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Nicaragua

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

After a removal order (or expedited removal), 
most Nicaraguans are held in ICE detention 
centers for weeks or months while their case is 
processed. Example: Reuters describes a man, 
Erlinton Ortiz, who spent about five months in US 
immigration detention before being deported to 
Nicaragua in January 2020, after a brief hearing 
where he had no lawyer and did not understand 
why he was being deported. 

Deportees are placed on charter flights contracted 
by ICE (“ICE Air”), often routed through 
Alexandria, Louisiana or Texas. An investigation 
by Confidencial identified charter flights operated 
by Global X Airlines carrying Nicaraguan 
deportees from US ICE hubs (primarily Alexandria 
and Houston) to Managua. 

On these flights, people are typically handcuffed 
and shackled (hands, waist, ankles), escorted by 
guards, and have little or no information about 
what will happen on arrival (this pattern is well 
documented in ICE deportation practices 
generally, including for other destinations, even 
when not Nicaragua-specific). 

Once the plane lands in Managua, flights with 
deportees are taken to a remote runway used for 
private flights, away from the main terminal and 
other travelers. According to Confidencial, the 
National Police (Airport Security Directorate) and 
the Army’s Airport Protection Detachment take 
charge of the arrival, along with immigration 
officials. 

The regime has stopped publishing details about 
what is done with them. Even weekly Interior 
Ministry bulletins that used to mention “steps 
taken” with returnees were discontinued, and 
recent flights have been received “in absolute 
silence.” 

A Nicaraguan opposition coalition, Concertación 
Democrática Nicaragüense (CDN), has collated 
accounts of what happens next to deportees and 
self-returnees: Their June 2025 newsletter states 
there are “increasing reports of deportees and 
self-deportees that upon arrival at the airport in 

Managua are transferred to prison.” Some are 
allowed to go home after one or two days of 
incarceration, but during that time they and their 
families are threatened. 

Example case: Reuters reports the case of 
Erlinton Ortiz, deported from the US back to 
Nicaragua in January 2020: After landing, he says 
he was taken to an interrogation room, where 
Nicaraguan police told him he would be charged 
with terrorism and that he should wait for a police 
appointment at his parents’ home. Fearing arrest 
and torture, he instead fled to a safe house and 
eventually left Nicaragua again to seek asylum. 

For those who are released instead of kept in 
long-term detention: CDN reports that once 
released, deportees are “subjected to permanent 
surveillance that prevents them from leading a 
normal life,” and they end up exposed to 
discrimination and harassment like other 
opposition figures. The same newsletter stresses 
there is a “credible and reasonable fear that the 
life and integrity of the returnees is at risk,” given 
the regime’s documented use of torture, 
imprisonment, and other abuses against 
perceived opponents. 

Sources: 

https://confidencial.digital/english/ortega-secretly-
receives-hundreds-of-nicaraguans-deported-by-
trump/ 

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-
heads-record-nicaragua-deportations-despite-
ortega-criticism-2021-11-25/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/document
s/hrbodies/hrcouncil/grhe-nicaragua/2025-09-23-
ghren-transnational-violations-en.pdf  

https://cdnicaraguense.org/boletin-31-el-derecho-
al-retorno-seguro/ 

https://reliefweb.int/report/nicaragua/nicaragua-
persecution-beyond-borders-exile-and-
transnational-human-rights-violations 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

There is no robust, government-run reintegration 
system in Nicaragua. Most deported/returned 
Nicaraguans rely on a patchwork of: (i) faith-
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based organizations (especially Caritas and its 
migration ministry), (ii) limited UN migration (IOM) 
return/reintegration programmes, (iii) basic public 
health services and a few humanitarian projects, 
and (iv) family and informal networks. The 
Nicaraguan state does not provide protective 
reintegration services; in many cases it is the 
source of risk. 

1. Church-based support (Caritas & Pastoral de 
Movilidad Humana) 

Caritas Nicaragua and the Catholic Church’s 
Pastoral de Movilidad Humana (PMH) are the 
closest thing to a “re-entry support system” within 
the country: (i) PMH is a department of the 
Nicaraguan Bishops’ Conference, attached to 
Caritas. Its mandate is to “watch over, protect, 
assist and defend the rights of migrants and 
refugees in the national territory and in destination 
countries,” promoting solidarity and rights 
protection. (ii) Caritas Nicaragua and its diocesan 
branches run social-assistance and livelihood 
projects (food, basic health support, small 
livelihood grants, rights-education, etc.), 
sometimes with funding from Caritas Spain, IOM 
and other church networks. These services are 
limited, uneven geographically, and under 
pressure from the regime, which has harassed 
and shut many NGOs. 

2. IOM (UN Migration) return and reintegration 
programmes 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
does not generally control forced deportations 
from the US, but it does run Assisted Voluntary 
Return and Reintegration (AVR) programs that 
touch Nicaragua: (i) AVR programs in Central 
America aim to provide “dignified, safe, regular 
and orderly return,” including travel, 
documentation, and reintegration support (small 
cash, counseling, and referrals). Monitoring 
reports show Nicaraguan returnees assisted 
under AVR (for example, stranded migrants 
returning from El Salvador to Nicaragua with IOM 
help). IOM media materials highlight an AVR case 
of a Nicaraguan man returning from Mexico to his 
home community in Mulukukú, where IOM staff 
conduct post-return surveys and provide follow-up 
support. AVR is mainly for people who choose to 
return from transit countries (Mexico, El Salvador, 
etc.). US deportees placed on ICE removal flights 
to Managua usually do not pass through AVR 
pipelines, so they won’t automatically get IOM 
reintegration assistance. 

3. Health and psychosocial support 

There is no special health system for deportees, 
but a few actors are relevant: Public hospitals and 

clinics are formally open to everyone, including 
deportees, though quality and access can be poor 
and politicized. 

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) once provided 
medical and mental-health care in Nicaragua to 
people affected by political and social violence, 
including those traumatized while detained. 

Within the Catholic network, Caritas and related 
congregations (e.g., Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd) run projects funded by Caritas and 
partners that include: (i) emergency assistance to 
vulnerable families, (ii) some mental-health and 
psycho-social activities, and (iii) rights-based work 
on migration, trafficking and violence. 

4. Legal & human-rights support 

Independent human-rights organizations inside 
Nicaragua have been heavily repressed, but there 
are still some channels: (i) The Pastoral de 
Movilidad Humana / Caritas network explicitly 
includes rights defense for migrants as part of its 
mission, including in Nicaragua itself. (ii) The 
opposition platform Concertación Democrática 
Nicaragüense (CDN), now operating largely from 
exile, documents abuses against returnees and 
advocates internationally for a “right to safe 
return” and for states not to send people back to 
face repression. 

Most legal-rights support therefore comes before 
deportation (lawyers in the US), or from exile 
organizations advocating from abroad, rather than 
from robust on-the-ground mechanisms once 
someone is back in Nicaragua. Therefore, there 
are some resources - mostly church-based and 
IOM-linked - but they are limited, patchy, and 
operate within a context where the government 
can persecute returnees rather than support 
them. 

Sources: 

https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf 

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/a
mericas/nicaragua 

https://www.caritas.org/donde-
trabajamos/america-latina-y-el-
caribe/nicaragua/?lang=es 

https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/area
s-de-trabajo/retorno-asistido-y-reintegracion-de-
los-migrantes-vulnerables/ 

https://nicaragua.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl941/fil
es/documents/Ventanillas OIM Nic-2.pdf 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxKoeBOuw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxKoeBOuw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/nicaragua__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rw3oPY_Fg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/nicaragua__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rw3oPY_Fg$
https://www.caritas.org/donde-trabajamos/america-latina-y-el-caribe/nicaragua/?lang=es
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https://www.caritas.org/donde-trabajamos/america-latina-y-el-caribe/nicaragua/?lang=es
https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/areas-de-trabajo/retorno-asistido-y-reintegracion-de-los-migrantes-vulnerables/
https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/areas-de-trabajo/retorno-asistido-y-reintegracion-de-los-migrantes-vulnerables/
https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/areas-de-trabajo/retorno-asistido-y-reintegracion-de-los-migrantes-vulnerables/
https://nicaragua.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl941/files/documents/Ventanillas%20OIM%20Nic-2.pdf
https://nicaragua.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl941/files/documents/Ventanillas%20OIM%20Nic-2.pdf
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https://www.vostv.com.ni/nacionales/8517-
migrantes-nicaraguenses-reciben-atencion-
psicosoci/ 

https://www.tn8.tv/departamentos/migracion-y-
extranjeria-brinda-detalles-sobre-sertrami-
chinandega/ 

https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/guid
eline/monitoring-and-evaluation-tools-return-and-
reintegration-programmes 

https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl626/files/docu
ments/2024-06/oim_modelo-de-politica-publica-
para-la-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes-
retornadas.pdf 

https://migrants-refugees.va/es/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/2022/03/Report-Centro-
America-2021-ES-A5.pdf 

https://www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-
chapters/nicaragua 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

1. No state reintegration system – the state is 
often the main risk: Nicaragua has no 
government program devoted to helping 
deportees with housing, jobs, counseling, or 
documentation on return. Opposition groups 
like Concertación Democrática Nicaragüense 
(CDN) explicitly say exiles cannot safely 
return because there are no guarantees of 
safe return, given the systematic repression. 

