion-y-reintegracion-
retorno-al-hogar-para-personas-guatemaltecas-
retornadas/|

[https://dca.gob.gt/noticias-guatemala-diario-
centro-america/quatemala-abre-nuevas-puertas-
para-el-retorno-digno-y-la-integracion-de-las-
personas-migrantes/|

Inter-institutional body that coordinates the
implementation of migration policies

There are coordinated actions between more than
11 State institutions, including:

= Ministry of Labor

= Ministry of Education

= Ministry of Health

= Secretariat of Social Welfare

= Council for Care and Protection (CAP).

[https://dca.gob.gt/noticias-guatemala-diario-
centro-america/quatemala-abre-nuevas-puertas-
para-el-retorno-digno-y-la-integracion-de-las-
personas-migrantes/|
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Complementary regulations

Migration Law (Decree 95-98) establishes the
rights and duties of migrants, including returned
Guatemalans. Law on the Comprehensive
Protection of Children and Adolescents (Decree
27-2003) regulates the care of deported minors.
Ratified international conventions such as the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
International Convention on the Rights of Migrant
Workers are also relevant.

Identified limitations

The limitations include: the lack of sufficient
infrastructure outside the capital; territorial
inequality in access to services; the need for
greater community articulation for effective
reintegration; and scarce publication of official
data on the impact of these policies.

[https://kmhub.iom.int/sites/default/files/publicacio
nes/estudioreintegracion informe guatemala co

mpleto.pdf]

[https://www.url.edu.gt/publicacionesurl/FileCS.as
hx?1d=126509]

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

Guatemala does not have a specific law that
guarantees comprehensive legal protections for
deported people, but there are government
programs and legislative proposals that seek to
facilitate their social and economic reintegration.

Current legal situation

= There is no national law that institutionalizes
specific rights for deportees in terms of
health, housing, employment or education.

= Attention to deportees is carried out through
specific programs, without a consolidated
legal system or an exclusive governing body.
[(ttps://www.deguate.com/artman/publish/migr
antes actualidad/servicios-de-atencion-a-
deportados-en-guatemala.shtml]

Existing programmes and measures

Return to Home Plan Implemented by the
Guatemalan Migration Institute (IGM). This plan
includes:

= Medical, psychological, and legal care.

= Registration and documentation.
= Hygiene, food and clothing kits.
= Transportation to communities of origin.

= Access to employment, education, health and
training programmes

[https://www.univision.com/local/austin-
kakw/gobierno-guatemala-plan-retorno-al-hogar-
inmigrantes-deportados-eeuu)
[3](https://www.alianzaamericas.org/es/tool/what-
is-the-return-home-plan-implemented-in-
guatemala]

1. Grants and scholarships
The government has announced:

= Subsidies for the purchase or improvement of
housing.

= Scholarships for job training through the
Technical Institute of Training and
Productivity (INTECAP).

= Certification of skills acquired in the USA to
facilitate access to local employment

[https://www.prensalibre.com/quatemala/comunita
rio/becas-y-subsidios-para-vivienda-se-puede-
cumplir-lo-que-ofrece-el-gobierno-para-los-
deportados/]

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

Individuals deported from the United States to
Guatemala do not automatically face detention or
legal investigation upon arrival in the country,
unless they have a valid arrest warrant.

[https://www.univision.com/local/austin-
kakw/gobierno-guatemala-plan-retorno-al-hogar-
inmigrantes-deportados-eeuu]]

If a deportee has a valid arrest warrant in
Guatemala, a legal protocol is activated. The
National Civil Police (PNC) would wait at the
reception center, identify the deportee and
immediately detain such deportee. He or she is
placed at the disposal of the corresponding court,
which initiates the judicial process.

[https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/migrante
s/el-0-8-de-migrantes-retornados-tiene-orden-de-
captura-cuales-son-los-principales-delitos%5d]
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In 2025, it was reported that 0.8% of deportees
had an arrest warrant, for crimes such as: rape,
homicide, murder, and failure to pay alimony.

