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Nigeria

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

The U.S. will deport 85 of 201 detained Nigerians 
starting February 17, 2025, after all legal appeals 
are exhausted. Deportees include individuals 
convicted of crimes or immigration violations, and 
flights will land only in Lagos. Key concerns 
involve loss of remittances, reintegration 
difficulties, and limited time for deportees to 
prepare before repatriation. 

85 Nigerians to Be Deported as U.S. Immigration 
Policies Tighten 

Deportees often return to Nigeria with no financial 
security, facing stigma, economic hardship, and 
psychological trauma. Research stresses the 
need for structured reintegration programs, 
including mental health support, job training, and 
long-term assistance. Without these, returnees 
risk poverty, social exclusion, and re-migration 
attempts, perpetuating instability. Despite 
government claims of readiness, there is no clear 
strategy beyond reception, raising concerns about 
Nigeria’s ability to manage the crisis effectively. 

The Harsh Reality Of Deportation And Nigeria’s 
Readiness 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Support for Nigerians Deported from the U.S. 

Resources Available 

▪ NEMA, NIS, NCFRMI, IOM, and partners 
conduct biometric registration, profiling, 
provide food, water, medical care, luggage 
handling, counseling, and logistics at Lagos 
and Kano airports. 

NEMA Receives 178 Nigerian Returnees 
From Niger in Kano 

▪ Federal Government (Feb 2025) established 
a mental-health facility at Lagos Airport with 

British Council, offering counseling, 
depression/anxiety support. 

FG sets up mental health facility for Nigerian 
deportees from U.S. - DiasporaNG 

▪ Since 2017, 14,216+ migrants returned; 7,511 
received business skills training. Project 
packages include grants, vocational training, 
medical-fee assistance, and psycho-social 
services. 

 Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration 
| IOM Nigeria | IOM Nigeria 

▪ Provided tailored support to 450+ returnees 
(2017–21), focusing on vocational training, 
startup kits, gender-specific reintegration; 
shelter assistance to 45+ men in Lagos 
(2023) 

Patriotic Citizen Initiatives (PCI) | migration 
and reintegration support Nigeria 

General comment, several of the government 
websites did not load so i did not add the links 
here. 

▪ Nigerian Diaspora Commission (NiDCOM) 

▪ Role: Diaspora engagement, advocacy, 
and limited facilitation for returnees; often 
coordinates information and referrals, 
especially for high‑profile or mass return 
situations. 

▪ Source: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ng 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) 

▪ Role: For survivors of trafficking (some 
deportees fall under this category). 
Provides shelters, psychosocial support, 
legal aid, medical care, and vocational 
training; coordinates with state task 
forces. 

▪ Source: NAPTIP – National Agency For 
The Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ State government initiatives 

▪ Lagos State Employment Trust Fund 
(LSETF): MSME loans/grants and 
vocational programs open to residents, 
including returnees. 

https://www.visaverge.com/news/85-nigerians-to-be-deported-as-u-s-immigration-policies-tighten/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/85-nigerians-to-be-deported-as-u-s-immigration-policies-tighten/
https://www.thenigerianvoice.com/news/346259/the-harsh-reality-of-deportation-and-nigerias-readiness.html
https://www.thenigerianvoice.com/news/346259/the-harsh-reality-of-deportation-and-nigerias-readiness.html
https://punchng.com/nema-receives-178-returnees-from-niger-republic-in-kano/
https://punchng.com/nema-receives-178-returnees-from-niger-republic-in-kano/
https://diasporanigeria.net/fg-sets-up-mental-health-facility-for-nigerian-deportees-from-u-s/
https://diasporanigeria.net/fg-sets-up-mental-health-facility-for-nigerian-deportees-from-u-s/
https://nigeria.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration
https://nigeria.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration
https://www.pcinigeria.org/
https://www.pcinigeria.org/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
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▪ Source: Home | LSETF | Lagos State 
Employment Trust Fund 

▪ International organizations and NGO 
programs 

▪ Migrant Resource Centres (MRCs): In 
Abuja, Benin City, Lagos; provide 
counseling, job/skills information, safe 
migration awareness, and referrals. 

▪ Sources: IOM Nigeria; MRC info pages 
and AVRR pages on IOM Nigeria site. 

▪ UNHCR Nigeria (for specific protection cases) 

▪ Role: Protection screening and referrals 
for individuals with mixed‑migration 
backgrounds and specific vulnerabilities; 
coordinates with NCFRMI and NAPTIP. 

▪ Source: UNHCR, the UN Refugee 
Agency | UNHCR Nigeria 

▪ ICRC and Nigerian Red Cross 

▪ Role: Restoring family links, limited 
material support, and referrals for 
vulnerable returnees. 

▪ Sources: Nigeria | International 
Committee of the Red Cross; Nigerian 
Red Cross Society | Nigerian Red Cross 

▪ Caritas Nigeria (Catholic Caritas Foundation 
of Nigeria – CCFN) 

▪ Services: Livelihoods, psychosocial 
support, and community reintegration for 
vulnerable returnees in some dioceses; 
often project‑based. 

▪ Source: Caritas Nigeria 

▪ Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Nigeria 

▪ Services: Psychosocial support, 
education, and livelihoods in certain 
states; some activities include 
migrants/returnees. 

▪ Source: Nigeria - JRS 

▪ ActionAid Nigeria 

▪ Services: Women and youth economic 
empowerment, social protection 
advocacy; some projects include 
returnees and trafficking survivors. 

▪ Source: ActionAid Nigeria 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

Below is a concise, evidence‑informed overview 
of common gaps and resource constraints faced 
by deported individuals arriving in Nigeria, both 
Nigerian citizens and non‑citizens, mapped 
against the government institutions that do 
provide services. Official portals are linked for 
verification and contact, but many gaps persist 
due to capacity, coverage, or mandate limits. 

Where services exist and typical gaps observed 

1. Reception and immediate assistance at ports 
of entry 

▪ Existing institutions: Nigerian Immigration 
Service (NIS), Port Health Services, 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA), NCFRMI. 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Port Health Services: Port Health - 
Federal Ministry of Health and Social 
welfare 

▪ NEMA: NEMA Nigeria – Official Site 

▪ NCFRMI: 
https://ncfrmidps.com.ng/wp/?page_id=38
7 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ Uneven coverage and surge capacity: 
Reception desks and coordinated 
joint briefings are stronger at major 
airports (e.g., Lagos, Abuja) but 
limited/episodic at secondary airports 
and land borders. 

▪ Limited temporary shelter/transport: 
NEMA’s emergency relief is 
event‑driven; routine, short‑term 
accommodation and onward transport 
for individuals (outside mass returns) 
are not consistently available. 

▪ Inconsistent information provision: 

Rights/complaints briefings and 

multilingual materials may vary by 

location and shift. 

https://zenodo.org/records/15222377/files/D3.
1_WP3_Nigeria%20Dossier.pdf?download=1 

New Publication Alert: GAPs-Funded Study 
on Return Migration in Nigeria — GAPs 

https://lsetf.ng/
https://lsetf.ng/
https://nigeria.iom.int/
https://www.unhcr.org/ng/
https://www.unhcr.org/ng/
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/nigeria
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/nigeria
https://www.redcrossnigeria.org/
https://www.redcrossnigeria.org/
https://caritasnigeria.org/
https://jrs.net/en/country/nigeria/
https://nigeria.actionaid.org/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://nema.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmidps.com.ng/wp/?page_id=387
https://ncfrmidps.com.ng/wp/?page_id=387
https://zenodo.org/records/15222377/files/D3.1_WP3_Nigeria%20Dossier.pdf?download=1
https://zenodo.org/records/15222377/files/D3.1_WP3_Nigeria%20Dossier.pdf?download=1
https://www.returnmigration.eu/gaps-news/new-publication-gaps-funded-study-return-migration-nigeria
https://www.returnmigration.eu/gaps-news/new-publication-gaps-funded-study-return-migration-nigeria
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2. Protection screening and specialized referrals 

▪ Existing institutions: NCFRMI 
(asylum/refugee referrals), NAPTIP 
(trafficking victims), state child‑protection 
services. 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ NAPTIP acts/policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies | Portal: NAPTIP – National 
Agency For The Prohibition Of 
Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Child rights framework overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-
rights 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ Caseworker and interpreter capacity: 
Limited trained screeners and 
language support affect timely 
identification of protection needs 
(asylum, trafficking, child protection), 
especially for non‑English/French 
speakers. 

▪ Shelter and psychosocial services: 
NAPTIP shelters prioritize trafficking 
victims; broader safe accommodation 
for other vulnerable deportees 
(including non‑citizens not meeting 
trafficking criteria) is scarce. 

▪ Consistent child‑protection pathways: 

Implementation depends on state 

systems; availability of social workers, 

family tracing, and best‑interests 

processes varies by state. 

