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Honduras

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

Adults deported from the United States are 
treated at the Center for Attention to Returned 
Migrants (CAMR), located at the San Pedro Sula 
Airport. 

At the CAMR there is food and coffee, access to 
medical and psychological care, as well as advice 
on obtaining the necessary documents. If they 
consider that there is danger, they are referred to 
an office of the Norwegian Refugee Council. 

There is a bus that will take you to the central bus 
terminal of San Pedro de Sula. 

On the other hand, minors and families traveling 
with children are transferred by bus to the Belén 
center, which is managed by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) and the 
Directorate of Children, Adolescents and Family 
(DINAF). According to the information available, in 
this center the minors receive psychological care 
and have the possibility of making telephone calls. 

In both cases (with or without minors) there will be 
an interview to gather information. 

The sources of information include security 
information and warn of a risk to people with 
tattoos, particularly from the gangs that control the 
sectors adjacent to the airport. 

It is not clear why, or to whom they will have to 
give explanations, but sources confirm that people 
with tattoos should be prepared to give 
information related to the meaning of tattoos. 

Source: 

Honduras (Spanish).pdf 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

1. Program Brother, Sister, Return Home 

The Honduran government announced its 
“Brother, Sister, Return Home” plan to assist 
deported nationals and those who decide to return 
voluntarily through government-coordinated 
programs. The plan includes the following key 
components: 

Economic ($100 USD per person) and food 
assistance program; 

Labor integration and job training; 

Attention centers, providing access to hygiene 
kits, food, medical and psychological care, and a 
transportation voucher; and 

Access to a $1000 seed capital to promote 
entrepreneurship. 

The implementation of the program faces several 
hurdles. Some main concerns include the 
availability of resources to fund it, its 
sustainability, and the ability of the labor market to 
absorb returnees. 

Source: 

https://www.alianzaamericas.org/tool/conditions-
honduran-deportees-will-return-to 

https://sreci.gob.hn/node/2090 

https://elmundo.hn/honduras-lanza-programa-
para-apoyar-migrantes-deportado/ 

“The government of President Xiomara Castro 
has developed an initiative that seeks to provide 
comprehensive support to migrants who return to 
the country. 

The “Sister and Brother Returns Home” program 
includes the delivery of solidarity vouchers to 
facilitate the movement of deportees to their 
places of origin, in addition to guaranteeing basic 
resources for their reintegration. 

The objective is to give all the inputs to 
Hondurans so that they feel welcome at home 
and feel that they can develop again in 
Honduras.” 

https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Honduras%20%28Spanish%29.pdf
https://www.alianzaamericas.org/tool/conditions-honduran-deportees-will-return-to
https://www.alianzaamericas.org/tool/conditions-honduran-deportees-will-return-to
https://sreci.gob.hn/node/2090
https://elmundo.hn/honduras-lanza-programa-para-apoyar-migrantes-deportado/
https://elmundo.hn/honduras-lanza-programa-para-apoyar-migrantes-deportado/
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2. Belén Returned Migrant Care Center – 
Migration 

Centre that provides the following requirements to 
people whose only requirement is to be a returned 
migrant: 

▪ Complete feeding. 

▪ Migratory process with biometric system. 

▪ Information on the government’s social offer. 

▪ Data capture for the registration card. 

▪ Transportation to your places of origin. 

▪ Medical care. 

▪ Psychological care. 

▪ National or international phone call. 

▪ Costumes. 

▪ Accommodation. 

▪ Special attention for people displaced by 
violence. 

▪ Phone: 2236-0200 

3. National Reintegration Plan 

This Plan is part of the policies that President 
Xiomara Castro has established so that 
Hondurans do not leave the country, in which it 
generates more investment in the social sector, 
through employment, and those who are returned 
can find possibilities to stay in the country, create 
roots and contribute to the economy and thus 
prevent migration 

The Honduran government announced its 
“Brother, Sister, Return Home” plan to assist 
deported nationals and those who decide to return 
voluntarily through government-coordinated 
programs. The plan includes the following key 
components: 

▪ Economic ($100 USD per person) and food 
assistance program; 

▪ Labor integration and job training; 

▪ Attention centers, providing access to hygiene 
kits, food, medical and psychological care, 
and a transportation voucher; and 

▪ Access to a $1000 seed capital to promote 
entrepreneurship. 

The implementation of the program faces several 
hurdles. Some main concerns include the 

availability of resources to fund it, its 
sustainability, and the ability of the labor market to 
absorb returnees. 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

Source: 

Honduras begins to receive wave of returned 
migrants with extensive reintegration challenges 

According to the sources, the biggest shortage in 
Honduras for migrants is the guarantee of their 
safety. Although there are other shortages such 
as attention to doctors and integral psychologists, 
the government’s efforts to guarantee these 
services can be evidenced. 

However, security issues are finding a significant 
void, as most migrants return to high-risk areas, 
from which they may have been previously 
displaced. 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

Honduras has launched and considered several 
initiatives to assist deported individuals, focusing 
on reintegration, employment, and social support. 
Here are the main efforts: 

1. Returned Migrant Reintegration Program 

▪ Description: Managed by the National 
Institute of Migration (INM) and supported by 
the Ministry of Social Development, this 
program provides orientation, temporary 
shelter, and referral to job training for 
deported individuals. 

▪ Services Offered: Psychological and 
social counseling 

▪ Job placement assistance 

▪ Skills training programs 

Source: 

inm.gob.hn 

https://www.coyuntura.co/post/honduras-comienza-a-recibir-ola-de-migrantes-retornados-con-amplios-desaf%C3%ADos-de-reintegraci%C3%B3n
https://www.coyuntura.co/post/honduras-comienza-a-recibir-ola-de-migrantes-retornados-con-amplios-desaf%C3%ADos-de-reintegraci%C3%B3n
file:///C:/Users/GSMJA10/Downloads/inm.gob.hn
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1. Centers for the Attention of Returned 
Migrants (CAMR) 

▪ Description: Operated in partnership with 
NGOs and international organizations (e.g., 
IOM), these centers offer immediate 
humanitarian assistance upon arrival. 

▪ Services Offered: Food and medical care 

▪ Transportation to home communities 

▪ Information on reintegration programs 

Source: 

Honduras | ONU Migración Americas 

2. “Connect Employment” and Vocational 
Training 

▪ Description: Initiatives coordinated with the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Security and 
private sector partners to provide deported 
individuals with access to employment 
opportunities and technical training. 

Source: 

SETRASS - Ministry of Labor and Social Security 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

Source: 

Honduras reinforces policies for the identification 
and reintegration of returned migrants - ahn.hn 

The Honduran government launched the “Sister 
and Brother Returns Home” program, a 
comprehensive initiative to support migrants 
deported from the United States. This plan 
includes solidarity bonuses for transportation, 
provision of basic resources for reintegration, and 
the implementation of a massive employment 
program. In addition, bilateral cooperation with the 
US was strengthened to ensure safe and dignified 
returns, and consulates in Mexico, Guatemala, 
and the US were instructed to provide assistance 
at border centers and shelters. The objective is to 
offer conditions that allow returnees to reintegrate 
into Honduran society and economy in a dignified 
and sustainable manner. 

