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Haiti
Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
U.S. to this country.

Haiti’'s Current Conditions

To understand the circumstances faced by
deportees, it is important to understand the
current economic, politic and social conditions of
Haiti.

Economically, Haiti is deeply impoverished, with
the majority of its population living below the
poverty line and many facing acute hunger. The
country relies heavily on foreign aid, remittances,
and trade, but struggles with a significant trade
deficit and rising public debt. Despite debt relief
after the 2010 earthquake, ongoing crises such as
political assassinations, natural disasters, and
gang violence continue to strain Haiti’s economy
and development prospects.

Political Instability: Haiti’s political landscape has
been tumultuous, especially following the
assassination of President Jovenel Moise in 2021.
The country has been without a democratically
elected government, leading to a power vacuum
and increased violence. A transitional government
was established, but it has struggled to maintain
order and address corruption allegations among
its members. The political situation remains
unstable.

Violence and Crime: Gang violence has escalated
dramatically, with criminal groups controlling
approximately 85% of Port-au-Prince, the capital.
These gangs are responsible for widespread
killings, kidnappings, and sexual violence,
contributing to a climate of fear among the
population. Reports indicate that at least 2,680
people were killed in the first half of 2025 alone,
with many more injured or kidnapped. The
violence has extended beyond urban areas,
affecting previously safe regions and leading to
significant displacement of people.

Humanitarian Crisis: The humanitarian situation in
Haiti is dire, with half of the population struggling
to afford food, resulting in one of the highest rates
of acute food insecurity globally. Access to
essential services such as healthcare, education,
and sanitation has been severely restricted due to

the ongoing violence and instability. Many
children have been forced to join gangs, facing
abuse and exploitation.

What Happens After Deportation?

Returnees often face abrupt and traumatic
transitions. Many are removed under expedited
processes, with little time to prepare or notify
family.

As explained above, returnees arrive in a country
grappling with political instability, gang violence,
and economic collapse. Haiti’'s government
struggles to provide basic services, and many
deportees find themselves homeless, jobless, and
vulnerable to exploitation.

1. Arrival in Haiti: Often chaotic, with little
government coordination or support.

2. Temporary Shelter: Some are placed in
overcrowded shelters or left to fend for
themselves.

3. Reintegration Struggles: Lack of ID, housing,
and employment opportunities.

4. Exposure to Violence: Gangs often target
deportees, especially those perceived as
outsiders.

5. Mental Health Crisis: PTSD, depression, and
anxiety are common among returnees

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
and the Haitian National Office for Migration
operate at key border crossings to receive
deported migrants with dignity and provide
essential services. Upon arrival, deportees
undergo registration and vulnerability
assessments to determine tailored assistance
needs. They receive hot meals, hygiene kits,
medical care, psychosocial support, and
transportation aid to reach their intended
destinations within Haiti. Priority is given to
vulnerable groups including pregnant women,
unaccompanied minors, and older persons. This
operation is funded by donors including France,
the Republic of Korea, Canada, and the European
Union.

Sources:

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-
chapters/haiti
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https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/haiti
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Haiti: ‘Il was deported to a country | never lived in’

UN News

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/haitis-troubled-
path-development

Thousands of Caribbean nationals among 1.4
million awaiting deportation in US - CNW Network

booklet migration flow.pdf

IOM Assistance for Haitian Returnees

2. Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

a) UN’s International Organization for Migration
(IOM Haiti)

The UN’s International Organization for Migration
(IOM) works with the Support Group for the
Repatriated and Refugees (Groupe d’Appui aux
Rapatriés et Réfugiés, GARR) to ensure the
returnees have access to a range of services to
meet their immediate needs, including
psychosocial support, health referrals, for
example pre-natal care, and the distribution of
basic items such as clothing, hygiene products,
and toiletries.

Temporary accommodation is also available for
the most vulnerable, so they can rest and take
stock before moving forward with their lives. For
unaccompanied children, family reunifications are
organised and in cases of gender-based violence,
survivors are provided with specialised care.

The IOM also works with the National Office for
Migration (ONM), Haiti’s government agency for
migration. The ONM leads the registration
process, ensuring that each individual is
accounted for and works with the IOM to assess
vulnerabilities and provide individual assistance.

