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Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
U.S. to this country.

1. Deportation Process

Detention Conditions: Many migrants report 3.

being handcuffed, held for days, and treated
inhumanely by U.S. immigration authorities.

Reasons for Deportation: These include
expired work permits, denied asylum
applications, and minor infractions such as
traffic violations.

Volume of Deportations: Between January
and November 2024, there were 190,491
deportation events involving Mexican
nationals. The main receiving states are:

Sonora (34%)
Tamaulipas (24%)
Baja California (21%)

1. Reception in Mexico 2.

The National Migration Institute (INM)
operates 11 repatriation modules along the
northern border, offering:

Water, food, and medical assistance.

Issuance of official documents like CURP. 2.

Information on government support and job
opportunities.

Transportation to shelters or places of origin.
2. Social and Economic Reintegration

INM collaborates with state governments and
civil organizations to provide:

Access to employment, healthcare,
education, and financial services.

Validation of academic credentials and
certification of skills.

Legal guidance, including support for
unresolved issues in the U.S.

Despite these efforts, support is often
insufficient due to the high volume of
deportees. Many face:

Lack of social networks.
Discrimination.
Unemployment.

Legal identity challenges.
Emotional and Social Impact

Deportees often experience frustration, loss
of property, and family separation.

Some attempt to re-enter the U.S., while
others try to rebuild their lives in Mexico.

In some cases, deportees cannot return to
their hometowns due to security concerns,
leading to internal displacement.

Deportation Preparation Manual for Immigrant
Families

English: Appleseed Network Deportation
Preparation Manual for Immigrant Families —
Make a Plan to Protect Your Kids and
Finances in the Face of Deportation

Guide to Rights and Services for Returned
Mexican Nationals

En Espanol: Guia de derechos y servicios
para personas mexicanas retornadas 2025 -
Appleseed México

Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

“México te abraza” Strategy

This is a comprehensive repatriation strategy
coordinated by the Mexican government to
ensure a humane and dignified return for
Mexican nationals deported from the U.S. It
includes:

Access to social welfare programs (e.qg.,
pensions, scholarships, employment,
housing, agricultural support)

Free transportation to their place of origin
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https://deportationpreparation.org/
https://deportationpreparation.org/
https://deportationpreparation.org/
https://deportationpreparation.org/
https://appleseedmexico.org/biblioteca-virtual/guiadederechosyserviciosparapersonasmexicanasretornadas2025/
https://appleseedmexico.org/biblioteca-virtual/guiadederechosyserviciosparapersonasmexicanasretornadas2025/
https://appleseedmexico.org/biblioteca-virtual/guiadederechosyserviciosparapersonasmexicanasretornadas2025/

Care for Migrants

Enrollment in the IMSS (Mexican Social
Security Institute) for the deportee and their
family

A one-time financial aid of 2,000 pesos via
the “Bienestar Paisano” card

Assistance with identity documents (birth
certificate, CURP)

Job placement support and skills certification

* Official source — Gobierno de México (PDF)

Dignified Repatriation Program (INM)

The National Migration Institute (INM) runs a
three-phase program:

Departure: Mexican consulates in the U.S.
provide legal and logistical support for
voluntary return

Reception: At 11 border modules, deportees
receive:

Food, water, medical care
Repatriation certificate and CURP
Free phone calls and transportation

Guidance on government programs and job
opportunities

Reintegration: Includes access to:

= Medical and psychological care

= Employment and financial services

= Education revalidation and legal advice

* Official source — Direccion de Repatriacion
Digna | Instituto Nacional de Migracién |
Gobierno | gob.mx

Interagency Support Table for Repatriated
Families

This initiative brings together over 35 federal
and state institutions to coordinate 42 urgent

actions for reintegration. Key services include:

Temporary CURP with photo
Free birth certificate printing

Educational reintegration (basic to higher
education)

Job placement and certification of skills

Access to IMSS and Banco del Bienestar
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Support for women and vulnerable groups

* Official source - Familias mexicanas
migrantes en retorno y repatriadas tiene
nuevas opciones de apoyo en educacion,
salud vy desarrollo econdémico | Secretaria de
Relaciones Exteriores | Gobierno | gob.mx

Beta Groups for Migrant Protection (INM)

These are specialized humanitarian units of
the INM that:

Provide first aid, water, food, and shelter
Conduct rescue operations in high-risk areas

Offer legal guidance and report human rights
violations

Educate migrants on their rights and safety

*Official source - Grupos Beta de Proteccion
a Migrantes | Instituto Nacional de Migracion |
Gobierno | gob.mx

Official Communication Channels

To support deported individuals and their
families, the Mexican government offers:

Mexican Consular Support Line (24/7, free
and confidential):

From the U.S.: 520 623 7874
From Mexico: 001 520 623 7874

Email: attrepatriadascdmx@inami.gob.mx

Mobile App: MiConsulmex for consular
services

WhatsApp and local numbers for each
consulate

*Official source - Apoyo Consular - Gobierno
de México

Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

Limited Access to Identity Documentation

Despite efforts to issue temporary CURP and
birth certificates, many deported individuals
still face delays or lack access to essential
identity documents. This limits their ability to
access healthcare, education, and
employment services.
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https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/971337/28enero25_M_xico_te_abraza.pdf
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/971337/28enero25_M_xico_te_abraza.pdf
https://www.gob.mx/inm/acciones-y-programas/programa-de-repatriacion-12469
https://www.gob.mx/inm/acciones-y-programas/programa-de-repatriacion-12469
https://www.gob.mx/inm/acciones-y-programas/programa-de-repatriacion-12469
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/familias-mexicanas-migrantes-en-retorno-y-repatriadas-tiene-nuevas-opciones-de-apoyo-en-educacion-salud-y-desarrollo-economico?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/familias-mexicanas-migrantes-en-retorno-y-repatriadas-tiene-nuevas-opciones-de-apoyo-en-educacion-salud-y-desarrollo-economico?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/familias-mexicanas-migrantes-en-retorno-y-repatriadas-tiene-nuevas-opciones-de-apoyo-en-educacion-salud-y-desarrollo-economico?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/familias-mexicanas-migrantes-en-retorno-y-repatriadas-tiene-nuevas-opciones-de-apoyo-en-educacion-salud-y-desarrollo-economico?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/familias-mexicanas-migrantes-en-retorno-y-repatriadas-tiene-nuevas-opciones-de-apoyo-en-educacion-salud-y-desarrollo-economico?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/inm/acciones-y-programas/grupos-beta-de-proteccion-a-migrantes/
https://www.gob.mx/inm/acciones-y-programas/grupos-beta-de-proteccion-a-migrantes/
https://www.gob.mx/inm/acciones-y-programas/grupos-beta-de-proteccion-a-migrantes/
mailto:attrepatriadascdmx@inami.gob.mx
https://www.gob.mx/apoyoconsular/
https://www.gob.mx/apoyoconsular/
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2. Health Coverage Gaps

Studies show that deported migrants have
significantly lower health insurance coverage
compared to the general population in
Mexico. This is due to administrative barriers
and lack of awareness about available
programs.

*Official source — Secretaria de Gobernacion

(PDF)

3. Barriers to Educational Reintegration

Children of deported migrants born abroad
often face challenges in accessing education
in Mexico due to documentation issues and
lack of tailored support. These children are
frequently grouped under the “returnee”
category despite not having lived in Mexico
before.

*QOfficial source — Secretaria de Gobernacién

(PDF)

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

“México te abraza”

= Mexican migrants returning to Mexico will
have access to all Welfare Programs:

=  Employment.
=  Transportation.

= They will be enrolled in IMSS (Mexican
Social Security Institute) to access the
five insurances provided by the Social
Security Law: for lliness and Maternity;
Work-Related Risks; Disability and Life;
Retirement, Unemployment in Old Age,
and Old Age.

=  Childcare benefits and other Social
Benefits.

=  They will receive financial support of
2,000 pesos with the Bienestar Paisano
Card.

= They will be given access to all social housing
assistance through the Secretariat of
Agrarian, Territorial and Urban Development
(Sedatu) and the National Workers’ Housing
Fund Institute (Infonavit); additionally, the

Ministry of the Interior will coordinate actions
to issue identity documents and the CURP if
necessary.

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

In Mexico, the reception and reintegration of
deported individuals is governed by a robust legal
and policy framework that reflects the country’s
commitment to human rights and social justice. At
the federal level, the Migration Law, the Law on
Refugees, Complementary Protection and
Political Asylum, and their respective regulations
establish the legal basis for protecting migrants,
including deportees, ensuring their rights
regardless of migratory status. These laws are
complemented by a wide array of state-level
legislations, such as the Law of Interculturality
and Human Mobility in Mexico City, and similar
laws across states like Chihuahua, Michoacan,
and Oaxaca, which create local institutions and
programs to support migrants and their families.
Social policies also play a critical role in
reintegration efforts. The Strategic Migration Plan
2025-2030 outlines national goals to reduce
irregular migration, promote regional
development, and ensure dignified return for
deportees through employment programs,
educational access, and violence reduction
strategies. Despite this extensive socio-legal
scaffolding, challenges persist in practice, as
interventions are often shaped by exclusionary
narratives and systemic inequalities. Scholars
emphasize the need to reframe migrants not as
passive recipients of aid but as political agents
and rights holders, advocating for policies rooted
in equity and social justice. Together, these legal
instruments and strategic plans represent
Mexico’s evolving approach to migration
governance, aiming to transform deportation from
a moment of vulnerability into an opportunity for
reintegration and empowerment.