Through the National Registry of Persons (RNP), 
windows were set up in the attention centers and 
mobile consulates, so that deportees can obtain 

their National Identification Document (DNI) 
immediately. This is key for them to be able to 
access basic services, social programs and job 
opportunities without delays. 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

The Honduran government is currently 
implementing a plan called “Brother, Come 
Home.” This plan aims to: 

▪ Solidarity Bonus 

▪ More than 2,000 lempiras for adult 
returnees. 

▪ An additional $100 for ages 18 and older. 

▪ Seed capital of $1,000 for ventures. 

▪ Food Support 

▪ Two vouchers of 2,000 lempiras 
redeemable at BANASUPRO. 

▪ Massive employment program 

▪ Integration into the national employment 
exchange. 

▪ Training through INFOP. 

▪ Coordination with the COEP to facilitate 
labor insertion. 

▪ Centers for Attention to Returned Migrants 
(CAMR) 

▪ They provide hygiene kits, food, medical 
and psychological care. 

▪ Subsidy for transportation to the place of 
origin. 

▪ Immigration record of entry into the 
country. 

▪ Training and entrepreneurship 

▪ Coordination with SENPRENDE in 8 
phases to strengthen skills and support 
businesses. 

https://www.wola.org/es/analysis/cronica-desde-
honduras-cuatro-cosas-que-debe-saber-sobre-
las-deportaciones-del-ice/ 

https://lac.iom.int/en/regions/america/honduras
https://www.trabajo.gob.hn/
https://ahn.hn/honduraspoliticasidentificacionreinsercmigrantes-retornados/
https://ahn.hn/honduraspoliticasidentificacionreinsercmigrantes-retornados/
https://www.wola.org/es/analysis/cronica-desde-honduras-cuatro-cosas-que-debe-saber-sobre-las-deportaciones-del-ice/
https://www.wola.org/es/analysis/cronica-desde-honduras-cuatro-cosas-que-debe-saber-sobre-las-deportaciones-del-ice/
https://www.wola.org/es/analysis/cronica-desde-honduras-cuatro-cosas-que-debe-saber-sobre-las-deportaciones-del-ice/
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7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Deported people do not automatically face 
detention or investigation upon arrival in 
Honduras. This will depend on whether they have 
pending judicial processes in the country, such as 
criminal records or open cases before the 
authorities. 

mpi-marco-legal-institucional-migratorio-
honduras.pdf 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

If a person was deported and needs to reapply for 
their documents in Honduras, they should contact 
the National Institute of Migration (INM) to verify 
their immigration status and learn about the 
available procedures. 

In case the documents are in the United States, it 
is possible to submit a request under the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) through the online portal 
of the corresponding agency, such as USCIS or 
the Department of State. The request must 
include a detailed description of the required 
records, personal information (such as full name 
and date of birth), and, if available, the case 
number or receipt number. This will allow the 
immigration history to be reviewed and the 
possibility of recovering the documents to be 
evaluated. 

Migrant Guide: Honduras (Spanish).pdf 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Processes at the “Repatriation” center 

The minors and their families are transferred by 
bus from the airport to a center called Belén, 
managed by the IOM (International Organization 
for Migration) and DINAF (Directorate of Children, 
Youth and Family). In Bethlehem they are 
interviewed, given food, have access to a 

psychologist, allow them to make phone calls. 
Unaccompanied minors must be picked up by a 
parent or guardian. They are staying in Bethlehem 
until that happens. 

Adults deported by the US are processed at the 
CAMR (Centro de Atención al Migrante 
Rereturne), a center at the San Pedro Sula 
airport. After getting off the plane they are 
transferred to the CAMR. As people enter the 
center, their belongings are returned to them. 

Source: 

Honduras (Spanish).pdf 

The SIAMIR is: System of the Registry of 
Attention to Returned Migrants (SIAMIR), which is 
a subsystem of the SIRBHO, which collects 
information on migrants repatriated/returned to 
Honduras. The Returned Migrant Assistance 
Registration Form (FIM), an instrument applied in 
the official Returned Migrant Assistance Centers. 

Sources: 

SIAMIR – SDG Honduras | Honduran Social 
Development Observatory 

mpi-marco-legal-institucional-migratorio-
honduras.pdf 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Current Honduran law does not guarantee or 
provide free or state-supported legal assistance 
specifically for deported individuals. There is no 
evidence in national statutes or official policy 
(from agencies such as the Secretariat of Human 
Rights or National Institute of Migration) of a legal 
aid program directed at deported persons. 

In Honduras, the right to a free public defender is 
secured mainly in criminal cases. If someone 
faces criminal charges and cannot afford a 
lawyer, the State must appoint a public defender 
at no cost—as established by the Criminal 
Procedure Code and Article 82 of the Honduran 
Constitution (on due process). You can review 
Article 82 here: 
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION
%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HON
DURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-marco-legal-institucional-migratorio-honduras.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-marco-legal-institucional-migratorio-honduras.pdf
https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Honduras%20%28Spanish%29.pdf
https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Honduras%20%28Spanish%29.pdf
https://ods.sedesol.gob.hn/siamir/
https://ods.sedesol.gob.hn/siamir/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-marco-legal-institucional-migratorio-honduras.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-marco-legal-institucional-migratorio-honduras.pdf
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
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Outside of criminal proceedings and constitutional 
protection actions (‘amparo’), the State does NOT 
guarantee free lawyer assignment for civil, 
administrative, or migration cases. Free legal aid 
is only provided in exceptional circumstances, like 
serious violations of fundamental rights. Usually, 
individuals must hire their own lawyer or seek free 
services from NGOs. 

In constitutional amparo cases, the Law on 
Constitutional Justice (“Ley sobre Justicia 
Constitucional”) specifies in Article 30 that if the 
affected person lacks financial resources, a public 
defender must be assigned free of charge. This 
guarantee is especially for the defense of 
fundamental rights through amparo actions. The 
official law text (Spanish) can be found here: 
https://honduras.justia.com/federales/leyes/decret
o-244/gdoc/ 

Key sources: 

▪ Honduran Constitution, Article 82: 
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCI
ON%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%
20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.
pdf  

▪ Law on Constitutional Justice, Article 30: 
https://honduras.justia.com/federales/leyes/de
creto-244/gdoc/ 

▪ In summary: Free legal defense by the State 
in Honduras is restricted to criminal and 
constitutional (amparo) cases or when 
fundamental rights are gravely affected. 
There is no legal obligation to appoint a free 
lawyer in administrative or migration matters, 
including for deported persons. 

2. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

1. US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) — Honduras Office 

▪ Mission: To protect the rights and address the 
needs of persons in forced or voluntary 
migration worldwide, supporting their 
transition to a dignified life. USCRI works to 
provide essential services to vulnerable 
people, including deported individuals, 
through direct assistance, capacity-building, 
and advocacy (USCRI). 

▪ Type of service and resources they provide: 

▪ Case management for survivors of 
trafficking and vulnerable migrants; 

▪ Legal orientation and access to 
immigration documentation; 

▪ Referrals for psychosocial and health 
assistance; 

▪ Training and capacity-building for local 
partners; 

▪ Collaboration with national agencies for 
identification and aid to trafficking 
survivors via the Shepherd system 

▪ Local program: USCRI’s Aspire Child & 
Youth Services Program offers assistance 
to minor survivors of trafficking, including 
deported migrant children 

▪ Technical assistance and connections 
between OTIP (Office on Trafficking in 
Persons, US HHS), Aspire, local service 
providers, and child welfare agencies for 
case-by-case support (Human Trafficking 
Data & Collaboration for Better Solutions) 

▪ Data on number of individuals helped: USCRI 
(as an international organization) notes, for 
fiscal year 2024, their trafficking programs 
provided more than 75 trainings across all 50 
states, and assisted hundreds of children 
through child trafficking and survivor support 
programs. Specific numbers for Honduras 
alone are not detailed, but it is documented 
as a location for direct field presence and 
activities (Human Trafficking Data & 
Collaboration for Better Solutions). 

https://honduras.justia.com/federales/leyes/decreto-244/gdoc/
https://honduras.justia.com/federales/leyes/decreto-244/gdoc/
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
https://congresonacional.hn/pdf/CONSTITUCION%20DE%20LA%20REPUBLICA%20DE%20HONDURAS%20ACTUALIZADA%202014.pdf
https://honduras.justia.com/federales/leyes/decreto-244/gdoc/
https://honduras.justia.com/federales/leyes/decreto-244/gdoc/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
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▪ Other organizations they partner with: 

▪ US Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Office on Trafficking in Persons 
(OTIP) 

▪ Local child welfare agencies 

▪ Other federal agencies and non-profits 

▪ International partners (Alliance with 
governmental and non-governmental 
actors in Honduras) (Human Trafficking 
Data & Collaboration for Better Solutions) 

Source: 

Human Trafficking Data & Collaboration for Better 
Solutions 

2. International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) / Honduran 
Red Cross 

▪ Mission: To provide humanitarian assistance 
and protection to migrants, refugees, 
deported persons, and others in vulnerable 
situations through neutral, impartial, and 
independent aid (Article: Migrants in Need 
Report Barriers to Assis.. | 
migrationpolicy.org). 

▪ Type of service and resources they provide: 

▪ Humanitarian assistance at borders, 
transit points, and detention centers 
(food, shelter, health care, legal aid, and 
psychosocial support) 

▪ Assistance to deportees and returnees, 
including accompaniment for immigration 
procedures and initial reintegration 

▪ Information, awareness campaigns, and 
navigation of available services in 
Honduras 

▪ Participation in migration research -- the 
Red Cross Red Crescent Global 
Migration Lab conducted research in 
Honduras on migrant needs, trust, 
barriers to accessing aid, and 
effectiveness of humanitarian assistance 
(Article: Migrants in Need Report Barriers 
to Assis.. | migrationpolicy.org) 

▪ Data on number of individuals helped: 
Specific numbers for Honduras are not 
provided, but large-scale research conducted 
in Honduras and 14 other countries included 
hundreds of direct interviews with migrants, 
many of whom relied on Red Cross/Red 
Crescent for critical aid. In 2022, the Red 

Cross network supported thousands of 
individuals regionally. Barriers such as lack of 
trust, awareness, and eligibility were identified 
as significant for migrants, including deported 
persons (Article: Migrants in Need Report 
Barriers to Assis.. | migrationpolicy.org). 

▪ Other organizations they partner with: 

▪ Honduran Red Cross (Honduran Red 
Cross) 

▪ International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) 

▪ Government agencies 

▪ Local civil society and community 
organizations (Article: Migrants in Need 
Report Barriers to Assis.. | 
migrationpolicy.org) 

Source: 

Article: Migrants in Need Report Barriers to 
Assis.. | migrationpolicy.org 

3. Local Government Entities & Collaborators 

▪ Mission: 

▪ Provide support and coordination for 
return, reintegration, and documentation 
for deported individuals 

▪ National and municipal authorities partner 
with international agencies to identify 
vulnerable returnees (Article: Migrants in 
Need Report Barriers to Assis.. | 
migrationpolicy.org) 

▪ Type of service and resources they provide: 

▪ Assistance in obtaining national 
identification documents 

▪ Limited access to social programs, health 
and education services 

▪ Referral to partner NGOs and 
humanitarian agencies 

▪ Data on numbers of individuals helped: While 
Honduran local governments and partner 
agencies provide dignified initial assistance to 
deported persons—mainly through reception 
centers—sustained reintegration support 
remains limited, especially following the 
closure of municipal reintegration offices. 
International and non-governmental 
organizations are pivotal in providing 
immediate services and technical support, but 
both coverage and funding are insufficient to 

https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
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meet all needs 
(https://www.wola.org/analysis/halfway-to-us-
report-honduras-migration/)(United States 
Department of State). Comprehensive 
centralized statistics on the total assisted for 
reintegration and long-term outcomes are 
presently lacking. 

Web Sources 

https://www.wola.org/analysis/halfway-to-us-
report-honduras-migration/ 

WOLA 

2024 Trafficking in Persons Report: Honduras 

▪ Other organizations they partner with: 

▪ IFRC, USCRI, and UN organizations 

▪ Local shelters and service providers 

Barriers Identified: 

▪ Lack of trust in humanitarian actors and legal 
service providers, fear of cooperation with 
deportation/removal authorities, and limited 
awareness or availability of services are 
widely reported among deported persons in 
Honduras and other countries (Article: 
Migrants in Need Report Barriers to Assis.. | 
migrationpolicy.org). 

▪ 48% of surveyed deportees feared seeking 
support could risk detention or future 
deportation 

▪ Most assistance is humanitarian; legal 
orientation and case management is 
especially limited by trust gaps and available 
resources 

Recommendations: 

▪ Improve communication regarding 
independence of NGOs/humanitarian actors 
from public authorities 

▪ Expand eligibility and awareness for legal and 
psychosocial support 

▪ Strengthen cross-border coordination models 
(Article: Migrants in Need Report Barriers to 
Assis.. | migrationpolicy.org) 

Additional Notes 

▪ Legal aid organizations, including some faith-
based and local NGOs, operate on a case-by-
case basis and often collaborate with 
international bodies. Comprehensive lists and 
data are not available in these results. 

▪ Most references confirm the integral role of 
humanitarian NGOs, Red Cross societies, 
and international agencies-sometimes in 
partnership with the Honduran government-in 
receiving and supporting deported persons, 
but a lack of systematic data on numbers 
served or annual reports is evident. 