[https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/migrante
s/el-0-8-de-migrantes-retornados-tiene-orden-de-
captura-cuales-son-los-principales-delitos/]

Unaccompanied minors will be cared for by the
Ministry of Social Welfare (SBS). They are
provided with special protection, accommodation
and psychological follow-up.

[FISCALIZA ATENCION A DEPORTADOS EN EL

CENTRO DE RECEPCION DE RETORNADOS
EN LA FAG

8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

In Guatemala, deportees can recover or renew
their national identity documents through legal
mechanisms established by the State, although
there are operational and coverage limitations.

[https://ofnogua.org/DPl.aspx]

Complementary legal mechanisms

According to the Migration Data Portal, there is a
migration data portal. Guatemala recognizes the
right to legal identity as a basis for access to
rights.

There are three management systems:

= Civil Registry and National Identity
Management.

= Identity of immigrants.
= Identity of Guatemalans abroad.
Limitations

= Limited coverage in rural areas and
indigenous communities.

= Lack of inter-institutional coordination to
facilitate procedures for deportees.

= Absence of a comprehensive system for
undocumented returnees.

[https://www.dequate.com/artman/publish/migrant
es_actualidad/servicios-de-atencion-a-
deportados-en-quatemala.shtml]

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

By being deported from the United States,
Guatemalans do not face judicial or administrative
sanctioning procedures in Guatemala. However,
they are subject to a protocol of reception and
humanitarian assistance coordinated by the
government. This includes the following:

= Legal status upon arrival in Guatemala

= They are not charged with any crime for
having migrated irregularly.

No judicial or administrative file is opened
against him. They are considered returned
citizens, with full rights to reintegrate into
society.

= Univision Reception Protocol

The Guatemalan Institute of Migration (IGM)
implements the plan for homecoming. This
includes:

= Check-in.
= Health control.
= Delivery of hygiene kits, food and clothing.

= Access to phone calls and cell phone
recharges.

= Psychosocial support and guidance on
reintegration into work and education.

= Temporary lodging at the Deportation Care
Center, located in the Parque de la Industria,
Guatemala City.

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in this country that
provide legal or non-legal assistance
to deported individuals. Include:

— Name of organization

Mission

Type of service and resources

they provide
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— Data on the number of individuals
helped

— Other organizations they partner
with

Association of Guatemalan Returnees

The mission of the association is to represent
Guatemalan returnees at the national and
international levels, defending their human rights
and facilitating their social and economic
reintegration. It is collaborated with National
Protection Network in Guatemala and Corridors
for Justice and Migration.

Services that are provided include the following:
= Psychological and psychosocial support.

= Comprehensive care and guidance at
transport terminals.

= Referral to other institutions for additional
support.

Population served include deportees and
returnees.

[https://gtpm.mx/organizaciones/asociacion-de-
retornados-guatemaltecos-ong/]

New Opportunities

The mission is to facilitate the productive
reintegration of returned migrants through
training, entrepreneurship and labor linkage. The
Swisscontact Guatemala collaborates with private
sector, educational and technical institutions.

Services include:

= Certification of technical skills.

=  Financial education and soft skills.

= Seed capital for entrepreneurship.

= Job placement and business awareness.

Population served include migrants returned from
the U.S. and Mexico.

[https://www.swisscontact.org/es/noticias/las-
personas-migrantes-retornadas-tiene-
oportunidades-de-reintegracion-en-quatemala]

Casa del Migrante (Guatemala City and Tecun
Uman)

The mission is to provide humanitarian,
emotional, and legal care to migrants in transit,
deportees, and asylum seekers. It is collaborated

between CARE Guatemalam, religious and
community organizations.

= Services include:
= Temporary accommodation.
= Food, medical and psychosocial care.

Legal advice and guidance on international
protection.

