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Care for Migrants

Jamaica

Post-Deportation Experiences

Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
U.S. to this country.

Social Impacts

Stigma and Isolation: Deportees are
frequently labeled as criminals or failures,
regardless of the actual reason for their
deportation. This stigma is deeply rooted in
societal perceptions of migration as a path to
success, making deportation appear as a
personal and moral failure (The State of the
World’s Human Rights: April 2025 - Amnesty
International).

Many deportees are referred to as “foreign
rejects,” and face rejection from family and
community, leading to social isolation and
strained relationships (The State of the
World’s Human Rights: April 2025 - Amnesty
International).

Family Disconnection: Those deported after
long periods abroad often return to estranged
or unfamiliar relatives. Some are forced to live
with distant family members, which can result
in conflict and eventual homelessness
(Jamaica: A Summary of Concerns: A Briefing

for the Human Rights Committee | Refworld).

Maintaining relationships with family abroad is
also difficult due to limited access to reliable
internet and the high cost of travel (Jamaica:
A Summary of Concerns: A Briefing for the
Human Rights Committee | Refworld).

Community Reintegration Challenges:
Deportees often struggle to reintegrate into
Jamaican society due to cultural
disorientation and lack of support systems.
The term “deportee” itself carries a heavy
negative connotation, prompting some to
prefer “deported migrants” to reclaim dignity
and redefine their identity (Human rights in
Jamaica Amnesty International).
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Economic Impacts

Unemployment and Poverty: Many deportees
face significant barriers to employment.
Employers may be reluctant to hire individuals
with a deportation history, especially if they
were removed for criminal offenses (The
State of the World’s Human Rights: April 2025
- Amnesty International).

This economic exclusion can lead to poverty
and, in some cases, push individuals toward
informal or illegal means of survival (The
State of the World’s Human Rights: April 2025
- Amnesty International).

Housing Instability: A notable percentage of
Jamaica’s homeless population consists of
deportees. Without family support or financial
resources, many struggle to secure stable
housing (Jamaica: A Summary of Concerns:
A Briefing for the Human Rights Committee |
Refworld).

Support Initiatives: Organizations like the
National Organization of Deported Migrants
(NODM) provide reintegration services,
including help with housing, documentation,
and employment. NODM also supports small
business ventures in agriculture and services
to promote economic self-sufficiency (Human
rights in Jamaica Amnesty International).

Psychological Impacts

Mental Health Struggles: The trauma of
deportation, coupled with stigma and
isolation, often leads to depression, anxiety,
and feelings of shame (The State of the
World’s Human Rights: April 2025 - Amnesty
International).

The abrupt separation from family and familiar
environments exacerbates psychological
distress.

Loss of Identity and Belonging: Deportees
frequently report feeling like outsiders in their
country of birth, especially those who left
Jamaica as children. The cultural disconnect
and lack of social ties contribute to a sense of
alienation (Jamaica: A Summary of Concerns:
A Briefing for the Human Rights Committee |
Refworld).
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Resilience and Agency: Despite these
challenges, some deportees actively seek to
rebuild their lives. Participation in
reintegration workshops and community
initiatives reflects a desire to contribute
positively and redefine their societal role
(Human rights in Jamaica Amnesty
International).

Women face heightened risks of gender-
based violence (GBV) upon return, often
exacerbated by systemic gender inequality
and lack of support services. Deportation can
expose them to unsafe environments,
especially when legal pathways for protection
are limited (Gendered Consequences of U.S.
Mass Deportations | GJIA).

Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

Government of Jamaica Support

1.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
(MFAFT)

Pre-deportation support via Jamaican
consulates includes:

= |ssuing emergency travel documents.

= Providing legal referrals and consular
visits.

= Facilitating contact with family and
arranging funds.

= Coordinating with NGOs for temporary
shelter upon arrival

Deportation - MFAFT - Jamaica

2.

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for
Deportation

Managed by the Jamaica Ministry of National
Security, The SOPs outline and include
information on:

Arrival protocols at airports.
Identity verification and medical screening.
Access to reintegration services including:

=  Temporary housing
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= Mental health and substance abuse
services

= Employment and vocational training

= Education and skills development

Deportation Standard Operating Procedures:

Jamaica

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs):

1.

National Organization of Deported Migrants
(NODM)

Founded by deportees, NODM offers:
= Airport reception and customs assistance.

= Help securing ID documents (e.g., birth
certificates, TRNs).

=  Temporary and long-term housing
referrals.

= Support for launching small businesses
(e.g., farming cooperatives).

= Advocacy and community engagement

= Rebuilding Self and Country: Deportee
Reintegration in Jamaica:

=  Article: Rebuilding Self and Country:
Deportee Rei.. | migrationpolicy.org

Family Unification and Resettlement Initiative
(FURI)

Provides:
= Temporary accommodations.
= Mental health referrals.

= Case management and resettlement
services

= Resources Jamaica | Endisolation

Open Arms Drop-In Centre (Kingston)
Offers emergency shelter and counseling.