Conclusion: The most prominent organizations 
providing legal and non-legal assistance to 
deported individuals in Honduras are: 

▪ US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) 

▪ International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (through the 
Honduran Red Cross) 

▪ Local government agencies collaborating with 
humanitarian partners. 

Each delivers a combination of case 
management, legal and psychosocial support, 
documentation, and emergency humanitarian 
services. There is a strong emphasis on cross-
sector collaboration. However, recent, precise 
data on the number of deported people served by 
each program in Honduras specifically, as well as 
comprehensive lists of all local collaborators, are 
not detailed in the available search results 
(USCRI)( Article: Migrants in Need Report 
Barriers to Assis.. | migrationpolicy.org). 

In addition, there are programs that offer free 
legal advice and assistance to migrant and 
deported workers, as well as psychosocial 
support and accompaniment, although the results 
do not specify whether these are implemented 
specifically by the Honduran Bar Association or by 
other public or private entities in Honduras 
(publications.iadb.org). 

In the Central American context, social assistance 
programs have been implemented, including free 
health and legal services for migrants and 
returnees, involving collaboration among 
governments, NGOs, and international 
organizations (mirps-platform.org). 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Incorporation of International Human Rights and 
Refugee Law: Honduras’ legal framework allows 
for the granting of asylum and refugee status, and 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/honduras/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/honduras/
https://www.wola.org/analysis/halfway-to-us-report-honduras-migration/
https://www.wola.org/analysis/halfway-to-us-report-honduras-migration/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/honduras/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://refugees.org/human-trafficking-data-points-to-better-identification-cross-sector-collaboration-is-the-key/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrants-needs-trust-humanitarian-organizations
https://publications.iadb.org/en
file:///C:/Users/GSMJA10/Downloads/mirps-platform.org
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the government has formally cooperated with the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and other humanitarian organizations in providing 
protection and assistance to refugees, returned 
refugees, and asylum seekers (United States 
Department of State 2023)(United States 
Department of State 2022). Honduras claims to 
follow national human rights law, international 
humanitarian law, and international refugee law 
standards (www.foreign.senate.gov). Official 
sources acknowledge that the government 
cooperates with humanitarian agencies, but report 
that government capacity remains “nascent and 
limited,” and implementation is frequently 
problematic, with persistent impunity, corruption, 
and lack of enforcement (United States 
Department of State 2023). 

International Treaties Ratified by Honduras: 
Honduras has ratified: 

▪ The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees 

▪ The 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of 
Refugees 

▪ The American Convention on Human Rights 
(ACHR, 1969 San José Pact) 

▪ The Cartagena Declaration on Refugees 
(regional, 1984) (adopted by Central 
American states, expanding the refugee 
definition to include threats from generalized 
violence and massive violations of human 
rights) 

▪ Other major human rights conventions, 
including the ICCPR, CAT, CEDAW, CRC, 
and conventions on statelessness (United 
States Department of State 2023) (UNHCR) 
(International Organization for Migration). 

National Legislation Implementing These 
Standards: The Honduran law provides for the 
granting of asylum or refugee status and includes 
procedures that require bringing detainees before 
a judicial authority and provide some legal rights 
to detainees and asylum seekers (United States 
Department of State 2023). In March 2023, 
Honduras enacted the “Law for the Prevention, 
Care, and Protection of Internally Displaced 
People,” aiming to provide a legal framework for 
the protection of IDPs (United States Department 
of State 2023). The government maintains 
relevant institutions, including the Interinstitutional 
Commission for the Protection of Persons 
Displaced by Violence and the Ministry of Human 
Rights, but their capacity is limited. 

Most Influential Treaties: The most influential 
treaties for Honduras in this area are: 

▪ The 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 
Protocol: These set out universal standards 
for refugee protection, non-refoulement, and 
rights of refugees. 

▪ The American Convention on Human Rights: 
Establishes regional human rights standards 
and accountability mechanisms. 

▪ The Cartagena Declaration on Refugees: 
Broadens the regional definition of “refugee” 
to include persons fleeing violence, not just 
persecution. 

▪ Universal human rights treaties (ICCPR, 
ICESCR, CAT, CEDAW, CRC, etc.) 
supplement refugee and IDP protection 
(UNHCR) (International Organization for 
Migration). 

Gaps in Compliance, Enforcement, and 
Implementation 

Key gaps and shortcomings, as documented by 
official and NGO sources, are: 

▪ Weak national capacity and implementation: 
Government bodies tasked with IDP and 
refugee protection have “relatively nascent 
and limited” capacity (United States 
Department of State 2023). 

▪ Lack of effective law enforcement: 
Widespread impunity, corruption, arbitrary or 
unlawful detentions, lack of investigative 
resources, and long judicial delays undermine 
protection mechanisms (United States 
Department of State 2023). 

▪ Persistent violence, discrimination, and lack 
of access to justice for marginalized groups, 
including ethnic minorities, indigenous 
peoples, LGBTQI+ persons, and IDPs. 

▪ Reports of arbitrary detention, abusive 
treatment, and barriers to legal remedy for 
returned migrants and asylum seekers 
(United States Department of State 2022). 

▪ Limited national data and inability to fully 
monitor and report on violence-related 
displacement (noted for both IDPs and 
returned populations) (United States 
Department of State 2023). 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/download/cruelty-coercion-and-legal-contortions_--sfrc-democratic-staff-report
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.unhcr.org/glossary
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.unhcr.org/glossary
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
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Recent criticisms from NGOs and International 
Organizations: 

▪ NGOs and international observers routinely 
document shortcomings in protection for 
victims of violence, deported and returned 
persons, and IDPs. Ethnic minority and 
indigenous rights leaders, international 
NGOs, and farmworker organizations have 
claimed that the government has failed to 
redress forced displacement caused by state 
and private actors (United States Department 
of State 2023). 

▪ Civil society actors criticize the government 
for lack of transparency, weak and ineffective 
implementation of victim protection 
mechanisms, and a failure to adequately 
investigate and prosecute abuses (United 
States Department of State 2023) (Utrecht 
Law Review). 

▪ NGO and UN reports highlight continuing 
threats and violence against human rights 
defenders and returned individuals, and 
insufficient state efforts to protect persons at 
risk or provide durable solutions. 

▪ Human rights NGOs have played a central 
role in documenting violations, bringing legal 
cases before the Inter-American human rights 
system, and supporting victims, especially in 
cases where domestic remedies are 
ineffective, but note ongoing risks for activists 
and victims, including threats and retaliation. 
The American Convention on Human Rights 
gives NGOs a formal role to submit claims to 
the Inter-American Commission (Utrecht Law 
Review). 