NAPTIP and the battle against human 
trafficking in Nigeria – Tribune Online 

SituationAnalysisofChildreninNigeria.pdf 

3. Legal aid, status resolution, and complaints 
mechanisms 

▪ Existing institutions: Legal Aid Council of 
Nigeria (LACON), National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC), NIS (immigration 
procedures/custody), Ministry of 
Justice/ACJA safeguards. 

▪ LACON: Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ NHRC: National Human Rights 
Commission - National Human Rights 
Commission 

▪ Ministry of Justice: Federal Ministry of 
Justice 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ Limited immigration‑specialized legal 
aid: LACON’s mandate and 
resources are stretched; few 
practitioners focus on 
asylum/immigration detention. Access 
for non‑citizens in short‑term holding 
or remote locations is inconsistent. 

▪ Complaints follow‑through: Deportees 
may struggle to navigate 
multi‑agency complaints pathways; 
feedback loops and case tracking are 
not always transparent. 

▪ Documentation hurdles for Nigerians: 
Rapid issuance of emergency travel 
certificates abroad does not always 
translate into speedy post‑arrival ID 
replacement (NIN/passport), delaying 
services. 

Nigerians in US Stranded, Unable to Renew 
Passports as NIN Portal Suffers Glitch - 
Latest News In Nigeria, Nigeria News Today, 
Your Online Nigerian Newspaper 

Returning Migrants Economic Reintegration 

4. Reintegration supports (livelihoods, housing, 
health, MHPSS) 

▪ Existing institutions: NCFRMI (case 
management/AVRR coordination), 
NiDCOM (for Nigerians), Federal Ministry 
of Labour and Employment (FMLE), state 
social welfare/youth ministries; Port 
Health Services for initial screening. 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ NiDCOM: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ng 
| Legal framework: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

▪ FMLE: Federal Ministry Of Labour & 
Employment – Ensuring Decent Work 
for all Nigerians 

▪ Port Health Services: Port Health - 
Federal Ministry of Health and Social 
welfare 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ Limited scale and continuity: 
Reintegration assistance is often 

https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://tribuneonlineng.com/naptip-and-the-battle-against-human-trafficking-in-nigeria/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/naptip-and-the-battle-against-human-trafficking-in-nigeria/
https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/media/5861/file/SituationAnalysisofChildreninNigeria.pdf
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.nigerianeye.com/2025/07/nigerians-in-us-stranded-unable-to.html
https://www.nigerianeye.com/2025/07/nigerians-in-us-stranded-unable-to.html
https://www.nigerianeye.com/2025/07/nigerians-in-us-stranded-unable-to.html
https://www.nigerianeye.com/2025/07/nigerians-in-us-stranded-unable-to.html
https://trust-fund-for-africa.europa.eu/document/download/c4eece38-e69c-4575-9157-4470c65b303d_en?filename=Nigeria_Report%20Mapping%20-%20Altai.pdf
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
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project‑based and time‑bound; 
waiting lists and geographic gaps are 
common outside major urban centers. 

▪ Employment and skills linkage: 
Access to sustained job placement, 
seed capital, or vocational upskilling 
is uneven and not systematically 
tailored to deportees’ profiles. 

▪ Mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS): Beyond initial 
reception, ongoing MHPSS and 
community reintegration support are 
limited; referrals to public health 
facilities face capacity constraints. 

▪ Housing insecurity: There is no 
deportee‑specific transitional housing 

program; short‑term accommodation 
relies on ad hoc arrangements or NGO 
support where present. 

EVALUATION BRIEF EX-POST 
EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT: NIGERIA: 
STRENGTHENING REINTEGRATION FOR 
RETURNEES (SRARP) - PHASE II 

REINTEGRATION GOVERNANCE IN 
NIGERIA 

5. Non‑citizens who are inadmissible or in 
removal processes 

▪ Existing institutions: NIS 
(inadmissibility/detention/removal), 
NCFRMI (asylum referral), NAPTIP (if 
indicators), Correctional Service where 
court‑ordered detention applies. 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration 
Service 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service: 
Nigerian Correctional Service Portal 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ Short‑term holding conditions and 
access: Consistent access to legal 
counsel, interpreters, and 
communication with consulates can 
be variable in short‑term immigration 
holding areas. 

▪ Alternatives to detention: Structured 
community‑based alternatives are 
limited; detention may be used due to 
lack of supervised release options. 

▪ Readmission/transfer coordination: 
Where bilateral arrangements exist, 

practical guidance for affected individuals 
is not always publicly available. 

Nigeria Immigration Detention Profile – Global 
Detention Project | Mapping immigration 
detention around the world 

pub2024-043-l-analysing-migrant-detention-
legal-frameworks_0.pdf 

Multi-stakeholder Pledge: Developing 
Alternatives to Immigration Detention and 
Ending Immigration Detention of Asylum-
Seeking, Refugee, Stateless and Migrant 
Children and their Families | The Global 
Compact on Refugees | UNHCR 

NIGERIAN IMMIGRATION PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE DETENTION OF 
EXPATRIATES AND MIGRANTS – HAS THE 
IMMIGRATION ACT CROSSED THE LEGAL 
THRESHOLD? 

6. Data, transparency, and coordination 

▪ Existing tools: Inter‑agency SOPs on 
Return/Readmission/Reintegration 
(NCFRMI), agency portals for 
regulations/circulars (NIS), emergency 
coordination (NEMA). 

▪ NCFRMI publications (SOPs): 
ncfrmidps.com.ng 

▪ NIS acts/regulations: Immigration 
Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

▪ Gaps: 

▪ Public, up‑to‑date SOP access: Some 
operational guidance and 
readmission arrangements are not 
consistently posted or updated, 
limiting predictability for deportees 
and civil society. 

▪ Disaggregated data on returns and 
outcomes: Limited routine publication 
of returnee statistics (by status, 
vulnerability, assistance received) 
constrains planning and 
accountability. 

Practical tips and contacts for deported 
individuals 

▪ On arrival: Ask NIS/NCFRMI desk officers 
for written information on protection 
options and referrals; if you fear harm in 
your country of origin (for non‑citizens), 

https://evaluation.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl151/files/docs/resources/RR0163_Evaluation%20Brief_MAY_%202023_Abderrahim%20EL%20MOULAT.pdf
https://evaluation.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl151/files/docs/resources/RR0163_Evaluation%20Brief_MAY_%202023_Abderrahim%20EL%20MOULAT.pdf
https://evaluation.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl151/files/docs/resources/RR0163_Evaluation%20Brief_MAY_%202023_Abderrahim%20EL%20MOULAT.pdf
https://evaluation.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl151/files/docs/resources/RR0163_Evaluation%20Brief_MAY_%202023_Abderrahim%20EL%20MOULAT.pdf
https://reintegrateerc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/21019_Reintegrate_Brief_Nigeria-final-4.pdf
https://reintegrateerc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/21019_Reintegrate_Brief_Nigeria-final-4.pdf
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/africa/nigeria
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/africa/nigeria
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/africa/nigeria
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/pub2024-043-l-analysing-migrant-detention-legal-frameworks_0.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/pub2024-043-l-analysing-migrant-detention-legal-frameworks_0.pdf
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multi-stakeholder-pledge-developing-alternatives-immigration-detention-and-ending-immigration
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multi-stakeholder-pledge-developing-alternatives-immigration-detention-and-ending-immigration
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multi-stakeholder-pledge-developing-alternatives-immigration-detention-and-ending-immigration
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multi-stakeholder-pledge-developing-alternatives-immigration-detention-and-ending-immigration
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multi-stakeholder-pledge-developing-alternatives-immigration-detention-and-ending-immigration
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multi-stakeholder-pledge-developing-alternatives-immigration-detention-and-ending-immigration
https://www.dcsl.com.ng/data/content/_1500027432_8247XFPZ12.pdf
https://www.dcsl.com.ng/data/content/_1500027432_8247XFPZ12.pdf
https://www.dcsl.com.ng/data/content/_1500027432_8247XFPZ12.pdf
https://www.dcsl.com.ng/data/content/_1500027432_8247XFPZ12.pdf
https://www.dcsl.com.ng/data/content/_1500027432_8247XFPZ12.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
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request immediate referral to NCFRMI for 
asylum screening. 

▪ If you need legal help: Contact LACON 
(Home - Legal Aid Council) and/or lodge 
a complaint with NHRC (National Human 
Rights Commission - National Human 
Rights Commission). 

▪ If trafficking might be involved: Seek 
NAPTIP assistance at the airport/land 
border or via NAPTIP – National Agency 
For The Prohibition Of Trafficking In 
Persons. 

▪ For Nigerians needing reintegration links: 
Contact NiDCOM (Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ngand 
FMLE programs (Federal Ministry Of 
Labour & Employment – Ensuring Decent 
Work for all Nigerians). 