References:

Comision Nacional de los Derechos Humanos.
Marco Normativo Migrantes. Marco Normativo
Migrantes | Comisién Nacional de los Derechos

Humanos - México

Flores Martinez, R. M., Zamarripa Esparza, E. A,,
& Yafiez Soto, M. (2023). Human rights and social
policies in migration. Nodal notes. Biolex, vol.15.
Derechos humanos y politicas sociales en

migracion. Apuntes nodales
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https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/517768/Acceso_a_servicios_de_salud_de_migrantes_deportados_en_M_xico.pdf
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/517768/Acceso_a_servicios_de_salud_de_migrantes_deportados_en_M_xico.pdf
https://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Publicaciones/Revistas/Rutas/rutas8/Rutas08.pdf
https://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Publicaciones/Revistas/Rutas/rutas8/Rutas08.pdf
https://www.cndh.org.mx/programas/marco-normativo-migrantes
https://www.cndh.org.mx/programas/marco-normativo-migrantes
https://www.cndh.org.mx/programas/marco-normativo-migrantes
https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S2007-55452023000100303
https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S2007-55452023000100303
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Menéndez Gamiz, C. R., & Barriga Peralta, I.
(2025). Plan Estratégico en Materia de Migracion
2025-2030. 2025-0404-Plan-Estrategico-en-
Materia-de-Migracion-2025-2030.pdf

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

1. Legal Framework: Migration Law

Mexico’s Migration Law guarantees the
protection of human rights for all migrants—
regardless of their legal status. It explicitly
includes the right to access services such as
healthcare, education, and employment, and
emphasizes non-discrimination and the
principle of family unity.

Migration Law — Chamber of Deputies (PDF)

2. Right to Health

The Ministry of Health ensures that all
migrants, including deported individuals,
receive medical care without discrimination.
This includes access to vaccinations,
medications, and sanitary inspections in
shelters and transit areas.

Health Protection Measures for Migrants —
Secretaria de Salud

3. Constitutional and Human Rights Protections

According to the Mexican Constitution and the
Supreme Court of Justice, all individuals in
Mexico—regardless of nationality or
immigration status—are entitled to
fundamental rights. These include:

Right to education

Right to health

Right to work

Right to legal due process

Human Rights of Migrants — Secretaria de
Relaciones Exteriores

The National Migration Institute (INM) has
established a Repatriation Liaison Office in
every Mexican state. These offices are
responsible for:

Facilitating the reintegration of deported
Mexican nationals into their communities of
origin

Providing guidance on available government
programs

Offering support with documentation,
transportation, and access to services

Directory of Repatriation Liaison Offices —
INM

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

Mexican authorities do not typically detain
deportees in a punitive way upon arrival. Instead,
deported individuals — especially Mexican
nationals — go through a brief screening process
at designated reception facilities and are offered
support services. Key steps include identity
verification, basic health checks, and assistance
with travel or reintegration. This process differs
based on the person’s nationality: Mexican
citizens are processed and released with support,
while non-Mexican nationals (accepted under
certain agreements) are handled on a
humanitarian basis, often with arrangements to
return them to their countries of origin or allow
them to seek asylum in Mexico. Recent policy
changes as of 2025 have expanded Mexico’s
capacity to receive deportees, emphasizing
humanitarian care over detention.

When a Mexican citizen is deported across the
U.S.—Mexico border, they are received by officials
of Mexico’s National Migration Institute (INM). By
law, Mexican nationals cannot be refused entry
into their own country, so the process focuses on
registering and assisting them rather than
enforcing any penalty. Key features of the
reception procedure for Mexican deportees
include:

= Identity Verification: Upon arrival at the border
(or airport if flown in), INM officers confirm the
person’s Mexican nationality and identity
through a short interview and documentation
check. Once confirmed, a “Constancia de
Repatriacion” (Repatriation Certificate) is
issued — an official document with the
deportee’s photo and details of the
deportation. This certificate serves as initial ID
in Mexico and helps the individual access
services.

Mexico
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https://ceen.org.mx/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-0404-Plan-Estrategico-en-Materia-de-Migracion-2025-2030.pdf
https://ceen.org.mx/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-0404-Plan-Estrategico-en-Materia-de-Migracion-2025-2030.pdf
https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/LMigra.pdf
https://www.gob.mx/salud/articulos/medidas-de-proteccion-sanitaria-a-migrantes?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/salud/articulos/medidas-de-proteccion-sanitaria-a-migrantes?idiom=es
https://www.gob.mx/sre/acciones-y-programas/derechos-humanos-de-las-personas-migrantes
https://www.gob.mx/sre/acciones-y-programas/derechos-humanos-de-las-personas-migrantes
https://www.gob.mx/inm/documentos/directorio-de-los-enlaces-de-repatriacion
https://www.gob.mx/inm/documentos/directorio-de-los-enlaces-de-repatriacion
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No Immigration Detention: Mexican returnees
are not placed in immigration detention
centers upon their return so long as they are
confirmed citizens. The handover from U.S. to
Mexican authorities is smooth — after the brief
intake interview, individuals remain at a
reception facility for only the time needed to
process paperwork and receive aid, usually
just a matter of hours. They are free to depart
once processing is complete. There is
security present at reception sites (e.g. police
or National Guard to maintain order), but
returnees are not treated as prisoners.

Health Screening and Immediate Aid: At the
reception centers (often called Repatriation
Modules or shelters), deportees undergo
basic health screenings (and even
vaccinations if needed) to ensure their well-
being. They typically receive a hot meal,
water, and hygiene kits on arrival. Medical
staff are on hand for any urgent health needs.
Organizations report that mental health
support is also crucial, as many arrive in a
state of **’extreme anxiety” or trauma after
their ordeal in U.S. detention and removal.

Documentation & Consular Assistance:
Government agencies assist returnees in
obtaining copies of birth certificates and
official ID numbers (CURP) if they lack them.
Since many Mexican deportees have lived
abroad for years or decades, they might not
have current Mexican ID. As part of the
“México Te Abraza” program (launched
January 2025), officials from multiple
departments help deportees quickly secure
identification and enroll in social programs.
Consular staff (from Mexican consulates in
the U.S.) often coordinate with INM to ensure
deportees’ documents are in order and even
alert families of their return.

Financial and Logistical Support: Rather than
detention, Mexico provides logistical help to
its returning citizens. At the border reception
centers, deportees are given a stipend
(around 2,000 pesos, roughly $100 USD, via
a prepaid “Bienestar Paisano” card) to cover
immediate needs. They also get a free phone
call to contact family. Crucially, the
government arranges transportation onward
into Mexico: fleets of buses are on standby to
take people from the border to their home
states or at least to a central hub.

Shelter and Social Services: If someone has
nowhere to go immediately, temporary
shelters (often repurposed facilities near the
border) are available. In Tijuana, for instance,
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a large reception shelter known as
“Flamingo’s” can house deportees overnight;
it primarily functions as a processing station
where people obtain documents and
guidance. Staff and volunteers (from NGOs
like Préxima, New Comienzos, and others)
offer counseling on finding work, housing, and
reconnecting with family. The emphasis is on
reintegration, not confinement.

Handling of non-Mexican deportees:

Initial Reception and Custody: When U.S.
authorities expel or deport a non-Mexican
migrant to Mexican soil, Mexican immigration
(INM) takes charge. These individuals do not
have an automatic right to enter Mexico, so
they are usually kept in temporary custody
upon arrival. In practice, many are quickly
directed to migrant shelters or INM facilities
for short stays rather than standard prisons.
Detention in this context is usually brief and
administrative — just long enough to
determine what comes next for the person.

Screening and Options: Non-Mexican
returnees are screened by INM to record their
identity and nationality. Mexican authorities
then typically offer three options (as identified
by migration experts):

= Apply for Refugee Status in Mexico: The
individual may seek asylum (refugio) in
Mexico if they fear returning to their home
country. Mexico is a signatory to
international refugee conventions and
must process such claims. However, the
asylum process (handled by Mexican
Commission for Refugee
Assistance COMAR) can be lengthy, and
during that time claimants are usually not
in detention but free to stay in shelters or
on their own recognizance in Mexico.

= Voluntary Return to Home Country: If
asylum in Mexico is not requested, the
person can choose to be repatriated to
their country of origin. Mexico will
coordinate with their home country’s
consulate or with organizations like the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM) to facilitate travel documents and
transportation.

= Transfer to Southern Border for Exit: A
common practice has been for INM to
escort or transport non-Mexican migrants
to Mexico’s southern border (e.g. into
Guatemala) and release them there,
essentially passing them onward. This is
sometimes called “chain deportation.” In

Mexico
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2023-2024, under both the Biden and
Trump administrations, Mexico regularly
put Central American deportees on buses
from northern border cities down to
Tapachula or other ports in Chiapas, so
they could then cross into Guatemala or
proceed south. By 2025, this approach
continued: if individuals did not claim
asylum and simply wanted to go home or
leave, Mexico would provide or require
transit to the Guatemala border. This
means the person spends some time in
official custody during transport, but often
in a relatively short time they are out of
Mexico.

= Use of Shelters for Non-Mexicans:
Recognizing the need for humanitarian care,
Mexico indicated it would open dedicated
shelters for non-Mexican deportees. Here,
they receive basic humanitarian support
(food, medical aid) similar to Mexican
returnees. However, the ultimate aim is to
repatriate them onward.

= No Long-Term Detention: Mexico’s
immigration holding centers (estaciones
migratorias) can house migrants for short
periods, but there is no indication of mass
long-term detention of U.S.-deported
foreigners in 2025.

It's worth noting that not all non-Mexican migrants
removed from the U.S. end up staying in Mexico
at all. For instance, U.S. authorities may deport
some directly to their home countries via flights.
Mexico typically receives those from neighboring
nations or certain agreed-upon groups (e.g., at
one point, Mexico agreed to accept limited
numbers of deportees from Cuba, Haiti,
Nicaragua, and Venezuela who were expelled at
the U.S. border under health orders or other
arrangements). In those cases, Mexico often
serves as a transit point rather than a final
destination.

Guia de derechos y servicios para personas
mexicanas retornadas 2025 - Appleseed México

What Happens When You Get Deported to
Mexico? - LegalClarity

Under New Strategy, US Flies Deportees to
Southern Tip of Mexico | Pulitzer Center

Reporte 1 Circunstancia de deportacién

8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

Deported Mexican nationals can obtain their
certified birth certificate online through the official
portal:

Acta de Nacimiento | Tramites | gob.mx

= Requirements:

Have your CURP or personal details (full name,
date and place of birth) ready.

Make the payment online or generate a payment
reference to pay at a bank or convenience store.

Download the document in PDF format, legally
valid if printed on a letter-size white sheet.

It can be consulted and downloaded for free from:

Acta de Nacimiento | Tramites | gob.mx

If there are errors or the record does not appear,
you must go to a CURP module of the National
Population Registry (RENAPO) with:

= Birth certificate
= Official photo ID

For deported individuals without documents, the
process can be started with witnesses or using
the repatriation sheet issued by the National
Migration Institute (INM), which serves as
temporary identity support.