Supported by the British High Commission
and NGOs

Rebuilding Self and Country: Deportee
Reintegration in Jamaica: Article: Rebuilding
Self and Country: Deportee Rei.. |

migrationpolicy.org
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3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

1. Social Reintegration Challenges
Source:
General Expert Report — Deportees in Jamaica

= Family estrangement and homelessness:
Many deportees return to Jamaica with little
or no familial support. Those who left Jamaica
as children often have no meaningful ties and
face immediate homelessness. An estimated
10% of Jamaica’s homeless population are
deportees.

= Stigma and discrimination: Deportees are
widely perceived as criminals, regardless of
the reason for deportation. This stigma affects
their ability to reintegrate into communities
and families.

= Communication barriers: Maintaining ties with
family abroad is difficult due to poor internet
infrastructure and high costs of data and
international travel, undermining emotional
support systems.

Microsoft Word - General Expert Report —
Deportees in Jamaica.docx

2. Institutional and Programmatic Gaps
Source:
UNDRP Final Evaluation of the IRM Project (2021)

= Fragmented service delivery: The evaluation
of the “Reintegration and Rehabilitation of
Involuntary Returned Migrants” (IRM) project
found inconsistencies across stakeholder
feedback and project documentation,
indicating weak coordination among
government agencies and NGOs.

= Limited sustainability: Despite some early
successes, the IRM project faced challenges
in sustaining reintegration outcomes due to
funding constraints and lack of long-term
planning.

= Monitoring and evaluation weaknesses: The
project lacked robust systems to track
reintegration outcomes, making it difficult to
assess long-term impact or adjust strategies
effectively.

Increased Deportations to Jamaica Amid U.S.
Immigration Enforcement Surge

3. Economic and Identity Reconstruction
Barriers

Source:

Migration Policy Institute — Rebuilding Self and
Country

= Unemployment and underemployment:
Deportees often struggle to find work due to
lack of local experience, stigma, and limited
access to vocational training.

= Identity and self-worth: Many deportees reject
the label “deportee” due to its criminal
connotation. They prefer “deported migrants”
to reflect their desire to contribute positively to
society.

=  Grassroots initiatives underfunded:
Organizations like the National Organization
of Deported Migrants (NODM) provide critical
support—transportation, documentation, and
microenterprise development—but rely
heavily on external funding, such as from the
British High Commission.

Cabinet approves Deportation Response Action
Plan | News | Jamaica Gleaner

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

1. Deportation Response Action Plan
= Approved by Cabinet in May 2025.

= Overseen by a Multi-Agency Working Group
including law enforcement, social services,
and civil society.

= Focuses on:
= Reception protocols
= Security vetting
= Reintegration support
=  Community liaison services.

[Government Monitoring Deportation Matter with
Firm, Coordinated Response — Office of the Prime

Minister]
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2. National Technical Working Group

= Chaired by the Planning Institute of Jamaica
(P10J).

= Coordinates reintegration services for both
voluntary and involuntary returnees.

= Includes:
= Health checks
= Legal and social support
= Monitoring for high-risk individuals.

[Jamaica prepares for influx of deportees with
new migrant task force - CNW Network]

We also found a material with A Guide for
Deportees Returning to Jamaica: Housing and
Investment Options that might be useful -
although this does not seem to be only related to
US deportations = A Guide for Deportees
Returning to Jamaica: Housing and Investment

Options

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

National Policies and Frameworks

1. National Policy and Plan of Action on
International Migration and Development
(IMD Policy)

This White Paper outlines Jamaica’s strategic
approach to international migration, including the
reintegration of deportees. It emphasizes:

= Human rights protection for returnees.

= Coordination among ministries for
reintegration.

= Development of support services for
involuntary returnees.

Primary Source:

Microsoft Word - Revised IMD Policy - April 18,
2017FINAL

Ministry of National Security Initiatives

2. Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Local
Offenders and Deported Persons Programme

This program, active since 2008, aims to:

= Reduce recidivism among deportees.
= Provide emergency safety nets upon arrival.

= Support reintegration through training,
counselling, and employment opportunities.

Policy Overview:

Policy Priorities | The Ministry of National Security

3. Deportee Monitoring Unit (DMU)

Under a 2013 MoU with the UK Government,
Jamaica strengthened its reception and
monitoring systems for deportees. The initiative
includes:

= Training of personnel.
= Provision of equipment.

= Life skills and employment support for
deportees.

Primary Source:

Gov't Signs $48 Million Agreement to Strengthen
Monitoring of Deportees — Jamaica Information
Service

Legal and Institutional Support

While there is no single statute exclusively
governing deportee reintegration, the following
legal and institutional frameworks are relevant:

= Customs Act (Second Schedule): Provides
exemptions for returning residents, including
deportees, on personal effects and tools of
trade.

= Department of Correctional Services: Offers
rehabilitation programs that include
deportees.

= Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
(MFAFT): Assists Jamaican nationals prior to
deportation and coordinates with receiving
agencies.

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

Per the Jamaica Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade: The Ministry recognises that it is
the right of every country to remove persons
deemed undesirable to reside in their territory.