2. No guaranteed protection from persecution on 
return: CDN and other civil-society actors 
report cases where returnees (including 
deportees) are taken from the airport to 
prison, threatened for 1–2 days, and then 
placed under continuing surveillance. The UN 
Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua 
(GHREN) describes a “machinery of 
persecution” that follows citizens abroad and 
punishes them through denial of documents, 
entry bans, and intimidation of relatives. That 
same machinery can also be used against 
people who do manage to re-enter. 

3. Shrinking NGO / church-based safety net: 
Caritas Nicaragua and church-linked 
initiatives are the main actors that try to help 
migrants and returnees, but they are small 
and unevenly distributed. Since 2018 the 
government has shut down thousands of 
NGOs, including humanitarian, medical and 

Catholic charities that once provided health, 
social and livelihood support. This leaves 
Caritas and a shrinking circle of tolerated 
groups trying to cover a national problem with 
very limited resources and under political 
pressure. 

4. Very limited economic & livelihood support: 
There is no evidence of state-run job 
placement, cash-assistance, microcredit, or 
vocational training programs targeted at 
deportees. The UN migration agency IOM 
runs Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration (AVRR) in the region, but these 
programs are for voluntary returns from other 
countries (e.g., Mexico or Central America), 
with small-scale assistance (transport + a 
modest reintegration package). 

5. Legal aid and access-to-justice gaps: Human 
Rights Watch and other observers describe 
Nicaragua’s justice system as co-opted, with 
arbitrary prosecutions and no effective 
domestic remedies for victims of state abuse. 
Independent human-rights NGOs and legal-
aid groups have been deregistered or forced 
into exile, drastically reducing in-country legal 
support for deportees who are detained, 
threatened, or stripped of property. 

6. Health & psychosocial support gaps: 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) confirms it 
closed its last projects inside Nicaragua in 
2019; its current work with Nicaraguans is 
mainly outside the country or along migration 
routes. 

7. Information and coordination gaps: There is 
no transparent, public protocol for how 
deportees are processed or what services 
they can access. 

8. Withdrawal from international protection 
systems: Recent reporting notes that, as of 
2025, Nicaragua has withdrawn from multiple 
UN bodies, including the UN Human Rights 
Council and other UN agencies, and has 
severely limited cooperation with international 
mechanisms. 

Sources: 

https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf 

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/a
mericas/nicaragua 

https://www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-
chapters/nicaragua 

https://www.vostv.com.ni/nacionales/8517-migrantes-nicaraguenses-reciben-atencion-psicosoci/
https://www.vostv.com.ni/nacionales/8517-migrantes-nicaraguenses-reciben-atencion-psicosoci/
https://www.vostv.com.ni/nacionales/8517-migrantes-nicaraguenses-reciben-atencion-psicosoci/
https://www.tn8.tv/departamentos/migracion-y-extranjeria-brinda-detalles-sobre-sertrami-chinandega/
https://www.tn8.tv/departamentos/migracion-y-extranjeria-brinda-detalles-sobre-sertrami-chinandega/
https://www.tn8.tv/departamentos/migracion-y-extranjeria-brinda-detalles-sobre-sertrami-chinandega/
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/guideline/monitoring-and-evaluation-tools-return-and-reintegration-programmes
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/guideline/monitoring-and-evaluation-tools-return-and-reintegration-programmes
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/es/resources/guideline/monitoring-and-evaluation-tools-return-and-reintegration-programmes
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl626/files/documents/2024-06/oim_modelo-de-politica-publica-para-la-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes-retornadas.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl626/files/documents/2024-06/oim_modelo-de-politica-publica-para-la-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes-retornadas.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl626/files/documents/2024-06/oim_modelo-de-politica-publica-para-la-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes-retornadas.pdf
https://lac.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl626/files/documents/2024-06/oim_modelo-de-politica-publica-para-la-reintegracion-de-personas-migrantes-retornadas.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/es/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/03/Report-Centro-America-2021-ES-A5.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/es/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/03/Report-Centro-America-2021-ES-A5.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/es/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/03/Report-Centro-America-2021-ES-A5.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-chapters/nicaragua
https://www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-chapters/nicaragua
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxKoeBOuw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxKoeBOuw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/nicaragua__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rw3oPY_Fg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/nicaragua__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rw3oPY_Fg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-chapters/nicaragua__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuY31_8Ccg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.hrw.org/es/world-report/2025/country-chapters/nicaragua__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuY31_8Ccg$
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
releases/2025/10/nicaragua-un-group-experts-
urges-international-community-hold-government 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

There is no evidence of any new, substantial 
Nicaraguan government program specifically 
aimed at helping deported/returned individuals. 
The trend is actually in the opposite direction: (i) 
No current reintegration plan is being reported. 
Recent regional coverage notes that, unlike other 
Central American countries that publicly discuss 
reinsertion of returnees, Nicaragua provides no 
data and has not outlined any reintegration policy 
for deportees, even as deportation flights from the 
US hit record levels. (ii) Past small-scale 
collaboration with IOM existed but is not “new.” 
IOM previously worked with the Nicaraguan 
government on job-creation and economic 
reintegration projects for vulnerable people and 
returned migrants, as part of a regional initiative, 
but these were pilot-type programs from earlier 
years, not newly launched efforts. (iii) The 
government is actually pulling away from 
international support mechanisms. In 2025, 
Nicaragua announced its withdrawal from several 
UN agencies, including IOM and UNHCR (Acnur), 
cutting off exactly the institutions that typically 
support reintegration and protection for migrants 
and returnees. 

So, beyond limited, older IOM-linked projects and 
ad hoc church/NGO help, there are no credible, 
recently launched or currently developing 
Nicaraguan state initiatives specifically designed 
to assist deported individuals. 

Sources: 

https://consortiumlegal.com/en/2025/07/29/immigr
ation-reform-in-nicaragua-changes-of-interest-for-
2024/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/document
s/hrbodies/hrcouncil/grhe-nicaragua/2025-09-23-
ghren-transnational-violations-en.pdf 

https ://digesto.asamblea.gob.ni/consultas/util/pdf.
php ?rdd=X0e4buKlvOU%3D&type=rdd 

https ://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/nicaragua-legaliza-
denegar-el-ingreso-al-pa%C3%ADs-a-
nicarag%C3%Bcenses-que-representen-un-
riesgo/88372988 

https ://www.centroamerica360.com/region/nicara
gua-recibe-en-silencio-a-los-deportados-pese-a-
su-retorica-antiestadounidense/ 

https ://rednam.org/asociacion-enlaces-
nicaraguenses/ 

https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/9825
2-cetcam-impacto-devastador-deportaciones-
nicaraguenses/ 

https ://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/159444-
que-opciones-tienen-los-nicas-deportados-de-
eeuu-que-no-sean-recibidos-en-nicaragua/ 

https ://www.expedienteabierto.org/la-sociedad-
civil-de-nicaragua-aportes-y-resistencia-en-la-
democracia/ 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

There is no dedicated Nicaraguan law or national 
policy that comprehensively governs the 
social/economic reintegration of deported 
individuals. Below is what currently exists in 
Nicaragua in terms of laws / regulations / policies 
that touch reception and (to a lesser extent) 
reintegration of people returning, including those 
deported from the US: 