Sources:

Haiti | UNHCR US

Haiti Crisis Response Plan 2025 | Global Crisis
Response Platform

IOM Assistance for Haitian Returnees

b) Support Group for Refugees and Returnees,
GARR (https://garrhaiti.org)

GARR aims to promote and defend the rights of
migrants with a view to establishing more just and

solid relationships between peoples. In particular,
it:

= Develops advocacy activities in order to
change politics, practices and laws
unfavourable to migrants, to help bring about
decisions to improve their conditions, and to
promote better relations between Haiti and
the Dominican Republic;

= Encourages local initiatives for the
organisation of a more dignified welcome for
returnees, refugees and other migrants, and
to provide humanitarian and legal assistance
to the victims of human rights violations; and

= Facilitates the reintegration and rehabilitation
in Haiti of returnees, refugees and IDPs.

c) Haitian Bridge Alliance (The Bridge — The
Haitian Bridge Alliance is a 501¢(3) non-profit
organization servicing migrants with
humanitarian, legal, and social services.)

HBA provides legal and humanitarian assistance
to Haitian immigrants, asylum seekers, and
refugees, particularly those at the U.S.-Mexico
border. They also focus on people in ICE
detention centers and vulnerable immigrants in
transit.

The Haitian Bridge Alliance offers immigration
legal services, including help with asylum
applications, deportation defense. They also
provide language support, healthcare access, and
advocate for policy changes that benefit Haitian
migrants.

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

= Legal aid is fragmented and not readily
accessible.

= There is no centralized guide or infrastructure
to support deportees in navigating local laws
or accessing justice.

= Access to primary care is extremely limited.

= Mental health services are stigmatized and
underfunded.

= Out-of-pocket costs and lack of insurance
create insurmountable barriers.

= The UN reports that Haiti’'s humanitarian
appeal is the world’s least funded, with less

Haiti


https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/02/1159691
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/02/1159691
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/haitis-troubled-path-development
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/haitis-troubled-path-development
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/community-news/thousands-of-caribbean-nationals-among-1-4-million-awaiting-deportation-in-us/
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/community-news/thousands-of-caribbean-nationals-among-1-4-million-awaiting-deportation-in-us/
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/2025-08/booklet_migration_flow.pdf
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/iom-factsheet-migrant-returns-and-reception-assistance-in-haiti-may-2022.pdf
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/iom-factsheet-migrant-returns-and-reception-assistance-in-haiti-may-2022.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/us/where-we-work/countries/haiti
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/haiti-crisis-response-plan-2025
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/haiti-crisis-response-plan-2025
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/iom-factsheet-migrant-returns-and-reception-assistance-in-haiti-may-2022.pdf
https://garrhaiti.org/
https://haitianbridgealliance.org/
https://haitianbridgealliance.org/
https://haitianbridgealliance.org/
https://haitianbridgealliance.org/
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than 10% of the $908 million needed
received. This underfunding has led to:

= Collapse of basic services like education,
healthcare, and sanitation.

= 1.7 million people at risk of receiving no
humanitarian assistance.

= Aid workers being attacked and humanitarian
access blocked by armed groups.

= The IOM’s Haiti Crisis Response Plan 2025
outlines a $84.5 million funding requirement,
with only a fraction secured. Key gaps
include:

= Inadequate shelter and camp management.
= Limited access to clean water and sanitation.

= Insufficient mental health and psychosocial
support.

= Lack of movement assistance for safe
relocation or reintegration

= Human Rights Violations: Deportees face
abuse, neglect, and exploitation without legal
recourse.

= Public Health Risks: Overcrowded shelters
and poor sanitation increase disease
outbreaks.

= Social Fragmentation: Stigma and lack of
community support isolate returnees.

= Cycle of Displacement: Many deportees are
re-displaced due to insecurity and lack of
resources.