Conclusion: Honduras has formally incorporated 
key international refugee and human rights 
treaties into its legal framework, including the 
1951 Refugee Convention, 1967 Protocol, 
American Convention on Human Rights, and 
Cartagena Declaration. National legislation 
provides for asylum, protection of IDPs, and some 
rights for deported or returned individuals, but 
persistent gaps in enforcement, institutional 
capacity, protection from violence, and judicial 
independence undermine compliance. NGOs and 
international organizations document 
shortcomings in protection, access to justice, and 
rule of law, while noting that Honduras’ legislative 
progress is insufficient without stronger 
implementation and accountability. (United States 
Department of State 2023)(UNHCR)(Utrecht Law 
Review)(International Organization for Migration). 

There is also the Protocol for Assisted Voluntary 
Returns funded by the Regional Conference on 

Migration for the assistance of vulnerable regional 
migrants (CRM Fund for Assisted Voluntary 
Returns | UN Migration Americas). 

Sources: 

General Human Rights/Refugee Compliance, 
National Legislation & Implementation: 

▪ United States Department of State 2023 
(Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: 
Honduras): Honduras - United States 
Department of State 

▪ United States Department of State 2022 
(Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: 
Honduras): Honduras - United States 
Department of State 

▪ US Foreign Relations Committee Democratic 
Staff Report: Cruelty, Coercion, and Legal 
Contortions -- SFRC Democratic Staff 
Report.pdf 

International Treaties and Norms: 

▪ UNHCR Glossary of Terms (refers to major 
treaties, conventions): UNHCR master 
glossary of terms | UNHCR 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
Key Migration Terms: Key Migration Terms, 
Migration Glossary | IOM, UN Migration 

▪ American Convention on Human Rights 
(text): :: Multilateral Treaties > Department of 
International Law > OAS :: 

▪ 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol 
reference (UNHCR): The 1951 Refugee 
Convention | UNHCR 

▪ Cartagena Declaration (historical overview): 
https://www.unhcr.org/media/cartagena-
declaration-refugees-adopted-colloquium-
international-protection-refugees-central 

Critical Academic/NGO Analyses: 

▪ Utrecht Law Review, “The Role of NGOs in 
the Inter-American Human Rights System”: 
The Historical and Present-Day Role of Non-
Governmental Organisations before the Inter-
American Human Rights System in 
Documenting Serious Human Rights 
Violations and Protecting Human Rights and 
the Rule of Law Through Ensuring 
Accountability | Utrecht Law Review 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras
https://www.unhcr.org/glossary
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://lac.iom.int/es/crm-fondo-para-retornos-voluntarios-asistidos
https://lac.iom.int/es/crm-fondo-para-retornos-voluntarios-asistidos
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras/
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Cruelty,%20Coercion,%20and%20Legal%20Contortions%20--%20SFRC%20Democratic%20Staff%20Report.pdf
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Cruelty,%20Coercion,%20and%20Legal%20Contortions%20--%20SFRC%20Democratic%20Staff%20Report.pdf
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Cruelty,%20Coercion,%20and%20Legal%20Contortions%20--%20SFRC%20Democratic%20Staff%20Report.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/glossary
https://www.unhcr.org/glossary
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.htm
https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.unhcr.org/media/cartagena-declaration-refugees-adopted-colloquium-international-protection-refugees-central
https://www.unhcr.org/media/cartagena-declaration-refugees-adopted-colloquium-international-protection-refugees-central
https://www.unhcr.org/media/cartagena-declaration-refugees-adopted-colloquium-international-protection-refugees-central
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672
https://utrechtlawreview.org/articles/10.36633/ulr.672


 

Honduras 
11 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

▪ The US Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants (USCRI) operates in Honduras 
and regionally, offering legal, social, and 
health services to refugees, unaccompanied 
children, trafficking survivors, and other 
migrants. Their programs often include legal 
education and advocacy for rights. Funding 
sources include the US Department of 
Justice, Department of Health & Human 
Services, Oak Foundation, and other 
partners. 

▪ Website: US Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants - USCRI 

▪ International and NGO anti-trafficking 
partnerships (supported by the US State 
Department, IOM, Winrock, Oak Foundation, 
UK’s Foreign Office, etc.) provide rights-
awareness and legal education for 
populations at risk, including returnees and 
deportees. Training and informational 
resources by partners like Quizrr and Issara 
Institute are sometimes available in up to 27 
languages (including Spanish). 

▪ Documentation: 2023 Trafficking in 
Persons Report: 2023 Trafficking in 
Persons Report - United States 
Department of State 

▪ Community-based awareness and resource 
mapping projects (supported by governments, 
NGOs, and IOs) aim to inform returnees and 
deportees about their rights, available legal 
resources, and protections against trafficking. 
These programs frequently use mapping and 
referral systems to direct people to the right 
services, and Spanish is commonly used, with 
other local languages available where 
needed. 

▪ OYE (Organization for the Development of 
Youth in El Progreso): This is a local 
community nonprofit working primarily with 
youth and returnees in El Progreso, Yoro. 
They focus on education, leadership, 
entrepreneurship, scholarships, and support 
services, which includes rights-awareness 
and prevention of risky migration or re-
migration. Website: OYE 

▪ Honduran Red Cross: Provides basic legal 
orientation, humanitarian assistance, and 
rights-awareness to migrants and deported 
individuals at reception centers and local 

offices, often in collaboration with 
international Red Cross bodies. Website: 
https://www.ifrc.org/es/national-societies-
directory/cruz-roja-hondurena 

▪ Association for a More Just Society (ASJ): A 
Honduran NGO that conducts legal 
empowerment, anti-corruption advocacy, and 
citizen education-including awareness 
programs and resources for vulnerable 
groups. Migrant topics are part of their 
advocacy and legal support portfolio. 
Website: 
https://asjhonduras.com/webhn/home/ 

▪ Other local NGOs and church-based groups 
provide varying levels of legal education, 
migrant rights information, and orientation for 
returnees, but most lack formal public 
documentation and usually work via 
partnerships with international agencies like 
IOM, UNHCR, or USAID-supported projects. 

▪ Effectiveness: 

▪ Survivor-informed program design and 
education is a best practice and shown to 
increase effectiveness and trust, but 
formal impact data for Honduras-specific, 
deportee-focused programs remains 
limited in publicly available sources. 

▪ Community resource mapping and joint 
awareness campaigns are cited as 
effective models globally, though their 
application in Honduras is not extensively 
documented. 

▪ Language availability: 

▪ Major programs and digital resources 
(such as Quizrr trainings) are offered in 
up to 27 languages. 

▪ Most Honduran programs are available in 
Spanish, and larger NGOs ensure 
linguistic and cultural sensitivity. 

▪ Funding sources: 

▪ Mix of US government, UK Foreign 
Office, international agencies (IOM), and 
private foundations (Oak Foundation). 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ There is limited public documentation or 
evaluation of Honduras-specific, 
government-led legal education programs 
exclusively for deported individuals. 
Impact reports and program details are 
mainly available for broader anti-

https://refugees.org/
https://refugees.org/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report
https://oyehonduras.org/
https://www.ifrc.org/es/national-societies-directory/cruz-roja-hondurena
https://www.ifrc.org/es/national-societies-directory/cruz-roja-hondurena
https://asjhonduras.com/webhn/home/
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trafficking and migrant rights programs 
run by NGOs and international 
organizations. 