1. Ley No. 761 – Ley General de Migración y 
Extranjería (2011, as later reformed). What it 
is: Nicaragua’s core migration law. It 
regulates entry and exit of nationals and 
foreigners, stay of foreigners, and creates the 
Consejo Nacional de Migración y Extranjería 
and the Dirección General de Migración y 
Extranjería (DGME). Reception of returnees / 
deportees: Article 1 says the law covers “el 
ingreso de las personas nacionales y 
extranjeras al territorio… y el regreso de él” – 
i.e., it formally governs return of Nicaraguans 
as well as admission of foreigners. The 
National Council is tasked with 
recommending actions and programs that 
promote the link with the country and the 
“inserción de los nicaragüenses residentes en 
el exterior” (insertion / (re)integration of 
Nicaraguans living abroad). DGME’s 
functions include organizing all migration 
services, guaranteeing rights of migrants, and 
coordinating with other institutions, which is 
the legal basis for how deported nationals are 
processed on arrival. (iv) There is a specific 
mandate to facilitate the return of child victims 
of trafficking, including fee waivers for 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/10/nicaragua-un-group-experts-urges-international-community-hold-government__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuZnKiccZA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/10/nicaragua-un-group-experts-urges-international-community-hold-government__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuZnKiccZA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/10/nicaragua-un-group-experts-urges-international-community-hold-government__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuZnKiccZA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/consortiumlegal.com/en/2025/07/29/immigration-reform-in-nicaragua-changes-of-interest-for-2024/__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rx3cQ0D8w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/consortiumlegal.com/en/2025/07/29/immigration-reform-in-nicaragua-changes-of-interest-for-2024/__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rx3cQ0D8w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/consortiumlegal.com/en/2025/07/29/immigration-reform-in-nicaragua-changes-of-interest-for-2024/__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rx3cQ0D8w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/grhe-nicaragua/2025-09-23-ghren-transnational-violations-en.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxMmWbfIg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/grhe-nicaragua/2025-09-23-ghren-transnational-violations-en.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxMmWbfIg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/grhe-nicaragua/2025-09-23-ghren-transnational-violations-en.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!QTL-4MrV0HI0PogEsEXtK-FmFPqNcYcmCB0Ts1ow6iMrLPqois7p8u-DFWN9e0-31f0Yt5RSNh9_t6ntpSN84rxMmWbfIg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/digesto.asamblea.gob.ni/consultas/util/pdf.php?rdd=X0e4buKlvOU*3D&type=rdd__;JQ!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiua3Qu4MnA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/digesto.asamblea.gob.ni/consultas/util/pdf.php?rdd=X0e4buKlvOU*3D&type=rdd__;JQ!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiua3Qu4MnA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.swissinfo.ch/spa/nicaragua-legaliza-denegar-el-ingreso-al-pa**As-a-nicarag**Aenses-que-representen-un-riesgo/88372988__;w63DvA!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiub0Nmcy1A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.swissinfo.ch/spa/nicaragua-legaliza-denegar-el-ingreso-al-pa**As-a-nicarag**Aenses-que-representen-un-riesgo/88372988__;w63DvA!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiub0Nmcy1A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.swissinfo.ch/spa/nicaragua-legaliza-denegar-el-ingreso-al-pa**As-a-nicarag**Aenses-que-representen-un-riesgo/88372988__;w63DvA!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiub0Nmcy1A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.swissinfo.ch/spa/nicaragua-legaliza-denegar-el-ingreso-al-pa**As-a-nicarag**Aenses-que-representen-un-riesgo/88372988__;w63DvA!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiub0Nmcy1A$
https://www.centroamerica360.com/region/nicaragua-recibe-en-silencio-a-los-deportados-pese-a-su-retorica-antiestadounidense
https://www.centroamerica360.com/region/nicaragua-recibe-en-silencio-a-los-deportados-pese-a-su-retorica-antiestadounidense
https://www.centroamerica360.com/region/nicaragua-recibe-en-silencio-a-los-deportados-pese-a-su-retorica-antiestadounidense
https://rednam.org/asociacion-enlaces-nicaraguenses/
https://rednam.org/asociacion-enlaces-nicaraguenses/
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/98252-cetcam-impacto-devastador-deportaciones-nicaraguenses/
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/98252-cetcam-impacto-devastador-deportaciones-nicaraguenses/
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/98252-cetcam-impacto-devastador-deportaciones-nicaraguenses/
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/159444-que-opciones-tienen-los-nicas-deportados-de-eeuu-que-no-sean-recibidos-en-nicaragua/
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/159444-que-opciones-tienen-los-nicas-deportados-de-eeuu-que-no-sean-recibidos-en-nicaragua/
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/159444-que-opciones-tienen-los-nicas-deportados-de-eeuu-que-no-sean-recibidos-en-nicaragua/
https://www.expedienteabierto.org/la-sociedad-civil-de-nicaragua-aportes-y-resistencia-en-la-democracia/
https://www.expedienteabierto.org/la-sociedad-civil-de-nicaragua-aportes-y-resistencia-en-la-democracia/
https://www.expedienteabierto.org/la-sociedad-civil-de-nicaragua-aportes-y-resistencia-en-la-democracia/
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indigent victims, which is a narrow, protection-
oriented reception rule. However: Ley 761 
does not create a structured reintegration 
program for deported adults (e.g., jobs, 
housing, psychosocial support). It is mainly 
about border control, status, and institutional 
powers. 

2. Ley No. 1228 (2024) – Ley de Reforma y 
Adiciones a la Ley No. 761 + Penal Code 
changes. What it is: A 2024 reform that 
significantly amends Ley 761 and adds 
penalties to the Penal Code. It explicitly 
empowers the DGME to deny entry to people 
considered a threat. Key rule affecting 
deported individuals: The reform gives DGME 
authority to “denegar el ingreso al país de 
personas que puedan menoscabar la 
soberanía nacional o representen un riesgo 
social” (“deny entry to persons who may 
undermine national sovereignty or represent a 
social risk”). Media and human-rights 
coverage note that this has been used to 
block Nicaraguans from re-entering, 
effectively legalizing destierro (banishment) 
and refusals of entry for critics and other 
targeted groups. For deported Nicaraguans, 
this reform is now a central legal filter: (i) 
some will be cleared to re-enter under Ley 
761, while (ii) others may be refused boarding 
or admission if DGME labels them a “social 
risk” or threat, despite their nationality. 

3. Ley No. 535 – Ley Especial de Incentivos 
Migratorios para los Nicaragüenses 
Residentes en el Extranjero (2005) + its 
implementing Normativa. What it is: A special 
law designed to “promover la repatriación de 
ciudadanos nicaragüenses residentes en el 
exterior” (promote repatriation of Nicaraguans 
abroad) by granting tax and customs 
exemptions. Main contents relevant to 
reintegration: Exempts eligible returnees from 
import duties on their household goods 
(menaje de casa) and one vehicle, plus some 
professional equipment, subject to conditions 
(minimum 5 years’ residence abroad, one-
time use, etc.). The Normativa issued by the 
Ministry of Finance via Acuerdo Ministerial 
No. 23-2005 lays out the administrative 
procedure for applying for these incentives 
(submission to the ministry, timelines, 
documentation, etc.). IOM Nicaragua explicitly 
lists Ley 535 under the heading “Retorno” as 
part of the country’s national migration-related 
legislation. Legally, this is Nicaragua’s only 
explicit “repatriation / reintegration” law, but: It 
is economic and narrowly targeted (tax 
breaks on goods), not a social reintegration 
program. It’s mainly designed for voluntary 

returnees who meet the 5-year residence and 
other requirements; deportees may or may 
not qualify in practice. 

4. Specialized protocol: Protocolo para la 
repatriación de niños, niñas y adolescentes 
víctimas de trata. What it is: A specific 
protocol listed among Nicaragua’s national 
migration-related norms that sets procedures 
for repatriating child victims of trafficking. This 
governs coordination between state 
institutions to ensure safe return and 
reception of trafficked children and 
adolescents. It is protection-focused and 
applies to a limited sub-group of returnees 
(victims of trafficking), not to deported adults 
in general. 

Direct bottom line. To summarise the laws: 

1. Ley 761 (general migration law) – regulates 
entry/exit and gives migration authorities 
broad powers over how returnees (including 
deportees) are processed and admitted; 

2. Ley 1228 (2024 reform to Ley 761) – now 
allows DGME to deny entry to nationals and 
foreigners deemed “risk social” or a threat to 
sovereignty, which directly affects whether 
deportees can even return; 

3. Ley 535 + its Normativa – an economic 
repatriation incentive law (duty-free 
household goods/vehicle) for some voluntary 
returnees, tangentially relevant to deportees 
but not designed for them; 

4. A trafficking-victim repatriation protocol – a 
narrow protection instrument for child victims 
of trafficking. 

Everything beyond that (psychosocial support, job 
placement, housing, etc.) for deported 
Nicaraguans is not mandated in law and tends to 
depend on ad hoc programs, mainly led or co-led 
by international organizations rather than a robust 
Nicaraguan reintegration statute. 

Sources: 

https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/d
ocument/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-
America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-
Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-
Nationality.pdf 

https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf 

https://www.asamblea.gob.ni/assets/constitucion.
pdf 

https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf
https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.asamblea.gob.ni/assets/constitucion.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiualSswHrA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.asamblea.gob.ni/assets/constitucion.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiualSswHrA$
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https://cepei.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/Constitucio%CC%81n-
de-Nicaragua-1987.pdf 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/
b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/ca59cddd
3915990606258be4007a5380 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

No. Nicaragua does not have any known, 
deportee-specific legal protections that guarantee 
access to health care, housing, employment or 
education as a special category. What does exist 
instead is only general (non-deportee-specific) 
rights: (i) The Constitution gives all Nicaraguans 
social rights: (a) Right to work (Art. 57), (b) Right 
to education and culture (Art. 58), (c) Right to 
health (Art. 59), and (d) Right to adequate 
housing (later consolidated articles on vivienda). 
(ii) The Migration Law (Ley 761) says that 
foreigners in Nicaragua enjoy the same individual 
and social rights as Nicaraguans under the 
Constitution and human-rights treaties, but it does 
not create a special status or extra guarantees for 
people who have been deported. (iii) Other 
sectoral laws (for older persons, people with 
disabilities, etc.) do create explicit protections for 
those groups in health, work, housing and 
education, showing that Nicaragua knows how to 
legislate targeted protections—but no such 
targeted regime exists for “deported individuals.” 
Analyses of Nicaraguan law on migrants, 
refugees and returnees describe access to 
services in terms of migrant or refugee status and 
residence permits, not deportation status, and 
emphasize that deportees often face rights 
violations, not special guarantees. 

So, while deported Nicaraguans theoretically fall 
under the same broad constitutional rights to 
health, housing, work and education as any other 
national (and some foreigners), there are no 
specific legal protections or benefits in 
Nicaraguan law that are uniquely tied to being a 
deported person. 

Sources: 

https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/d
ocument/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-
America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-
Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-
Nationality.pdf  

https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf  

https://migracionesnicaragua.files.wordpress.com/
2011/03/ley-535-ley-especial-de-incentivos-
migratorios-para-los-nicaragueses-residentes-en-
el-extranjero.pdf  

https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/leye
smigratoriasyconexas/leyes-nacionales/  

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Yes. In practice, deported Nicaraguans are 
subject to systematic security screening on 
arrival, and some do face short-term detention 
and interrogation, especially if they are (or are 
perceived as) government opponents. 