Sources:

‘The people of Haiti are in a perfect storm of
suffering,” warns UN chief | UN News

Sharing the Burden of Securing Haiti * Stimson
Center

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

Haiti Crisis Response Plan 2025

Led by the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) and the Haitian government focusing on

Migration, Shelter and Protections (84.5M
required in funding)

Source:crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1
481/files/appeal/pdf/2025 Haiti Crisis Response

Plan_2025.pdf

2025 Humanitarian Response Plan

Led by the UN and NGOs focusing on education,
health, GBV, displacement (908M required)

Source: Haiti - Humanitarian : Launch of the 2025
Response Plan of nearly 1 billion US dollars -
HaitiLibre.com : Haiti news 7/7

MSS Mission

Led by the UN, Kenya and the US focusing on
security and police support (unfunded)

Source: Sharing the Burden of Securing Haiti *
Stimson Center

France Contribution

In December 2024, France has decided to
allocate a new voluntary contribution of €2 million
to the International Organization for Migration
(IOM). This support will assist and expand IOM’s
critical work at the Haitian border to address the
ongoing humanitarian crisis.

Source:

https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/france-announces-
eu2-million-contribution-iom-assistance-haitian-
migrants-deported

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

We could not find Haitian laws or regulations
specifically addressing the reception or
reintegration of deportees.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
issued Crisis Response Plans that provide
humanitarian assistance such as food,
transportation, and emergency aid for repatriated
individuals. However, these are external
programmatic interventions, not grounded in
Haitian legislation.

Any support comes from international or foreign
programs (notably IOM or past-US sponsored
initiatives), and the Haitian government remains

Haiti


https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165738
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165738
https://www.stimson.org/2025/sharing-the-burden-of-securing-haiti/
https://www.stimson.org/2025/sharing-the-burden-of-securing-haiti/
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/pdf/2025_Haiti_Crisis_Response_Plan_2025.pdf
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/pdf/2025_Haiti_Crisis_Response_Plan_2025.pdf
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1481/files/appeal/pdf/2025_Haiti_Crisis_Response_Plan_2025.pdf
https://www.haitilibre.com/en/news-44360-haiti-humanitarian-launch-of-the-2025-response-plan-of-nearly-1-billion-us-dollars.html
https://www.haitilibre.com/en/news-44360-haiti-humanitarian-launch-of-the-2025-response-plan-of-nearly-1-billion-us-dollars.html
https://www.haitilibre.com/en/news-44360-haiti-humanitarian-launch-of-the-2025-response-plan-of-nearly-1-billion-us-dollars.html
https://www.stimson.org/2025/sharing-the-burden-of-securing-haiti/
https://www.stimson.org/2025/sharing-the-burden-of-securing-haiti/
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/france-announces-eu2-million-contribution-iom-assistance-haitian-migrants-deported
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/france-announces-eu2-million-contribution-iom-assistance-haitian-migrants-deported
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/france-announces-eu2-million-contribution-iom-assistance-haitian-migrants-deported
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largely passive recipient due to limited
administrative and financial capacity.

Haiti’s laws regulations and policies are shaped
by international treaties but lack robust domestic
enforcement:

= No national reintegration law for deported
migrants.

= No legal protections for deportees arriving
without identity documents (37% of cases)

= No structured support for those unfamiliar
with Haiti, including U.S.-born children of
Haitian descent.

= No oversight mechanism to ensure humane
treatment or access to services upon arrival.

Sources:

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-
humanitarian-lifeline-displaced-and-deported-
haitian-border-towns

Haiti Crisis Response Plan 2022-2024 | Global
Crisis Response Platform

haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documen

ts/2025-08/booklet _migration flow.pdf

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

No, there are no specific Haitian statues or
regulations that give deported individual specific
legal protections regarding health care, housing,
jobs, or schooling. However, what exists are
general constitutional rights for all Haitian citizens
and a small government migration office that
offers limited, ad-hoc help on return (the National
Office for Migration (ONM)).

IOM describes protection risks for Haitian
migrants and works on assistance, but these are
NGO efforts. They are not legal entitlements
under Haitian law.

Sources:

Haiti | Global Health & Human Rights Database

Assistance aux Migrants | IOM Haiti

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
and the Haitian National Office for Migration
(ONM) operate at key border crossings to receive
deported migrants. Upon arrival, deportees
undergo registration and vulnerability
assessments to determine tailored assistance
needs. The ONM leads the registration process,
ensuring that each individual is accounted for and
works with the IOM to assess vulnerabilities and
provide individual assistance.