Note on sources 

▪ The links above are official portals. They 
confirm mandates and programs but may 
not detail every operational gap. For the 
latest reception/assistance updates, 
check NCFRMI’s policies/publications and 
NIS regulations/circulars, and contact 
local offices listed on each agency site. 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

Nigeria has a mix of ongoing and recently scaled 
initiatives led by immigration, refugee/migration, 
anti‑trafficking, humanitarian, and diaspora 
agencies to assist deported/returned individuals 
(both Nigerians and non‑citizens). Key efforts and 
official sources are below. 

Reception, screening, and immediate assistance 
at ports of entry 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS): Handles 
escorted returns/inadmissible passengers, 
identity verification, documentation support, 
and referrals (asylum, trafficking, child 
protection). 

▪ Agency portal and operations: Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations and circulars: Immigration 
Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare): Health screening, 
isolation/quarantine if required, and health 
information for all arrivals. 

▪ Department page: Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA): Coordinates emergency reception 
and immediate relief during mass returns 
(food, transport, temporary shelter). 

▪ Mandate: About NEMA – NEMA Nigeria 

Return, readmission, and reintegration 
coordination 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI): 
Leads migration policy, reception desks, case 
management, and reintegration referrals 
(including Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration—AVRR—programming with 
partners). 

▪ Policies (National Policy on Migration and 
implementation tools): 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ Publications (SOPs on 
Return/Readmission/Reintegration; 
guidance and forms): 

▪ Main portal: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Inter‑agency SOPs on Return, Readmission 
and Reintegration: Recently used/updated by 
federal actors to standardize reception, 
protection screening, and referrals for both 
Nigerians and non‑citizens. 

▪ NCFRMI publications: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

Protection and specialized assistance 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP): Identification 
at entry points, shelter, counseling, legal 
support, safe return or local reintegration for 
trafficking victims among deportees (citizens 
and non‑citizens). 

▪ Acts and policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ Programs/contacts: NAPTIP – National 
Agency For The Prohibition Of Trafficking 
In Persons 

▪ Child protection: Unaccompanied or 
separated children are referred to 

https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
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child‑protection authorities under the Child 
Rights framework (state social welfare 
ministries). 

▪ Federal overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights 

Support specifically for returning Nigerians 

▪ Nigeria in Diaspora Commission (NiDCOM): 
Engagement with missions on organized 
returns, airport reception coordination with 
NIS/NCFRMI/NEMA, and linkages to 
livelihood/skills and complaints channels. 

▪ Legal framework and programs: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

▪ Main portal: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ng 

▪ Federal Ministry of Labour and Employment 
(FMLE): Employability, skills, and 
job‑matching schemes that returnees can 
access; FMLE also participates in 
migration/labour reintegration tasking. 

▪ FMLE portal: Federal Ministry Of Labour 
& Employment – Ensuring Decent Work 
for all Nigerians 

Legal aid and rights-awareness access 

▪ Legal Aid Council of Nigeria (LACON): Free 
legal assistance to eligible persons, including 
returnees; useful for documentation or rights 
issues post‑arrival. 

▪ Portal: Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): 
Receives complaints and conducts rights 
outreach accessible to deported/returned 
persons. 

▪ Portal: National Human Rights 
Commission - National Human Rights 
Commission 

Policy direction and recent emphases 

▪ National Policy on Migration (2015) 
implementation: Federal agencies are 
consolidating inter‑agency coordination, 
reception desks, and referral mechanisms for 
returns (citizens and non‑citizens), with 
periodic updates to SOPs. 

▪ NCFRMI policies: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Readmission and removal management: NIS 
continues to operationalize escorted returns 

and carriers’ duties, including rapid referral to 
protection channels where indicated. 

▪ NIS acts/regulations: Immigration Regulation, 
Immigration Act 

▪ Health measures at borders 
post‑public‑health emergencies: Port Health 

maintains IHR‑aligned screening and 
information provision to all arrivals, including 
deportees. 

▪ Port Health Services: Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

How deported individuals typically access 
assistance 

▪ At arrival: NIS reception and documentation; 
Port Health screening; NEMA immediate relief 
during mass returns; NCFRMI/NAPTIP 
protection screening and referral. 

▪ After arrival: NCFRMI case management for 
reintegration/AVRR; NiDCOM and FMLE 
linkages to livelihoods for Nigerians; 
LACON/NHRC for legal help and rights 
complaints; state social welfare services for 
vulnerable groups. 

Notes 

▪ Specific program roll‑outs and schedules vary 
by airport/land border and funding cycle. For 
current initiatives (e.g., new reception desks, 
updated SOPs, targeted reintegration 
windows), check NCFRMI’s publications page 
and NIS circulars, and contact local offices 
listed on each agency’s portal. 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

Below is a single, consolidated summary of 
Nigerian laws, regulations, and official policies 
that govern the reception and reintegration of all 
deportees arriving in Nigeria—both Nigerian 
citizens and non‑citizens—with authoritative links 
(government/agency where available). 

Core legal framework 

▪ Immigration Act, 2015 

▪ Principal law for admission, refusal of 
entry, detention, removal, escorts, and 
carriers’ obligations; empowers the 
Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) to 

https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
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process all returnees/deportees at ports 
of entry. 

▪ Immigration Act 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Immigration Regulations, 2017 

▪ Implement the Act: arrival processing, 
documentation checks, inadmissibility, 
detention pending removal, escorted 
returns, and carrier liability. 

▪ NIS acts/regulations: Immigration Regulation, 

▪ Ministry of Interior: Ministry of Interior 

▪ Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria (1999, as amended) 

▪ Due process and fundamental rights 
framework for all persons in Nigeria; 
citizenship and movement rights relevant 
to treatment of Nigerian returnees. 

▪ National Assembly/PLAC copy: Constitution-
of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-2023.pdf 

Reception, referral, and reintegration policies 

▪ National Policy on Migration (2015) and 
implementation tools 

▪ Sets national approach for humane 
reception, referral, and reintegration of 
returnees (citizens and non‑citizens), 
defines roles of NIS, NCFRMI, NAPTIP, 
NEMA, relevant ministries, and state 
actors. 

▪ NCFRMI policies: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Inter‑agency SOPs on Return, Readmission 
and Reintegration of Migrants 

▪ Operational procedures for identity 
verification, reception at ports, protection 
screening, referrals, and reintegration 
support; applied to Nigerian and foreign 
returnees based on needs and status. 

Protection and vulnerable groups (apply 
regardless of nationality) 

▪ Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 
Enforcement and Administration Act, 2015 

▪ Mandates identification, protection, 
assistance, and reintegration for trafficked 
persons; operationalized by NAPTIP at 
entry points and in communities. 

▪ NAPTIP legal texts/policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ Child Rights Act, 2003 (as domesticated by 
states) 

▪ Child protection standards for all children 
(including foreign 
unaccompanied/separated minors) 
encountered among returnees. 

▪ Federal overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights 

▪ Refugee/asylum coordination (NCFRMI 
mandate) 

▪ NCFRMI coordinates asylum/refugee 
processing with the Refugee Eligibility 
Committee; referrals made where 
non‑citizens express protection needs or 

non‑refoulement concerns. 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

Border health, emergency reception, and 
detention safeguards 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare) 

▪ Health screening, quarantine/isolation, 
and IHR compliance for all arriving 
passengers, including deportees. 

▪ Ministry portal: HOME - Federal Ministry 
of Health and Social welfare 

▪ Port Health Services: Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) 

▪ Coordinates emergency 
reception/humanitarian support during 
mass returns (citizens and non‑citizens). 

▪ Mandate: About NEMA – NEMA Nigeria 

▪ Administration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA), 
2015 

▪ Due‑process framework relevant where 
immigration detention or prosecution 
arises. 

▪ Ministry of Justice: Federal Ministry of 
Justice 

https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://placng.org/i/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-2023.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-2023.pdf
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
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▪ Nigerian Correctional Service Act, 2019 

▪ Governs correctional custody where 
applicable before removal. 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service: Nigerian 
Correctional Service Portal 

Agencies and institutional mandates 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) 

▪ Lead for border control, admissibility 
decisions, inadmissible passenger 
management, detention/removal of 
non‑citizens, and reception processing of 
escorted returns for all deportees. 

▪ Home - Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) 

▪ Leads migration policy and coordinates 
reception/reintegration support, including 
case management, AVRR, and asylum 
referrals. 

▪ https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) 

▪ Identification, protection, shelter, and 
reintegration of trafficking victims among 
returnees (citizens and non‑citizens). 

▪ NAPTIP – National Agency For The 
Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Nigeria in Diaspora Commission 
(Establishment) Act, 2017 

▪ Mandate for engaging Nigerians abroad 
and coordinating return/reintegration of 
Nigerian nationals. 

▪ NiDCOM legal framework: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

▪ Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 

▪ Consular documentation for Nigerians 
abroad; liaison on 
deportations/readmissions; bilateral 
arrangements. 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ Federal Ministry of Labour and Employment; 
social welfare/youth ministries (federal and 
state) 

▪ Livelihood, psychosocial, and social 
protection components of reintegration. 