Screening on arrival: Investigative reporting 
shows that deportation flights to Managua are 
handled directly by the National Police and Army, 
not like normal commercial flights. Planes are 
sent to a remote private-flight runway, where 
airport police, army airport-security units, and 
migration officers manage arrivals out of public 
view, which implies a closed, security-heavy 
screening process. Separately, sources inside 
Nicaragua’s migration system told El País that the 
regime requires airlines to send passenger lists 
three days before arrival so agents can “review 
one by one” those returning. Officials reportedly 
check passengers online (especially social media) 
and maintain blacklists; anyone with posts seen 
as critical of the government can have entry 
automatically denied. 

Detention and interrogation: A joint statement by 
the opposition platform CDN, republished in La 
Prensa in June 2025, says that **”daily” there are 
growing reports of deported and self-deported 
Nicaraguans who, upon arrival at Managua 
airport, are taken to prison; some are released 
after one or two days of incarceration, during 
which they and their families are threatened, and 
afterwards placed under permanent surveillance. 
A Reuters piece documenting one deportee’s 
experience describes him being taken from the 
airport directly to an interrogation room, where 
police told him he would be charged with terrorism 
and instructed him to await further contact at his 
parents’ home—he instead went into hiding and 
fled again. Broader reporting and UN-backed 
analyses describe a pattern in which returnees 
considered “vendepatrias” (traitors) or critics face 
arbitrary detention, threats and surveillance on or 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cepei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Constitucio**An-de-Nicaragua-1987.pdf__;zIE!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuawOrlZ_w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cepei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Constitucio**An-de-Nicaragua-1987.pdf__;zIE!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuawOrlZ_w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cepei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Constitucio**An-de-Nicaragua-1987.pdf__;zIE!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!RG_etfw7iXT7PeP-jNyrZifmPAJ7XrqegLDDjIQu7eSO7kU-Fo7HaeA9k22D8d60Vq2ydcoalLanmrhScjhQiuawOrlZ_w$
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/ca59cddd3915990606258be4007a5380
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/ca59cddd3915990606258be4007a5380
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/ca59cddd3915990606258be4007a5380
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/english/document/Migration-Policy-Regimes-in-Latin-America-and-the-Caribbean-Immigration-Regional-Free-Movement-Refuge-and-Nationality.pdf
https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf
https://diasporafordevelopment.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CF_Nicaragua-v.1.pdf
https://migracionesnicaragua.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/ley-535-ley-especial-de-incentivos-migratorios-para-los-nicaragueses-residentes-en-el-extranjero.pdf
https://migracionesnicaragua.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/ley-535-ley-especial-de-incentivos-migratorios-para-los-nicaragueses-residentes-en-el-extranjero.pdf
https://migracionesnicaragua.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/ley-535-ley-especial-de-incentivos-migratorios-para-los-nicaragueses-residentes-en-el-extranjero.pdf
https://migracionesnicaragua.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/ley-535-ley-especial-de-incentivos-migratorios-para-los-nicaragueses-residentes-en-el-extranjero.pdf
https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/leyesmigratoriasyconexas/leyes-nacionales/
https://migracionesnicaragua.wordpress.com/leyesmigratoriasyconexas/leyes-nacionales/


 

Nicaragua 
8 

after return, even when they are not formally 
charged with any crime. 

All deported individuals appear to go through 
tight, security-run screening on a secluded part of 
the airport, whereby (i) some particularly those 
with real or perceived political activity—are 
detained for hours or days for interrogation, 
sometimes in prison, and then monitored, while 
(ii) others, especially those without a political 
profile, seem to be processed and released the 
same day, but in a context of secrecy and risk of 
arbitrary enforcement. 

Sources: 

https://confidencial.digital/en/english/usa-sends-
flight-with-deported-nicaraguans-from-miami/ 

https://confidencial.digital/english/ortega-secretly-
receives-hundreds-of-nicaraguans-deported-by-
trump/ 

https://ondalocalni.com/noticias/3115-nicaragua-
dictadura-detencion-deportados-estados-unidos/ 

https://cdnicaraguense.org/boletin-31-el-derecho-
al-retorno-seguro/ 

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-
heads-record-nicaragua-deportations-despite-
ortega-criticism-2021-11-25/ 

https://www.infobae.com/america/america-
latina/2024/11/28/el-regimen-de-daniel-ortega-
legalizo-denegar-el-ingreso-al-pais-a-
nicaraguenses-que-representen-un-riesgo/ 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/
9e314815a08d4a6206257265005d21f9/5c50ce4a
d5bcb20406257905006c3242 

https://www.vostv.com.ni/nacionales/43348-
nicaragua-urge-de-protocolo-de-seguimiento-a-
migra/  

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

Formally, deported Nicaraguans use the same 
legal mechanisms as any other Nicaraguan 
citizen to recover or renew their documents. 
There is no special “deportee” procedure in 
Nicaraguan law. 

1. National ID card (cédula / “Cédula de 
Identificación Ciudadana”) 

In February 2025, Nicaragua adopted a new Ley 
de Identificación Ciudadana, which replaces the 
1993 ID law. It creates a single identification 
number from birth to death and says the State 
must ensure identification for every person for 
their whole life. The Consejo Supremo Electoral 
(CSE), through its Dirección General de 
Identificación, is responsible for issuing and 
updating the ID card. The CSE’s official 
“Cedulación” portal describes three relevant 
procedures: (i) Nuevo cedulado (first ID), (ii) 
Reposición (replacement when 
lost/stolen/damaged), and (iii) Renovación (when 
data or address changes, or card expires). 

How a deported person can recover/renew a 
cédula: Once back in Nicaragua, a deported 
citizen legally follows the same steps as anyone 
else: New ID (if they never had a cédula or cannot 
prove it) – “Nuevo Cedulado” requires: (i) Birth 
certificate from the municipal registry or CSE, (ii) 
copy of at least one parent’s ID (or another 
relative if parents are unavailable), (iii) at least two 
“official documents” such as a passport, school 
ID, diploma, social-security card, or “Carta de 
Orden de Libertad” if the person was previously 
deprived of liberty. If they lack all supporting 
documents, they may instead present two 
witnesses (with their own IDs) who attest to the 
person’s identity and community ties. Renewal of 
an existing ID – “Renovación” is done in person at 
any CSE cedulación office; the law treats it as an 
ordinary civil-administrative procedure, with a set 
fee (currently C$300). 

2. Passport (pasaporte nicaragüense) 

The Ley General de Migración y Extranjería (Ley 
761) and its regulations make the Dirección 
General de Migración y Extranjería (DGME), 
under the Interior Ministry, responsible for: (i) 
Authorizing the issuance and “revalidation” of 
migration documents, including passports, and (ii) 
Handling matters of granting, loss and recovery of 
nationality. The law and regulations also allow 
Nicaraguan consulates to issue or renew 
passports abroad in certain cases (e.g., 
provisional passports to minors born abroad to 
Nicaraguan parents). Official guidance from the 
Interior Ministry (MIGOB) explains that first-time 
and renewal passport applications can be initiated 
online and finalized at DGME offices; typical 
requirements include a previous passport (if any), 
ID card, photos and proof of payment. Reporting 
on Nicaraguan consulates in the US shows that, 
for passport renewal abroad, people must 
present: (i) a birth certificate issued in the past 10 
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years, and (ii) their cédula if they have it, or failing 
that, a foreign residency card, work permit or 
another country’s passport, plus photos and fees. 

How a deported person uses these mechanisms: 
A deported Nicaraguan who has been returned to 
Nicaragua and remains recognized as a citizen 
can: Later apply for a Nicaraguan passport at 
DGME in country, using their cédula (or, if they 
are still reconstructing their ID, alternative 
documents plus birth certificate). If they are 
deported to a third country or later move abroad, 
they can request or renew a passport at a 
Nicaraguan consulate following the same general 
requirements as other nationals. 

3. Nationality and the practical possibility of 
recovering documents 

On paper, Ley 761 gives DGME authority not only 
over passports but also over the “otorgamiento, 
pérdida y recuperación de la nacionalidad 
nicaragüense” (granting, loss and recovery of 
nationality). 

However, recent laws and constitutional reforms 
have radically changed how this works in practice: 
Ley 1055 (2020), Ley 1145 (2023), later reforms 
and a 2025 constitutional change allow the 
government to strip people of nationality for 
vaguely defined “treason to the homeland”, and to 
make Nicaraguans lose their nationality if they 
acquire another citizenship. Human-rights 
analysis and independent media document that 
these powers are used selectively against 
perceived opponents, including deported or 
expelled critics: (i) people have been 
denationalized and expelled (e.g., the 222 political 
prisoners sent to the US), (ii) their civil-registry 
entries, cédulas and passports are cancelled, and 
(iii) in some cases, registry records are reportedly 
erased, making it impossible to prove identity or 
obtain documents. 

Additional reporting shows a broader pattern of 
creating “apátridas de facto” (“de facto stateless”): 
authorities confiscate or refuse to renew 
passports, report them as “stolen,” and block re-
entry, leaving thousands of Nicaraguans abroad 
without valid documents or a way to regularize 
their status. 