People served include more than 50,000 people
since 2018.

https://care.orqg.gt/la-casa-del-migrante-un-lugar-
de-esperanza-para-los-migrantes-en-quatemala/

Guatemalan Migration Institute — Return Home
Plan

Mission: To facilitate the dignified reintegration of
deported Guatemalans through comprehensive
care.

Services:
Food, clothing, hygiene kits.

Medical and psychological care. Labor and
educational intermediation.

Temporary accommodation in hostels.
People served: More than 13,000 people in 2025.

[https://www.lared1061.com/nacionales/eres-
retornado-o-conoces-a-alguien-que-lo-sea-estos-
son-los-servicios-que-puedes-solicitar-en-
guatemala/]

International Organization for Migration (IOM
Guatemala)

The mission is to strengthen post-return
assistance and promote sustainable reintegration.
It is a collaboration between Guatemalan Institute
of Migration, Government of Korea, private sector
and community leaders.

Services include:
= Emergency kits and medical care.
= Training for economic reintegration.

= Awareness and community participation
campaigns.

Coverage of service includes Guatemala City,
Quetzaltenango and Retalhuleu.

[lom]
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Center for Attention and Registration for
Guatemalan Returned Migrants (CAR)

This is a space of the Guatemalan Institute of
Migration (IGM) and other institutions of the State
and private sector that provides support to
Guatemalans returned after their migratory
registration in the country.

[https://www.instagram.com/p/DOH3-5ZDZ3 /]

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

Yes, Guatemala recognizes the right to free legal
aid, although its application for deportees is
limited and fragmented. Below | explain the legal
framework, the institutions involved and the
current limitations:

Legal and ethical framework

The Code of Professional Ethics of the
Association of Lawyers and Notaries of
Guatemala establishes that lawyers have the
ethical obligation to provide free defense to poor
people who request it or when they are assigned
a defense ex officio.

Institute of Public Criminal Defense (IDPP)
provides free legal assistance in criminal matters
to people with limited resources, including
returned migrants who are facing judicial
processes.

There has been a proposal for constitutional
reform. Guatemalan universities have proposed
expanding the right to receive free legal
assistance in all areas of law, not just criminal
law.

Institutions that provide free legal assistance

Popular Law Firm of the University of San Carlos
de Guatemala: Assistance in civil, criminal and
family matters.

Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office (PDH):
Defense of fundamental rights.

Public Prosecutor’s Office: Attention to victims of
crime.

Office of the Ombudsman for Indigenous Women:
Specialized assistance.

Myrna Mack Foundation: Legal and psychosocial
support.

CAS Guatemala: Free legal advice on human
rights, especially for LGBTIQ+ people and people
with HIV.

Current limitations

Guatemala does not have a specific law that
guarantees free legal assistance for deported
persons in the following matters:

= Administrative immigration or civil
proceedings

= Divorce
= Criminal or domestic violence cases.

Migration institutions are fragmented and weak,
without a comprehensive system of legal
assistance for returned migrants.

https://casgt.org/asesoria-juridica/

victimaDelito _guatemala

https://www.deguate.com/artman/publish/migrante
s_actualidad/servicios-de-atencion-a-deportados-
en-guatemala.shtml

https://www.plazapublica.com.gt/content/asistenci
a-leqal-gratuita

https://www.oas.org/fpdb/press/21.FolletoVictima
Delito Guatemala-DPS-Web.pdf

https://www.plazapublica.com.gt/content/asistenci
a-leqal-gratuita

3. International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

Yes, Guatemala has incorporated international
human rights and refugee law into its legal
framework, and these standards also apply —
albeit indirectly — to deportees or returnees.

Constitutional incorporation

Article 46 of the Political Constitution of
Guatemala establishes that, in the field of human
rights, international treaties and conventions
ratified by the country have precedence over
domestic law.

This means that the principles of International
Human Rights Law (IHRL) and International
Refugee Law are binding and operative in the
Guatemalan legal system.
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International instruments ratified by Guatemala

Guatemala has ratified the main treaties that
protect migrants, refugees and returnees:

= 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees and its 1967 Protocol.