Deportees with past criminal records who are
deported by the U.S. are immediately detained by
police upon arrival, held in a police holding cell
and/or the National Penitentiary indefinitely, and
extorted for a series of bribes for release. The
Haitian police is also targeting individuals without
a U.S. criminal record. While gangs are terrorizing
Haitian society with kidnappings for ransom on
the streets, police are detaining individuals
deported from the U.S. and extorting them for
bribes in the prisons.

In February 2025, 21 Haitian nationals deported
from the U.S. were in custody at the Haitian
National Police. According to a document
obtained by The Haitian Times from the police,
nine of the 21 deported individuals — all men
aged between 23 and 43 — had entered the U.S.
illegally. The remaining 12 deportees, all men
aged 30 to 54, had lived in the U.S. for a long time
and were convicted of various crimes including
sexual assault, battery, kidnapping, wire fraud,
murder, larceny, lewd behavior and drug
trafficking.

Sources:

AILA and Partners Send Letter to President Biden
on Deportations to Haiti

21 deportees held in Haitian police custody over
suspected gang ties and fake identities to enter
U.S. - The Haitian Times

Haiti


https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-humanitarian-lifeline-displaced-and-deported-haitian-border-towns
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-humanitarian-lifeline-displaced-and-deported-haitian-border-towns
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-strengthens-humanitarian-lifeline-displaced-and-deported-haitian-border-towns
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/haiti-crisis-response-plan-2022-2024
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/haiti-crisis-response-plan-2022-2024
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/2025-08/booklet_migration_flow.pdf
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/2025-08/booklet_migration_flow.pdf
https://www.globalhealthrights.org/constitution/haiti/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://haiti.iom.int/fr/assistance-aux-migrants?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.aila.org/library/letter-to-president-biden-deportations-to-haiti
https://www.aila.org/library/letter-to-president-biden-deportations-to-haiti
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/07/21-deportees-from-u-s-still-held-by-haitian-police/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/07/21-deportees-from-u-s-still-held-by-haitian-police/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/07/21-deportees-from-u-s-still-held-by-haitian-police/
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8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

Any Haitian national aged 18+ can apply for or
renew their ID from the National Identification
Office (ONI). To that end, the applicant must
submit his/her original birth certificate or an extrait
in order to obtain an identity card. There are no
fees to be paid.

However, applying for a new identity card can turn
into a bureaucratic nightmare. Reports indicate
severe mismanagement and corruption as well as
delays can stretch over a year. Also, a recent
investigative report found that ONI agents are
demanding “irregular” bribes, sometimes several
thousand gourdes, to reprint or duplicate cards,
even though the cards are supposed to be issued
for free.

Sources:

In Haiti, Losing an ID Is the Beginning of a
Bureaucratic Nightmare

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Haiti.html

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Across formal Haitian law, there is no specific
legal status, mandatory administrative process, or
judicial procedure designated for individuals
arriving via deportation. Deportees are generally
treated as returning citizens, subject to the same
regime as any Haitian national.

While Haitian law does not provide structured
processes for deportees, the reality they face is
often shaped by ad hoc administrative measures
and inconsistent practices, particularly by police
or migration authorities.

Source:

Stop Deportations to Hati | School of Law |
University of Miami

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in this country that
provide legal or non-legal assistance
to deported individuals. Include:

— Name of organization

— Mission

— Type of service and resources
they provide

— Data on the number of individuals
helped

— Other organizations they partner
with

= Caritas Haiti

Caritas Haiti is a social organisation whose
mission is to build a fairer and more supportive
society. The National Office coordinates diocesan
Caritas which operates throughout Haiti, its
administrative team and around 4,000 volunteers
who are members of parish Caritas.