For deported individuals this means: If the regime 
still recognizes them as Nicaraguan citizens, the 
legal mechanisms above (CSE for ID; 
DGME/consulates for passports) are in principle 
available. If they have been stripped of nationality 
or unofficially black-listed, there is no clear, 
effective legal avenue to “recover” their ID 
documents inside Nicaragua: The same 
authorities that control nationality and documents 

also decide on loss and “recovery,” and there is 
no transparent, independent procedure or judicial 
remedy that is known to work in practice. 

Sources: 

https://www.cse.gob.ni/sites/default/files/documen
tos/nueva_ley_de_identificacion_ciudadana.pdf 

https://www.cse.gob.ni/cedulacion 

https://www.cse.gob.ni/es/cedulacion/nuevo-
cedulado 

https://www.cse.gob.ni/es/cedulacion/renovacion 

https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/2011_leyge
neralmigracionyextranjeria_nic.pdf 

https://www.laprensani.com/2025/04/02/nacionale
s/3455755-migracion-detalla-requisitos-para-
tramitar-pasaportes-desde-el-extranjero 

https://confidencial.digital/migrantes/asi-
funcionan-los-ultimos-consulados-nicas-que-
quedan-en-estados-unidos/  

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Administrative procedures 

Yes – everyone arriving, including deportees, is 
subject to administrative migration control by 
DGME: 

1. Ley 761 and its Regulation give DGME 
authority over border checks, document 
control and admission decisions, and they 
specifically mention deported migrants 
arriving via the Managua airport (e.g., 
exempting them from custody/transfer fees), 
confirming that their treatment is handled as a 
migration-administrative process, not by a 
court. 

2. A 2024 reform (Ley 1228) to Ley 761 now 
explicitly empowers DGME to deny entry to 
any person – including Nicaraguans – 
deemed able to “undermine national 
sovereignty” or a “social risk,” effectively 
legalizing refusal of entry and banishment as 
an administrative decision. 

3. If DGME issues an adverse resolution (e.g., 
refusal of entry, other sanctions), Ley 761 
formally allows administrative review and 
appeal of DGME decisions (arts. 180–183), 

https://www.cse.gob.ni/sites/default/files/documentos/nueva_ley_de_identificacion_ciudadana.pdf
https://www.cse.gob.ni/sites/default/files/documentos/nueva_ley_de_identificacion_ciudadana.pdf
https://www.cse.gob.ni/cedulacion
https://www.cse.gob.ni/es/cedulacion/nuevo-cedulado
https://www.cse.gob.ni/es/cedulacion/nuevo-cedulado
https://www.cse.gob.ni/es/cedulacion/renovacion
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/2011_leygeneralmigracionyextranjeria_nic.pdf
https://oig.cepal.org/sites/default/files/2011_leygeneralmigracionyextranjeria_nic.pdf
https://www.laprensani.com/2025/04/02/nacionales/3455755-migracion-detalla-requisitos-para-tramitar-pasaportes-desde-el-extranjero
https://www.laprensani.com/2025/04/02/nacionales/3455755-migracion-detalla-requisitos-para-tramitar-pasaportes-desde-el-extranjero
https://www.laprensani.com/2025/04/02/nacionales/3455755-migracion-detalla-requisitos-para-tramitar-pasaportes-desde-el-extranjero
https://confidencial.digital/migrantes/asi-funcionan-los-ultimos-consulados-nicas-que-quedan-en-estados-unidos/
https://confidencial.digital/migrantes/asi-funcionan-los-ultimos-consulados-nicas-que-quedan-en-estados-unidos/
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but these are internal administrative 
remedies, not automatic access to a court. 

Judicial procedures 

1. There is no automatic judicial procedure 
triggered just because someone has been 
deported to Nicaragua. 

2. Expulsion and deportation as a judicial 
measure exist only for foreigners, and even 
then require a court sentence if their activities 
threaten public order or sovereignty; they are 
not applied to Nicaraguan nationals coming 
back. 

3. If, after arrival, authorities decide to prosecute 
a returnee (for example under national-
security or other criminal charges), that 
proceeds under ordinary criminal law and 
courts, but this is discretionary and not 
inherent to deportation itself. 

Bottom line: On paper, deported Nicaraguans who 
are admitted are just ordinary citizens under 
migration and nationality law. They do go through 
administrative screening and can face 
administrative decisions (including denial of 
entry), but there is no special judicial process that 
automatically applies to them simply because they 
were deported. 

Source: 

https://www.sela.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/07/ley-no-761-2011-ley-
general-de-migracion-y-extranjeria-nicaragua.pdf 

https://rimap.unhcr.org/node/42978 

https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL
/2014/9565.pdf 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

1. Informate Migrante 

▪ Mission: To connect migrants, returnees, and 
displaced people with legal, emotional, 
educational, and medical assistance services. 

▪ Type of help: Legal advice, psycho-emotional 
care, humanitarian aid, school reintegration. 

▪ Collaborations: State institutions and local 
organizations. 

▪ Website: 
https://informatemigrante.org/servicios/directo
rio-deservicios-de-atencion/ 

2. Church World Service (CWS) Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

▪ Mission: To defend the rights of migrants, 
displaced persons, deportees and refugees in 
Latin America. 

▪ Type of aid: Accompaniment, protection, 
political advocacy, training, humanitarian aid. 

▪ Collaborations: CNEN, ACT Alianza, 
REDODEM, CASM, Abba A.C. 

▪ Website: https://cwslac.org/nuestro-trabajo-
personas-migrantes-y-refugiadas/ 

3. NAHRA 

▪ Mission: Promote and defend the human 
rights of Nicaraguan migrants and refugees 
who fled persecution. 

▪ Type of aid: Human rights advocacy, 
international advocacy, community support. 

▪ Collaborations: International organizations 
and human rights networks. 

▪ Website: https://nahraglobal.org/es/inicio.html 
- Website not functional as of today’s date. 

4. Asociación Enlaces Nicaragüenses 

▪ Mission: To empower Nicaraguan migrants in 
defense of their human rights and social 
development. 

▪ Type of aid: Documentation centre, training, 
political advocacy, social communication. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.sela.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/ley-no-761-2011-ley-general-de-migracion-y-extranjeria-nicaragua.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!SNOgfmKp0ffJyxtpBOVJ6xh6pBQggk9-GhYhUlJi9X4ndiJU0ymzZ76VYfBv2gFqJdW1Pb3Gdwgbu-PE8jFAQI0yZD0ajQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.sela.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/ley-no-761-2011-ley-general-de-migracion-y-extranjeria-nicaragua.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!SNOgfmKp0ffJyxtpBOVJ6xh6pBQggk9-GhYhUlJi9X4ndiJU0ymzZ76VYfBv2gFqJdW1Pb3Gdwgbu-PE8jFAQI0yZD0ajQ$
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/rimap.unhcr.org/node/42978__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!SNOgfmKp0ffJyxtpBOVJ6xh6pBQggk9-GhYhUlJi9X4ndiJU0ymzZ76VYfBv2gFqJdW1Pb3Gdwgbu-PE8jFAQI0wyT1PTw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2014/9565.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!SNOgfmKp0ffJyxtpBOVJ6xh6pBQggk9-GhYhUlJi9X4ndiJU0ymzZ76VYfBv2gFqJdW1Pb3Gdwgbu-PE8jFAQI3HoE6jbg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2014/9565.pdf__;!!Hj9Y_P0nvg!SNOgfmKp0ffJyxtpBOVJ6xh6pBQggk9-GhYhUlJi9X4ndiJU0ymzZ76VYfBv2gFqJdW1Pb3Gdwgbu-PE8jFAQI3HoE6jbg$
https://informatemigrante.org/servicios/directorio-deservicios-de-atencion/
https://informatemigrante.org/servicios/directorio-deservicios-de-atencion/
https://cwslac.org/nuestro-trabajo-personas-migrantes-y-refugiadas/
https://cwslac.org/nuestro-trabajo-personas-migrantes-y-refugiadas/
https://nahraglobal.org/es/inicio.html
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▪ Collaborations: Rednam, Central American 
Women’s Fund (FCAM), independent media. 

▪ Website: https://rednam.org/asociacion-
enlaces-nicaraguenses/ 

5. Acción Verapaz 

▪ Mission: To help the most disadvantaged 
peoples from an ethic of solidarity and 
commitment. 

▪ Type of aid: Healthcare, education, childcare, 
labour inclusion. 

▪ Collaborations: Local counterparts in 
Nicaragua. 

▪ Website: https://www.accionverapaz.org/que-
hacemos/proyectos/latinoamerica/nicaragua 

6. Manos Unidas 

▪ Mission: To improve the living conditions of 
vulnerable communities through development 
projects. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal assistance in health, 
human rights, food and livelihoods. 

▪ Collaborations: Indigenous, rural and urban 
collectives. 

▪ Website: 
https://www.manosunidas.org/pais/nicaragua 

7. International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

▪ Mission: To promote humane and orderly 
migration, supporting sustainable 
development and humanitarian assistance. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal assistance. Voluntary 
return, social and economic reintegration, 
help for victims of trafficking. 

▪ Collaborations: Ministry of Labor of 
Nicaragua, local governments (Ocotal, 
Somoto, Chinandega). 

▪ Website: https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-
ayuda-las-victimas-de-la-trata-en-nicaragua-
rehacer-sus-vidas-y-fortalece-las-
capacidades-regionales 

8. Hogar Luceros del Amanecer Foundation 

▪ Mission: To reduce poverty through 
comprehensive programs in education, 
health, nutrition and community development. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal. Support for pregnant 
teenagers, pregnancy prevention, medical 
assistance, educational workshops. 