= UNHCR
= Cartagena Declaration on Refugees (1984).

= American Convention on Human Rights (Pact
of San José).

= Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989).

= |nternational Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.

= Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.

= Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women.

https://mail.vicepresidencia.gob.gt/politica-
migratoria/marco-juridico-internacional

http://historico.juridicas.unam.mx/publica/librev/re
v/dconstla/cont/2001/pr/pr17.pdf

https://igm.gob.gt/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/ACUERDQO-2-2019-
Reglamento-Refugiado-1.pdf

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

Yes, Guatemala has several legal education and
human rights awareness programs aimed at
deportees or returned migrants, promoted by
state institutions, NGOs and international
organizations.

1. Technical Institute for Training and
Productivity (INTECAP)Program

This is a scholarship program for returnees. The
objective is to facilitate the reintegration of
returned migrants into the labor market through
technical training and certification of skills.
Services include:

= Face-to-face and virtual courses.
= Labor certification.

= Training in labor rights and soft skills.

This is available nationally, in all INTECAP
centers.

https://soymigrante.com/revista/becas-de-apoyo-
y-certificacion-a-migrantes-retornados-brinda-el-

intecap/

2. Return Home Plan by Guatemalan Institute of
Migration (IGM)

Educational Phase is safeguarding and training.
The objective is to promote knowledge of rights
and avoid stigmatization. Services include:

= Workshops for journalists and communicators
on respectful language.

= Legal and psychosocial guidance for
returnees.

= Human rights information and available
services.

More than 13,000 people has been served in
2025.

https://www.lared1061.com/nacionales/eres-
retornado-o-conoces-a-alguien-que-lo-sea-estos-
son-los-servicios-que-puedes-solicitar-en-
guatemala/

3. Platform OportuGuate — Ministry of Labor
(Mintrab)

The objective is to connect returned migrants with
job and educational opportunities. Services
include:

= Training for employment.

= Certification of competencies.

= Creation of job profiles.

= Business awareness of labour rights.

https://www.centroamerica360.com/region/guate
mala-la-plataforma-oportuguate-y-nueva-unidad-
del-mintrab-buscan-reducir-migracion-irreqular/

4. Association of Guatemalan Returnees (ARG)

The mission is to defend the human rights of
returnees and facilitate their reintegration. It is a
collaboration between National Protection
Network, and Corridors for Justice and Migration.
Services include:

= Psychosocial accompaniment.
= Community awareness.

= Referral to legal and social services.
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https://gtpm.mx/organizaciones/asociacion-de-
retornados-guatemaltecos-ong/

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the US

Recovering belongings after deportation from the
U.S. (Guatemala)

When a Guatemalan is deported from the U.S.,
they may face difficulties in retrieving their
belongings.

Steps to Recover Personal Belongings

1. ICE Inventory: At the time of arrest, ICE
searches personal belongings. It is essential
to request a copy of this inventory.

2. Authorized representative: Someone in the
U.S. can be appointed by means of a power
of attorney to recover belongings.

3. Pre-deportation application: If possible,
request that belongings be sent to a U.S.
address before leaving.

4. Guatemalan consular support: Guatemalan
consulates can help manage the recovery of
belongings held by ICE.

Guatemalan Consulates in the United States

Guatemala has more than 20 consulates in the
U.S. that offer assistance to deported citizens or
those in vulnerable immigration status. Some of
the main ones are:

= Embassy in Washington, DC Address: 2220
R St. NW, Washington, DC 20008 Phone:
(202) 745-4953 Mail:
infoembaguateeuu@minex.gob.gt Official
Site:
[embaguateusa.gob.gt](https://www.embagua

teusa.gob.gt/)

= Consulates General in:
Nueva York, Los Angeles, Houston, Chicago,
Miami, San Francisco, Atlanta, Dallas,
Denver, Phoenix, Seattle, Tucson, San
Bernardino, Providence, Nashville, Omaha,
Philadelphia, Lake Worth, Columbus,
Oklahoma, Riverhead, Maryland

= Mobile consulates: They visit cities without a
fixed consular headquarters to offer services

such as document issuance, legal guidance,
and humanitarian assistance.