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Upon deportation to Mexico, individuals—whether
Mexican nationals repatriated from abroad or
foreign nationals expelled from the country—are
subject to administrative procedures governed by
the Migration Law and overseen by the National
Migration Institute (INM). Deportation itself is not
considered a criminal offense under Mexican law;
rather, it is treated as an administrative matter.
Upon arrival, deported persons may undergo a
formal notification process, followed by an
administrative hearing where they can present
evidence or arguments regarding their case. They

Mexico
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https://appleseedmexico.org/biblioteca-archivos/guia-de-derechos-y-servicios-para-personas-mexicanas-retornadas-2025/
https://appleseedmexico.org/biblioteca-archivos/guia-de-derechos-y-servicios-para-personas-mexicanas-retornadas-2025/
https://legalclarity.org/what-happens-when-you-get-deported-to-mexico/
https://legalclarity.org/what-happens-when-you-get-deported-to-mexico/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/under-new-strategy-us-flies-deportees-southern-tip-mexico
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/under-new-strategy-us-flies-deportees-southern-tip-mexico
https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Deportation-Report-2025.pdf
https://www.gob.mx/ActaNacimiento/folioSeguimiento/
https://www.gob.mx/ActaNacimiento/folioSeguimiento/
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are entitled to legal safeguards such as access to
consular assistance, communication with family,
interpretation services if they do not speak
Spanish, and legal counsel. In some cases, they
may request assisted voluntary return. While the
process is primarily administrative, individuals
who believe their rights have been violated may
pursue judicial remedies, such as filing an amparo
(constitutional protection claim) before Mexican
courts. Additionally, when minors are involved, a
specialized protocol is activated to ensure the
protection and restitution of their rights,
coordinated with child protection authorities. The
legal framework emphasizes the principle of non-
discrimination, due process, and respect for
human dignity, although in practice, challenges
such as lack of access to legal representation and
systemic delays can hinder the full realization of
these rights. Mexico’s approach reflects a balance
between migration control and human rights
obligations, but experts continue to advocate for
stronger institutional mechanisms to ensure fair
treatment and reintegration of deported
individuals.

Guia de derechos y servicios para personas
mexicanas retornadas 2025 - Appleseed México

What Happens When You Get Deported to
Mexico? - LegalClarity

Under New Strategy, US Flies Deportees to
Southern Tip of Mexico | Pulitzer Center

Reporte 1 Circunstancia de deportacion

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in this country that
provide legal or non-legal assistance
to deported individuals. Include:

— Name of organization

— Mission

— Type of service and resources
they provide

— Data on the number of individuals
helped

— Other organizations they partner
with

Instituto Nacional de Migracién — “Somos
Mexicanos”

= Mission: Government repatriation program to
“re-embrace” Mexican nationals.

= Services:
= Reception centers with identity screening.

= |mmediate aid: meals, water, medical
checkups, hygiene kits.

= Documentation support: Repatriation
Certificates, birth certificates, IDs.

=  Free transportation to home states (100+
buses mobilized in 2025).

= Cash stipends (~MXN $2,000).

= Referrals to job training, housing, and
health services.

= Individuals Helped: Over 80,000 Mexican
citizens in 2024.

= Partners: Mexican Consulates (USA), State
Migrant Offices, IOM, UNHCR.

Casa del Migrante — Tijuana (Scalabrini Order)

= Mission: Faith-based shelter offering
humanitarian aid and reintegration help.

= Services:

=  Emergency shelter (150+ beds), hot
meals, clothing.

=  Counseling and spiritual guidance.

=  On-site medical clinic and mental health
referrals.

= Job assistance: skills workshops, job
bank, employer referrals.

= Family reunification support through “El
Buen Samaritano” project.

= Individuals Helped: Over 30,000 annually in
Tijuana; additional shelters in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexicali, Nogales.

= Partners: INM Grupo Beta, Red Cross
Mexico, City of Tijuana.

New Comienzos A.C. (New Beginnings) — Mexico
City

= Mission: NGO founded by returned
“Dreamers” to aid deportees’ integration.

= Services:
=  Employment fairs and job placement.

= “Mi Nueva Vida” mentorship program.

Mexico
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= Education support and Spanish classes.

= Legal clinics for documentation and U.S.
benefits recovery.

Individuals Helped: Over 3,000 since 2015;
~60% secured jobs or education.

Partners: Mexico City Government
(SEDEREC), U.S. Embassy, Otros Dreams
en Accion.

Otros Dreams en Accion (ODA) — Mexico City

Mission: Grassroots network supporting youth
deported from the U.S. (“Dreamers”).

Services:

=  Community center for English-speaking
returnees.

=  “Tu Identidad” workshops: cultural
orientation, Spanish literacy, resume
writing.

= Advocacy for policy changes.
= Scholarship fund for university access.

Individuals Helped: 200+ supported; 50+
university enrollments.

Partners: UNHCR Mexico, UNAM/IPN,
IMUMI.

Redodem (Network of Migrant Shelters) —
Nationwide

Mission: Coalition of 23 shelters (mostly faith-
based) aiding migrants and deportees.

Services:
=  Short-term shelter and meals.

= Basic services: showers, clothing, phone
calls.

=  Orientation on jobs, housing, and health
clinics.

= Case tracking for repeat deportees.

Individuals Helped: Over 100,000 annually;
~30% Mexican deportees.

Partners: IOM, Catholic Relief Services,
National Human Rights Commission (CNDH).

Legal Aid Clinics (e.g., Sin Fronteras IAP,
ENCES)

Mission: Nonprofits offering legal assistance
to migrants and returnees.

‘ / KEEP

®  FAMILIES
TOGETHER

Services:
= Legal advice on migration and family law.

= Casework for U.S. property/wage
recovery.

= Advocacy on deportation-related issues.
= Referrals to U.S. pro bono lawyers.

Individuals Helped: Sin Fronteras — 250 cases
(2024); ENCES — 90+ cases.

Partners: American Immigration Lawyers
Association, Mexican Foreign Ministry (SRE),
Ready to Stay (USA).

Instituto Nacional de Migracién — “Somos
Mexicanos” Program

= |NM Official Website: Instituto Nacional
de Migracién | Gobierno | gob.mx

= Program Overview: Instituto Nacional de
Migracion

Casa del Migrante (Scalabrini Order)

= Tijuana Shelter: Inicio - Casa del Migrante
Tijuana

= Scalabrinian Network: Scalabrinians
Saint John The Baptist Province

New Comienzos A.C.

= Official Website:
https://www.nuevoscomienzos.org/

= Facebook Page: New Comienzos | Las
Vegas NV | Facebook

Otros Dreams en Accion (ODA)

= Official Website:
https://otrosdreamsenaccion.org/

= Programs and Resources:
https://otrosdreamsenaccion.org/program
s/

Redodem (Red de Documentacién de las
Organizaciones Defensoras de Migrantes)

= Official Website: Inicio - Redodem

= Annual Reports and Shelter Network:
Informes - Redodem

Sin Fronteras |IAP

= Official Website: Sin Fronteras I1AP “Por
un mundo Sin Fronteras” - Sin Fronteras
IAP “Por un mundo Sin Fronteras”

Mexico
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10.

ENCES (Enlace Comunicacion y
Capacitaciéon A.C.)

= Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/EnlaceComuni
cacionyCapacitacion/

International Organization for Migration (IOM)
— Mexico

= |OM Mexico: OIM México
UNHCR Mexico (ACNUR)
=  UNHCR Mexico: México | ACNUR

American Immigration Council — Deportation
& Property Loss Reports

=  American Immigration Council

Right to Legal Aid: Does this country
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

Mexico recognizes and actively provides for a
right to free, state-supported legal aid for deported
individuals, though that right is woven into broader
legal guarantees rather than a standalone rule for
“deportees.” All persons on Mexican soil,
regardless of nationality or migratory status, have
the right to due process and an attorney, as
upheld by the Constitution and reaffirmed by the
Supreme Court

Legal and Policy Framework

1.

Constitutional and Statutory Basis: The
foundation lies in Mexico’s strong legal
commitments to due process and equality:

= Constitution of Mexico: Article 17 of the
Constitution guarantees that legal justice
will be administered promptly and free of
charge (“la justicia... se impartira de
manera pronta, completa, imparcial y
gratuita”), prohibiting court fees that
would bar access. Additionally, Article 1
incorporates international human rights
treaties and forbids discrimination,
ensuring that migrants and repatriated
persons enjoy the same procedural rights
as citizens. For accused persons, Article
20(B) explicitly provides the right to
counsel of choice or a court-appointed
lawyer if they cannot afford one, reflecting
a general principle that lack of money
shall not leave someone without a
defense.

Federal Public Defender Law: Under the
Organic Law of the Federal Judicial
Power, the Instituto Federal de
Defensoria Publica (IFDP) is tasked with
providing free legal services in federal
matters to people who cannot afford
private counsel. Historically focused on
criminal defense, in recent years the
IFDP’s mandate has expanded (through
internal reforms and budget increases) to
cover civil, labor, and administrative
cases for vulnerable populations. This
includes matters of migration.

Migration Law (Ley de Migracion):
Mexico’s Migration Law, last reformed in
2024, affirms due process rights for
migrants. Notably, Article 70 states that
“every migrant has the right to be legally
assisted or represented by a person of
their choice during the immigration
administrative procedure”. It directs the
INM to facilitate cooperation with civil
society so migrants in detention can
receive legal advice and representation.
While the law did not originally mandate a
government-appointed attorney, it created
space for NGOs and others to step in.
The 2023 Supreme Court ruling built on
Article 7Q’s spirit and constitutional
principles to require that a defensor de
oficio must be assigned if the migrant has
no lawyer, effectively plugging the gap by
imposing on the State the duty to ensure
representation, not just to allow it.