Programmes:

= Emergency humanitarian aid: building the
capacity of populations to deal with
emergency situations, and development of
prevention and intervention systems

= Community development: building capacity
and local organisations

= Promotion of women'’s rights: encouraging
women to participate in development
activities, improvement of their education,
skills development regarding representation
and organisation

= Agriculture: support to agricultural
organisations with a view to maximising
production and income, improvement of
environmental management, and construction
and renovation of irrigation systems

= Financial assistance: promotion of a stable
economy by developing production capacities
and offering funding and microcredit plans to
help the poorest get out of the poverty trap

= Healthcare: improvement of access to health
services, access to high-quality medical care,
and implementation of training regarding
health and sanitation systems

Haiti


https://globalpressjournal.com/americas/haiti/haiti-losing-id-beginning-bureaucratic-nightmare/#:~:text=Haiti-,In%20Haiti%2C%20Losing%20an%20ID%20Is%20the%20Beginning%20of%20a,everyday%20tasks%20and%20pursue%20opportunities.
https://globalpressjournal.com/americas/haiti/haiti-losing-id-beginning-bureaucratic-nightmare/#:~:text=Haiti-,In%20Haiti%2C%20Losing%20an%20ID%20Is%20the%20Beginning%20of%20a,everyday%20tasks%20and%20pursue%20opportunities.
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Haiti.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Haiti.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Haiti.html
https://www.law.miami.edu/academics/experiential-learning/clinics/immigration/projects/stop-deportations-haiti/
https://www.law.miami.edu/academics/experiential-learning/clinics/immigration/projects/stop-deportations-haiti/
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Caritas Haiti's partners include:

Caritas Italy, Caritas Brazil, Caritas Spain,
Trocaire (Caritas Ireland), Caritas Belgium,
Caritas Norway, Caritas Puerto Rico,
Development and Peace (Caritas Canada),
Caritas Ecuador, Caritas Seoul, Caritas
Internationalis, Caritas of Latin America and the
Caribbean (SELACC), Caritas Germany, Caritas
France, Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Caritas
Switzerland, Caritas Australia, Caritas Slovakia,
Caritas Argentina, Caritas Peru, Misereor,
Catholic Organisation for Relief and Development
Aid (CORDAID), Caritas England and Wales
(CAFOD), Linda Vista Centre, Caritas Scotland
(SCIAF), Caritas Dominican Republic.

Source:
Haiti - Caritas
= UN’s International Organization for Migration

The UN'’s International Organization for Migration
(IOM) works with the Support Group for the
Repatriated and Refugees (Groupe d’Appui aux
Rapatriés et Réfugiés, GARR) to ensure the
returnees have access to a range of services to
meet their immediate needs, including
psychosocial support, health referrals, for
example pre-natal care, and the distribution of
basic items such as clothing, hygiene products,
and toiletries.

Temporary accommodation is also available for
the most vulnerable, so they can rest and take
stock before moving forward with their lives. For
unaccompanied children, family reunifications are
organised and in cases of gender-based violence,
survivors are provided with specialised care.

The IOM also works with the National Office for
Migration (ONM), Haiti’s government agency for
migration. The ONM leads the registration
process, ensuring that each individual is
accounted for and works with the IOM to assess
vulnerabilities and provide individual assistance.

The IOM partners with governments, the United
Nations, intergovernmental organizations,
multilateral development banks, the private
sector, Goodwill Ambassadors, academia, civil
society, diaspora and youth.

Sources:
IOM Haiti
Haiti | UNHCR US

Haiti Crisis Response Plan 2025 | Global Crisis
Response Platform

IOM Assistance for Haitian Returnees

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

Haiti does not formally recognise a universal legal
right to free or state-supported legal aid
specifically for deported individuals. While the
Haitian Constitution and its ratification of major
international human-rights treaties provide for
general protections such as the right to due
process and legal representation, there is no
explicit guarantee or dedicated national program
offering free legal aid to deportees as a statutory
right.

In practice, legal assistance for deported
individuals is mainly provided by civil society
organisations and non-governmental groups, such
as the Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti
(IJDH) and the Bureau des Avocats
Internationaux (BAIl), which offer legal support and
advocacy for vulnerable populations, including
returnees. Access to these services can be limited
and is not uniformly available across the country.

Therefore, while some legal aid may be available
through NGOs, Haiti does not guarantee free or
state-supported legal aid for deported individuals
as a legal entitlement.

Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti (IJDH) /
Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAl): Institute
for Justice and Democracy in Haiti — [JDH.org

3. International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

Haiti has ratified key international human rights
treaties, including the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which establish broad
protections for all individuals, including the right to
due process and legal representation. These
treaties are recognised within Haiti’s constitutional
framework, and provide a basis for general
human rights protections.