▪ Federal Ministry Of Labour & Employment 
– Ensuring Decent Work for all Nigerians 

Operational practice at Nigerian ports of entry (all 
deportees) 

▪ Identity/documentation verification by NIS; 
assessment of admissibility (non‑citizens) and 
documentation of citizens. 

▪ Health screening by Port Health; immediate 
humanitarian assistance (NEMA as needed). 

▪ Protection screening and referrals: 

▪ Asylum/refugee claims: referral to 
NCFRMI processes. 

▪ Trafficking indicators: referral to NAPTIP. 

▪ Unaccompanied children: child protection 
referral under the Child Rights framework. 

▪ For inadmissible non‑citizens without 
protection grounds: detention pending 
removal and carrier‑assisted return per the 
Immigration Act/Regulations and applicable 
readmission arrangements. 

Notes on sources and access 

▪ Use the NIS regulations page and NCFRMI 
policies/publications for the most current 
operational SOPs and inter‑agency guidance. 

▪ Where federal gazette PDFs are not centrally 
hosted, the linked agency portals provide 
authoritative references or cross‑references 
to governing statutes and policies. 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

Short answer: Nigeria does not have a single 
“deportee-specific” law guaranteeing health, 
housing, employment, or education. Instead, 
protections flow from (a) general constitutional 
and sector laws that apply to all persons in 
Nigeria, (b) immigration/refugee/anti‑trafficking 
frameworks that trigger referrals and safeguards 

https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
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(including for non‑citizens), and (c) programmatic 
assistance subject to eligibility. Key authorities 
and government links are below. 

Foundational legal guarantees (apply to all 
persons in Nigeria) 

▪ Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria (1999, as amended) 

▪ Provides dignity, liberty, fair hearing, and 
freedom from discrimination; while 
socio‑economic rights are framed as 
Directive Principles, they guide policy and 
administration for access to services. 

▪ Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-
Nigeria-2023.pdf 

Immigration/refugee and protection frameworks 
affecting deportees’ access 

▪ Immigration Act, 2015 and Immigration 
Regulations, 2017 

▪ Govern admission/refusal, 
detention/removal, and referral to 
protection pathways. They do not grant 
socio‑economic entitlements per se, but 
require processing, documentation 
checks, and coordination with protection 
agencies. 

▪ Laws index (Act): 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.ht
ml 

▪ NIS acts/regulations: Immigration Regulation, 
Immigration Act 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service: Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ NCFRMI mandate and asylum/refugee 
procedures 

▪ Non‑citizens who fear persecution are 
screened and, if recognized as refugees 
or asylum seekers, obtain access to 
protection and basic services via 
NCFRMI-coordinated mechanisms. 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 
Enforcement and Administration Act, 2015 
(NAPTIP Act) 

▪ Requires identification, protection, shelter, 
medical care, counseling, and 
reintegration assistance for trafficking 
victims—Nigerian or foreign—
encountered among deportees. 

▪ NAPTIP legal texts/policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ NAPTIP: NAPTIP – National Agency For 
The Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Child Rights Act, 2003 (federal model; 
implemented by states) 

▪ Ensures best‑interests of the child, 
education, health care, and protection for 
all children in Nigeria, including foreign 
unaccompanied/separated children who 
arrive via deportation. 

▪ Federal overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights 

Sectoral access frameworks (how deportees can 
access services) 

Health 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare) 

▪ Ensures screening, quarantine/isolation, 
and referral at ports of entry for all 
arrivals. 

▪ Department page: Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ Public health access 

▪ Access to routine public health services 
depends on legal status, documentation, 
and state-level policies; recognized 
refugees/asylum seekers are referred 
through NCFRMI-coordinated pathways. 

▪ Ministry portal: HOME - Federal Ministry 
of Health and Social welfare 

▪ NCFRMI referrals: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

Housing/shelter 

▪ Emergency reception 

▪ NEMA may provide short‑term 
relief/shelter during mass returns; there is 
no deportee‑specific national housing 
entitlement. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

https://placng.org/i/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-2023.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-2023.pdf
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
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▪ Protection shelters 

▪ NAPTIP operates shelters for trafficking 
victims (Nigerian and foreign). Capacity is 
targeted and time‑bound. 

▪ NAPTIP programs: NAPTIP – National 
Agency For The Prohibition Of Trafficking 
In Persons 

Employment and livelihoods 

▪ Nigerians 

▪ Reintegration and employability support 
may be accessed via NiDCOM linkages 
and Federal Ministry of Labour and 
Employment (FMLE) programs; not 
deportee‑specific legal entitlements. 

▪ NiDCOM: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ng | 
Legal framework: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

▪ FMLE: Federal Ministry Of Labour & 
Employment – Ensuring Decent Work for 
all Nigerians 

▪ Non‑citizens 

▪ Work rights depend on immigration status 
(e.g., refugee recognition, residence/work 
permits under Immigration 
Act/Regulations). 

▪ NIS work authorization info: Immigration 
Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ NCFRMI (for refugees/asylum seekers): 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

Education 

▪ Children 

▪ Child Rights Act principles support access to 
basic education for all children; enrolment is 
implemented by state education authorities. 

▪ Federal overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights 

▪ Adults 

▪ No deportee‑specific entitlement; access 
to public education or skills programs 
typically follows citizenship/immigration 
status and institutional criteria 
(FMLE/skills agencies). 

▪ FMLE programs: Federal Ministry Of 
Labour & Employment – Ensuring Decent 
Work for all Nigerians 

Cross‑cutting legal aid and rights enforcement 

▪ Legal Aid Council of Nigeria (LACON): Free 
legal aid to eligible persons (citizens and 
some non‑citizens), useful for documentation 
or status issues. 

▪ Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): 
Receives complaints from anyone in Nigeria 
and can intervene on access-to-services 
barriers. 

▪ National Human Rights Commission - 
National Human Rights Commission 

What this means in practice 

▪ There is no blanket statutory right for 
“deported persons” to housing, jobs, or adult 
education. Access is mediated by general 
laws, immigration/refugee status, and 
targeted protection statutes (NAPTIP, Child 
Rights Act). 

▪ Immediate health screening is provided to all 
at ports; broader health care, schooling for 
children, and work access depend on status 
and program eligibility. 

▪ Recognized refugees/asylum seekers and 
identified trafficking victims receive specific 
protections and services through NCFRMI 
and NAPTIP. 

▪ Nigerians returning via deportation can tap 
into reintegration and labour programs 
(NiDCOM/FM Labour), but these are 
programmatic, not rights-entitlements. 

For the most current operational guidance on 
reception, referral, and assistance (including for 
deportees), consult: 

▪ NCFRMI policies/publications: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ NIS acts/regulations and circulars: 
Immigration Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ NAPTIP acts/policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies 

▪ NEMA emergency support 

https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://nema.gov.ng/download-documentations/
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▪ FMLE programs: Federal Ministry Of Labour 
& Employment – Ensuring Decent Work for all 
Nigerians 

▪ NiDCOM: Nigerians in Diaspora Commission 
– www.NIDCOM.com.ng 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Short answer: Yes—on arrival in Nigeria, 
deported individuals (citizens and non‑citizens) 
are routinely screened by border authorities. 
Detention is possible, but it depends on status 
and circumstances. Nigerian citizens are 
generally processed and released; non‑citizens 
who are inadmissible or pending onward removal 
may be held in immigration custody per law. 

What typically happens at ports of entry 

▪ Identity and documentation checks 
(screening): Conducted by the Nigerian 
Immigration Service (NIS) for all escorted 
returns and deportees; includes verification of 
identity, travel documents, and any escort 
paperwork, with referrals where needed 
(asylum, trafficking, child protection). 

▪ NIS portal: Home - Nigeria Immigration 
Service 

▪ NIS Acts/Regulations and circulars: 
Immigration Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ Health screening: Port Health Services 
conduct public‑health screening and, where 
required, quarantine/isolation consistent with 
International Health Regulations. 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare): Port Health - 
Federal Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ Protection screening and referral: Individuals 
who indicate fear of persecution or show 
vulnerability indicators are referred to: 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) 
for asylum/refugee procedures: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng | Partner - National 
Commission for Refugees, Migrants and 
Internally Displaced Persons 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) where 
trafficking indicators exist (victim 

identification, shelter, assistance): 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies | NAPTIP – National Agency For 
The Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Child protection authorities (under the 
Child Rights framework) for 
unaccompanied/separated children: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights 

Detention: when and for whom 

▪ Nigerian citizens 

▪ Typically not detained for immigration 
reasons. They undergo NIS processing 
and are released. Detention may occur 
only if there is a separate criminal matter 
or security ground under general law 
(e.g., ACJA). 