Supreme Court Jurisprudence (2023):
The First Chamber of Mexico’s Supreme
Court issued a binding precedent in
March 2023 acknowledging migrants’
right to counsel. The Court held that
migrants in immigration proceedings have
an inalienable right to an adequate
defense as part of due process, and that
the State must provide a public defender
to fulfill this right. This decision interprets
constitutional due process guarantees
(and Article 8 of the American Convention
on Human Rights, likely) to apply to
administrative detention and deportation
contexts. It also declared unconstitutional
the Migration Law’s allowance of holding
migrants up to 60 working days in
detention (reducing it to 36 hours),
recognizing long detention without judicial
oversight as a harm to legal rights. The
net effect is that from 2023 onward, any
deported individual who is not
immediately released in Mexico but put
into a procedure (e.g., a Salvadoran
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awaiting removal from Mexico, or an
asylum seeker) must promptly be given
access to a lawyer provided by the
government. Failing to do so would
violate their constitutional rights.

Laws on Refugees and Children: For
certain categories of deported individuals,
Mexican law provides additional legal
support guarantees. The Law on
Refugees, Complementary Protection and
Asylum allows asylum seekers to be
accompanied by legal representatives or
persons of trust in their refugee status
proceedings (though it stops short of
guaranteeing a free attorney, many
receive help from UNHCR-funded
programs). In the case of unaccompanied
migrant children (who might be deported
from the U.S. and enter Mexico), the
General Law on the Rights of Children
and Adolescents mandates that a child
protection officer (Procuraduria de
Proteccion de Nifas, Nifios y
Adolescentes) intervene to ensure the
child’s best interest, which includes
appointing a guardian and ensuring legal
assistance in any proceedings.
Practically, such minors are usually
placed under DIF (family services)
custody and assigned legal advocates
who work with immigration authorities and
IFDP or NGOs to present the child’s case
(for example, many unaccompanied
minors seek asylum in Mexico; they are
legally guaranteed representation in those
processes, often through partnerships
between the government and NGOs like
Kids in Need of Defense).

A Mexican national returning by
deportation who encounters legal
challenges can avail themselves of
government-funded legal assistance
(through public defenders or dedicated
programs) just as any other citizen in
need.

A foreign national deported to Mexico is
now guaranteed a public defender in any
immigration proceedings in Mexico,
ensuring they can pursue remedies like
asylum or appeal a deportation from
Mexico with professional legal help.

Special vulnerable groups — children,
victims, refugees — have tailored
protections that include free legal
guidance or representation, often with
government coordination.
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Mexico’s government agencies, notably the IFDP
and SRE, in partnership with NGOs and
international organizations, operationalize this
right by making lawyers and legal resources
readily available to deported individuals. The
trend as of 2025 is toward greater formalization
and awareness: deported persons are informed of
their rights and connected to legal aid more
systematically than before.

= Mexican Constitution (Articles 1, 17, 20)

= Full text (Diario Oficial de la Federacion):
https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBibli
o/pdf/1_010223.pdf

= Ley de Migracion (Migration Law)

= Full text (latest reform May 2024):
https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBibli
o/pdf/LMigra.pdf

= See especially Article 70 (right to legal
representation during immigration
proceedings)

= Instituto Nacional de Migracién (INM) — Press
Release on SCJN Compliance

= |NM Official Site: Responde INM a
determinacién de SCJN para que
migrantes alojados en Estaciones
Migratorias cuenten con defensor de
oficio | Instituto Nacional de Migracion |
Gobierno | gob.mx

= |nstituto Federal de Defensoria Publica
(IFDP)

= Overview of services: El Instituto Federal
de Defensoria Publica ofrece asesoria
gratuita a migrantes y sus familias

= Comision Nacional de los Derechos Humanos
(CNDH) — Migrant Rights

= CNDH Migrant Rights Portal: Derechos
de las personas migrantes | Comisién
Nacional de los Derechos Humanos -
México

= Legal Aid Guide (PDF):
10_ProcedimientoMigra

= PALE — Programa de Asistencia Juridica a
Mexicanos en EE.UU.

= SRE Program Page:
https://www.gob.mx/sre/acciones-y-
programas/programa-de-asistencia-
juridica-a-mexicanos-a-traves-de-
asesorias-legales-externas-en-los-
estados-unidos-de-america-pale
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= Accion Migrante Platform (UNAM + SRE)

= News coverage (La Opiniéon): Gobierno

de México y UNAM presentan plataforma

para asistencia juridica y psicoldgica a
inmigrantes - La Opinion

=  Platform website: Inicio - UNAM, Accién

Migrante

3. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

=  Civil Society Organizations: Migrants
(including deportees) can receive free legal
counsel from various NGOs, such as Sin
Fronteras A.C., Asylum Access México,
Centro de Derechos Humanos Fray Matias
de Cordova, FM4 Paso Libre, and others.
These organizations often partner with the
government — for instance, INM’s Article 70
encourages formal agreements, and indeed

INM has MOUs with some shelters and NGOs

to allow their lawyers access to detained
migrants. In practice, when planeloads of

deportees arrive in southern Mexico, groups

like Médecins Sans Frontiéres and Institute
for Women in Migration (IMUMI) are on site

not only for humanitarian aid but also to spot

urgent legal cases (e.g., a refugee family
mistakenly deported). They flag these to
COMAR or IFDP. NGOs also run strategic
litigation. The government often welcomes

this, as it helps bring Mexican practice in line

with human rights standards.

= UN Agencies: UNHCR (the UN Refugee
Agency) is heavily involved in Mexico and
funds several legal aid projects for migrants

and deportees. It sponsors “legal orientation
sessions” at migrant shelters and supports a
network of 40+ attorneys across Mexico who

provide free legal representation to asylum
seekers. UNHCR also works with IFDP by

training public defenders on refugee law and,

in some cases, seconding personnel. IOM
(International Organization for Migration)

supports capacity-building too; it has helped
develop guidelines for assisting returnees and

runs info campaigns (often in coordination
with IFDP and SRE) to ensure deportees
know their rights to services, including legal
aid. UNICEF and Save the Children assist
with child migrants’ legal needs, ensuring
minors’ cases get pro bono lawyers through
partnerships.

Academia (Law Clinics): The collaboration
between Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores
(SRE) and the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM) on Accion
Migrante (described below) is an example of
leveraging academic resources. UNAM’s
legal research institute and its law school
clinics provide free advice to migrants facing
deportation or who have been deported. This
includes cross-border legal issues (UNAM’s
U.S. satellite campuses involved law students
to consult on U.S. immigration queries) and
Mexican domestic issues. Other universities
(ITAM, CIDE, etc.) have similar clinics
focusing on migrant rights, often working
quietly with government referrals. Such
partnerships expand outreach — many
deported individuals might trust an NGO or
university clinic more than a government
office, so having multiple entry points ensures
more people exercise their right.

“Accion Migrante” Platform (2025): Launched
in February 2025 by Foreign Secretary Juan
Ramoén de la Fuente and UNAM'’s rector, this
online platform is a new tool providing remote
legal guidance to Mexican migrants and
deportees. It acknowledges that many
migrants might not know where to turn upon
deportation. Through Accion Migrante,
deported persons can access orientation legal
(legal guidance) — not full representation, but
crucial initial advice — on both U.S. and
Mexican law issues with one interface. This
initiative effectively creates a binational
advice service, reflecting policy
acknowledgment that deportees’ legal needs
span borders (property left in the U.S., re-
establishing rights in Mexico, etc.). It’s notable
that the government partnered with academia
rather than doing it entirely in-house, which
helps with trust and expertise.

Comision Nacional de los Derechos Humanos
(CNDH) — Migrant Rights

= CNDH Migrant Rights Portal: Derechos
de las personas migrantes | Comisién
Nacional de los Derechos Humanos -
México

= Legal Aid Guide (PDF):
10_ProcedimientoMigra

PALE — Programa de Asistencia Juridica a
Mexicanos en EE.UU.

= SRE Program Page:
https://www.gob.mx/sre/acciones-y-
programas/programa-de-asistencia-
juridica-a-mexicanos-a-traves-de-
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asesorias-legales-externas-en-los-
estados-unidos-de-america-pale

= Accion Migrante Platform (UNAM + SRE)

= Platform website: Inicio - UNAM, Accién
Migrante

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the U.S.

= Bilateral Protocols for Property Return: In
February 2016, the U.S. and Mexico updated
their repatriation arrangements to include
specific clauses on returning belongings. All
nine Local Repatriation Arrangements signed
that year state that U.S. authorities “should
take all feasible steps to ensure that property,
valuables, and money retained, are available
for return to the rightful owner at the time of
initial release from DHS custody”. By policy,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
documents and stores detainees’ property
and holds it for at least 30 days if not returned
immediately, during which a migrant can
arrange retrieval. Crucially, CBP’s standards
allow a detainee to designate a third party,
such as their consulate, to retrieve property
on their behalf. Mexican consulates regularly
act on these permissions, picking up secure
document envelopes or personal valuables
from ICE/CBP to deliver to the deportee.

= Mexican Consular Assistance: Mexican
consulates in the U.S. serve as a vital
resource for recovering belongings. They
operate Protection Departments that handle
detainee issues, including property. If a
Mexican national is deported without
receiving all their effects, they can contact the
nearest Mexican consulate (even from
Mexico) to seek help. Consular officials can
file inquiries with U.S. agencies, track lost
items, and sometimes arrange shipment of
personal property. For example, if a migrant
was removed without an ID or money left in
U.S. custody, the consulate can coordinate
with U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) to send those documents
or funds to Mexico. Consulates also advise
deportees on filing the necessary forms (in
some cases a Form G-711 for property claim
or a letter to the ICE field office).

= NBC San Diego: “What happens to people’s
belongings when they’re deported?”
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/nbc-7-
responds-2/what-happens-to-peoples-
belongings-when-theyre-deported/3737261/

= VisaVerge: “Do You Lose Ownership of US
Property After Deportation?”
Do You Lose Ownership of US Property After

Deportation?

= American Immigration Council: “Deported with
No Possessions”
Deported with No Possessions - American
Immigration Council

= Border Report: “Mexico offering free legal
clinics in US”
Mexico offering free legal clinics in US |

Border Report

1. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the U.S. after returning to this
country?

Wages and Labor Claims: If a deported person
was owed wages by a U.S. employer or had a
pending workers’ compensation or discrimination
case, U.S. labor laws still apply despite their
absence. The key challenge is pursuing the claim
from abroad. Here, a significant mechanism is the
partnership between Mexican consulates and the
U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). Mexican
consulates host Labor Rights Weeks and maintain
Memoranda of Understanding with DOL to assist
Mexican workers. In practice:

= The DOL’s Wage and Hour Division has a
system to collect back wages from employers
and hold them for workers. It doesn’t matter if
the worker no longer lives in the U.S. The
DOL even has an online tool to search for
uncollected back wages. Mexican consulates
help deportees use this tool or file new
claims.