▪ In fact, there is no explicit evidence that 
Honduras offers a right for deported 
persons to apply for asylum upon return, 
or of precedent or jurisprudence 
protecting such claims; There is no 
identified Honduran case law addressing 
asylum claims by deportees; Honduras is 
bound by the Cartagena Declaration, 
which offers a broader definition of 
refugees than the 1951 Convention, but 
the implementation and practice of this in 
Honduran courts is not documented in the 
sources; Regional and international 
organizations recommend adherence to 
broad protection and non-refoulement 
standards, but actual domestic alignment 
with UNHCR guidance varies and seems 
inconsistent, especially in practice and in 
judicial deference (American Immigration 
Council) (International Organization for 
Migration) (Harvard Law Review). 

Sources: 

▪ USCRI (services/programs): US Committee 
for Refugees and Immigrants - USCRI 

▪ US State Department, 2023 Trafficking in 
Persons Report: 2023 Trafficking in Persons 
Report - United States Department of State 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

Currently, there are no formal Honduran 
government programs specifically designed to 
recover personal belongings left behind in the US 
after deportation. It means that recovery of 
belongings is primarily handled through ICE 
procedures and consular assistance, not through 
Honduran domestic programs. However, deported 
individuals can access support through US-based 
and international organizations that assist with 
property recovery and legal guidance: 

1. US Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) - Personal Property Retrieval 

▪ Description: ICE allows individuals to request 
the return of personal belongings left in 
detention or confiscated during deportation. 

▪ Process: Contact the ICE ERO 
(Enforcement and Removal Operations) 
field office where detention occurred. 

▪ Submit a Form G-884 (Request for the 
Return of Original Documents) for official 
documents. 

Source: 

Detention Facilities | ICE 

2. Consulate of Honduras in the US 

▪ Description: Honduran consulates often assist 
deported nationals with inquiries related to 
belongings and documentation. 

▪ Services: Liaison with US authorities 

▪ Guidance on shipping or recovering items 

Source: 

https://consuladodehondurasenusa.com/en/ 

3. International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

▪ Description: Through reintegration programs, 
IOM provides counseling and sometimes 
logistical support for deported migrants, 
including advice on recovering property. 

Source: 

Honduras | ONU Migración Americas 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

There are no specific legal mechanisms or 
agreements to recover property, wages, or 
financial assets once a person is deported from 
the US and returns to their home country. Assets 
can be claimed prior to deportation or through 
legal processes in the US that typically require 
legal assistance. Before being deported, the 
person may attempt to remove or sell their 
personal belongings, transfer money to bank 
accounts in their home country, and seek legal 
advice to understand their options. After 
deportation, recovering wages or assets requires 
legal processes in the US, which can be complex 
and expensive, so it is essential to have 
specialized legal representation. Help can also be 
sought through nonprofits such as RAICES, 
National Justice for Our Neighbors, Catholic 

https://refugees.org/
https://refugees.org/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report
https://www.ice.gov/detention-facilities
https://consuladodehondurasenusa.com/en/
https://lac.iom.int/en/regions/america/honduras
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Charities, Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
(ILRC), American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 
and National Immigration Law Center (NILC), 
which offer free or low-cost legal assistance to 
immigrants deported or at risk of deportation. 8 
Organizations Fighting and Providing Help to 
Immigrants Arriving in the US - La Red Hispana 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

The Government of Honduras, with the technical 
support of the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), launched the National 
Reintegration Plan 2024–2025, focused on 
providing comprehensive support to Hondurans 
returning to the country, especially from the 
United States and Mexico. Between 2019 and 
2023, more than 346,000 people returned to 
Honduras, with the United States being one of the 
main countries of return. This plan seeks to offer 
them real opportunities for economic, social and 
psychosocial reintegration, in order to strengthen 
their roots, improve their living conditions and 
prevent future irregular migration. The strategy 
includes human rights, gender, age and non-
discrimination approaches, and aligns with Goal 
21 of the Global Compact on Migration, 
reaffirming the country’s commitment to a 
dignified and sustainable return. Honduras 
Launches National Reintegration Plan to Assist 
Returnees | IOM (NTCA) 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

1. Respect for human rights Honduras must 
ensure that any return process respects the 
dignity, security, and fundamental rights of 
migrants, regardless of their immigration 
status. This includes avoiding cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment during repatriation. 
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/ 

2. The State must provide effective consular 
protection to its citizens abroad, including 
legal assistance, guidance in immigration 
processes, and support in cases of detention, 
illness, or vulnerability. 
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/ 

3. Honduras has an obligation to facilitate the 
return of people in special conditions, such as 
minors, the sick, the disabled, or the 
terminally ill, ensuring that the process is safe 
and respectful. https://www.tsc.gob.hn/ 

4. The country must implement policies that 
allow returned migrants to effectively 
reintegrate into their communities, with 
access to basic services, employment, 
education and psychosocial support. This is 
aligned with Goal 21 of the Global Compact 
on Migration, which promotes dignified return 
and sustainable reintegration Honduras, a 
regional benchmark on the return and 
reintegration of migrants - Proceso Digital 
Honduras must collaborate with other 
countries and international organizations to 
ensure that return processes are carried out 
in a coordinated manner and in accordance 
with international standards. including 
bilateral agreements on deportation, 
repatriation and protection of migrants 
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/ 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Mobile consulates: In cities with a high 
concentration of Hondurans, mobile consulates 
have been installed that allow procedures such as 
passport renewal, civil registrations and legal 
advice to be carried out without the need to travel 
long distances. Honduras, regional benchmark on 
the return and reintegration of migrants - Proceso 
Digital 

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963): 
Establishes that consulates have the obligation to 
protect the interests of their nationals, provide 
assistance, and represent them before courts and 
authorities of the receiving country. 

The Undersecretariat for Consular and Migratory 
Affairs, under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation (SRECI), has the 
following mandate: 

▪ Provide consular protection to Hondurans in 
vulnerable situations, including detainees, 
victims of trafficking, unaccompanied minors, 
the seriously ill, and deceased migrants. 

▪ Coordinate mobile consulates in the US to 
expand consular coverage. 

https://laredhispana.org/informate/8-organizaciones-que-luchan-y-brindan-ayuda-a-los-inmigrantes-que-llegan-a-los-estados-unidos/
https://laredhispana.org/informate/8-organizaciones-que-luchan-y-brindan-ayuda-a-los-inmigrantes-que-llegan-a-los-estados-unidos/
https://laredhispana.org/informate/8-organizaciones-que-luchan-y-brindan-ayuda-a-los-inmigrantes-que-llegan-a-los-estados-unidos/
https://nortedecentroamerica.iom.int/es/news/honduras-lanza-el-plan-nacional-de-reintegracion-para-asistir-quienes-retornan-al-pais
https://nortedecentroamerica.iom.int/es/news/honduras-lanza-el-plan-nacional-de-reintegracion-para-asistir-quienes-retornan-al-pais
https://nortedecentroamerica.iom.int/es/news/honduras-lanza-el-plan-nacional-de-reintegracion-para-asistir-quienes-retornan-al-pais
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-referente-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-referente-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-referente-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes/
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-referente-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-referente-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes/
https://proceso.hn/honduras-referente-regional-sobre-retorno-y-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes/
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▪ Permanently train consular personnel on 
migration and human rights issues. 