Jamaica
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The primary reasons for deportation include
criminal activities, certain types of misdemeanors,
overstaying of visas or entry permits, and other
practices which may be deemed unacceptable in
those countries. The Government of Jamaica is
obligated to accept Jamaicans who have been
ordered deported. As such the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in partnership with the Ministry of National
Security, provides assistance for Jamaican
citizens prior to departure from who are ordered
deported from the country in which they reside.
The below link provide a list of support provided:
Deportation - MFAFT - Jamaica

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

1. Deported individuals arriving in Jamaica are
subject to screening and reception protocols,
particularly if they have criminal backgrounds:

The Government of Jamaica (GoJ) has
implemented a Deportation Response Action Plan
and established a Multi-Agency Working Group to
ensure an orderly, secure, and humane process
for mass returns.1

= Screening includes security vetting, identity
verification, and risk assessment, especially
for those with serious criminal records.1

= The Deportee Monitoring Unit (DMU) is
tasked with tracking and managing deportees,
with support from international partners like
the UK.2

2. Detention Upon Arrival

There is no blanket policy of detention for
deportees upon arrival in Jamaica. However:

= Deportees with serious criminal backgrounds
may be subject to monitoring and additional
scrutiny by law enforcement agencies.2

= The government distinguishes between
criminal deportees and those deported for
immigration infractions, with different levels of
oversight.1

3. Reintegration and Support Services

The Jamaican government provides limited
reintegration support, including:

=  Temporary shelter through NGOs for those
without family support.3

= Life skills training and employment assistance
for reintegration into society.2

= Consular support prior to deportation,
including travel documentation and legal
information.3

4. International Cooperation and Monitoring

= A Memorandum of Understanding with the UK
Government funds training, equipment, and
monitoring systems to reduce the risk of
recidivism among deportees.2

= The National Security Council actively
assesses risks and coordinates with foreign
governments to manage deportation trends.1

Primary sources:

1. Government Monitoring Deportation Matter
with Firm, Coordinated Response — Office of
the Prime Minister

1. Gov't Signs $48 Million Agreement to
Strengthen Monitoring of Deportees —
Jamaica Information Service

2. Deportation - MFAFT - Jamaica

8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

In Jamaica, the legal mechanisms for deported
individuals to recover their national identification
documents primarily revolve around accessing
and utilizing the existing civil registry and
identification services, as well as the support
infrastructure available to them. There isn’t a
specialized legal mechanism solely for “deported
individuals” that differs fundamentally from how
any other Jamaican citizen would replace lost or
obtain identification documents.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
will issue a travel document to facilitate travel to
Jamaica if the passport is unavailable for
Jamaican citizens (Deportation - MFAFT -
Jamaica).

Passport Retrieval

For those arriving with emergency travel
documents or who gave their passport to
immigration officials in the country from which you
were deported, call or visit the Passport
Immigration and Citizenship Agency (PICA) a few

Jamaica
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weeks after arrival to find out if they have your
passport. If the passport has not been returned to
PICA or has expired apply for a new one as
normal from PICA, 25C Constant Spring Road,
Kingston or telephone on: 754 4742 |/ 754-5092 3/
754-5249/ 906-1304. Passport, Immigration and
Citizenship Agency.

You need to state on your application that you
had previously been issued with a passport. To
get a birth certificate (if you no longer have
original) go to Registrar General’s Department.

Individuals will likely need to obtain a taxpayer
registration number and apply for a national ID
card once they obtain the other documents.

(Coming Home Jamaica v3.pdf)

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Individuals deported to Jamaica are subject to a
structured legal and administrative framework that
governs their return, reintegration, and potential
restrictions. Here’s a detailed overview of their
legal status and the procedures involved,
supported by primary sources:

1. Legal Status Upon Return

Deported individuals—referred to as Involuntary
Returned Migrants (IRMs)—are accepted by the
Jamaican government as a matter of international
obligation. Their legal status is that of Jamaican
nationals returning home, but they may face
monitoring, reintegration challenges, and in some
cases, restrictions.

Deportation Standard Operating Procedures:
Jamaica

2. Administrative and Judicial Procedures
a) Administrative Procedures

The Deportation Standard Operating Procedures
(SOP), developed by Jamaica’s Ministry of
National Security, outlines the following
administrative steps:

Deportation Standard Operating Procedures:
Jamaica

= Verification of Identity and Nationality: Before
deportation, Jamaican consular officers verify
the individual’s citizenship.

= Issuance of Emergency Travel Documents: If
the deportee lacks valid travel documents, the
Jamaican government issues an Emergency
Travel Document (ETD).

= Arrival Processing: Upon arrival, deportees
are processed by immigration and security
officials. This includes interviews, health
checks, and documentation.

= Access to Reintegration Services: Some
deportees are referred to NGOs or
government programs for housing,
employment, and counseling support.

b) Judicial Procedures

Under the Deportation (Commonwealth Citizens)
Act, the Jamaican Minister of National Security
may issue:

= Deportation Orders: For individuals deemed
undesirable, convicted of crimes, or
considered a public burden.

= Restriction Orders: Limiting movement within
Jamaica (e.g., requiring regular check-ins with
police).