= Consulates often act as intermediaries. For
example, in a 2024 case, the DOL recovered
$1.4 million for 36 Mexican engineers in
California who had been underpaid; the DOL
explicitly noted it “works closely with the
Consulate General of Mexico in San Diego” to
ensure workers know their rights and get their
due. If those engineers had returned to
Mexico, the DOL and consulate would
coordinate to get the money to them (via
check or consular payment).

Mexico
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https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/mexico-offering-free-legal-clinics-in-us/
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/mexico-offering-free-legal-clinics-in-us/
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= Mexico also has an NGO called Global
Workers Justice Alliance that partners with
consular networks. They operate a cross-
border attorney network so that if, say, a
Mexican farmworker is deported but had a
wage theft claim, a U.S. lawyer and a Mexico-
based “defender” will work together to
continue the case and communicate with the
worker. This is informal but effective in some
instances.

Additionally, under U.S. law (18 U.S.C. §1596), if
the deportee was a victim of human trafficking or
certain crimes, they can still pursue civil damages
against perpetrators in U.S. courts from abroad.
Mexico’s Foreign Ministry and NGOs often
facilitate such cases by connecting deportees with
U.S. pro bono attorneys. Similarly, deportees
eligible for U.S. victim compensation funds or
settlements (e.g., from a class action labor
lawsuit) can claim their share — consulates help
by providing mailing addresses, notarizing
documents, and even using their trust accounts to
forward payments.

= The Mexican Foreign Ministry’s PALE
(Programa de Asistencia Legal a Mexicanos
en el Exterior), while primarily for legal
defense, also extends to post-deportation civil
matters. Through PALE, consulates
sometimes hire U.S. lawyers for indigent
nationals to, for instance, finalize a divorce or
collect unpaid wages after the person is
removed.

= Each Mexican consulate has a Department of
Community Affairs which, working with
hometown associations, can help coordinate
transporting belongings. For example, if a
migrant left household goods in the U.S.,
sometimes community networks will assist in
sending them back or selling them and
sending proceeds.

= International Organization for Migration (IOM):
In voluntary return cases (where migrants
elect to go back with IOM help), IOM provides
a luggage allowance or ships personal
effects. For forced deportations, IOM’s
Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration
(AVRR) programs in Mexico don’t
automatically cover asset recovery, but could
provide advice or referrals, especially in
cases of highly vulnerable returnees who
need to retrieve assets to avoid destitution.

= U.S. Department of Labor: Recovery of $1.4M
for Mexican engineers
US Department of Labor recovers over $1.4M
in back wages, damages for 36 Mexican
engineers employed by General Dynamics

subsidiary in San Diego | U.S. Department of
Labor

= SSA: U.S.-Mexico Social Security Agreement
https://www.ssa.gov/international/Agreement
Pamphlets/mexico.html

= LegalClarity: “Can You Collect Social Security
After Deportation?”
Can You Collect Social Security After
Deportation? - LegalClarity

= |IRS: Totalization Agreements
Totalization agreements | Internal Revenue
Service

2. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the U.S. and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

The United States and Mexico have established
several formal agreements governing the
repatriation of Mexican nationals. These
agreements aim to ensure that deportations (also
called repatriations) are conducted in a safe,
orderly, and humane manner, and they outline
responsibilities for both countries. Key bilateral
frameworks include:

= Local Repatriation Arrangements (2016): The
most comprehensive update came in
February 2016 when Department of Health
and Safety and Mexico’s government signed
nine localized agreements, one for each
major border region (California/Baja
California, Arizona/Sonora, etc.). These
arrangements, negotiated under the
Repatriation Strategy and Policy Executive
Coordination Team (RESPECT) mechanism,
standardized repatriation practices. Core
provisions found across these arrangements:

= Humane Scheduling: No night-time
deportations. All nine agreements
stipulate that routine repatriations will not
occur between 10:00 PM and 5:00 AM, a
significant change from prior years when
nearly 20% of removals happened in the
late night/early morning hours. Stopping
late-night drop-offs reduces the risk to
migrants, who used to be left in border
cities in the middle of the night when
shelters were closed and crime risk was
high. Exceptions require special
coordination (for example, if an
emergency removal must occur, Mexican
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authorities must be alerted and agree to
receive the person).

Designated Ports and Times: The
agreements specify exactly which ports of
entry will be used for repatriation and
during what hours. Both sides agreed to
12 official repatriation locations (11 on the
land border and the Mexico City airport
for certain flights). By fixing locations,
Mexico can staff those places with
reception personnel (INM, Grupo Beta,
Red Cross) at expected times, and
prevent the U.S. practice of “lateral
repatriation” (moving migrants to far-off
border sectors) unless coordinated.

Advance Notification: U.S. authorities
(CBP/ICE) must provide advance lists of
people to be repatriated each day to
Mexican immigration officials, including
details on any medical needs or minors,
so Mexico can prepare. Consular officials
are notified of vulnerable cases.

Property Return: As discussed above,
each arrangement contains language that
DHS should return all personal property
to the migrant at the time of release. This
includes money and valuables (with a
feasible method if direct handover isn’t
possible).

Special Measures for Vulnerable
Populations: Unaccompanied minors,
persons with serious medical conditions,
and others require extra steps. For
example, unaccompanied Mexican
children must be repatriated through
specific ports in daytime and only after
Mexican child welfare authorities are
present to receive them, ensuring they
aren’t handed off to criminal elements.
Both governments also agreed to
improved screening to make sure
Mexican children who might have
protection needs aren’t inadvertently
treated as simple deportees. Similarly,
migrants with mental health issues or
injuries are to be transferred along with
their medical records and directly to
Mexican health officials or shelters that
can care for them.

Family Unity: Whenever possible, family
members being deported at the same
time should be kept together during
processing and returned together at the
same location. This intended to stop the
previous practice of splitting family units
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(like sending a father to one city and
mother/children to another).

= Consular Access: The arrangements
reinforce obligations under the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations that
Mexican consular officials can
communicate with and assist nationals in
U.S. custody prior to repatriation. In some
border sectors, Mexican consulates have
the right to physically be present at
removal points or to interview their
nationals just before deportation to verify
any issues.

Interior Repatriation Programs (2004, 2012,
2019): In addition to border agreements, the
U.S. and Mexico have deals for interior
repatriation, meaning flying deportees into
Mexico’s interior to avoid border congestion
and immediate re-crossings. One early
example was the 2004 Arizona Safe
Repatriation Program, a summer program of
voluntary flights to Mexico City for Mexican
migrants who agreed to be flown home rather
than just bused to Nogales. This evolved into
the Mexican Interior Repatriation Program
(MIRP). An MOU in 2012 made MIRP a
regular joint operation: ICE would fly certain
deportees (especially those from
central/southern Mexico, or repeat crossers)
from the U.S. interior to an interior airport in
Mexico, with Mexico’s Secretariat of
Governance (Interior Ministry) receiving them.
After a hiatus, the program resumed in 2019
under a new arrangement between ICE and
Mexico’s INM. Under the current
understanding:

= Mexico agrees to accept aircraft charters
of deportees at designated southern
airports (recently, Guadalajara and
Mexico City; in late 2025, also Tapachula
for certain flights).

= The U.S. pays for the flights; Mexico
handles onward transportation within
Mexico. This cooperation is not a treaty
per se but an operational agreement; ICE
issues press releases with the Ministry of
Interior acknowledging the partnership.

= The spirit is humanitarian: flying migrants
closer to home communities, and also a
security aspect: reducing the strain on
border cities. These flights are
coordinated through diplomatic notes
rather than a public treaty, but they are an
important part of bilateral repatriation

policy.
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Historic Framework (2004 MOU): In 2004,
under the Fox and Bush administrations, the
two countries signed a “Safe, Orderly,
Dignified Repatriation” agreement, which was
a precursor to RESPECT. It established a
Joint Repatriation Committee that met
regularly to set broad principles: that Mexico
would always receive its nationals, that both
sides would work to avoid loss of documents
and money, and that deportations of
vulnerable people (women, children) would
preferably be in daylight and at safer ports.
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ICE: Interior Repatriation Initiative
US and Mexico resume interior repatriation

initiative | ICE

Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

Mexico’s treatment of deported individuals is not

only guided by domestic policy and bilateral
accords, but also by international law and
commitments. Several international obligations

Much of this was reaffirmed and made explicit
in 2016, but the 2004 accord was the first to
officially use terms like “dignified repatriation.”

That agreement also started the practice of
biannual meetings which later became the
RESPECT annual meeting.

Other Bilateral MOUs:

= There are local-level agreements, such as
arrangements between specific Mexican
consulates and U.S. Border Patrol
sectors. For instance, the Mexican
Consulate in El Paso and the Border
Patrol have a local protocol (Appendix to
the main arrangement) on how quickly
consular officials are notified of
apprehensions of Mexican minors, and
how they coordinate repatriation at the
local bridge. Similar side-agreements
exist in San Diego/Tijuana (covering
coordination for persons with disabilities,
etc.). These are essentially implementing
details under the national umbrella.

= Information-sharing MOUs: Mexico and
the U.S. exchange biometric data of
deportees under arrangements to combat
human smuggling and track repeat
offenders. While not directly about
repatriation logistics, these agreements
(between ICE/CBP and INM) ensure that
both sides confirm the identity and
nationality of individuals to prevent
wrongful or unsafe removals (e.g., not
sending a non-Mexican to Mexico by
mistake, or identifying criminals).