▪ Supervise compliance with immigration laws 
and consular regulations. 
https://www.sreci.gob.hn/ 

Law on the Diplomatic and Consular Service of 
Honduras 

This law states that consulates must: 

▪ To protect the rights and interests of 
Honduran nationals in the receiving country. 

▪ To represent the State and act in accordance 
with international treaties ratified by 
Honduras. 

▪ Coordinate repatriation actions and legal 
assistance in cases of deportation. 
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/ 

Honduras is a precursor country of the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, 
and has established inter-institutional tables for its 
implementation. In the consular context, this 
involves: 

▪ Strengthen consular protection in all phases 
of the migratory cycle. 

▪ Promote dignified return and sustainable 
reintegration. 

▪ Coordinate with international agencies such 
as IOM and USAID to support returned 
migrants. https://www.sreci.gob.hn/ 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

From January to March 2023 and 2024 
Total official returns to Honduras: 
2023: 16,167 
2024: 13,121 

Divided into: 
Returns from the USA to Honduras: 

Adult: 
2023:6,347 
2024:8,793 

Children & Teens: 
2023:1,020 
2024:1,406 

from 2024 to the present: 

The US Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) Annual Report for Fiscal Year 20245 5 
recorded 45,923 apprehensions of Hondurans 
during fiscal year 20246, which equates to an 
average of 3,827 people per month and 128 per 
day. 

According to the official digital newspaper La 
Nación7, 538 arrests and 373 detentions were 
registered on the first day. By Jan. 29, the 
numbers had risen to 1,116 arrests and 814 
detentions. In total, during the first two weeks of 
raids, 4,333 people were arrested in operations 
carried out in 10 of the 50 states of the United 
States. 

According to the National Institute of Migration 
(INM), in 2024, 34,386 returnees were registered, 
of which 68% were forcibly repatriated. Of the 
total, 51% came from the United States and 33% 
from Guatemala. 

So far in 2025 (May 15, 2025), 13,992 people 
have returned to Honduras, of which 59% come 
from the United States. 

Sources: 

Municipalities strengthen local response to human 
mobility challenges | United Nations Development 
Programme 

18263-migration-context-impact-and-challenge-in-
honduras-2025-pdf 

HN_Marzo2024 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

▪ AIRPORTS: 

1. José Ramón Villeda Morales International 
Airport (San Pedro Sula/La Lima Cortés) 

Source: 

INM National Institute of Migration 
*National Institute of Migration (INM) - UNHCR 
Honduras 

https://www.sreci.gob.hn/
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/
https://www.sreci.gob.hn/
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/municipios-fortalecen-respuesta-local-ante-desafios-de-movilidad-humana
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/municipios-fortalecen-respuesta-local-ante-desafios-de-movilidad-humana
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/municipios-fortalecen-respuesta-local-ante-desafios-de-movilidad-humana
https://omih.unah.edu.hn/dmsdocument/18263-migracion-contexto-impacto-y-desafio-en-honduras-2025-pdf
https://omih.unah.edu.hn/dmsdocument/18263-migracion-contexto-impacto-y-desafio-en-honduras-2025-pdf
https://infounitnca.iom.int/uploads/hn/2024/3/HN_Marzo2024.pdf
https://help.unhcr.org/honduras/donde-encontrar-ayuda/instituto-nacional-de-migracion-inm/
https://help.unhcr.org/honduras/donde-encontrar-ayuda/instituto-nacional-de-migracion-inm/


 

Honduras 
15 

2. Soto Cano Area Base (Palmerola) 

Source: 

AP News 
59 flights at Boeing Field and five at Yakima 
Airport in 2025, surpassing its 2024 total of 42. 
“Not all of them are deportation flights,” he said 
on. Many are heading to or from detention centers 
on of immigrants or to airports near the border. 
The Resistance contó 1,023 immigrants Idols to 
go to the detention center on of ICE in Tacoma, 
Washington, and 2,279 transferred away by air 
on, often to states on the US-Mexico border.” US 
Deportation Flights Hit Record Low, Airlines Try to 
Hide Them, Activists Say - Los Angeles Times) 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

2019: International Organization for Migration 
(2019). Reintegration Study: Migration and Cities. 
Honduras 

https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/stud
y/estudio-sobre-reintegracion-migracion-y-
ciudades-informe-honduras 

2024: June 20, 2024.- The Government of 
Honduras, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation (SRECI), has 
presented the National Reintegration Plan (2024-
2025) to state entities, aid workers, civil society 
organizations and the community in general, built 
and promoted with the technical support of the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). 

In municipalities such as Choloma, San Pedro 
Sula, and El Progreso, where UNDP has worked 
together with the Municipal Units for Attention to 
Returned Migrants (UMAMR) 

July 25, 2025 - Technical staff from mayors’ 
offices in six departments of the country and the 
Association of Municipalities of Honduras 
(AMHON) 

of the total number of returnees in 2024 and 2025 
(48,308 people), 58% have been attended to by 
the Center for Attention to Returned Migrants 
(CAMR) in San Pedro Sula. 

*municipal offices of the departments of 
Comayagua, Francisco Morazán, Cortes, 
Choluteca, El Paraíso, and Valle, as well as 
several associations 

Source: 

Municipalities strengthen local response to human 
mobility challenges | United Nations Development 
Programme 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

According to reports from the US Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), Migration Policy 
Institute (MPI), and International Organization for 
Migration (IOM): 

▪ Most deportees are young adults. The 
majority fall between 18-35 years old, with a 
significant proportion in their 20s. 

▪ Median age: 28 years Distribution: 18-24 
years: 38%; 25-34 years: 42%; 35+ 
years: 20% (Source: Migration Policy 
Institute, DHS Yearbook of Immigration 
Statistics - Migration Policy Institute | 
migrationpolicy.org) 

▪ Over 90% are male, reflecting migration 
patterns where men often migrate for work. 

▪ Male: 91%; Female: 9% (Source: DHS 
Yearbook, IOM Honduras Returnee 
Profile - Yearbook of Immigration 
Statistics | OHSS) 

▪ Many deportees report having family in the 
US (spouse or children), but most traveled 
alone. A notable share are parents separated 
from children in the US 

▪ (I) Parents with children in the US: 
~30%(II) Single adults traveling alone: 
~65% (Source: IOM Honduras Returnee 
Survey - International Organization for 
Migration | IOM, UN Migration) 

▪ Education levels are generally low. Most have 
primary education only, some have 
incomplete secondary education. Very few 
have higher education. 