= Security Orders: Requiring individuals to post
a bond or guarantee good behavior.

Increased Deportations to Jamaica Amid U.S.
Immigration Enforcement Surge

These orders are subject to:

= Judicial oversight: A judge must review and
report on the case before an order is finalized.

= Right to a hearing: The individual is entitled to
be notified, present evidence, and be
represented by counsel.

Increased Deportations to Jamaica Amid U.S.
Immigration Enforcement Surge

3. Reintegration Challenges

According to ethnographic research and expert
reports, deportees often face:

= Stigma and discrimination
= Homelessness and unemployment
= Limited access to social services

= Family estrangement and psychological
distress.

Microsoft Word - General Expert Report —
Deportees in Jamaica.docx (from 2021)
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NGOs like the National Organisation of Deported
Migrants (NODM) assist with temporary housing
and reintegration, but support is often fragmented
and under-resourced.

4.

Relevant Legal Instruments

Immigration (Restriction) Act and Passport
Act: Define grounds for deportation and
removal.
https://generisonline.com/understanding-
deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-

jamaica/

Deportation (Commonwealth Citizens) Act:
Governs deportation procedures, including
judicial review and restriction/security orders.
https://www.visaverge.com/schengen/increas
ed-deportations-to-jamaica-amid-u-s-
immigration-enforcement-surge/

National Policy on Involuntary Return

Migration: Aims to coordinate reintegration
and protect deportees’ rights. Deportation
Standard Operating Procedures: Jamaica

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

Organizations: Identify all the

organizations in this country that

provide legal or non-legal assistance

to deported individuals. Include:

— Name of organization

— Mission

— Type of service and resources
they provide

— Data on the number of individuals
helped

— Other organizations they partner
with

Name: Family Unification and Resettlement
Initiative (FURI)

Mission: The mission of FURI is to bring
resources to improve the lives of those
returned to their homeland, particularly those
with no family or social support, by helping
them achieve their potential for self-
sufficiency. States reintegrate into society and
rebuild their lives.

Type of service and resources they provide:
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FURI collaborates with other service agencies.
Assistance may be provided through various
services including:

= Accommodations/Shelter referrals.

=  Employment/Vocational training referrals.
= Drug/alcohol abuse rehab referrals.

= Health care referrals.

= Counseling

= Reconnection with family.

= Help in obtaining National ID, TRN, etc.

Data on Number of Individuals Helped:
Unknown have been in existence for 20
years.

Other Organizations They Partner With: CVA
Consulting Services, Inc.

Source:

About us

Name of Organization: Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mission: Information not found
Type of service and resources they provide:

= |ssue you a travel document to facilitate
travel to Jamaica if your passport is
unavailable, once you have been verified
as a Jamaican citizen

= Assist you to get information about
detention or deportation arrangements

=  Provide contacts for English-speaking
lawyers

= Ensure that you are afforded due process
as allowed under the laws of the country
from which you are to be deported (e.g.,
that you get all your appeals heard)

= Provide your family with information
regarding the deportation such as legal
arrangements in the country from which
you will be deported

= Assist you to maintain contact with your
family and arrange for funds

= Ensure that you are not discriminated
against as a foreign citizen

Jamaica
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= Ensure that you have a place to stay once
you arrive in Jamaica (temporary shelters
arranged through NGOs, if you have no
relatives willing to take you in)

= Data on Number of Individuals Helped:
Information not found

= Other Organizations They Partner With:
Ministry of National Security, Planning
Institute of Jamaica

Source:

Deportation - MFAFT - Jamaica

Name of Organization: National Organisation for
Deported Migrants (NODM)

= Mission: Provides a wide array of services to
returned migrants

= Type of service and resources they provide:

= Pre-arrival consultation to returnees and
their families

= Transportation from international airports

= Assistance with family reunification and/or
provision of “emergency” housing for
returnees in need.

= Re-documentation (issuing identification
cards, tax payer documents, birth
certificates, as well as retrieving travel
documents held by foreign governments)

= Releasing personal effects from customs,
and other aspects of return.

= Robust support network

= Data on Number of Individuals Helped: 100 in
2024

= Other Organizations They Partner With:
British High Commission, the Ministry of
National Security and Planning Institute of
Jamaica

= Organizations they partner with: Open Arms
Development Centre

Source:

nationalorganizationofdeportedmigrants.wordpres
s.com

Name: Open Arms Development Centre

Mission: Open Arms Development Centre is a
non-profit organization that provides essential

services and support to the homeless population
in Kingston and St. Andrew.

= Type of service and resources they provide:
The centre offers a safe and welcoming
environment where individuals can access
resources such as meals, clothing, and
hygiene products. Additionally, the centre
provides counseling services, job training
programs, and assistance in finding
affordable housing.

= Data on Number of Individuals Helped:
Information not found

= Other Organizations They Partner With
Source:
About

Name of Organization: Ministry of Justice Legal
Aid Council

= Mission: The Legal Aid Council (LAC) is a
statutory entity under the Ministry of Justice.
The Council’s mandate is to administer an
efficient and coordinated legal aid system in
Jamaica.