Important Legal Issues

Legal ownership of property is not lost after
deportation. A power of attorney can be used for
someone to manage property, bank accounts, or
recover belongings. Some programs like Project
Homecoming offer free flights for voluntary
departures, but they can involve penalties if
conditions are not met.

Organizations who providing support

Immigrant Legal Resource Center, Pangea Legal
Services, Immigrant Justice Corps, Legal
Services of New Jersey, Centro Legal
Transgénero, La Raza Community Resource
Center

Resources in Guatemala

Migrant Houses (Guatemala City and Tecun
Uman), Pastoral Care of Human Mobility Office of
the Ombudsman for the Uprooted and Migrant
Population (PDH), Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MINEX) CONAMIGUA

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the US after returning to this
country?

Yes, there are formal legal mechanisms that allow
people deported from the United States to recover
property, wages, and financial assets.

Property and personal property

= The U.S. Constitution protects the right to
property, regardless of immigration status.
This means that a deported person does not
automatically lose their assets such as
houses, vehicles, or bank accounts

[https://www.colombia.com/colombianos/esta
dos-unidos/la-constitucion-de-eeuu-protege-
los-bienes-de-los-migrantes-deportados-
505054

= The Fourth Amendment guarantees that
property cannot be confiscated without due
process of law

[https://www.unotv.com/internacional/que-
pasa-con-mis-bienes-si-me-deportan-de-ee-
uu-por-ser-indocumentado/]
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Legal mechanisms for managing assets from
Guatemala

1. Power of Attorney allows a trusted person in
the U.S. to manage property, bank accounts,
businesses, pay taxes, or sell assets on
behalf of the deportee

[https://www.colombia.com/colombianos/esta
dos-unidos/la-constitucion-de-eeuu-protege-
los-bienes-de-los-migrantes-deportados-

505054

a) Trust. Itis a legal agreement that transfers
the administration of assets to a third party to
protect and manage them for the benefit of
the deported owner.

2. Transfer of property. It can be done to family
or friends, but requires legal advice to avoid
tax problems or loss of rights

[https://www.colombia.com/colombianos/esta
dos-unidos/la-constitucion-de-eeuu-protege-
los-bienes-de-los-migrantes-deportados-
505054

3. Adding co-owners to bank accounts. This
allows someone else to have legal access to
the funds in the event of deportation

[https://www.telemundochicago.com/noticias/I|

ocal/consejos-proteccion-bienes-patrimonios-

inmigrantes-indocumentados-si-son-
deportados-estados-unidos/2521702/]

Wages and Labor Rights

= The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)
requires employers to pay for work
performed, regardless of the employee’s
immigration status

[https://www.informe21.com/post/bienes-y-
derechos-laborales-de-inmigrantes-

deportados

= If a person is deported before receiving their
wages, they can:

= File a labor lawsuit from Guatemala.

= Hire a lawyer in the U.S. to claim
payment.

= Document all work done (contracts,
receipts, communications) to support the
claim

[https://www.elpreg.org/comunidad/qu%C

3%A9-ocurre-con-los-bienes-y-derechos-

de-un-inmigrante-durante-un-proceso-de-

deportaci%C3%B3n

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the US and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

Yes, there are bilateral agreements and
memorandums of understanding between
Guatemala and the United States on repatriation,
migration, and border security.

1. Bilateral Repatriation Agreement (February
2025)

Signed by: President Bernardo Arevalo and U.S.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio

= Guatemala accepts to receive deportees of
multiple nationalities, not just Guatemalans.

= The foreign migrants will be repatriated to
their home countries from Guatemala, with
funds provided by the U.S.

= The number of deportation flights increases
by 40%.