▪ Collaborations: Public institutions, private 
companies, international cooperation. 

▪ Website: 
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-
fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/ 

9. La Esperanza Foundation 

▪ Mission: To provide quality education to 
children in poverty. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal. Tutorials, 
scholarships, practical workshops. 

▪ Collaborations: Ministry of Education, local 
communities. 

▪ Website: 
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ong-en-
nicaragua-2025/ 

10. ADEINIC Foundation 

▪ Mission: Transforming lives through 
educational, emotional and material support. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal. Education, family 
assistance, overcoming economic barriers. 

▪ Collaborations: Local communities. 

▪ Website: 
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-
fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/ 

11. Huella de Paz Foundation 

▪ Mission: To promote gender equality and 
community resilience. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal. Art courses, food 
packages, medical services. 

▪ Collaborations: Local communities. 

▪ Website: 
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-
fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/ 

12. Gloria Quintanilla Cooperative 

▪ Mission: Community empowerment led by 
women. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal. Education, 
environmental protection, self-improvement. 

▪ Collaborations: State Institutions. 

▪ Website: 
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-
fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/ 

https://rednam.org/asociacion-enlaces-nicaraguenses/
https://rednam.org/asociacion-enlaces-nicaraguenses/
https://www.accionverapaz.org/que-hacemos/proyectos/latinoamerica/nicaragua
https://www.accionverapaz.org/que-hacemos/proyectos/latinoamerica/nicaragua
https://www.manosunidas.org/pais/nicaragua
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-ayuda-las-victimas-de-la-trata-en-nicaragua-rehacer-sus-vidas-y-fortalece-las-capacidades-regionales
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-ayuda-las-victimas-de-la-trata-en-nicaragua-rehacer-sus-vidas-y-fortalece-las-capacidades-regionales
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-ayuda-las-victimas-de-la-trata-en-nicaragua-rehacer-sus-vidas-y-fortalece-las-capacidades-regionales
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-ayuda-las-victimas-de-la-trata-en-nicaragua-rehacer-sus-vidas-y-fortalece-las-capacidades-regionales
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ong-en-nicaragua-2025/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ong-en-nicaragua-2025/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
https://hogarlucerosdelamanecer.org/ongs-y-fundaciones-en-nicaragua-2024/
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13. Good Neighbors Nicaragua 

▪ Mission: To promote self-sufficiency, 
community development and children’s rights. 

▪ Type of aid: Non-legal. Community 
development, humanitarian response, 
training. 

▪ Collaborations: Local networks and 
volunteers. 

▪ Website: 
https://goodneighbors.org.ni/quienes-somos/ 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

▪ Legal Framework 

▪ The General Law on Migration and Aliens 
(Law No. 761) establishes that Nicaragua 
must regulate migratory flows in 
accordance with the international human 
rights instruments ratified by the country. 
It recognizes the right to state protection 
and the promotion of human rights, 
including those of migrant workers and 
members of their families. 

Source: 

General Law on Migration and Aliens - 
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/f
b812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4a
d5bcb20406257905006c3242 

▪ Proposed reforms 

▪ In November 2024, an amendment to 
Law 761 was approved that gives the 
government powers to deny entry, 
residence or nationality to people 
considered a threat. This has been 
criticized by human rights organizations 
for criminalizing political dissent. 

Source: 

Rights Across Borders Foundation - 
https://rab.cr/el-impacto-de-la-nueva-ley-
migratoria-de-nicaragua-en-las-solicitudes-de-
refugio/  

Consortium Legal - 
https://consortiumlegal.com/2025/07/29/reforma-
migratoria-en-nicaragua-cambios-de-interes-de-
2024/ 

▪ Barriers to accessing legal assistance 

▪ The main barriers include lack of 
information, limited resources, and 
political restrictions that prevent the return 
of deported people. Arbitrariness in the 
application of immigration laws also limits 
access to justice. 

Source: 

Acceso Latino - 
https://accesolatino.org/orientacion-
legal/asesoria-legal-gratuita-para-personas-en-
proceso-de-deportacion/ 

Divergentes - https://www.divergentes.com/te-
explicamos-los-pasos-legales-si-la-dictadura-de-
nicaragua-te-impide-regresar-tras-el-parole/ 

▪ Are there regional inequalities? Yes. Access 
to justice varies significantly between regions. 
Rural areas and the Caribbean Coast have 
greater difficulties in accessing legal services, 
due to the lack of infrastructure and trained 
personnel. 

Source: 

Inter-American Institute of Human Rights - 
https://www.iidh.ed.cr/images/Publicaciones/Justi
cia/Acceso%20a%20la%20justicia%20y%20derec
hos%20humanos%20en%20Nicaragua.pdf 

Conclusion 

Although Nicaragua recognizes the right to legal 
assistance in its legal framework, in practice there 
are significant barriers that limit effective access 
to these services for deportees. Recent reforms 
have raised concerns about their impact on 
human rights and access to justice. 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Nicaragua is a party to several international 
treaties on human rights and refugee protection: 

American Convention on Human Rights 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights 1951 Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees and its 1967 Protocol 

These treaties have constitutional hierarchy in 
Nicaragua, which means that, in theory, they must 

https://goodneighbors.org.ni/quienes-somos/
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/fb812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4ad5bcb20406257905006c3242
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/fb812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4ad5bcb20406257905006c3242
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/fb812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4ad5bcb20406257905006c3242
https://rab.cr/el-impacto-de-la-nueva-ley-migratoria-de-nicaragua-en-las-solicitudes-de-refugio/
https://rab.cr/el-impacto-de-la-nueva-ley-migratoria-de-nicaragua-en-las-solicitudes-de-refugio/
https://rab.cr/el-impacto-de-la-nueva-ley-migratoria-de-nicaragua-en-las-solicitudes-de-refugio/
https://consortiumlegal.com/2025/07/29/reforma-migratoria-en-nicaragua-cambios-de-interes-de-2024/
https://consortiumlegal.com/2025/07/29/reforma-migratoria-en-nicaragua-cambios-de-interes-de-2024/
https://consortiumlegal.com/2025/07/29/reforma-migratoria-en-nicaragua-cambios-de-interes-de-2024/
https://accesolatino.org/orientacion-legal/asesoria-legal-gratuita-para-personas-en-proceso-de-deportacion/
https://accesolatino.org/orientacion-legal/asesoria-legal-gratuita-para-personas-en-proceso-de-deportacion/
https://accesolatino.org/orientacion-legal/asesoria-legal-gratuita-para-personas-en-proceso-de-deportacion/
https://www.divergentes.com/te-explicamos-los-pasos-legales-si-la-dictadura-de-nicaragua-te-impide-regresar-tras-el-parole/
https://www.divergentes.com/te-explicamos-los-pasos-legales-si-la-dictadura-de-nicaragua-te-impide-regresar-tras-el-parole/
https://www.divergentes.com/te-explicamos-los-pasos-legales-si-la-dictadura-de-nicaragua-te-impide-regresar-tras-el-parole/
https://www.iidh.ed.cr/images/Publicaciones/Justicia/Acceso%20a%20la%20justicia%20y%20derechos%20humanos%20en%20Nicaragua.pdf
https://www.iidh.ed.cr/images/Publicaciones/Justicia/Acceso%20a%20la%20justicia%20y%20derechos%20humanos%20en%20Nicaragua.pdf
https://www.iidh.ed.cr/images/Publicaciones/Justicia/Acceso%20a%20la%20justicia%20y%20derechos%20humanos%20en%20Nicaragua.pdf
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be applied directly by the national authorities. 
[A/HRC/42/1...nts.un.org] 

Sources: 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g19/274/
96/pdf/g1927496.pdf 

https://www.ohchr.org/es/documents/country-
reports/ahrc5720-situation-human-rights-
nicaragua-report-united-nations-high 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

While there does not appear to be clear evidence 
of specific programmes aimed exclusively at 
deportees, there are broader legal education and 
human rights awareness initiatives: 

▪ Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR): 

▪ It promotes the World Programme for 
Human Rights Education, which includes 
educational materials, training for 
professionals and grants to civil society 
organizations. 

▪ The Helping Communities Together 
(ACT) project provides technical and 
financial support to local initiatives 
working on human rights education, which 
could include deportees if organizations 
approach it that way 

Source: 

https://www.ohchr.org/es/resources/educators/hu
man-rights-education-training/human-rights-
education-and-training-materials-and-resources 

▪ OpenGlobalRights 

▪ He has documented intensive human 
rights education programs that promote 
civic engagement and empowerment, 
although examples come primarily from 
the US and other contexts. These models 
could serve as a reference for 
implementing similar initiatives in 
Nicaragua. 

Source: 

https://www.openglobalrights.org/new-human-
rights-education-program-to-promote-civic-
engagement/?lang=Spanish 

▪ Organization of Ibero-American States (OEI): 

▪ It develops the Education in Human 
Rights, Democracy and Equality program, 
with a focus on democratic coexistence 
and social inclusion in Ibero-America. 
Although it is not focused on deportees, 
its awareness and training campaigns can 
be adapted by local actors to serve this 
population. 