▪ Administration of Criminal Justice Act 
(ACJA), 2015 (due process standards): 
Federal Ministry of Justice 

▪ Non‑citizens 

▪ May be refused entry and held pending 
removal if found inadmissible, lack valid 
documentation/visa, or are subject to 
carrier return. This is governed by the 
Immigration Act, 2015 and Immigration 
Regulations, 2017. 

▪ Immigration Act (laws index): 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.ht
ml 

▪ NIS Acts/Regulations: Immigration 
Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ Where court‑ordered custody or sentence 
applies, the Nigerian Correctional Service 
framework governs conditions: Nigerian 
Correctional Service Portal 

Operational guidance and coordination 

▪ Inter‑agency SOPs on Return, Readmission 

and Reintegration (NCFRMI‑led): Standardize 
reception, screening, referral, and assistance 
for deported/returned persons (citizens and 
non‑citizens). 

▪ NCFRMI publications: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng | 
Partner - National Commission for Refugees, 
Migrants and Internally Displaced Persons 

▪ Emergency/surge reception (mass returns): 
National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) coordinates immediate assistance 
alongside NIS/NCFRMI/Port Health. 

https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
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▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

In practice 

▪ All deportees are screened by NIS and Port 
Health. 

▪ Nigerians: screened and released unless 
another legal basis for detention exists. 

▪ Non‑citizens: screened; if inadmissible and 
without protection grounds, they may be 
placed in immigration holding pending 
carrier‑assisted removal; if they raise asylum 
or trafficking concerns, they are referred to 
NCFRMI or NAPTIP and access protection 
procedures. 

For current procedures or circulars, check: 

▪ NIS Acts/Regulations and circulars: 
Immigration Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ NCFRMI policies/publications 
(SOPs):NCFRMI publications: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng | Partner - National 
Commission for Refugees, Migrants and 
Internally Displaced Persons 

▪ Port Health Services guidance: Port Health - 
Federal Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ NAPTIP acts/policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

Nigeria does not have a single “deportee-specific” 
law for re-documentation. Instead, deported 
individuals use the standard national ID and 
travel-document recovery/renewal channels. 
Below are the main legal mechanisms and official 
authorities for both Nigerians and non‑citizens 
who arrive in Nigeria. 

A) For Nigerian citizens (recover or renew 
Nigerian IDs/travel documents) 

1. National Identification Number (NIN) and 
General National ID 

▪ Authority: National Identity Management 
Commission (NIMC). 

▪ Mechanism: Enrolment or re-enrolment to 
obtain/replace NIN and associated 
digital/physical ID credentials. 
Replacement requires identity proof (e.g., 
birth certificate, BVN, sworn affidavit, 
police report for loss). 

▪ Legal/policy basis: NIMC Act and 
implementing directives; NIN is 
mandatory for many services. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ NIMC portal (enrolment, 
modifications, replacement): NIMC - 
National Identity Management 
Commission 

▪ NIN enrolment/required documents 
and modification procedures: 
https://nimc.gov.ng/requirements 

▪ NIN verification and linkage guidance: 
https://nimc.gov.ng/verification 

2. Nigerian Passport (ECOWAS international 
passport) 

▪ Authority: Nigerian Immigration Service 
(NIS). 

▪ Mechanism: Standard passport renewal 
or reissue (lost/damaged). Post-
deportation, citizens can apply for 
renewal/reissue at NIS passport offices in 
Nigeria; if loss/theft occurred abroad, 
include police report/affidavit and prior 
passport details. 

▪ Legal/policy basis: Immigration Act, 2015 
and Immigration Regulations, 2017; NIS 
passport issuance rules. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ NIS portal (passport application, 
requirements, offices): Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations and circulars: 
Immigration Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ Online passport application portal (via 
NIS site links). 

3. Emergency Travel Certificate (ETC) to return 
to Nigeria (pre-arrival) 

▪ Authority: Nigerian 
Embassies/Consulates under the Federal 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA). 

https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://data.unhcr.org/en/partners/view/959
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://nimc.gov.ng/
https://nimc.gov.ng/
https://nimc.gov.ng/
https://nimc.gov.ng/requirements
https://nimc.gov.ng/verification
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
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▪ Mechanism: For stranded Nigerians 
without a passport abroad, missions issue 
ETCs for one-way travel to Nigeria. On 
arrival, holders should reapply for a 
standard passport with NIS. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ MFA portal (missions, consular 
services): Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

4. Driver’s Licence and related IDs 

▪ Authority: Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC) and State Boards of Internal 
Revenue. 

▪ Mechanism: Renewal/replacement of 
driver’s licence (NIN linkage required). 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ FRSC/Nigerian Driver’s Licence 
portal: Nigeria Driver’s Licence 

▪ FRSC main portal: FRSC 

5. Voter Card (for Nigerians of age) 

▪ Authority: Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC). 

▪ Mechanism: Continuous Voter 
Registration (CVR), transfer, and 
replacement of Permanent Voter Card 
(PVC). Useful for identity restoration, 
though not a travel document. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ INEC portal: INEC Portal 

▪ INEC main site: INEC 

Support/assistance channels for Nigerians 

▪ Nigeria in Diaspora Commission 
(NiDCOM): Liaises with missions on 
organized returns and can guide on re-
documentation steps. 

▪ NiDCOM: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ng 
| Legal framework: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

▪ Legal Aid Council of Nigeria (LACON): 
Free legal help for eligible persons 
(affidavits, name corrections, 
documentation issues). 

▪ Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC): Complaint mechanism if access 
to documentation is improperly denied. 

▪ National Human Rights Commission - 
National Human Rights Commission 

B) For non‑Nigerian nationals deported to or 
transiting through Nigeria 

1. Consular documentation from country of 
nationality 

▪ Authority: Relevant foreign 
embassy/consulate in Nigeria (through 
MFA facilitation). 

▪ Mechanism: Contact your embassy to 
replace/renew passport or obtain an 
emergency travel document. Nigerian 
authorities (NIS) can facilitate consular 
contact for persons in immigration 
holding. 

▪ Nigerian authority links: 

▪ NIS (inadmissibility/detention/removal 
procedures, consular notification): Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service | 
Acts/Regulations: Immigration Regulation, 
Immigration Act 

▪ MFA (diplomatic/consular liaison): 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

2. Asylum/refugee documentation (for those 
seeking protection) 

▪ Authority: National Commission for 
Refugees, Migrants and Internally 
Displaced Persons (NCFRMI). 

▪ Mechanism: If you indicate fear of 
persecution or serious harm, request 
referral to NCFRMI for asylum 
procedures. Asylum seekers receive 
documentation; recognized refugees 
receive status documents that facilitate 
lawful stay and access to services. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ NCFRMI portal: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

Trafficking victim documentation and 
assistance (regardless of nationality) 

▪ Authority: National Agency for the 
Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons 
(NAPTIP). 

▪ Mechanism: Identified victims receive 
protection, shelter, medical care, and 

https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://www.nigeriadriverslicence.org/
https://frsc.gov.ng/home/
https://cvr.inecnigeria.org/
https://www.inecnigeria.org/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
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assistance with safe return or 
regularization pathways; NAPTIP 
coordinates with embassies for 
documentation where needed. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ NAPTIP acts/policies and programs: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies | NAPTIP – National Agency 
For The Prohibition Of Trafficking In 
Persons 

3. Immigration status and residence/work 
permits (non‑citizens) 

▪ Authority: NIS. 

▪ Mechanism: Depending on circumstances 
(e.g., refugee status, residence basis, 
employment), apply for appropriate 
permits under the Immigration 
Act/Regulations. NIS issues Combined 
Expatriate Residence Permit and Aliens 
Card (CERPAC) and other permits where 
applicable. 

▪ Where to start: 

▪ NIS permits/visas information: Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations: Immigration Regulation, 
Immigration Act 

C) Process on arrival (all deported individuals) 

▪ Screening at the border: NIS conducts 
identity/document checks; Port Health 
conducts health screening. 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration Service | 
Regulations: Immigration Regulation 

▪ Port Health Services: Port Health - 
Federal Ministry of Health and Social 
welfare 

▪ Referrals for protection and 
documentation support: 

▪ NCFRMI for asylum/refugee 
documentation: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ NAPTIP for trafficking victims: 
NAPTIP – National Agency For The 
Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Emergency reception (mass returns): 
NEMA coordinates immediate assistance 
(temporary shelter/transport), which may 
include help to contact embassies or 
NIS/NCFRMI desks. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

Practical tips 

▪ Nigerians: Start with NIN (NIMC) and 
passport reissue (NIS); bring any prior 
IDs, photocopies, or digital records; file a 
police report and sworn affidavit for lost 
documents if asked. 

▪ Non‑citizens: Ask NIS for consular 
contact with your embassy; if you fear 
persecution, request immediate NCFRMI 
referral for asylum documentation; if 
trafficking may be involved, seek NAPTIP 
assistance. 