American Immigration Council: “New U.S.-
Mexico Repatriation Agreements”

New U.S.-Mexico Repatriation Agreements
Seek to Protect Returning Migrants -
American Immigration Council

DHS Fact Sheet: RESPECT Coordination
Team

Repatriation Strategy and Policy Executive
Coordination Team Fact Sheet

shape Mexico’s duty to ensure that repatriation is
conducted safely, dignifiedly, and with respect for
human rights:

Right to Return and Non-Refoulement: Under
international human rights law, every country
must accept the return of its own nationals.
This is reflected in Article 12(4) of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), which states “no one shall be
arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his
own country.” Mexico upholds this by
enshrining in its Constitution that no Mexican
can be refused entry. This means Mexico has
an obligation to receive deported Mexicans
without delay and cannot legally banish or
exile them. Additionally, while the right to
return covers citizens, Mexico also has
obligations regarding non-nationals who are
deported to its territory. As a party to the 1951
Refugee Convention and the 1984
Convention Against Torture, Mexico must
adhere to non-refoulement — not sending
anyone (Mexican or foreign) to a place where
they face persecution or torture. In
repatriation context, this mainly applies if
Mexico receives third-country nationals from
the U.S.: Mexico cannot then deport those
individuals onward to their home countries if
they have a valid fear (they must be given a
chance to seek asylum in Mexico). For
Mexican nationals, non-refoulement doesn’t
directly apply (since Mexico is home), but the
principle underscores Mexico’s duty to treat
returnees humanely and not push them into
danger (for example, ensuring that if
indigenous Mexican deportees are sent to
unfamiliar border areas, they are helped to
safely reach their own communities, thereby
not abandoning them to peril).

International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families (ICRMW): Mexico
ratified this UN convention in 1999. It explicitly
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addresses return and reintegration. Article 67
obliges States Parties to cooperate in
facilitating the orderly return of migrant
workers to their state of origin and, for those
in a regular status, to promote conditions for
“durable social and cultural reintegration”. In
practical terms, this means Mexico has
committed to work with host countries (like
the U.S.) to make sure returns are not chaotic
or abrupt without preparation. The
cooperation seen in the bilateral
arrangements (advance notice, no night
deportations, etc.) fulfills this to some extent.
Article 67(2) especially guides Mexico’s
efforts to provide programs (training,
employment help) to returning migrants to
facilitate reintegration — an obligation Mexico
reflects in initiatives such as “Somos
Mexicanos” and “México Te Abraza” that
provide jobs links, education, and healthcare
to deportees (these programs can be seen as
implementing the “promoting adequate
economic conditions” clause of Article 67).
The convention also emphasizes that migrant
workers should not lose their acquired rights
due to expulsion — e.g., Article 22 ensures
that expelled migrants maintain rights to
wages or social security (hence Mexico must
allow deportees to claim U.S. pensions or
benefits, and not tax or confiscate them
unfairly). Overall, the ICRMW sets a legal
expectation that Mexico treat returning
migrants with dignity equal to citizens and
address vulnerabilities — it's a key reason
Mexico frames its deportee assistance as a
rights obligation, not charity.

UN Smuggling of Migrants Protocol (2000)
and Trafficking in Persons Protocol (2000):
Mexico is party to both protocols
supplementing the UN Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime. These
protocols contain provisions about the return
of victims and smuggled migrants:

= The Trafficking Protocol (Art. 8) requires
that States facilitate and accept the return
of their trafficked nationals with due
regard for their safety. It also urges states
to offer travel documents and to prefer
voluntary return for victims. For Mexico,
this means if a Mexican national was
trafficked abroad and is being returned
(deported or repatriated), Mexican
authorities must cooperate and ensure
that person isn’t put in harm’s way upon
return (e.g., taken straight to a shelter or
given protection from traffickers). In the
broader sense, it reinforces the idea of
“safe and dignified” repatriation, since
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trafficking victims are especially
vulnerable.

= The Smuggling Protocol (Art. 18) similarly
obligates States to accept their nationals
without undue delay and ensure the
return is orderly and with respect for the
person’s rights and dignity. Art. 18(5)
explicitly says returns should be carried
out “in an orderly manner and with due
regard for the safety and dignity of the
person”. Mexico’s acceptance of its
deported citizens from the U.S. aligns
with this: it promptly readmits them, and
the bilateral process is intended to be
orderly. The “dignity” aspect is broad but
gives international legal backing to
Mexico’s grievance if, say, U.S.
deportations were conducted in a
degrading way. Mexico could cite this in
diplomatic protests if needed (e.g., if
migrants were shackled excessively or
dropped in life-threatening situations,
violating their dignity or safety).

= These protocols also highlight Mexico’s
obligation to provide consular assistance
(trafficking protocol encourages it) and
ensure travel documents are provided.
Mexico indeed issues emergency
passports or laissez-passer for any
national being deported if they lack a
passport, fulfilling a technical obligation to
facilitate return.

Treaties on Consular Relations and Human
Rights: The Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations (VCCR) 1963 gives consulates the
right to help their nationals. Mexico’s
proactive consular protection in deportation
cases (ensuring due process, connecting with
deportees to prepare them) is partly an
exercise of its VCCR rights. Also, general
human rights treaties — e.g., the American
Convention on Human Rights (ACHR), which
Mexico has ratified — require humane
treatment and respect for human dignity
(ACHR Art. 5). Although primarily constraints
on government in how they treat people within
their jurisdiction, when Mexico receives
deportees, it must uphold those rights: for
instance, providing medical care to a sick
deportee is in line with the right to humane
treatment. The Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, in cases like Vélez Loor vs.
Panama (2010), has concretely said that
migrants (even if undocumented) must be
treated with dignity and that mass expulsions
without due process violate human rights.
Mexico aligns with this by, for example, not
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17



Care for Migrants

jailing deported persons simply for having
been undocumented abroad and by giving
them information on their rights and available
remedies.

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and
Regular Migration (2018): Although not legally
binding, Mexico was a leading proponent and
the first signatory of this UN compact.
Objective 21 of the GCM is directly about
return and reintegration, committing states to
“cooperate in facilitating safe and dignified
return...and ensure that our nationals are duly
received... in full respect for the human right
to return to one’s own country” and to create
conditions for sustainable reintegration.
Mexico’s current policies mirror these
commitments: “México Te Abraza” (launched
2025) is explicitly about comprehensive
reintegration (jobs, health, education), fulfilling
the GCM’s call for post-return support.
Additionally, Mexico’s insistence on individual
case assessment and not accepting collective
expulsions (e.g., it refused to receive large
groups without prior coordination during the
end of Title 42) aligns with the Compact’s
stance against collective expulsion and for
due process. While the compact isn’t
enforceable law, Mexico treats it as guiding
principles.

Inter-American Human Rights System:
Mexico is subject to the jurisdiction of the
Inter-American Commission and Court. The
Inter-American Principles on the Human
Rights of All Migrants (2019) emphasize
dignified return. The OAS has a Working
Group on Protection of Migrants which has
guidelines similar to the UN’s. By following
those, Mexico avoids international criticism.
For example, one obligation is to ensure
deported persons can exercise their civil
rights (like registering their U.S.-born children
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present at repatriation and provides special
shelters for unaccompanied minors rather
than treating them like adult deportees. This
fulfills its international obligation to provide
care and not subject children to risk. The
Inter-American Court’s Advisory Opinion OC-
21/14 (which Mexico requested) on migrant
children’s rights clarified that States must
ensure special protection during repatriation
of children, and it frowned on detention of
child migrants. Mexico has largely complied
by not detaining child returnees and instead
immediately handing them to family or DIF
(child services).

UN OHCHR: Migrant Workers Convention
(Article 67)

International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families | OHCHR

UNODC: Protocol Against the Smuggling of
Migrants
Migrant Smuggling

UN Migration Network: Global Compact for
Migration — Objective 21

GCM Obijective 21 - Dignified return and
reintegration | United Nations Network on

Migration

Mexico’s Foreign Ministry: Migration Policy
and GCM

GCM Objective 21 - Dignified return and
reintegration | United Nations Network on

Migration

Consular Role: Assess the role of this
country’s consulates in the U.S. in
supporting deported nationals prior to
and after removal.

in Mexico, or being able to access justice for
any crimes against them during migration).
Mexico has accordingly adjusted its laws to
make civil registry easier for children of
deportees and set up mechanisms to report
any abuse by U.S. authorities (via CNDH
agreements with U.S. counterparts).

Mexico’s consular network in the United States
(the largest consular presence any nation has,
with 50 consulates across the U.S.) plays a
pivotal role in protecting and assisting Mexican
nationals at every stage of the deportation
process. Essentially, the consulates are the first
responders for Mexicans facing removal and a
continuing source of support even after they’ve
been removed. Their involvement can be broken
down into phases:

= Protection of Children: Mexico is party to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).
CRC Article 3 requires the child’s best
interests to be a primary consideration in all
actions concerning them. For repatriation, this
means any Mexican child being deported
should be handled in a way that prioritizes « Legal Assistance and Advice: As soon as a

their welfare. Mexico, through agreements Mexican national is detained by ICE or Border
and practice, has child welfare officials Patrol, they have the right to contact their

Pre-deportation (While in the U.S., including
detention):

Mexico
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consulate. Mexican consulates run a 24/7
protection hotline (CIAM) and respond to
thousands of calls from detainees or their
families. Consular officers ensure detainees
know their rights and often connect them with
immigration attorneys or nonprofits. Through
the PALE program, consulates fund legal
representation for Mexicans in certain cases
(especially those with strong humanitarian
claims or facing wrongful removal). For
example, if a long-time Mexican resident with
no criminal history is picked up, the consulate
might pay for a lawyer to fight their case or to
seek bond. Consulates also send
“observations” or letters to immigration courts
attesting to a person’s ties or requesting
consideration, and sometimes serve as
intermediaries in U visa or T visa applications
for victims of crime/trafficking, which can halt
a deportation.

Document Provision: Many Mexicans in the
U.S. lack identity documents, which can
complicate their immigration case or later
removal. Consulates provide or replace
passports, consular ID cards (Matricula
Consular), and birth certificates on request.
Notably, during immigration court
proceedings, having identification can help
with bond or humanitarian release. Moreover,
if someone agrees to voluntary departure,
having a passport ready speeds their return.
Consulates regularly visit detention centers to
hold “document fairs”. As part of a 2019 joint
initiative, Mexico streamlined issuing birth
certificates in U.S. consulates free of charge
for nationals in removal proceedings.

Monitoring Treatment and Conditions:
Mexican consular staff periodically visit
immigration detention centers to check on the
welfare of Mexican nationals. They interview
detainees about conditions, any abuse,
medical needs, etc. If problems are found,
consuls advocate with facility management or
ICE. For instance, if a Mexican detainee is not
receiving needed medication, the consulate
will press ICE to provide it. Consulates also
protest if a national’s due process is violated
(e.g. if someone wasn'’t given consular
notification or access — though U.S.
compliance on consular notification has
improved, consulates stay vigilant).