= Type of service and resources they provide:
Provide legal aid, but may be focused on
criminal justice only.

= Data on Number of Individuals Helped:
Information not found

= Other Organizations They Partner With:
information not found

Source:

Legal Aid Council

Name: Jamaicans for Justice

= Mission: JFJ believes in the protection of the
Constitutional rights of every human being.

= Type of service and resources they provide:
Does not specifically reference assistance
related to deportation, but includes legal
assistance to victims of human rights
violations and their families, pro bono legal
advice to primarily low-income and
marginalized persons, and strategic litigation
of human rights, social justice and state
accountability matters.

= Data on Number of Individuals Helped:
Information not found

Jamaica
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= Other Organizations They Partner With:
information not found

Source: About Us - Jamaicans for Justice

Name: Hibiscus Initiatives

= Mission: Hibiscus Initiatives aims to relieve
the poverty and distress of women who have
faced legal restrictions or have been charged
with criminal offenses. They provide welfare
advice, advocacy, and international
resettlement support, focusing on women in
prison, detention, and the community.

= Type of service and resources they provide:
Offering guidance and case management
services to facilitate resettlement of foreign
nationals detained or imprisoned in the United
Kingdom, including those to be returned to
Jamaica

= Other Organizations They Partner With:
information not found

Source:

Hibiscus Initiatives | Supporting Migrant Women
in Justice System

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

Jamaican legal aid frameworks primarily focus on
criminal matters and civil cases for indigent
citizens and residents within Jamaica. No clear
indication of a guarantee of free or state-
supported legal aid for deported individuals. The
Legal Aid Council | Ministry of Justice

3. International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

There is no information on Jamaica adopting
international human rights specifically for the
recent US Deportations. However, Jamaica is part
of several international deportation acts.

Refugee Policy Based on International Standards:
Jamaica adopted a National Refugee Policy in
2009, which is explicitly based on the 1951
Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol. This

policy outlines: Who qualifies as a refugee/
Procedures for seeking asylum / Rights afforded
to refugees in Jamaica.

[Refugee Policy Good Framework for Asylum
Seekers — Jamaica Information Service]

It is considered a model framework within the
Caribbean region and incorporates international
human rights standards.

[Jamaica refugee policy observes human rights
standards - Vasciannie | News | Jamaica Gleaner]

Jamaica is a party to several key international
human rights and refugee law instruments:

International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), which protects against arbitrary
detention and ensures due process for deportees)
Jamaica: A Summary of Concerns: A Briefing for
the Human Rights Committee | Refworld.

Convention Against Torture (CAT), which
prohibits deportation to countries where
individuals may face torture
(oas.org/en/iachr/docs/pdf/Jamaica2012eng.pdf).

American Convention on Human Rights (Ratified
via OAS membership). Sets standards for due
process and non-refoulement. The Jamaican
Constitution guarantees rights to liberty, security
of the person, and protection from arbitrary
detention. However, during SOEs, these rights
may be temporarily suspended. The Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
has repeatedly emphasized Jamaica’s obligations
under the American Convention, particularly in the
context of States of Emergency (SOEs) and the
need to uphold judicial guarantees even during
such periods (Comisién Interamericana de
Derechos Humanos (CIDH)).

Immigration Act: Governs deportation procedures.
While it allows for removal of non-citizens, it must
be interpreted in line with Jamaica’s international

obligations, including non-refoulement under CAT.

Judicial Oversight: Jamaican courts have been
involved in reviewing deportation cases,
especially where human rights violations are
alleged. Amnesty International has documented
cases where the Human Rights Committee found
violations of the ICCPR in deportation-related
proceedings (Jamaica: A Summary of Concerns:
A Briefing for the Human Rights Committee |
Refworld).
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https://jamaicansforjustice.org/about-us/
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https://www.refworld.org/reference/countryrep/amnesty/1997/en/40122
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4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

The United Nations Caribbean Office launched
the campaign “Together for Human Rights:
Caribbean Rights Out Loud!”, which includes:

= Official translations of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) into
Jamaican Patwa and Saint Lucian Kwéyol.

= Aimed at increasing grassroots awareness of
human rights, especially among marginalized
populations including deported individuals

Sponsor: United Nations Caribbean Office
Source:

UN Caribbean Rights Out Loud

The IACHR published a detailed Report on the
Situation of Human Rights in Jamaica, which
includes:

= Recommendations for citizen security, access
to justice, and police accountability.

= Observations on the treatment of deported
individuals and the need for legal safeguards
and reintegration support

Sponsor: Organization of American States (OAS)
Source:

IACHR Jamaica Human Rights Report

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the U.S.

Recovery of Personal Belongings
1. Before Deportation:

= [If a person is detained prior to deportation,
they may be allowed to designate someone
(e.g., a friend, family member, or attorney) to
collect and manage their belongings.

=  The National Immigration Project’s Post-
Deportation Guide recommends preparing a

Power of Attorney and contacting legal aid to
help manage property or accounts

= 2023 post-deportation-assessment-quide.pdf

2. After Deportation:

= There is no formal U.S. government program
for returning personal belongings to
deportees once they are outside the country.