= Guatemala becomes a regional logistical
point for repatriation, without being formally
considered a “safe third country”

[https://www.mundiario.com/articulo/internacio
nal/guatemala-firma-acuerdo-ee-uu-recibir-
deportados-cualquier-
nacionalidad/20250205232943333018.html

2. Agreement for exchange of notes (June-July
2025)

Published by: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Guatemala (Minex)

= |t establishes the commitment of both parties
to guarantee the dignified, safe and timely
transfer of deported people.

= Guatemala undertakes to consider requests
for refuge or temporary protection from
Central American migrants.

= The agreement does not require automatic
disbursements and may be terminated with
30 days’ notice

[Publican acuerdo migratorio entre
Guatemala y EE. UU.]
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3. Memorandum of Understanding on Joint
Security (June 2025)

Signed by: U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and the Guatemalan Ministry of the
Interior

= Allows the presence of Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) agents at La Aurora Airport.

= Objective: to improve border security, detect
threats, share information and train
Guatemalan personnel.

=  The memorandum is not legally binding, but it
provides for technical and operational
cooperation.

= It may be modified or terminated with six
months’ notice

[https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/justic
ia/gobernacion-autorizara-presencia-de-
agentes-de-ee-uu-en-aeropuerto-la-aurora-
de-guatemala-como-parte-de-nuevo-acuerdo-

migratorio/

[https://crnnoticias.com/firman-acuerdo-
guatemala-y-ee-uu-para-aumentar-controles-
fronterizos-y-compartir-datos/]

[https://es-us.noticias.yahoo.com/quatemala-
eeuu-firman-acuerdo-controles-
205331216.html]

4. Binational working groups

It was agreed to create technical committees

between the two governments to coordinate the
implementation of the agreements, especially on
logistical, humanitarian and reintegration issues.

[Publican acuerdo migratorio entre Guatemala y
EE. UU.]

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

Guatemala has clear international obligations to
ensure that the repatriation of deported persons is
carried out in a safe, dignified, orderly manner
and respectful of human rights.

These treaties oblige Guatemala to:
= Protect the human rights of migrants.

= Guarantee the principle of non-refoulement in
cases of risk.

= Avoid collective expulsions.
= Ensure dignified conditions of return.

[memorandum?20regional20de20repatriacif3n.pdf]

Bilateral agreement with the United States (2025)

Guatemala will accept 40% more flights with
deportees, both Guatemalans and other
nationalities.

The country will act as an intermediate point to

facilitate repatriation to countries of origin, with

U.S. funding. Although it has been compared to
the “safe third country” model, the Guatemalan

government denies that formal classification.

[https://es.euronews.com/2025/02/05/guatemala-
firma-un-acuerdo-con-estados-unidos-para-
recibir-deportados-de-cualquier-nacional

National Application: Return to Home Plan

The Guatemalan Migration Institute (IGM)
implements this plan in three phases:

= Consular phase: Strengthening consulates in
the U.S. to protect rights before deportation.

= Reception phase: Medical and psychological
care, food, hygiene kits, transportation and
temporary shelter upon arrival in Guatemala.

= Reintegration phase: Access to employment,
education, housing and social programs.

https://www.agenciaocote.com/blog/2025/02/03/pl
an-retorno-al-hogar-las-3-fases-del-proyecto-de-
apoyo-a-retornados/

https://www.univision.com/local/austin-
kakw/gobierno-guatemala-plan-retorno-al-hogar-
inmigrantes-deportados-eeuu

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the US in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

Guatemalan consulates in the United States play
a critical role in supporting deported Guatemalan
nationals, both before and after removal, through
an active consular network and specialized
services.

https://consuladodeguatemalaenusa.com/

https://www.prensalibre.com/internacional/como-
encontrar-consulados-de-guatemala-en-estados-
unidos-lista-de-ubicaciones-y-telefonos/
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https://chapinenusa.com/servicios/que-es-un-
consulado-guatemalteco-en-eeuu-y-cuales-son-
los-servicios-que-ofrece--202391312240

https://citaconsuladosdeguatemala.com/consulad
os-guatemala/

https://www.prensalibre.com/internacional/como-
encontrar-consulados-de-guatemala-en-estados-
unidos-lista-de-ubicaciones-y-telefonos/