▪ For legal help or complaints: LACON and 
NHRC are available post‑arrival. 

▪ LACON: Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ NHRC: National Human Rights 
Commission - National Human Rights 
Commission 

Legal bases and authorities referenced 

▪ Immigration Regulation, Immigration Act 

▪ NIMC Act/NIN requirements (ID system): 
NIMC - National Identity Management 
Commission 

▪ NCFRMI (asylum/refugee documentation 
procedures): https://ncfrmi.gov.ng | 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ NAPTIP Act/programs (victim 
documentation and assistance): 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ MFA (consular services and liaison): 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ Port Health Services (arrival health 
screening/referral): Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

▪ Correctional/justice safeguards if custody 
is involved: Ministry of Justice (ACJA) 
Federal Ministry of Justice; Nigerian 
Correctional Service Nigerian 
Correctional Service Portal 

https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-nigeria-immigration-regulations-2017.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/document/nga/2015/immigration_act_2015_html/IMMIGRATION_ACT_2015.pdf
https://nimc.gov.ng/
https://nimc.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
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9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Nigerian Citizens deported from abroad: entry 
without issue unless have outstanding legal 
issues in Nigeria; otherwise, possibility of being 
held in temporary custody before being escorted 
to place of origin within Nigeria (especially if 
deported for criminal offenses abroad) 

Non-citizens deported from abroad: possibly 
subject to detention, followed by administrative & 
judicial procedures, including further deportation 
and removal 

Administrative Procedures: formal notification of 
intent to deport (including grounds for deportation 
(visa violations, criminal activity, or public health 
concerns); notice of right to appeal deportation 
order, and notice of right to legal representation 

Judicial Procedures: if deportation order is upheld, 
individual may be detained pending arrangement 
of removal; detention must be legally justified and 
detention may not be indefinite. 

Sources: Understanding Deportation and 
Removal Procedures in Nigeria: Legal Grounds, 
Appeals, and Protections for Non-Citizens 

National Human Rights Commission - National 
Human Rights Commission 

Refugees Internally Displaced Persons, Migrants 
And Asylum Seekers - National Human Rights 
Commission 

Home - Nigeria Immigration Service 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

Government and intergovernmental bodies 

▪ Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS): Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

The Nigeria Immigration Service is responsible 
according to the act establishing it for the control 
of persons entering or leaving Nigeria, the 
issuance of travel documents, to bona fide 
Nigerians in and outside Nigeria, the issuance of 
residence permits to foreigners in Nigeria, border 
surveillance and patrol, and enforcement of laws 
and regulations with which we have been directly 
charged. 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons 
(NCFRMI): https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

The National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons(NCFRMI) is the 
Federal Government Agency mandated to provide 
care, durable solutions and assistance to all 
Persons of Concern (PoCs) which includes IDPs, 
Refugees, Migrants, Asylum Seekers, Stateless 
Persons as well as Returnees. 

▪ National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC): National Human Rights Commission 
- National Human Rights Commission 

The Commission as part of it activities to protect 
and promote the human rights of IDPs(internally 
displaced persons), refugees and migrants 
partners with both national, international agencies 
and Civil Society Organizations. Some of those 
agencies include UNHCR, NCFRMI, IOM, 
Immigration Services to mention a few. 

The Commission is the Co-chair at the National 
Level of the Protection Sector Working Group, the 
group is made up of all organisations government 
and non-government, national and international 
working in the protection sector which deals 
mainly with IDPs, Refugees and Migrants. 

▪ Legal Aid Council of Nigeria (LACoN): Home - 
Legal Aid Council 

Vision Statement: To build a Nigerian nation 
where there is equal access to justice for all 
irrespective of means and where all rights are 
respected, protected and defended 

https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-nigeria-legal-grounds-appeals-and-protections-for-non-citizens/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-nigeria-legal-grounds-appeals-and-protections-for-non-citizens/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-nigeria-legal-grounds-appeals-and-protections-for-non-citizens/
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/focus-areas/refugees-internally-displaced-persons-migrants-and-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/focus-areas/refugees-internally-displaced-persons-migrants-and-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/focus-areas/refugees-internally-displaced-persons-migrants-and-asylum-seekers.html
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
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▪ Nigerian Bar Association (NBA): Home / 
Nigerian Bar Association 

Nigerian Bar Association Human Rights Institute 
is established for the purpose of protecting human 
rights of citizens, promoting the rule of law and 
good governance in Nigeria. 

International organizations 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
Nigeria: IOM Nigeria 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
is part of the United Nations System as the 
leading inter-governmental organization 
promoting since 1951 humane and orderly 
migration for the benefit of all, with 175 member 
states and a presence in over 100 countries. IOM 
has had a presence in Nigeria since 2002. 

▪ UNHCR Nigeria: UNHCR, the UN Refugee 
Agency | UNHCR Nigeria 

The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Refugee Agency, is 
mandated to protect and assist men, women and 
children forced to flee their homes due to 
violence, conflict or persecution. 

UNHCR is dedicated to saving lives, protecting 
rights and building a better future for refugees, 
forcibly displaced and stateless people. The 
Agency provides protection, shelter, food, water, 
medical care and other life-saving assistance to 
refugees and asylum-seekers around the world. 

Returnees 

Over the years, UNHCR has helped millions of 
refugees and other forcibly displaced people to 
return home. 

We help people make an informed decision on 
when it is safe to return, aim to ensure that any 
returns are voluntary and dignified, and support 
people as they rebuild their lives. 

Faith-based and national NGOs/CSOs 

▪ Caritas Nigeria (Catholic Caritas Foundation 
of Nigeria): Caritas Nigeria 

Protection and Migration 

Addressing the root causes of vulnerability and 
promotes the safety and well-being of migrants 
and displaced individuals through comprehensive 
protection programs, including anti-human 
trafficking, psychosocial support, economic 
empowerment, legal. 

▪ Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) West 
Africa/Nigeria: West Africa - JRS (Nigeria 
country pages via regional site) 

JRS is committed to working for the wellbeing and 
hope of refugees. We run pastoral care and 
psychosocial support programmes in detention 
centres and refugee camps, and provide 
humanitarian relief in emergency displacement 
situations. Education and livelihoods programmes 
provide skill development and opportunities for 
integration into host communities. We never 
cease to advocate for the rights of refugees, and 
to articulate the obligation to protect the most 
vulnerable among us. 

▪ Women’s Aid Collective (WACOL): Home - 
Caridad 

▪ International Federation of Women Lawyers 
(FIDA) Nigeria: FIDA – The International 
Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA) 

▪ SERAP (Socio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project): Serap Nigeria – 
Official Website 

▪ Spaces for Change (S4C): Research | Policy | 
Citizen Action - Spaces for Change 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Nigeria recognizes the right to legal 
representation and a fair trial, including free legal 
aid available to individuals in certain 

circumstances:  -Individuals detained, arrested, 

or imprisoned, including those facing deportation. 

▪ Persons suspected, accused, or charged with 
criminal offenses. 

▪ Victims and witnesses in the criminal justice 
process. 

▪ Anyone whose income does not exceed the 
national minimum wage, or in exceptional 
cases, those slightly above it 

Deported individuals with circumstances that fall 
within one of these categories may qualify for free 
legal aid. However, often deportation matters that 
do not include things listed above are generally 
treated as administrative in nature and therefore a 
right to free or state-provided legal aid may not 
apply. 

Possible Sources: 

https://www.nigerianbar.org.ng/
https://www.nigerianbar.org.ng/
https://nigeria.iom.int/
https://www.unhcr.org/ng/
https://www.unhcr.org/ng/
https://caritasnigeria.org/
https://jrs.net/en/region/west-africa/
https://wacolnigeria.org/
https://wacolnigeria.org/
https://fida.org.ng/
https://fida.org.ng/
https://serap-nigeria.org/
https://serap-nigeria.org/
https://spacesforchange.org/
https://spacesforchange.org/
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Legal aid and where to find support - Nigeria - 
Action4Justice :Nigeria – Action4Justice 

Home - Legal Aid Council 

Refugees Internally Displaced Persons, Migrants 
And Asylum Seekers - National Human Rights 
Commission 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Yes. Nigeria has incorporated key international 
human rights and refugee protection standards 
into its domestic framework that apply to all 
deported/returned individuals in Nigeria—both 
citizens and non‑citizens. The incorporation 
appears through constitutional guarantees, 
specific statutes (immigration, anti‑trafficking, 
child protection, criminal procedure), and 
refugee/asylum governance. Authoritative links 
are provided below. 

Foundational human rights guarantees (apply to 
all persons) 

▪ Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria (1999, as amended) 

▪ Embeds due process, dignity, liberty, fair 
hearing, and non‑discrimination 
protections applicable to reception, 
detention, and processing of 
returnees/deportees in Nigeria. 