= According to the American Immigration
Council, many deportees report that their
belongings are lost, destroyed, or retained by
ICE or CBP during detention

= Complaints can be filed with ICE’s Office of
Professional Responsibility or CBP’s
Information Center, but success is limited and
often requires legal representation.

= deported with no possessions.pdf

Recovery of Financial Assets (Bank Accounts,
Wages, Refunds)

1. Unclaimed Property:

= The U.S. government maintains databases for
unclaimed money, including:

= Unpaid wages: Department of Labor’s
Unpaid Wages Database

= Bank accounts, insurance, pensions:
USA.gov Unclaimed Money Portal

= Tax refunds: IRS Where’s My Refund
Tool

2. Legal Heirs or Power of Attorney:

= Deportees can authorize someone in the U.S.
to act on their behalf using a Power of
Attorney to claim assets or close accounts.

3. Consular Support:

= The Jamaican Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade (MFAFT) may assist with
documentation or referrals but does not
recover property or assets directly.

Legal Aid and Advocacy

= Organizations such as Ready To Stay and
NIPNLG offer resources and referrals for
deportees seeking to recover property or re-
enter the U.S. legally.

= Legal aid may be necessary to file claims,
especially if property was mishandled during
detention or deportation.

Jamaica
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= How to find unclaimed money from the
government | USAGov

See also:

DEPORTED WITH NO POSSESSIONS - The
Mishandling of Migrants’ Personal Belongings by
CBP and ICE:

deported with no possessions.pdf

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the U.S. after returning to this
country?

There are no formal, centralized legal
mechanisms specifically designed for Jamaican
nationals deported from the U.S. to recover
property, wages, or financial assets left behind in
the United States. However, there are several
pathways and support structures that deported
individuals can use to pursue such claims. Here’s
a breakdown based on primary sources:

Consular Support (MFAFT): Limited to
documentation, legal referrals, and family contact.
No legal or financial recovery services. However,
MFAFT explicitly states that it cannot provide
legal advice, initiate court proceedings, or recover
property or wages on behalf of deported
individuals [MEAFT Deportation Page]

Legal Aid (U.S.): Legal organizations like NIPNLG
offer guidance on motions, waivers, and rights
post-deportation. While this guide does not
directly address asset recovery, it emphasizes the
importance of retaining legal counsel to pursue
any post-deportation claims, including those
related to wages or property [NIPNLG Guide]

Recovery of Personal Belongings
1. Before Deportation:

= [If a person is detained prior to deportation,
they may be allowed to designate someone
(e.g., a friend, family member, or attorney) to
collect and manage their belongings.

=  The National Immigration Project’s Post-
Deportation Guide recommends preparing a
Power of Attorney and contacting legal aid to
help manage property or accounts

[Deportation and Property Ownership: What
Happens to Assets? - LegalClarity]

2. After Deportation:

= There is no formal U.S. government program
for returning personal belongings to
deportees once they are outside the country.

= According to the American Immigration
Council, many deportees report that their
belongings are lost, destroyed, or retained by
ICE or CBP during detention

= Complaints can be filed with ICE’s Office of
Professional Responsibility or CBP’s
Information Center, but success is limited and
often requires legal representation.

[Do You Lose Ownership of US Property After
Deportation?]

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the U.S. and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

There was a MOU signed in 2015, however, it
appears to have been archived so | am not sure if
it is still valid. The State Department website is
basically useless now. Here is the link just in case
this is helpful: Archived: ICE, Jamaica sign
memorandum of cooperation | ICE

| am unable to find any other agreements that are
more current.

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

International Obligations

1. Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and
Regular Migration (GCM) — Objective 21

Jamaica is a signatory to the GCM, which outlines
commitments for dignified return and sustainable
reintegration:

= Prohibition of collective expulsion and
refoulement (returning individuals to places
where they face serious harm).

= Individual assessment and due process for
each deportee.

= Consular cooperation to ensure proper
documentation and support.
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= Gender-responsive and child-sensitive
reintegration programs.

= Access to social services, employment, and
justice for returnees.

= Monitoring mechanisms to ensure
accountability and human rights compliance.

Read GCM Objective 21

2. OHCHR Guidelines on Human Rights in the
Context of Return

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) emphasizes:

= Non-refoulement: States must not return
individuals to countries where they face
persecution, torture, or other irreparable
harm.

= Right to family and private life: Deportation
must not arbitrarily interfere with these rights.

= Best interests of the child: Must be a primary
consideration in any deportation involving
minors.

= Independent human rights monitoring and
sustainability of return are essential.

OHCHR Key Legal Standards

Domestic Frameworks and Policies

3. Jamaica’s Deportation Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP)

The Ministry of National Security outlines detailed
procedures for accepting and reintegrating
deportees:

= Verification of identity and nationality.
= Issuance of emergency travel documents.
= Flight processing and arrival protocols.

= Access to reintegration services, including
housing, employment, and psychosocial
support.

= Policy goals include protecting deportees’
human rights and honoring international
treaties.