Before Deportation, the Guatemalan consulates
offer the following services:

a) Consular protection:

= They intervene in cases of immigration
detention to verify respect for human rights.
They provide basic legal assistance and
guidance on the immigration process.
Documentation:

= Issuance of passports, DPI, birth certificates
and other documents necessary for
immigration or judicial procedures consulate
of Guatemala.

b) Mobile consulates:

= In states without fixed offices, temporary
mobile consulates are deployed to bring
services to remote communities.

= Support in cases of accidents, loss of
documents, violence or
detention.chapinenusa

During deportation, the consulates can:

= Verify conditions of transfer and report
abuses if any.

= Coordinate with U.S. and Guatemalan
immigration authorities to ensure a safe
return.

= Facilitate the consular pre-check, a procedure
prior to return that speeds up reception in
Guatemala.

After Deportation

Although consulates do not operate directly in
Guatemala, they collaborate with:

= The Guatemalan Institute of Migration (IGM)
and the Return Home Plan to ensure
comprehensive care upon arrival.

= NGOs such as Casa del Migrante and
Asociacion de Retornados Guatemaltecos
(ARG) to facilitate social and labor
reintegration.

Guatemalan consular network in the U.S.
Guatemala has 25 consulates general and 7
honorary consulates in the U.S., located in states
with a high concentration of migrants such as:

= Texas, California, Florida, New York, Arizona
(with more than one consulate per state).

= Other states like Georgia, lllinois, Maryland,
Colorado, North Carolina, Tennessee, etc.,
have at least one consulate

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the US to this country from
November 2024 to present.

In November and December 2024, there were
7979 individuals that were deported.

In 2025, the data is current to August 31, 2025
and the total was 31,309 (including adults,
accompanied children or adolescents, and
unaccompanied children or adolescents).

[https://igm.gob.gt/informes-estadisticos] The
source used is the website of the Guatemalan
Institute of Migration (IGM), in the specific
statistics section.

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the US
are arriving during the same period.

The only airport where deportation flights arrive is
La Aurora International Airport and those who
receive them are: Guatemalan Institute of
Migration (IGM), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MINEX) and the General Directorate of Migration
and support organizations such as IOM.

3. Maijor Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

The receiving city of people deported from the
United States is only Guatemala City, since only
La Aurora International Airport, located in the
capital city, is used (as reported by the
Guatemalan Institute of Migration and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs).
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Currently, if it is from Mexico, border cities are
used, mainly Tecun Uman (San Marcos) and to a
lesser extent ElI Carmen (San Marcos) and Agua
Caliente (Chiquimula), according to IOM
Guatemala reports.

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the US of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

The data for 2025 are:
= Adult men, 26091,
= Adult women, 3903.
= In the category of children and adolescents:
=  Accompanied men, 483;
= Accompanied women, 392;
= Unaccompanied men, 318;
= Unaccompanied women, 122.

The source is the IGM website, in its statistics
section (2025 Database)

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

According to ICE reports, Irregular Entry or
Unauthorized Stay (the reports were not
specifically found) include:

= Entry without a visa or beyond the time
allowed by the visa.

= Remain in the U.S. after the expiration of a
stay permit.

= Violation of immigration laws:
= Working without authorization.

= Using false documents or providing false
information to immigration authorities.

= Unauthorized border crossing:

This is the most frequent reason, accounting for
the majority of deportations, even more than 70%
in some ICE reports.

Criminal Grounds / Security
a) Criminal History:

= Aggravated felonies, including drug
trafficking, theft, domestic violence.

= Crimes of moral turpitude, such as fraud or
fraud.

= Considered a threat to national security:
= Alleged links to gangs or organized crime.