▪ Text (PLAC copy of the Constitution): 
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitutio
n-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-
1999.pdf 

Refugee and asylum standards (non‑refoulement 
and status procedures) 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) 
Mandate and Refugee Procedures 

▪ NCFRMI coordinates asylum and refugee 
protection in line with Nigeria’s 
international refugee obligations 
(including non‑refoulement) and operates 
the Refugee Eligibility process. 

▪ NCFRMI main portal: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ NCFRMI policies (governance framework, 
policy documents, SOPs): 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ National Policy on Migration (2015) 

▪ Reflects international standards on 
humane reception, protection screening 
(including asylum), and referral pathways 
for migrants and returnees. 

▪ NCFRMI policies page (policy access): 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

Anti‑trafficking and victim protection (regardless of 
nationality) 

▪ Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 
Enforcement and Administration Act, 2015 

▪ Domesticates and operationalizes 
international anti‑trafficking norms (e.g., 

victim identification, non‑punishment, 
assistance, safe return/reintegration). 
Applies to Nigerian and foreign victims 
encountered among returnees. 

▪ NAPTIP legal texts and policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ NAPTIP portal: NAPTIP – National 
Agency For The Prohibition Of Trafficking 
In Persons 

Child protection aligned with international 
standards 

▪ Child Rights Act, 2003 (federal model law; 
domesticated by states) 

▪ Incorporates principles of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(best interests, non‑discrimination, special 
protection), guiding treatment of 
unaccompanied or separated children 
among deportees/returnees. 

▪ Federal overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights 

Immigration framework with safeguards for 
non‑citizens 

▪ Immigration Act, 2015 and Immigration 
Regulations, 2017 

▪ Provide procedures for admission/refusal, 
detention, and removal of non‑citizens, 
with operational safeguards 
(documentation verification, escorts, 
carriers’ duties) and referral to protection 
systems (e.g., asylum, trafficking). 

https://nigeria.action4justice.org/legal_areas/detention-and-bail/legal-aid-and-where-to-find-support/
https://nigeria.action4justice.org/legal_areas/detention-and-bail/legal-aid-and-where-to-find-support/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/focus-areas/refugees-internally-displaced-persons-migrants-and-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/focus-areas/refugees-internally-displaced-persons-migrants-and-asylum-seekers.html
https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/focus-areas/refugees-internally-displaced-persons-migrants-and-asylum-seekers.html
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
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▪ Laws index (Immigration Act): 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.ht
ml 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) 
regulations/circulars: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ NIS portal: Home - Nigeria Immigration 
Service 

▪ Ministry of Interior: Ministry of Interior 

Detention, due process, and humane treatment 
standards 

▪ Administration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA), 
2015 

▪ Embeds fair‑trial and custodial 
safeguards applicable to 
immigration‑related detention and 
prosecutions. 

▪ Federal Ministry of Justice: Federal 
Ministry of Justice 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service Act, 2019 

▪ Provides standards for custody conditions 
where individuals (including non‑citizens) 
are remanded or serve sentences prior to 
removal. 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service: Nigerian 
Correctional Service Portal 

Border health and humanitarian standards 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare) 

▪ Implements International Health 
Regulations (IHR) obligations for 
screening, quarantine, and public‑health 
measures for all arriving passengers, 
including deportees. 

▪ Ministry portal: HOME - Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social welfare 

▪ Port Health Services (arrival health 
screening/referral): Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

 
Emergency reception and protection coordination 

▪ National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) 

▪ Coordinates humanitarian assistance in 
mass arrivals, aligned with international 
disaster‑management standards; works 
with NIS, NCFRMI, and NAPTIP. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

Diaspora and returnee support for citizens 

▪ Nigeria in Diaspora Commission 
(Establishment) Act, 2017 

▪ Provides a statutory basis for supporting 
Nigerians abroad and facilitating dignified 
return and reintegration, in line with 
international good practice. 

▪ NiDCOM legal framework: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

How these instruments incorporate international 
norms in practice 

▪ Non‑refoulement and asylum access: 
Screening and referral to NCFRMI for any 
non‑citizen indicating fear of persecution or 
harm; protection determinations are made 
through refugee eligibility procedures aligned 
with international standards. 

▪ Victim‑centred protection: NAPTIP 
coordinates identification and assistance for 
trafficking victims, including foreign nationals, 
with provisions for safe return or local 
reintegration. 

▪ Child‑sensitive procedures: 
Unaccompanied/separated children are 
handled under Child Rights Act standards 
with best‑interests determinations and 

social‑welfare referrals. 

▪ Due process and humane treatment: 
Constitution and ACJA standards govern 
arrest, detention, fair hearing, and conditions 
of custody; Port Health and NEMA provide 
health and humanitarian safeguards during 
reception. 

Notes 

▪ Nigeria is a party to key international 
instruments (e.g., 1951 Refugee 
Convention/1967 Protocol; Palermo 
Trafficking Protocol; CRC), and the domestic 
instruments above operationalize these 
standards. For the latest operational SOPs 
and coordination tools, consult NCFRMI’s 
policies/publications and the NIS regulations 
page 

https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
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4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

Short answer: There is no single nationwide 
statute that mandates a dedicated “legal 
education for deportees” program. However, 
several Nigerian government agencies run 
ongoing rights‑awareness, legal‑aid/referral, and 
reintegration information services that 
deported/returned persons—citizens and 
non‑citizens—can access at ports of entry and 
after arrival. Key government programs and 
portals are below. 

Government agencies and programs that provide 
rights-awareness, legal/referral support 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) 

▪ What they do: Briefs arriving deportees 
on entry/admissibility status, 
documentation rights, and referral 
pathways (asylum, anti‑trafficking, child 
protection). Provides operational circulars 
and contact points at airports/land 
borders. 

▪ Agency portal (operations, 
acts/regulations, contacts): Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations and circulars page: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) 

▪ What they do: Coordinates reception 
desks and case management for 
returnees; conducts information sessions 
on protection options (asylum, AVRR, 
reintegration services), complaints 
channels, and referral rights. Publishes 
policies/SOPs that include 
information‑sharing procedures. 

▪ Policies: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ Main portal: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) 

▪ What they do: Provides victim‑centred 
intake, rights advisories, legal 
counseling/referrals, and awareness 
materials for suspected trafficking victims 
among deportees (citizens and 

non‑citizens). Runs hotlines and 
community sensitization. 

▪ Acts and policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ Main portal (programs, hotlines, shelters): 
NAPTIP – National Agency For The 
Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) 

▪ What they do: During mass returns, 
NEMA coordinates reception briefings 
that include information on available 
assistance, protection referrals, and 
complaint mechanisms. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare) 

▪ What they do: Provides health screening 
plus information on health rights, 
quarantine procedures, and complaints 
channels during reception at ports of 
entry. 

▪ Port Health Services (arrival health 
screening/referral): Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ Ministry portal: HOME - Federal Ministry 
of Health and Social welfare 

▪ Nigeria in Diaspora Commission (NiDCOM) – 
for Nigerian citizens 

▪ What they do: Runs awareness and 
reintegration information for returning 
Nigerians, including consular/legal 
pathways, complaints channels, and 
linkages to jobs/skills programs. 

▪ Legal framework and programs: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-
framework 

▪ Main portal: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – www.NIDCOM.com.ng 

▪ Federal Ministry of Labour and Employment; 
social welfare/youth ministries 

▪ What they do: Provide information on 
labour rights, job placement, and 
skills/reintegration schemes that 
returnees can access. 

https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://health.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
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▪ FMLE portal: Federal Ministry Of Labour 
& Employment – Ensuring Decent Work 
for all Nigerians 

Legal aid and complaints mechanisms touching 
migrants/returnees 

▪ Legal Aid Council of Nigeria (LACON) 

▪ While not deportee‑specific, LACON 
provides free legal assistance to eligible 
persons, including foreign nationals and 
returnees who meet statutory criteria; can 
be accessed after arrival. 

▪ Portal: Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ Human rights complaints channels 

▪ National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) accepts complaints from anyone 
in Nigeria, including deportees, and 
conducts rights‑awareness outreaches. 

▪ NHRC portal: National Human Rights 
Commission - National Human Rights 
Commission 

Policy/SOP references that embed 
rights‑awareness components 

▪ National Policy on Migration (2015) and 
inter‑agency SOPs on Return, Readmission 
and Reintegration 

▪ These documents require reception 
entities 
(NIS/NCFRMI/NAPTIP/NEMA/Port 
Health) to inform returnees of available 
protection options, referrals, and 
complaint channels. 

▪ NCFRMI policies: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

How deportees typically receive information 

▪ At ports of entry: Briefings by 
NIS/NCFRMI/Port Health, with protection 
screening and immediate referrals (NAPTIP 
for trafficking, NCFRMI for asylum/refugee, 
child protection services for minors). 

▪ Post‑arrival: Case management sessions, 
group information meetings, and referral to 
legal aid (LACON/NHRC) and reintegration 
programs (NiDCOM/FM Labour/social 
welfare). 