Haiti


https://www.caritas.org/where-we-work-country/haiti/
https://www.iom.int/iom-goodwill-ambassador-programme
https://www.iom.int/civil-society
https://www.iom.int/civil-society
https://haiti.iom.int/
https://www.unhcr.org/us/where-we-work/countries/haiti
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/haiti-crisis-response-plan-2025
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/response/haiti-crisis-response-plan-2025
https://haiti.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1091/files/documents/iom-factsheet-migrant-returns-and-reception-assistance-in-haiti-may-2022.pdf
https://www.ijdh.org/
https://www.ijdh.org/
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However, Haiti’'s domestic laws do not specifically
incorporate international refugee law standards—
such as those set out in the 1951 Refugee
Convention—or establish targeted legal
protections for deported or returned individuals.
While the constitution and ratified treaties offer
general safeguards, there is no dedicated national
legislation that directly addresses the rights or
procedures for deportees or returnees in line with
international refugee law.

In practice, protections and support for deported
or returned individuals are mainly provided by
international organisations, such as the UN’s
International Organization for Migration (IOM),
and local civil society groups, rather than through
explicit domestic legal provisions. As a result,
while Haiti is party to major human rights treaties,
the legal framework for deported or returned
individuals relies primarily on general human
rights principles rather than specific refugee law
standards.

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti (IJDH) /
Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAl) -
Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti —

IJDH.org

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the U.S.

The property is protected by the Fourth
Amendment of the United States Constitution,
which “protects the right to property,” meaning
that “property cannot be seized without due legal
process.”

The belongings you have acquired during your
stay in the U.S. are yours, and therefore the
government does not have the authority to take
them from you in the event that, due to your
immigration status, you have to leave the country.

That is to say, the deportation process does not
eliminate property rights, although the distance
may complicate their management.

If, prior to deportation, deportees have not set up
a power of attorney, a trust, or other mechanism

that would allow a third party to manage the
property / assets in the U.S., deportees may lose
access to their assets, face financial ruin, or not
be able to recover what they left behind.

Most U.S. banks will allow individuals to manage
their account(s) online, including making
international wire transfers. Difficulties can arise if
a bank requires a U.S. residential address or
phone number to maintain an account. Some
banks may flag an account for foreign activity and
could freeze or close it. To avoid this, the
deportee can notify the bank of the change in
circumstances and inquire about their policies for
non-resident account holders. Submitting IRS
Form W-8 BEN can help maintain accounts as a
non-resident.

For physical property (house, car), one option is
to sell before deportation. If the deportee has
been unable to sell before the deportation, a third
party can be appointed to manage or sell the
property (usually done via a power of attorney).

For retirement and investment accounts, specific
rules apply for withdrawal. Taking money from a
retirement account before age 59 % triggers a
10% early withdrawal penalty from the IRS. As a
non-resident alien, the distribution is also subject
to a mandatory federal tax withholding. The
standard withholding rate on payments from
retirement plans to non-resident aliens is 30%.
This amount is withheld by the plan administrator
and is a tax requirement, not a penalty related to
the deportation.

Sources:

What happens to the belongings of an
undocumented migrant in the United States if they

are deported?

Do You Lose Ownership of US Property After
Deportation?

What Happens to Your Money and Property If
You Get Deported? - LegalClarity

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the U.S. after returning to this
country?

There are no formal legal mechanisms specifically
designed for Haitian nationals deported from the
U.S to recover property, wages, or financial
assets from the US after returning to Haiti.
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https://www.ijdh.org/
https://www.ijdh.org/
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf
https://en.cibercuba.com/noticias/2025-03-25-u1-e129488-s27061-nid299565-pasa-bienes-migrante-estados-unidos-deportado
https://en.cibercuba.com/noticias/2025-03-25-u1-e129488-s27061-nid299565-pasa-bienes-migrante-estados-unidos-deportado
https://en.cibercuba.com/noticias/2025-03-25-u1-e129488-s27061-nid299565-pasa-bienes-migrante-estados-unidos-deportado
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://legalclarity.org/what-happens-to-your-money-and-property-if-you-get-deported/
https://legalclarity.org/what-happens-to-your-money-and-property-if-you-get-deported/
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3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the U.S. and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

We could not find bilateral agreements or
memoranda of understanding between the US
and Haiti addressing repatriation.