Preventative Outreach: Consulates engage in
community outreach (the Ventanilla de Salud
program and “Know Your Rights” workshops).
They encourage migrants to have an
emergency plan (power of attorney, dual
nationality for U.S.-born kids, etc.) in case of
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deportation. By doing so, consulates indirectly
mitigate the hardships of deportation
beforehand. Additionally, Mexico launched
mobile apps like “MiConsulmex” and in 2025
“ConsulApp Contigo”, which migrants can use
to quickly notify their consulate if they are
detained by ICE. This ensures consulates can
intervene early in the process.

Advocacy and Negotiation: Mexico’s
consulates often negotiate with U.S.
authorities regarding the timing or manner of
specific deportations. For example, if a
Mexican national is the parent of young U.S.
citizen children, a consulate might request a
short deferment to allow arrangements for the
kids. They might also advocate for
alternatives to detention for health cases.
While the U.S. isn’t obliged to comply, ICE
frequently does coordinate — a testament to
the working relationships consulates have
built (e.g., a consulate might arrange to pick
up an elderly sick national directly from an
ICE facility rather than have them transported
in shackles).

During Deportation (Removal Day):

Consular Presence and Reception: According
to the 2016 agreements, Mexican consular
officials can be present at repatriation points
for vulnerable cases. In practice, consulates
often send a representative to ports of entry
when large groups are being removed or if
there’s a special case (like a high-profile
deportee or someone who expressed fear
about return — in which case the consulate
double-checks they were given asylum
screening). This presence helps ensure U.S.
officers follow protocols (consuls have, for
instance, intervened if a deportee was about
to be sent without their belongings or if family
members were separated in vehicles).

Emergency Support: If a deportee has an
acute issue at the moment of removal — e.g.,
a medical emergency or a sudden legal
development — consular officials can raise it.
There have been cases where, moments
before deportation, a court granted a stay;
consuls coordinate with ICE to halt the
removal literally at the gate. Or if someone
arrives at the border handcuffed and the U.S.
intends to remove them in restraints, consular
staff might insist those be removed before the
person crosses into Mexico, to avoid the
appearance (and psychological impact) of
delivering a person as if a criminal.

Logistics Coordination: Consulates confirm
that Mexican immigration (INM) is ready to

Mexico



Care for Migrants

receive their nationals. If a deportation convoy
is running late or early, the consulate
communicates that to Mexican authorities at
the border. Essentially, they are like air-traffic
controllers for removals, making sure the
‘landing” in Mexico is smooth.

Post-deportation (After Arrival in Mexico):

Continuity of Assistance: The moment a
deportee is back in Mexico, the local
INM/Seguro Migratorio offices take primary
charge, but consulates don’t simply drop the
matter. They often follow up on individual
cases, especially if children or legal matters
remain in the U.S. For instance, consider a
deported mother who left behind children in
foster care in the U.S.; the Mexican consulate
(in the U.S.) and Mexico’s DIF (in Mexico) will
work together to either have the children sent
to Mexico or otherwise ensure the mother can
participate in custody proceedings from
abroad. Consulates act as liaisons between
the deportee now in Mexico and any ongoing
processes in the U.S. (courts, property sales,
etc.).

Document Recovery and Transmittal: If any
personal documents or records couldn’t be
given to the migrant before departure (say the
migrant’s belongings were in an ICE storage
in another state), the consulate will often
receive those items and then send them to
the person in Mexico. Many consulates, upon
completing a deportation, prepare packets of
the person’s case file (e.g., their criminal
record, custody documents, etc.) to give to
the Mexican government or the individual, to
help with their reintegration or any legal
follow-ups.

Family Reunification and Welfare Checks:
Mexican consulates in the U.S. sometimes
help the families of deportees who stayed in
the U.S. — for example, if U.S.-born children
remain, the consulate can help arrange travel
documents for the kids to join the parent in
Mexico (including registering them as
Mexican citizens). Conversely, if a deportee
had no family in Mexico, the consulate
(through Mexico’s network) might ensure a
NGO or migrant shelter in Mexico follows up
to assist that person. There is an emerging
practice that consulates “refer” especially
vulnerable deportees (like those with mental
illness or those who lived decades in the
U.S.) to specific civil society groups in Mexico
for mentoring. This is informal but growing.

Policy Feedback: Consulates observe trends
and report back to Mexico’s federal
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government. If they see systemic issues with
how deportations are affecting nationals (e.g.,
a surge of deported veterans or a pattern of
Mexicans with significant medical issues
being removed without coordination), they
compile reports that can lead to policy
adjustments or diplomatic engagement. A real
example: Mexican consulates documented
cases of Mexican deportees who were U.S.
military veterans with PTSD who needed
medical attention. This prompted the Mexican
government to create a program for deported
veterans in 2018 (with support lines and
expedited services).

Consular Partnerships and Initiatives:

Ventanillas (Windows) in Consulates: These
are service desks within consulates for health,
financial education, and legal matters. Of
relevance, many consulates have a
“Ventanilla de Orientaciéon Educativa” where
Mexicans approaching deportation (or
planning return) can get info on transferring
educational credentials to Mexico or enrolling
in Mexican schools. There’s also a “Ventanilla
de Retorno” pilot in some consulates
specifically dedicated to those who want to
return or are being returned, linking them with
Mexican state migrant assistance offices.

Collaboration with U.S. Authorities: Over
years, Mexican consulates have built formal
channels with DHS/ICE. For example, ICE
field offices have “Consulate Liaison” officers
who meet regularly with consular staff.
Through these channels, consulates are
informed of upcoming large removal
operations and can prepare. Consulates in
areas with high Mexican populations (e.g.,
Los Angeles, Houston) even set up rapid
response teams during large-scale
enforcement, working with local lawyers to
ensure detained Mexicans get help — which
indirectly affects deportation outcomes and
ensures those ultimately deported have had
due process.

Post-Removal Legal Aid: If a Mexican
national believes their deportation was
wrongful or wants to appeal it from Mexico
(perhaps via a motion to reopen), the
consulates will often connect them with U.S.
attorneys and convey documents. This was
seen in the high-profile case of Juan Manuel
Montes, a DACA recipient deported in 2017:
the Mexican consulate in Calexico contacted
him and his family, offered assistance, and
monitored the litigation filed on his behalf in
the U.S.. The consulate’s support lent weight

Mexico
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to his claims and ensured he had access to
counsel.

=  WTTW Chicago: “Mexican Government
Launches App to Help People Facing
Deportation”
Mexican Government Launches App to Help
People Facing Deportation | Chicago News |
WTTW

= Border Report: “Mexico offering free legal
clinics in US”
Mexico offering free legal clinics in US |

Border Report

= American Immigration Council: “Deported with
No Possessions”
Deported with No Possessions - American
Immigration Council

= Mexico’s Foreign Ministry: Consular
Protection Examples
The Mexican Government Supports Its
Deported Citizens | Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores | Gobierno | gob.mx

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the U.S. to this country from
November 2024 to present.

Base de datos - datos.gob.mx

Unidad de Politica Migratoria

Total Removed since Nov2024 to September
2025 112,260

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the
U.S. are arriving during the same
period.

The majority of Mexican nationals were returned
via the traditional land border crossing points in
Tamaulipas, Sonora, Baja California, Chihuahua,
and Coahuila. For example, in the first four
months of 2025, Mexican records show
Tamaulipas received about 12,043 repatriated
persons (roughly 28% of the total), Sonora ~7,238
(17%), Baja California ~6,874 (16%), Chihuahua
~5,290 (12%), and Coahuila ~2,609 (6%).

Interior Flights (PRIM Program): To avoid
overwhelming border cities and to return people
closer to their hometowns, the U.S. and Mexico
operate the Interior Repatriation Program (PRIM).
Under PRIM, many deportees — especially those
from southern Mexico or those caught repeatedly
at the border — are flown to airports in southern or
central Mexico. Key reception points from
November 2024 through 2025 included:

= Tapachula, Chiapas: Received flights from
south Texas or Arizona dispersing migrants to
Mexico’s southern border. (Chiapas
accounted for ~4,215 returns in Jan—-Apr
2025, ~10% of the total).

= Villahermosa, Tabasco: Another southern city
used for repatriation flights (~2,817 returns in
Jan—Apr 2025, ~7%).

= AICM/Benito Juarez (Mexico City) and AIFA
(State of Mexico): Mexico City’s international
airport and the newer Felipe Angeles Airport
together received several thousand deportees
(AIFA alone handled ~2,193 in Jan—Apr 2025,
~5%). These flights typically carried migrants
who were detained in the U.S. interior or who
had multiple border crossing attempts.