This group accounts for a smaller proportion,
approximately 20-25% of deportations, according
to ICE.

b) Humanitarian/Special Grounds
Rejected asylum applications:

= People who failed to demonstrate “well-
founded fear” of persecution.

Unaccompanied minors:

= Guatemalan children who do not qualify for
family reunification or asylum.

= They are treated in coordination with IOM and
returned to Guatemala under consular
supervision.

[Official sources: U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) — annual reports of removals

by category: “immigration” vs. “criminal.”]

[Department of Homeland Security (DHS) —

deportation statistics by country of origin and
reason.

IOM and UNHCR — reports on children and
cases of assisted returns]

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

Yes, Guatemala has a legal framework that
guarantees access to public information, including
data related to deportations. The main regulation
is the Law on Access to Public Information
(Decree 57-2008), which establishes:

= Principle of maximum publicity: all information
held by the authorities must be public, with
limited exceptions (e.g. national security or
personal data).
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= Obligation of transparency: State institutions
and entities that manage public resources
must publish and facilitate access to
information.

= Citizen right: anyone can request information
without discrimination, and institutions must
respond within established deadlines.

= Free and fast: access must be free of charge
and with simple procedures. This means that
data on deportations, being generated by
public entities such as the Guatemalan
Institute of Migration (IGM), are considered
public information and must be available,
unless a specific legal exception is invoked

7. Government Sources: ldentify which
agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

In Guatemala, several government agencies have
legal responsibilities in the collection,
management, and publication of data on
deportations, under the Law on Access to Public
Information (Decree 57-2008) and the National
Open Data Policy.

[https://uip.mingob.gob.gt/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Inventario-de-Datos-
Abiertos-Mingob-Mayo-2021.pdf]

1. Guatemalan Institute of Migration (IGM)
Responsibility

Coordinates the reception of deported persons. It
manages the Care and Registration Center
(CAR). It collects data on the number of
deportees, demographic profiles, return routes,
and care provided.

Data Release: It does not regularly publish
detailed statistics on its website, but collaborates
with other entities for specific reports.

2. Ministry of the Interior (MINGOB)
Responsibility

Coordinates the National Open Data Policy.
Supervises institutional transparency on
migration, security, and governance issues.

[http://www.datos.gob.gt/]

[https://uip.mingob.gob.gt/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Inventario-de-Datos-
Abiertos-Mingob-Mayo-2021.pdf]

3. Presidential Commission on Open and
Electronic Government (GAE)Responsibility

Monitor compliance with transparency and open
data commitments. Coordinates with MINGOB
and other entities to ensure the publication of
migration information.

8. Freedom of Information: Assess
whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

In Guatemala, the Law on Access to Public
Information (LAIP), established by Decree 57-
2008, guarantees the right of all persons to
request and access public information in the
possession of the authorities and subjects obliged
by law. This law allows citizens to submit formal
requests for data related to deportations and other
immigration issues.

The Guatemalan Migration Institute (IGM), as the
entity in charge of migration management, is
subject to the LAIP and must provide public
information related to its activities, including data
on deportations, as long as they are not subject to
legal restrictions. The IGM has a Public
Information Unit responsible for receiving,
processing and issuing responses to requests for
information, in accordance with the provisions of
the law.

However, there are exceptions that may restrict
access to certain data. The law establishes that
access to public information may be limited in
specific cases, such as when the disclosure of the
information may affect national security, defense,
foreign policy, public security, privacy of
individuals, among others. These restrictions are
detailed in Article 22 of the LAIP.
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In summary, in Guatemala, it is possible to obtain
data on deportations through formal requests
based on the Law on Access to Public
Information, although access to certain data may
be restricted for security or privacy reasons.

[https://uip.gobernacionelprogreso.gob.gt/?solicitu
d=home#:~:text=En%20el%20a%C3%B10%2020
08%20cuando%20surge%20del%200rganismo,c
on%20un%20total%20de%20setenta%20y%20do
$%20art%C3%ADculos

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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