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

Under the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention
Against Torture, states (including Haiti) must
ensure that returnees are not subjected to
persecution, torture, or inhuman treatment upon
return. This principle also applies to receiving
states, requiring Haiti to provide conditions that do
not expose returnees to harm.

Unfortunately, current conditions in Haiti—
widespread gang violence, kidnappings, sexual
violence, and lack of basic services—make it
nearly impossible to guarantee safe and dignified
return.

The UN and human rights experts have explicitly
stated that Haiti cannot currently meet its
obligations for safe repatriation due to systemic
insecurity and humanitarian collapse.

Sources:

Voluntary, Safe, and Dignified Return (OAS & UN
Standards)

ipcs haiti 20 march 2024 final 0.pdf

Safe, dignified and rights-based return and
reintegration | International Organization for

Migration

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the US in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

Haitian consulates are responsible for confirming
the nationality of individuals subject to removal
and issuing laissez-passer or emergency travel
documents required for deportation flights.

Haitian consulates also provide immigration
guidance, such as general advice on U.S.
immigration processes and required
documentation.

Sources:

CONSULAR REPRESENTATION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF HAITI IN THE UNITED STATES —
Embassy of Haiti

CONSULAR SERVICES — Embassy of Haiti

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the U.S. to this country from
November 2024 to present.

There is no up-to-date official statistics available.

Based on the Haitian Times, since January 2025,
there were 4 deportation flights from the U.S. to
Haiti:

= 21 deportees in February 2025;

= 46 deportees in March 2025;

= 96 deportees in July 2025;

= 132 deportees in September 2025.

As such from January to September 2025, 295
individuals have been deported from the U.S. to
Haiti.

Sources:

First group of 21 deportees under Trump arrives
in Haiti - The Haitian Times

Africanews | Deportation flight from U.S. arrives in
Haiti with 46 passengers

96 Haitians deported from U.S., some rejoiced to
return home

132 Haitians, including 6 children, arrive in Cap-
Haitien on Trump deportation flight - The Haitian
Times
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https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/2021/Res-2-21-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/2021/Res-2-21-en.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2106032/ipcs_haiti_20_march_2024_final_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/safe-dignified-and-rights-based-return-and-reintegration
https://www.iom.int/safe-dignified-and-rights-based-return-and-reintegration
https://www.iom.int/safe-dignified-and-rights-based-return-and-reintegration
https://www.haiti.org/consular-representation-of-the-republic-of-haiti-in-the-united-states/
https://www.haiti.org/consular-representation-of-the-republic-of-haiti-in-the-united-states/
https://www.haiti.org/consular-representation-of-the-republic-of-haiti-in-the-united-states/
https://www.haiti.org/consular-services/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/05/first-21-haitians-deported-under-trump/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/05/first-21-haitians-deported-under-trump/
https://www.africanews.com/amp/2025/03/19/deportation-flight-from-us-arrives-in-haiti-with-46-passengers/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=17575560996631&csi=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://www.africanews.com/amp/2025/03/19/deportation-flight-from-us-arrives-in-haiti-with-46-passengers/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=17575560996631&csi=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/07/18/haitians-deported-usa-cap-haitien/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/07/18/haitians-deported-usa-cap-haitien/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
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2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the
U.S. are arriving during the same
period.

Deportation flights from the U.S. to Haiti are
arriving in Port-au-Prince (Toussaint Louverture
International Airport) and Cap-Haitien (Cap-
Haitien International Airport).

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Port-au-Prince and Cap-Haitien

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the U.S. of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

In February 2025, 21 Haitian nationals were
deported from the U.S. to Haiti. Out of the 21
individuals, 12 were convicted criminals from
prisons and nine undocumented.

In March 2025, 46 Haitian nationals were
deported from the U.S. to Haiti, 25 of whom were
convicted felons.

In July 2025, 96 Haitian nationals were deported
from the U.S. to Haiti. The group included 78 men
and 18 women. Several deportees interviewed by
The Haitian Times said they were long-time U.S.
residents arrested while trying to formalize their
status. One deportee reported having two children
in the U.S. Another deportee, age 33, with two
children remaining in the U.S., mentioned that he
moved to Florida at age three with his mother and
became undocumented at six after his mother’s
asylum case was denied following a run-in with
law enforcement. Finally, another deportee, age
71, moved illegally to Florida in 1984. He gained
Temporary Protected Status in 2010, but it
expired in 2012. During 41 years in Florida, this
deportee worked construction and as a
dishwasher while supporting his family in Haiti. He
fathered eight children between Haiti, Nassau and
Florida.