Deportation SOP Document

4. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
(MFAFT) Role

MFAFT provides consular support to Jamaicans
facing deportation:

= Ensures due process in the deporting country.
= [ssues travel documents.
= Facilitates communication with families.

= Coordinates temporary shelter upon arrival in
Jamaica.

= Cannot refuse repatriation of verified
Jamaican citizens.

MFAFT Deportation Policy

Reintegration Challenges and Civil Society
Response

5. National Organization of Deported Migrants
(NODM)

This NGO, led by deportees, provides:
= Airport reception and transport.
= Help with documentation and housing.

= Support for small business development,
especially in agriculture.

= Advocacy for changing the stigma around
deportees.

Migration Policy Institute Article

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the U.S. in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

Jamaican consular services are limited. Offices
are in NYC, Miami, and LA.

Each consulate provides services including
passport renewal, travel documentation, and
support for nationals facing deportation.

New York, NY HOME - Consulate General of
Jamaica - New York

Miami, FL Home

Los Angeles, CA https://www.consulate-los-
angeles.com/la/Jamaica-info-Los-Angeles

1. Pre-Removal Support in the US

Jamaican consulates in the United States typically
assist deported nationals with:

= Verification of identity and nationality

Jamaica
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= Issuance of travel documents (e.g.,
emergency passports)

= Liaison with U.S. immigration authorities to
ensure procedural compliance

These services are consistent with international
consular norms and are coordinated with U.S.
agencies such as ICE and DHS.

2. Post-Removal Support in Jamaica
Returning Residents Policy

Jamaica’s Customs Act includes a formal
Returning Residents Policy, which provides:

= Duty exemptions for household items, tools,
and equipment brought by deported nationals
returning to reside permanently

= Eligibility for Jamaican nationals who lived
abroad for at least three consecutive years

= Spousal entitlements if the spouse arrives
within three years of the returning resident

This policy is administered by the Jamaica
Customs Agency and is outlined in the Revised
Returning Residents Policy 2020.

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the U.S. to this country from
November 2024 to present.

Per the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s
Immigration Enforcement and Legal Processes
Monthly Tables and the 2024 Yearbook of
Immigration Statistics, the 2024 data is not yet
published.

Data for prior years (2020-2022) shows that
Jamaica consistently ranks among the top
Caribbean destinations for U.S. deportations, with
annual totals exceeding 2,000 individuals (Office
of Immigration Statistics 2020 Yearbook of
Immigration Statistics).

Yearbook 2024 | OHSS

Immigration Enforcement and Legal Processes
Monthly Tables | OHSS

2022 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics

Immigration Enforcement Actions Annual Flow

Report | OHSS

Immigration Enforcement and Legal Processes
Monthly Tables | OHSS

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the
U.S. are arriving during the same
period.

Norman Manley International Airport in Kingston,
Jamaica is the designated arrival point for
deportation flights from the United States through
the following official and credible sources:

Jamaica’s Ministry of National Security outlines in
its Standard Operating Procedures for
Deportation that:

“All charter flights carrying deported persons must
arrive at the Norman Manley International Airport,
Kingston, Jamaica. Alternative arrangements
must be approved by the Ministry of National
Security...”

This document provides the formal framework for
how deportation flights are processed and clearly
establishes Kingston as the default arrival
location.

The Office of the Prime Minister of Jamaica
confirmed in a June 2025 statement that the
government was preparing to receive 107
deported nationals on May 29, 2025, as part of a
structured repatriation plan. While the specific
airport is not named in this release, it aligns with
the SOPs that designate Norman Manley
International Airport as the standard arrival point.

A Human Rights First report tracking ICE Air
deportation routes also lists Jamaica among the
countries receiving deportees in July 2025,
though it does not specify the airport

Ministry of National Security
Jamaica

Deportation Standard Operating
Procedures: Jamaica

Deportation Standard Operating Procedures:
Jamaica

The Deportation Data Project, which publishes
anonymized U.S. government immigration
enforcement datasets, confirms that deportation
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https://info.undp.org/docs/pdc/Documents/JAM/Final%20Draft%20-%20SOP-November2019%20%28002%29.pdf
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flights to Jamaica were active through July 29,
2025, and are part of ongoing ICE operations.
Deportation Data Project.

While the dataset does not list airport names
directly, it aligns with Jamaica’s official Standard
Operating Procedures for Deportation, which
designate Norman Manley International Airport as
the default arrival point.

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Information available shows that Kingston -
Norman Manley International Airport is the main
port of entry for deportation flights from the U.S.
Kingston is also home to government ministries,
NGOs, and reintegration programs such as
halfway houses and shelters for deportees.

[Johnson Smith confirms 2,500 Jamaicans to be
deported from US - Jamaica Observer]

[First deportees from the US to Jamaica for 2025
land in Kingston | News | Jamaica Gleaner]

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the U.S. of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

There is not current data (2024 to present) on
this. There is some secondary source information
here Increased Deportations to Jamaica Amid
U.S. Immigration Enforcement Surge but no
official data on recent deportees.

A UN 2021 study on Reintegration and
Rehabilitation of Involuntary Returned Migrants
Jamaica Project has useful information and is
here Reintegration and Rehabilitation of
Involuntary Returned Migrants Jamaica Project.