Unidad de Politica Migratoria
Sintesis 2025.pdf

ICE Flight Monitor: August 2025 Report - Human
Rights First

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Tamaulipas 16 349
Sonora 9 141

Baja California 8 126
Chihuahua 7 325
Chiapas - 5 204
Tabasco 4 969
Coahuila 3 782
México 2 193
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Base de datos - datos.gob.mx

Unidad de Politica
MigratoriaSintesis 2025.pdfMexico to open 25
shelters for deported migrants | Border Report

4. Demographics: Summarize Zacatecas 2 873 222 3095
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in

the U.S. of deported individuals to this
country, if available. 5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the

main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

Unidad de Politica Migratoria

The main legal grounds for U.S. deportations to
Mexico are: (1) entering or living in the U.S.
without lawful permission, (2) violating

100840 11420 112260 immigration laws (like overstaying or fraud), and
Aguascalientes |IEGE 107 1375 (3) committing deportable crimes.
Baja California 1754 363 2117 Removal Ground (INA Section)Approx.
Baja California Sur 88 11 99 Entered without | i id visa (INA
Campeche | 390 43 433 ntered without inspection or no valid visa
212 A), §212(a)(7))~1 ~609
Chiapas 8929 841 9770 (§majo(2t))(lf)5)( )8 (2)(7))~180,000~60%
Chihuahua 4 404 407 4 811
Coahuila 2087 173 2 260 Criminal conviction(s) — Deportable crimes (INA
Colima 279 24 303 §237(a)(2))~100,000~33% (about one-third)
Ciudad de México 2287 308 2595 Visa overstay / status violation — Overstayed or
Durango 2203 160 2363 violated terms of legal visa (INA
México 5339 670 6 009 §237(a)(1)(B),(C))~30,000=10% (small minority)
Guanajuato 8 342 561 8903 Other grounds — Fraud, false claims, security
Guerrero 7288 1190 8478 risks, etc.< 5,000< 2% (very limited)
Hidalgo 2 920 266 3186
Jalisco 3 483 337 3820 Immigration and Customs Enforcement Removals
Michoacan 6 242 784 7026 removal_without_recourse.pdf
Morelos 1 191 175 1 366
Nayarit 1303 109 1412 Immigration Removals Statistics 2025 | ICE
Nuevo Ledn 1 112 161 1273 Dep_or?ahon, Criminal Arrests — The Global
Statistics
Oaxaca 6 104 1007 7111
Puebla 5 906 1007 6913 .
Querétaro 2 044 75 2119 6. Transparency Rules: Determine
Quintana Roo 164 29 193 whether this country has laws
San Luis Potosi 3790 234 4024 requiring the publication or public
Sinaloa 3 683 364 4047 reporting of deportation data.
Sonora 2216 253 2 469
Tabasco 996 109 1105 = Article 6 of the Constitution: Guarantees the
Tamaulipas 4 952 484 5 436 right of access to public information and the
Terala 648 97 745 principle of maximum disclosure. The 2024
amendment tweaked oversight mechanisms
Veracruz IS 7148 but did not eliminate the right itself. It actually
Yucatan 220 35 255

broadened it by stating that all digital data
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held by authorities is public, barring valid
exceptions.

Constitutional Reform (Dec 2024): This
reform dissolved INAI and several other
autonomous agencies. It reassigned
transparency and data protection functions to
the federal executive (specifically, to the
newly formed SABG). It mandated the
creation of internal bodies to ensure
compliance in each branch of government
and established that unresolved transparency
matters could be taken to court.

General Law of Transparency and Access to
Public Information (March 20, 2025): This
new federal transparency law replaced the
2015 law. It reaffirms that every authority
(executive, legislative, judicial, and
autonomous entities) is an “obligated subject”
that must respond to information requests.
Key provisions:

= Procedures: Agencies have 20 business
days to reply to requests (extendable by
10), the same timeline as before.
Responses should preferably be given in
the format requested (e.g., providing data
in Excel if asked).

= Oversight: Instead of INAI, oversight lies
with SABG’s Transparency Unit and the
internal transparency committees of each
agency. The law created a coordinating
office called “Transparencia para el
Pueblo” under SABG to issue guidelines
and aggregate reports.

=  Appeals: The formal “recurso de revision”
(appeal) to an autonomous body was
eliminated. In its place, if an applicant
disagrees with an agency'’s reply, they
may first seek a reconsideration by the
agency or SABG, but ultimately the
remedy is a judicial review (amparo)
before specialized FOI judges. The
reform called for setting up special court
sections to handle these cases swiftly,
given the increased burden on the
judiciary.

= Proactive Transparency: Obligations for
agencies to proactively publish
information (such as budgets,
organizational info, and statistics) remain
largely in force. The new law emphasizes
that datasets held by government entities
should be published in open formats and
updated (for instance, UPM’s migration
datasets). The intention is to make much
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information accessible without requiring a
request.

Personal Data Protection Laws (March 2025):
Alongside the transparency law, new general
laws on personal data (for public and private
sectors) were passed. These replace INAI's
data protection regulations. For FOI, they
mean that requesters cannot obtain personal
data about identifiable individuals unless it's
their own data. In context, one can’t get a list
of names of deported persons (that would be
classified as confidential personal data), but
one can get anonymized or aggregated
figures.

Transparencia | Instituto Nacional de Migracion

Atribuciones - Secretaria de Gobernacion

https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/LG

TAIP.pdf
Unidad de Politica Migratoria

7. Government Sources: Identify which

agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

Several government bodies collaborate to fulfill
these legal requirements:

Instituto Nacional de Migracién (INM): The
INM is the agency that actually carries out
deportations (of foreign nationals from
Mexico) and manages the repatriation of
Mexican nationals returned from abroad. It
operates the Sistema Integral de Operacion
Migratoria (SIOM), a database logging all
migrant detentions, deportations, and
repatriations. By law and practice, INM must
collect detailed data for each “deportation
event” — typically recording the person’s
nationality, age/sex, date of deportation, and
the state or port of entry/exit involved.
Internally, INM generates reports from SIOM
for oversight and planning. While the INM
itself does not always directly publish all raw
data, it routinely provides data to the
Migration Policy Unit for publication. The INM
also publishes some data on its own website
and in press releases. For example, INM’s
transparency portal provides quarterly
updates on its operations, and sometimes the
Commissioner of the INM will announce
current deportation figures in press
conferences or interviews (especially when
there are spikes or changes in U.S. policy).
However, the central conduit for
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comprehensive data is the Migration Policy
Unit’s reports.

= Migration Policy Unit (Unidad de Politica
Migratoria, UPM): This unit, part of SEGOB’s
Subsecretariat of Population and Migration, is
explicitly tasked with publishing migration
statistics, as noted above. In compliance with
its Article 21 mandate, the UPM regularly
releases the “Boletin Estadistico de Movilidad
y Migracion Internacional”, a statistical bulletin
that includes deportation data. Historically,
the UPM published an annual statistical
yearbook; in recent years it has shifted to
more frequent reporting:

Monthly Statistical Reports: The UPM
posts monthly updates on key indicators,
including the number of foreigners
“presentados” (apprehended) and
“deportados” (devoluciones) by INM, and
the number of Mexican nationals
“repatriated” from the U.S. These are
often available on SEGOB’s website
(PoliticaMigratoria.gob.mx) under an open
data format (Excel tables or CSV). For
instance, the Boletin Mensual de
Estadistica Migratoria 2021 was
published and made public; the Auditoria
Superior de la Federacion later examined
it for consistency. The monthly bulletins
break down deportations by nationality of
the deportee, gender, and state of
reception or expulsion, providing a
detailed public record.

Annual Summary and Data Portal: The
UPM also compiles an annual summary
of migration statistics. Additionally,
Mexico’s government open data portal
(datos.gob.mx) hosts datasets on
migration. As of 2025, one can find
datasets titled “Eventos de repatriacion
de mexicanos desde EE. UU.” and
“Eventos de deportacion de extranjeros
por INM” which contain historical data by
year. These datasets are a direct result of
the transparency policy; they are updated
regularly and can be downloaded by the
public.

Policy Reports: In addition to raw data,
the UPM occasionally issues analytical
reports or infographics (for example,
profiles of repatriated Mexicans, or
quarterly migration trend reports) which
interpret the data for public consumption.
These are part of fulfilling the duty to
“disseminate information relevant about
the migratory phenomenon”, effectively

making the data not only open but
understandable.

= Other Entities:

=  The Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(SRE), through its consular network,
sometimes reports figures on Mexican
nationals repatriated (particularly in press
releases about joint repatriation programs
with the U.S.). However, these are usually
drawn from INM/UPM data.

= INEGI may include a section on
international migration in its annual
statistical abstracts, ensuring the data are
accounted as official national statistics.

Transparencia | Instituto Nacional de Migracion

Atribuciones - Secretaria de Gobernacion

https://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/LG
TAIP.pdf

8. Freedom of Information: Assess
whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

Mexico’s Constitution guarantees the public’s right
to access government information, including
deportation statistics. However, a December 2024
constitutional reform abolished the Instituto
Nacional de Transparencia, Acceso a la
Informacién y Protecciéon de Datos Personales
(INAI), the independent transparency agency, and
shifted oversight of transparency laws to the
federal Anti-Corruption and Good Governance
Ministry (SABG). In March 2025, new legislation
took effect replacing INAI with a government-run
system — meaning requests for deportation data
are still legally allowed, but are now handled and
reviewed within the executive branch rather than
by an autonomous body.

The process for obtaining deportation data
remains largely the same for the public. One can
file an access-to-information request through

the Plataforma Nacional de Transparencia (PNT),
Mexico’s online FOI portal. Agencies like

the Instituto Nacional de Migracién (INM) — which
holds records on deportations and repatriations —
still have Transparency Units that receive these
requests and must respond, typically within 20
working days (with a possible 10-day extension,
as under prior law). For example, a request can
be made for the number of persons deported from
the U.S. to Mexico by year, or for datasets on
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repatriated Mexican nationals. The INM (under
the Interior Ministry) remains a “sujeto obligado”
(obligated entity) under the new General
Transparency Law of 2025, so it must release
statistical data upon request, barring any
legitimate exemption. Importantly, Mexico’s Unit
of Migration Policy (UPM) still proactively
publishes many aggregate statistics — such as
monthly and annual totals of repatriations — on its
website and the government open-data portal,
providing much deportation data without even
needing a request.

With INAI gone, a new General Law of
Transparency and Public Information Access took
effect on March 20, 2025. This law continues to
guarantee the public’s right to information and
applies to a broader range of authorities (now
explicitly including agencies across all branches
of government). It created a department

called “Transparencia para el

Pueblo” (“Transparency for the People”) as a
decentralized body under the SABG to handle
information access matters. Unlike INAI, this new
body lacks constitutional autonomy — its
leadership is appointed within the government
(the reform replaced INAI's former seven
independent commissioners with an internal

commissioner or committee under the ministry).
Every federal entity, including the INM, now has
an internal “transparency authority” (in total 18
across the federal executive, legislative, judicial
branches and other sectors) responsible for
ensuring compliance with FOI obligations. In
practical terms, when you request deportation
data from INM today, the agency’s own
Transparency Unit processes the request and its
parent ministry’s oversight office (rather than
INAI) would handle any review of that response.

Ley General de Transparencia y Acceso a la
Informacién Publica

Following INAI's closure: Changes in
Transparency and Access to Information in
Mexico — Directorio Legislativo

Constitutional reform dissolving the autonomous
constitutional body — INAI | Press Release |
Chambers and Partners

Las nuevas leyes de transparencia y proteccion
de datos personales: retrocesos y oportunidades
perdidas | R3D: Red en Defensa de los Derechos

Digitales

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document.

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025.
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