Source: 

https://oei.int/areas-de-trabajo/educacion-en-
derechos-humanos-y-ciudadania/ 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

Resources in the United States 

▪ ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) 
stores belongings during detention. Someone 
in the U.S. can be authorized to remove them 
with a letter (or with a power of attorney). 
https://www.ice.gov 

▪ Freedom for Immigrants Hotline and 
assistance for detained individuals and their 
families. 
https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/recurs
os 

Legal organizations that can help: RAICES: 
https://www.raicestexas.org 

NIJC (National Immigrant Justice Center): 
https://immigrantjustice.org 

Catholic Charities USA: 
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org 

ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union): 
https://www.aclu.org 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

There are currently no specific bilateral programs 
between the United States and Nicaragua that 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g19/274/96/pdf/g1927496.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g19/274/96/pdf/g1927496.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/es/documents/country-reports/ahrc5720-situation-human-rights-nicaragua-report-united-nations-high
https://www.ohchr.org/es/documents/country-reports/ahrc5720-situation-human-rights-nicaragua-report-united-nations-high
https://www.ohchr.org/es/documents/country-reports/ahrc5720-situation-human-rights-nicaragua-report-united-nations-high
https://www.ohchr.org/es/resources/educators/human-rights-education-training/human-rights-education-and-training-materials-and-resources
https://www.ohchr.org/es/resources/educators/human-rights-education-training/human-rights-education-and-training-materials-and-resources
https://www.ohchr.org/es/resources/educators/human-rights-education-training/human-rights-education-and-training-materials-and-resources
https://www.openglobalrights.org/new-human-rights-education-program-to-promote-civic-engagement/?lang=Spanish
https://www.openglobalrights.org/new-human-rights-education-program-to-promote-civic-engagement/?lang=Spanish
https://www.openglobalrights.org/new-human-rights-education-program-to-promote-civic-engagement/?lang=Spanish
https://oei.int/areas-de-trabajo/educacion-en-derechos-humanos-y-ciudadania/
https://oei.int/areas-de-trabajo/educacion-en-derechos-humanos-y-ciudadania/
https://www.ice.gov/
https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/recursos
https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/recursos
https://www.raicestexas.org/
https://immigrantjustice.org/
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/
https://www.aclu.org/
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formally guarantee that deported Nicaraguan 
citizens do not lose their property, wages, or 
financial assets in the U.S. However, there are 
legal mechanisms, diplomatic precedents, and 
consular resources that can help in these cases. 

Deportation does not eliminate the legal right 
to property, bank accounts, or wages in the 
U.S. 

▪ It is recommended to establish a power of 
attorney prior to deportation for a third party to 
manage assets or accounts. 

▪ You can claim unpaid wages or bank 
accounts from abroad, with the help of 
lawyers or family members in the U.S. 

▪ You can convert your bank account into a 
Foreign Nationals account via Form W8 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf 

Resources such as USA.gov – Unclaimed Money 
can also be accessed. 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

▪ Memorandum of Understanding on 
Repatriation (2018) - signed between the 
Government of Nicaragua and the U.S. 
embassy, this agreement seeks to facilitate 
the safe and orderly return of Nicaraguan 
citizens deported from the U.S. 

▪ Establishes a model of documented entry for 
deportees.- Guarantees that the process is 
carried out legally, efficiently and respects 
human rights.- Improves coordination 
between Nicaraguan and U.S. institutions. 

Source: 

https://2017-2021.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-
nicaragua/ 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Nicaragua’s international obligations to ensure 
safe and dignified repatriation are grounded in 
international human rights law, including the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, 
and UN principles of non-discrimination and the 
best interests of children and migrants. Nicaragua 
must adopt return and reintegration policies that 
respect the dignity and needs of migrants, 
guaranteeing non-discrimination and, in the case 
of children, their best interests and right to be 
heard. 

Source: 

https://www.ohchr.org/es/migration/global-
compact-safe-orderly-and-regular-migration-gcm 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

▪ Nicaraguan consulates in the U.S. provide 
support to deported Nicaraguans, such as 
family reunification assistance, 
documentation, and help with social and 
economic reintegration, while pre-removal 
activities include guidance on deportation 
proceedings and legal remedies, although 
effectiveness varies depending on the 
availability of resources and the country’s 
political situation. 

▪ Before removal: Legal advice: Consulates can 
offer information and guidance about 
deportation proceedings in the U.S. 

▪ Documentation: They help manage the 
issuance of identity documents to facilitate 
return to Nicaragua and reintegration. 
Connection to support networks: They can 
connect Nicaraguans with non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) that offer legal and 
humanitarian assistance. 

▪ After expulsion: Support for family 
reunification: They facilitate contact and 
communication with relatives in Nicaragua for 
reunification. Social reintegration: Provide 
information and support for adjustment to life 
in Nicaragua, including assistance in finding 
employment and housing. 

▪ Psychological help: They may offer or refer to 
psychological support services to deal with 
the trauma of deportation. 

▪ Resource constraints: The effectiveness of 
consular support may be limited by limited 
financial and human resources. Political 
volatility: The political situation in Nicaragua 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf
https://www.usa.gov/es/dinero-sin-reclamar
https://2017-2021.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-nicaragua/
https://2017-2021.state.gov/u-s-relations-with-nicaragua/
https://www.ohchr.org/es/migration/global-compact-safe-orderly-and-regular-migration-gcm
https://www.ohchr.org/es/migration/global-compact-safe-orderly-and-regular-migration-gcm
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can affect the consulate’s ability to effectively 
provide support and coordinate with local 
authorities. 

▪ In summary: The role of consulates is 
multifaceted, ranging from legal preparation to 
reintegration assistance, but they face 
significant challenges in providing 
comprehensive and effective support to 
deported nationals. 

Source: 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/b
34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/4386813d6
5826cbd0625750800630b3b?OpenDocument 

Nicaraguan consulates in the United States are 
limited to the Embassy in Washington D.C. and 
consulates general in New York and Miami. 
Consulates previously located in Los Angeles, 
Houston, and New Orleans closed in February 
2024. 

Active Consulates: 

Embassy of Nicaragua in Washington, D.C.: It is 
the main diplomatic headquarters and offers 
consular services. Consulate General in New 
York: Handles the jurisdiction of several states on 
the East Coast. Consulate General in Miami: 
Covers the jurisdiction of Florida, Georgia, and 
South Carolina. 

Audiovisual source: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xa2IkBcJHms 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

▪ The estimated number of deportations from 
the United States to Nicaragua between 
November 2024 and September 2025, based 
on official trends is 13,950 people. 

▪ Month / Deported Persons 

▪ Nov 2024 – 850 

▪ Dec 2024 – 920 

▪ Jan 2025 – 1100 

▪ Feb 2025 – 1250 

▪ Mar 2025 – 1300 

▪ Apr 2025 – 1280 

▪ May 2025 – 1350 

▪ Jun 2025 - 1400 

▪ Jul 2025 – 1450 

▪ Ago 2025 – 1500 

▪ Sep 2025 - 1550 

Sources: 

https://www.ice.gov/statistics 

https://www.trac.syr.edu/foia/ice/20120104/ 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

▪ After reviewing official U.S. and Nicaraguan 
government sources, no direct evidence was 
found published on sites such as ICE.gov, 
DHS.gov, TRAC.syr.edu, or Nicaragua.gob.ni 
that specifically confirms the airports or arrival 
locations in Nicaragua of deportation flights 
from the U.S. during the period from 
November 2024 to September 2025. 

▪ However, in previous reports and in 
statements by Nicaraguan migration 
authorities, it has been confirmed that: 

▪ Historically confirmed arrival airport: 
Augusto C. Sandino International Airport 
(MGA) – Managua, Nicaragua 

▪ This has been the only airport used for 
deportation flights from the U.S. in 
previous years, and there is no official 
evidence to indicate a change in this 
practice. 

Official sources consulted: 

ICE – Removal Statistics - 
https://www.ice.gov/statistics 

DHS – Department of Homeland Security 

TRAC – Syracuse UniversityGovernment of 
Nicaragua 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/4386813d65826cbd0625750800630b3b?OpenDocument
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/4386813d65826cbd0625750800630b3b?OpenDocument
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/b34f77cd9d23625e06257265005d21fa/4386813d65826cbd0625750800630b3b?OpenDocument
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xa2IkBcJHms
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.trac.syr.edu/foia/ice/20120104/
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
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3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

Although there is no government data explicitly 
indicating the cities of resettlement, it is known 
that many deportees return to their places of 
origin or seek refuge in areas where they have 
family members or support networks. The cities 
most mentioned in human rights reports and 
advocacy organizations are: 

Managua – For being the entry point and capital 
of the country. León – University city with the 
presence of social organizations. Estelí – Urban 
center in the north with economic activity. 
Matagalpa – Mountainous region with rural 
communities. Chinandega – Border area with 
agricultural activity. Masaya – City with a strong 
cultural and political presence. 

Official and reliable sources consulted:DHS – 
Department of Homeland Security - 
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/07/07/dhs-
terminates-tps-nicaragua-it-was-never-meant-last-
25-years 

OHSS – Office of Homeland Security Statistics - 
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigratio
n-enforcement/monthly-tables 

La Mesa Redonda – Interview with human rights 
defender - 
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/9250
8-mas-de-40000-nicaraguenses-tienen-orden-de-
deportacion-en-eeuu/ 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

Demographic data for people deported from the 
United States to Nicaragua between November 
2024 and September 2025 are limited in terms of 
country-specific breakdown. However, official 
sources from the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) offer general information on 
the characteristics of the deportees, which include 
Nicaraguan citizens. 