2019 demographic data of migrants can be found
here jamaica.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-
01/JEP Discussion 7.pdf and other secondary
source reporting here Jamaica sees increase in
deportations to the island - CNW Network

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

As described by the Jamaica Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Trade in its guidance on
deportation (Deportation - MFAFT - Jamaica), the
primary reasons for deportation include criminal
activities, certain types of misdemeanors,
overstaying of visas or entry permits, and other
practices which may be deemed unacceptable in
other countries. Although | cannot find 2024-25
data, a migration policy institute report dated 2016
Article: Rebuilding Self and Country: Deportee
Rei.. | migrationpolicy.org noted that “Jamaica
receives the highest share of individuals deported
from the United States on criminal grounds, with
those convicted of criminal offenses accounting
for 89 percent of Jamaican deportees repatriated
in 2012. Nearly 88 percent of Jamaicans returned
from all countries from 2006 to 2014, however,
were deported for reasons unrelated to violent
crime, the most common offenses being illegal
immigration and drug possession.”

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

The Deportation (Commonwealth Citizens) Act
https://laws.moj.gov.jm/library/statute/the-
deportation-commonwealth-citizens-act governs
deportation procedures. It outlines powers to
issue deportation, restriction, and security orders
but does not explicitly require public reporting or
publication of deportation statistics.

Protocols for processing deportees and
reintegration are set forth in Deportation Standard
Operating Procedures: Jamaica These protocols
emphasize coordination and documentation but
do not mandate public disclosure of deportation
data.
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https://deportationdata.org/
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/2025/05/29/johnson-smith-confirms-2500-jamaicans-to-be-deported-from-us/#google_vignette
https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/2025/05/29/johnson-smith-confirms-2500-jamaicans-to-be-deported-from-us/#google_vignette
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20250130/first-deportees-us-jamaica-2025-land-kingston
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20250130/first-deportees-us-jamaica-2025-land-kingston
https://www.visaverge.com/schengen/increased-deportations-to-jamaica-amid-u-s-immigration-enforcement-surge/
https://www.visaverge.com/schengen/increased-deportations-to-jamaica-amid-u-s-immigration-enforcement-surge/
https://erc.undp.org/evaluation/documents/download/19679
https://erc.undp.org/evaluation/documents/download/19679
https://jamaica.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/JEP%20Discussion%207.pdf
https://jamaica.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/JEP%20Discussion%207.pdf
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/news/caribbean-news/jamaica-sees-increase-in-deportations-to-the-island/
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/news/caribbean-news/jamaica-sees-increase-in-deportations-to-the-island/
https://mfaft.gov.jm/site/deportation/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/rebuilding-self-and-country-deportee-reintegration-jamaica
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/rebuilding-self-and-country-deportee-reintegration-jamaica
https://laws.moj.gov.jm/library/statute/the-deportation-commonwealth-citizens-act
https://laws.moj.gov.jm/library/statute/the-deportation-commonwealth-citizens-act
https://info.undp.org/docs/pdc/Documents/JAM/Final%20Draft%20-%20SOP-November2019%20%28002%29.pdf
https://info.undp.org/docs/pdc/Documents/JAM/Final%20Draft%20-%20SOP-November2019%20%28002%29.pdf
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7. Government Sources: Identify which Jamaica publishes migration-related statistics,
agencies in this country are legally including return migration trends. It coordinates

. . with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
responsible for collecting and Trade and other agencies under the National

publishing deportation data. Policy and Plan of Action on International
Migration and Development.

Transparency around deportation data is a

problem in Jamaica. The Passport Immigration & 8. Freedom of Information: Assess
Citizenship Agency (PICA) Passport Immigration ' . )
& Citizenship Agency | The Ministry of National whether deportation data can be

Security is the primary agency responsible for _Obtained_ thrOUgh.aCC?SS‘to'
managing deportation and repatriation of information laws in this country.

individuals not qualified to remain in Jamaica. It
operates under the Ministry of National Security
and is governed by laws including the Immigration
Restriction (Commonwealth Citizen) Act. Among
other functions it: Verifies identity and nationality
of deportees; Issues emergency travel Microsoft Word - ATI FAQS.Jamaica.doc
documents; Coordinates arrival and reintegration
logistics. However, PICA does not regularly
publish detailed deportation statistics. According
to my research, deportation data is typically
shared through press releases or inter-agency
reports.

Deportation data should be accessible under the
Access to Information Act, subject to privacy
restrictions.

The Planning Institute of Jamaica (P10J)
Migration Policy - The Planning Institute of

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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https://www.mns.gov.jm/passport-immigration-citizenship-agency
https://www.mns.gov.jm/passport-immigration-citizenship-agency
https://www.mns.gov.jm/passport-immigration-citizenship-agency
https://www.pioj.gov.jm/policies/migration-policy/
https://www.pioj.gov.jm/policies/migration-policy/
https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/americas/ati_faqs_jamaica.pdf

ila reference to an “office” means an office of any such law firm.
vertising” requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not