▪ (I) Primary education or less: 67%(II) 
Secondary incomplete: 25% (III) Higher 
education: <5% (Source: IOM Honduras 
Returnee Profile - International 
Organization for Migration | IOM, UN 
Migration) 

https://www.latimes.com/espanol/eeuu/articulo/2025-09-01/vuelos-de-deportacion-en-eeuu-alcanzan-record-y-aerolineas-intentan-ocultarlos-dicen-activistas
https://www.latimes.com/espanol/eeuu/articulo/2025-09-01/vuelos-de-deportacion-en-eeuu-alcanzan-record-y-aerolineas-intentan-ocultarlos-dicen-activistas
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/study/estudio-sobre-reintegracion-migracion-y-ciudades-informe-honduras
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/study/estudio-sobre-reintegracion-migracion-y-ciudades-informe-honduras
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/study/estudio-sobre-reintegracion-migracion-y-ciudades-informe-honduras
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/municipios-fortalecen-respuesta-local-ante-desafios-de-movilidad-humana
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/municipios-fortalecen-respuesta-local-ante-desafios-de-movilidad-humana
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/municipios-fortalecen-respuesta-local-ante-desafios-de-movilidad-humana
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/
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▪ Years in the US: varies widely. Less than 1 
year are often apprehended at the border and 
long-term residents (5-10+ years), often with 
established family ties. 

▪ (I) Less than 1 year: 45% (recent arrivals) 

▪ (II) 1-5 years: 30% (III) More than 5 years: 
25%(Source: Migration Policy Institute 
analysis of DHS data - Migration Policy 
Institute | migrationpolicy.org) 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

The main legal and administrative grounds for 
deportations of Honduran nationals from the US 
(and other countries) typically include: 

1. Immigration Status Violations 

▪ Visa Overstay: Remaining in the US beyond 
the authorized period of stay. 

▪ Entry Without Inspection: Crossing the border 
without proper documentation or 
authorization. 

Source: 

 US Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 
Sections 212(a)(6)(A) and 237(a)(1)(B). 
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-
policy/legislation/immigration-and-nationality-act 

2. Criminal Grounds 

▪ Conviction of Certain Crimes: Includes 
aggravated felonies, drug offenses, crimes of 
moral turpitude. 

Source: 

INA Sections 237(a)(2) and 212(a)(2). 
Removal | ICE 

3. Border Detention and Expedited Removal 

▪ Illegal Entry or Fraud: Individuals 
apprehended at or near the border without 
valid documents or using fraudulent 
documents. 

Source: 

INA Section 235(b) - Expedited Removal 
Procedures. US Customs and Border Protection | 
US Customs and Border Protection 

4. Administrative Violations 

▪ Failure to Comply with Immigration Orders: 
Ignoring court hearings or removal orders. 

Source: 

INA Section 237(a)(3). Executive Office for 
Immigration Review | Executive Office for 
Immigration Review 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

The Law that requires the publication of public 
information in general is the Law of Transparency 
and Access to Public Information (LTAIP) 

▪ Decree 170-2006, published in the Official 
Gazette on December 30, 2006. 

▪ It establishes the right of any citizen to 
request and receive public information from 
State institutions. 

▪ It creates the Institute for Access to Public 
Information (IAIP) as the governing body for 
transparency. 

▪ It obliges institutions such as the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 
the Directorate for the Protection of Honduran 
Migrants, and the Consular and Migratory 
Observatory of Honduras (CONMIGHO) to 
publish data on migration and deportations. 

Stock footage (B-roll) of all removal flights is 
available on DVIDS. DHS has made videos 
available to the public and the media, including 
footage of deportation flights, a public service 
announcement, and testimonies from migrants 
who have been removed. 

Source: 

Archived: ICE Conducts Clearance Flights on 
June 30 | ICE 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/legislation/immigration-and-nationality-act
https://www.uscis.gov/laws-and-policy/legislation/immigration-and-nationality-act
https://www.ice.gov/remove/removal
https://www.cbp.gov/
https://www.cbp.gov/
https://www.justice.gov/eoir
https://www.justice.gov/eoir
https://www.justice.gov/eoir
https://www.ice.gov/es/news/releases/ice-efectua-vuelos-de-remocion-el-30-de-junio
https://www.ice.gov/es/news/releases/ice-efectua-vuelos-de-remocion-el-30-de-junio
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7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

In Honduras, the agencies legally responsible for 
collecting and publishing deportation data are: 

1. National Institute of Migration (INM) 

▪ Role: The INM is the primary government 
body in charge of migration control, including 
deportations and returns. It manages official 
statistics on migration flows and publishes 
reports on deportations. 

▪ Legal Basis: Established under the Migration 
and Foreigners Law, which mandates the INM 
to maintain records and provide official data 
on migration-related processes. 

2. Ministry of the Interior, Justice and 
Decentralization 

▪ Role: Oversees migration policy and 
coordinates with INM for reporting and 
compliance with national and international 
obligations. 

▪ Legal Basis: Functions under the same law 
and related regulations governing migration 
and public administration. 

3. National Police / Police Investigations 
Directorate (DPI) 

▪ Role: Assists in enforcement and operational 
aspects of deportations, particularly for 
individuals involved in criminal proceedings. 
Data collected here often feeds into INM’s 
official statistics. 

Sources: 

▪ Migration and Aliens Law, Decree No. 208-
2003 (Honduras Migration Law) 

▪ Official INM website: https://inm.gob.hn/ 

▪ Reports and publications from INM and 
Secretaría de Gobernación. 

8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Yes, you can obtain deportation data through 
Honduras’ access-to-information law, unless 
specific confidentiality exceptions apply. The IAIP 
is the enforcement body, and INM is the data 
holder. The deportation data in Honduras can 
generally be requested under the country’s 
access-to-information framework, which is 
governed by: 

Legal Basis: 

▪ Law on Transparency and Access to Public 
Information (Decree No. 170-2006) 
This law guarantees the right of any person to 
access public information held by state 
institutions, including administrative data such 
as migration and deportation records. 

Applicability to Deportation Data 

▪ The National Institute of Migration (INM) is a 
public entity, so its data falls under the scope 
of this law. 

▪ Exceptions apply only if the information is 
classified for reasons of national security, 
privacy, or ongoing investigations. Aggregate 
deportation statistics are typically considered 
public and should be accessible. 

How to Request 

▪ Through the Institute for Access to Public 
Information (IAIP) platform: 
https://portalunico.iaip.gob.hn/ 

▪ You can file a formal request citing the law 
and specifying the data needed (e.g., monthly 
deportation figures, breakdown by 
nationality). 

 

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we 
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific 
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials 
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or 
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document. 

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the 
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for 
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal 
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the 
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025. 

https://inm.gob.hn/
https://portalunico.iaip.gob.hn/


 

 

 

 