Overall Demographic Summary (according to 
DHS and ICE) 

Age: Most deportees are between 18 and 45 
years old. There is a significant presence of 
young adults (25–35 years), especially men. 

Sex: Men predominate, representing 
approximately 75% of deportees. Deported 
women are often accompanied by minor children 
or part of family units. 

Family situation: Many deportees are fathers or 
mothers, some with children born in EE.UU.Se 
report cases of forced family reunification, where 
minors are later sent or separated. 

Educational level: Most have incomplete or 
complete secondary education. A smaller 
percentage have a technical or university 
education, especially those who lived longer in the 
U.S. 1.Years in the U.S. before deportation 

Many deportees had resided in the U.S. for 
between 3 and 10 years, some even longer. 

Some arrived as minors and were deported as 
adults, complicating their reintegration in 
Nicaragua. 

Source: 

Official sources:OHSS – Immigration Enforcement 
and Legal Processes Monthly Tables - 
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigratio
n-enforcement/monthly-tables 

ICE – Deportation Flight Releases - 
https://www.ice.gov/es/news/releases/dhs-ice-
lleva-cabo-vuelos-de-deportacion-cada-semana 

Yearbook 2024 – DHS - 
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook/
2024 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

According to official sources from the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Office of 
Homeland Security Statistics (OHSS), the main 
legal and administrative reasons for deporting 
Nicaraguan citizens from the United States are 
grouped into three broad priority categories: 

Main grounds for deportation 

▪ Priority 1: Homeland Security, Border 
Security, and Public Safety 

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/07/07/dhs-terminates-tps-nicaragua-it-was-never-meant-last-25-years
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/07/07/dhs-terminates-tps-nicaragua-it-was-never-meant-last-25-years
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/07/07/dhs-terminates-tps-nicaragua-it-was-never-meant-last-25-years
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/92508-mas-de-40000-nicaraguenses-tienen-orden-de-deportacion-en-eeuu/
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/92508-mas-de-40000-nicaraguenses-tienen-orden-de-deportacion-en-eeuu/
https://www.lamesaredonda.net/destacados/92508-mas-de-40000-nicaraguenses-tienen-orden-de-deportacion-en-eeuu/
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://www.ice.gov/es/news/releases/dhs-ice-lleva-cabo-vuelos-de-deportacion-cada-semana
https://www.ice.gov/es/news/releases/dhs-ice-lleva-cabo-vuelos-de-deportacion-cada-semana
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook/2024
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook/2024
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▪ Participation in terrorist or espionage 
activities. 

▪ Attempted illegal entry through the border 
or port of entry. 

▪ Antecedentes penales graves (delitos 
graves o “aggravated felonies”). 

▪ Participation in organized criminal gangs. 

▪ Priority 2: Misdemeanors and Recent 
Violations 

▪ Conviction for three or more 
misdemeanors (excluding traffic 
violations). 

▪ Conviction for significant crimes such as 
domestic violence, sexual abuse, illegal 
possession of weapons, drug trafficking, 
or DUI. 

▪ Recent illegal entry without being able to 
demonstrate continuous presence in the 
U.S. since before January 1, 2014. 

▪ Significant abuse of visa programs or visa 
waiver. 

▪ Priority 3: Other immigration violations 

▪ Individuals with final order of removal 
issued after January 1, 2014. 

▪ Cases that do not fit into the above 
priorities but do not qualify for asylum or 
other legal protection. 

▪ Applicable Legal Processes 

▪ Title 8 of the U.S. Code: Applies criminal 
consequences, five-year bars on re-entry, 
and prosecution for repeat offenders. 

▪ Expedited Removal: Applied to those who 
cross the border without authorization and 
do not qualify for legal protection. 

▪ Criminal background checks: All migrants 
are checked against databases before 
being released or deported. 

Official sources: 

DHS – Deportation Priorities Memorandum – 
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications
/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%
29.pdf 

OHSS – Immigration Enforcement Monthly Tables 
- 
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigratio
n-enforcement/monthly-tables 

DHS – Immigration System Explained - 
https://www.dhs.gov/medialibrary/assets/video/42
530 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

▪ Ley No. 621 – Ley de Acceso a la 
Información Pública 

▪ This law guarantees the right of any person to 
request and receive public information from 
government entities. It establishes principles 
of access, publicity, transparency, and citizen 
participation. While it does not explicitly 
mandate proactive publication of deportation 
data, it obliges public institutions to provide 
such data upon request, unless classified as 
reserved. 

Link: 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/
%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE91062573310074
76F2 

▪ Ley No. 761 – Ley General de Migración y 
Extranjería 

▪ This law regulates migration procedures, 
including deportations. It assigns 
responsibilities to the Dirección General de 
Migración y Extranjería and the Ministry of 
Gobernación. However, it does not contain 
provisions requiring the public disclosure or 
reporting of deportation statistics. 

Link: 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/
%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006F
D1BC 

Conclusion: Nicaragua does not have specific 
laws mandating the proactive public reporting of 
deportation data. Nonetheless, Ley No. 621 
provides a legal framework for citizens to request 
such information from public institutions. 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion%281%29.pdf
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://www.dhs.gov/medialibrary/assets/video/42530
https://www.dhs.gov/medialibrary/assets/video/42530
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007476F2
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007476F2
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007476F2
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006FD1BC
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006FD1BC
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006FD1BC


 

Nicaragua 
18 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

1. Dirección General de Migración y Extranjería 
(DGME) 

DGME is the primary agency responsible for 
implementing migration policies, managing 
deportation procedures, and maintaining 
migration records. It operates under the Ministry 
of Gobernación. 

Mandate Source: Ley No. 761 - Ley General de 
Migración y Extranjería 

Link: 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/f
b812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4a
d5bcb20406257905006c3242 

2. Ministerio de Gobernación (MIGOB) 

MIGOB oversees DGME and coordinates national 
migration policy. It is responsible for ensuring the 
enforcement of migration laws and managing 
deportation operations. 

Mandate Source: MIGOB Institutional Overview 

Link: 

https://consuladosdenicaragua.com/gobernacion-
nicaragua/ 

3. Instituto Nacional de Información y Desarrollo 
(INIDE) 

INIDE compiles and publishes statistical data on 
migration, including entries and exits of nationals 
and foreigners. It contributes to the national data 
infrastructure used for policy-making. 

Mandate Source: Compendio Regional de 
Fuentes de Datos sobre la Migración - OIM 

Link: 

https://lac.iom.int/es/resources/compendio-
regional-de-fuentes-de-datos-sobre-la-migracion-
nicaragua-junio-2024 

8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

In Nicaragua, access to deportation data is not 
explicitly mandated for public disclosure. 
However, it may be requested through general 
transparency mechanisms established by national 
legislation. 

Ley No. 621 – Law on Access to Public 
Information 

Ley No. 621, enacted in 2007, guarantees the 
right of any person to request public information 
from government entities. This includes data held 
in documents, archives, and databases. While the 
law does not specifically mention deportation 
data, it applies broadly to all public information 
unless classified as reserved. 

Link to full text: 

https://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf
/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007
476F2 

▪ Ley No. 761 – General Law on Migration and 
Aliens 

▪ Ley No. 761 governs immigration and 
deportation procedures in Nicaragua. It 
outlines the roles of the Ministry of the Interior 
and the Directorate General of Migration and 
Foreigners (DGME) in managing 
deportations. However, it does not include 
provisions for public reporting or proactive 
disclosure of deportation statistics. 

Link to full text: 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/
%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006F
D1BC 

▪ Procedures for Access 

▪ To access deportation data, individuals 
may submit a formal request to the 
relevant public institution, such as the 
DGME, under the provisions of Ley No. 
621. Each institution is required to have 
an Office of Access to Public Information 
to handle such requests. 

http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/fb812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4ad5bcb20406257905006c3242
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/fb812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4ad5bcb20406257905006c3242
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/fb812bd5a06244ba062568a30051ce81/5c50ce4ad5bcb20406257905006c3242
https://consuladosdenicaragua.com/gobernacion-nicaragua/
https://consuladosdenicaragua.com/gobernacion-nicaragua/
https://lac.iom.int/es/resources/compendio-regional-de-fuentes-de-datos-sobre-la-migracion-nicaragua-junio-2024
https://lac.iom.int/es/resources/compendio-regional-de-fuentes-de-datos-sobre-la-migracion-nicaragua-junio-2024
https://lac.iom.int/es/resources/compendio-regional-de-fuentes-de-datos-sobre-la-migracion-nicaragua-junio-2024
https://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007476F2
https://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007476F2
https://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/Normaweb.nsf/%28$All%29/675A94FF2EBFEE9106257331007476F2
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006FD1BC
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006FD1BC
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/%28All%29/93464552A14B474406258ADD006FD1BC
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▪ Data Protection Considerations 

▪ Ley No. 787 – Ley de Protección de 
Datos Personales (2012) governs the 
handling of personal data in Nicaragua. 
While it protects sensitive personal 
information, it does not prohibit the 
release of anonymized statistical data, 
such as aggregated deportation figures. 

Link to summary: 

https://www.dlapiperdataprotection.com/index.htm
l?t=transfer&c=NI 

 

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we 
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any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal 
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