In September 2025, 132 Haitian nationals were
deported from the U.S. to Haiti, including six

children between the ages of four and 11. One of
the regional managers of Haiti’s National Office of
Migration (ONM) mentioned that the children
arrived with their parents, and none of the
passengers had been deported for serious
crimes. He added, however, that Haitian
authorities had not been given details about the
specific reasons for their removal. He was unable
to say whether the children were born in the U.S.
or elsewhere, and how long the deported adults
had lived in the country.

Sources:

First group of 21 deportees under Trump arrives
in Haiti - The Haitian Times

Africanews | Deportation flight from U.S. arrives in
Haiti with 46 passengers

96 Haitians deported from U.S., some rejoiced to
return home

132 Haitians, including 6 children, arrive in Cap-
Haitien on Trump deportation flight - The Haitian
Times

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

Criminal convictions, unlawful entry or overstay,
asylum denial.
Sources:

First group of 21 deportees under Trump arrives
in Haiti - The Haitian Times

Africanews | Deportation flight from U.S. arrives in
Haiti with 46 passengers

96 Haitians deported from U.S., some rejoiced to
return home

132 Haitians, including 6 children, arrive in Cap-
Haitien on Trump deportation flight - The Haitian
Times

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

Haitians’ general distrust of the government stems
in large part from the absence of transparency
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https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/05/first-21-haitians-deported-under-trump/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/05/first-21-haitians-deported-under-trump/
https://www.africanews.com/amp/2025/03/19/deportation-flight-from-us-arrives-in-haiti-with-46-passengers/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=17575560996631&csi=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://www.africanews.com/amp/2025/03/19/deportation-flight-from-us-arrives-in-haiti-with-46-passengers/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=17575560996631&csi=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/07/18/haitians-deported-usa-cap-haitien/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/07/18/haitians-deported-usa-cap-haitien/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/05/first-21-haitians-deported-under-trump/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/02/05/first-21-haitians-deported-under-trump/
https://www.africanews.com/amp/2025/03/19/deportation-flight-from-us-arrives-in-haiti-with-46-passengers/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=17575560996631&csi=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://www.africanews.com/amp/2025/03/19/deportation-flight-from-us-arrives-in-haiti-with-46-passengers/#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=17575560996631&csi=1&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/07/18/haitians-deported-usa-cap-haitien/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/07/18/haitians-deported-usa-cap-haitien/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
https://haitiantimes.com/2025/09/12/132-haitians-including-6-children-arrive-in-cap-haitien-on-trump-deportation-flight/
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and accountability measures that are needed to
reduce corruption. There are no access-to-
information laws, and it is reportedly very difficult
to obtain government documents and data in
practice. A 2020 presidential decree that created
the National Intelligence Agency (ANI) granted it
total secrecy and the ability to conduct
surveillance on individuals and businesses at any
time, even if there is no relevant ongoing
investigation.

The transitional government has made
transparency a key pillar of its administration, as
distrust could challenge the legitimacy of elections
set to be organized in 2025. However, doubts
have been cast on the transparency of the new
CEP’s formation. Additionally, in August, three
members of the transitional presidential council
were embroiled in a corruption scandal,
increasing doubts about the transparency of the
council’s establishment.

Source:

Haiti: Freedom in the World 2025 Country Report
| Freedom House

7. Government Sources: ldentify which
agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

The Haitian Institute of Statistics and Information
Technology (Institut Haitien de Statistique et
d’Informatique (IHSI) - Accueil)

The National Office for Migration (onm.gouv.ht)

The Ministry of the Interior (Ministére de I'Intérieur
et des Collectivités Territoriales)

8. Freedom of Information: Assess
whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

There are no access-to-information laws, and it is
reportedly very difficult to obtain government
documents and data in practice.

Source:

Haiti: Freedom in the World 2025 Country Report
| Freedom House

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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