▪ For non‑citizens: Access to asylum/refugee 
information via NCFRMI desks; for those 
found inadmissible, information on 
procedures and rights during 

detention/removal under the Immigration 
Act/Regulations. 

Note 

▪ Availability can vary by airport/land border 
and by the scale of arrivals. For the most 
current program details or schedules of 
awareness sessions, consult NCFRMI’s 
publications page, NIS circulars page, and 
NAPTIP’s programs page, and contact local 
offices listed on each agency portal. 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

▪ Even if you are removed from the U.S., you 
still retain ownership of your property, 
whether it’s a house, a vehicle, a bank 
account, or investments. 

▪ The U.S. Constitution protects property rights 
for all individuals, including non-citizens, 
regardless of immigration status. 

▪ If deportation is a possibility, consider taking 
the following actions to secure your assets: 

▪ Appoint a power of attorney to someone 
that can manage your assets 

▪ Set up online banking with an 
international bank so you can access 
abroad 

▪ Create digital copies of your documents 
and store them in the cloud 

▪ Following organizations can help deportees 
recover belongings: 

▪ International Rescue Committee 

▪ Immigrant Defense Project 

▪ American Friends Service Committee (for 
Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, 
Guatemala) 

▪ Kino Border Initiative (for Mexico) 

Sources: 

What Happens to Your Property If You Are 
Deported? | Law Office of Steve Lopez, APC 

https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://www.stevelopezlaw.com/what-happens-to-your-property-if-you-are-deported#:~:text=Even%20if%20you%20are%20removed,citizens%2C%20regardless%20of%20immigration%20status
https://www.stevelopezlaw.com/what-happens-to-your-property-if-you-are-deported#:~:text=Even%20if%20you%20are%20removed,citizens%2C%20regardless%20of%20immigration%20status
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2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

The U.S. government, through agencies like 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), is required 
to safeguard a person’s property during their 
detention. However, the process is often complex, 
with non-profit organizations and consulates 
playing a crucial role in assisting individuals 
abroad. 

There are no specific government agencies or 
organizations whose primary purpose is to 
recover personal items for deportees. Once 
deported, an individual must rely on outside help, 
such as trusted friends, family, or a third party 
with power of attorney, to manage or recover their 
belongings. Non-profit immigrant aid groups can 
sometimes offer guidance or limited assistance in 
special circumstances. 

The deportee can grant a power of attorney prior 
to deportation to a trusted individual that can 
manage and seek to retrieve their assets. They 
can also hire a U.S. attorney or the ACLU that can 
help file a complaint if the deportee’s assets were 
wrongly taken by the U.S. government. 

Sources: Deported with No Possessions - 
American Immigration Council 

How Can I Protect My Property If I Am Detained 
or Deported? - North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

In January 2025, the U.S. and Nigeria signed an 
agreement to transfer approximately $52.88 
million in forfeited corruption proceeds to the 
Nigerian government. The funds were seized as 
part of a U.S. investigation into a bribery and 
money-laundering scheme involving former 
Nigerian Petroleum Resources Minister Diezani 
Alison-Madueke. 

Source: Department of Justice | Homepage | 
United States Department of Justice 

The U.S., Nigeria, and Jersey entered into an 
agreement to repatriate over $300 million in 
assets stolen by former dictator General Sani 
Abacha. These funds were designated for 
infrastructure projects in Nigeria. 

Department of Justice | Homepage | United 
States Department of Justice 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Nigeria’s international obligations to ensure safe, 
dignified, and rights‑respecting repatriation/return 

arise from refugee law (non‑refoulement), human 
rights treaties (due process, liberty, humane 
treatment, child protection, anti‑trafficking), and 

public‑health obligations at borders. These 
obligations apply to both Nigerian citizens 
returning to Nigeria and non‑citizens returned or 
removed through Nigeria’s territory, and they are 
operationalized via domestic laws, agencies, and 
inter‑agency SOPs. 

Core obligations and how Nigeria implements 
them 

1. Non‑refoulement and refugee protection 

(applies to non‑citizens) 

▪ International obligation: Do not return a 
person to a place where they face 
persecution, torture, or serious harm; 
ensure access to asylum procedures. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, 
Migrants and Internally Displaced 
Persons (NCFRMI): Coordinates 
asylum/refugee procedures and 
Refugee Eligibility processes; leads 
inter‑agency SOPs on reception, 
return, readmission, and 
reintegration. 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Policies: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS): 
Screens arrivals, identifies protection 
cases, and refers to NCFRMI; manages 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/#:~:text=What%20Happens%20to%20Your%20Money,mortgage%20or%20sell%20your%20property
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/#:~:text=What%20Happens%20to%20Your%20Money,mortgage%20or%20sell%20your%20property
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/united-states-enters-agreement-nigeria-transfer-5288m-forfeited-corruption-proceeds-uses#:~:text=The%20Justice%20Department%20announced%20today,in%20the%20Nigerian%20oil%20industry
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/united-states-enters-agreement-nigeria-transfer-5288m-forfeited-corruption-proceeds-uses#:~:text=The%20Justice%20Department%20announced%20today,in%20the%20Nigerian%20oil%20industry
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/us-enters-trilateral-agreement-nigeria-and-jersey-repatriate-over-300-million-nigeria-assets#:~:text=Breadcrumb%20*%20Justice.gov.%20*%20U.S.%20Enters%20Into,By%20Former%20Nigerian%20Dictator%20General%20Sani%20Abacha
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/us-enters-trilateral-agreement-nigeria-and-jersey-repatriate-over-300-million-nigeria-assets#:~:text=Breadcrumb%20*%20Justice.gov.%20*%20U.S.%20Enters%20Into,By%20Former%20Nigerian%20Dictator%20General%20Sani%20Abacha
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
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inadmissibility and removal in line with the 
Immigration Act/Regulations. 

▪ NIS portal: Home - Nigeria 
Immigration Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/catego
ry/acts-regulations 

▪ Legal framework touching returns: 
Immigration Act, 2015 (procedures for 
refusal, detention, removal) and 
Immigration Regulations, 2017 
(operational safeguards). 

▪ Laws index: 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/la
ws/I1.html 

2. Prohibition of torture, cruel/inhuman 
treatment; humane treatment in custody 

▪ International obligation: No torture or 
inhuman/degrading treatment; humane 
conditions for any detention; access to 
fair procedures. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria (1999, as amended): 
Protects dignity, liberty, and fair 
hearing (applicable to all persons). 

▪ Constitution (PLAC copy): 
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/C
onstitution-of-the-Federal-
Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf 

▪ Administration of Criminal Justice Act 
(ACJA), 2015: Due‑process 
standards relevant to 
arrests/detention that may occur 
alongside immigration procedures. 

▪ Ministry of Justice: Federal 
Ministry of Justice 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service Act, 
2019: Custody standards where 
court‑ordered detention applies. 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service: 
Nigerian Correctional Service 
Portal 

3. Child protection and family life (including 
unaccompanied/separated children) 

▪ International obligation: Best interests of 
the child, family unity, access to 

education and health; special safeguards 
during return/repatriation. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ Child Rights Act, 2003 (federal model 
law; implemented by states): Guides 
best‑interests determinations, 
guardianship, and access to services 
for all children encountered among 
returnees. 

▪ Federal overview: 
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-
rights 

▪ Inter‑agency SOPs: Provide referral 
pathways for 
unaccompanied/separated minors at 
ports of entry (social welfare and child 
protection services). 

Anti‑trafficking obligations (victim 
identification, assistance, safe return) 

▪ International obligation: Identify and 
protect trafficking victims; ensure 
non‑punishment for status offenses; 
enable safe return or local integration. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 
Enforcement and Administration Act, 
2015 (NAPTIP Act): Mandates victim 
identification, shelter, medical care, 
counseling, legal aid, and 
reintegration assistance for victims—
Nigerian or foreign. 

▪ NAPTIP acts and policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-
and-policies 

▪ NAPTIP portal: NAPTIP – 
National Agency For The 
Prohibition Of Trafficking In 
Persons 

▪ NIS/NCFRMI referral obligations at 
borders where indicators of trafficking 
are detected. 

▪ NIS regs: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/catego
ry/acts-regulations 

Health, quarantine, and dignified reception at 
borders 

▪ International obligation: Implement 
International Health Regulations (IHR) for 
screening, quarantine/isolation, and 

https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://fmic.gov.ng/policies/child-rights
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
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non‑discriminatory public‑health 
measures for travelers, including 
deportees. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ Port Health Services (Federal Ministry 
of Health and Social Welfare): Health 
screening at ports; referral to care; 
information on rights and procedures. 

▪ Port Health Services (arrival health 
screening/referral): Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA): Coordinates 
humanitarian reception/relief during mass 
returns, supporting safe and dignified 
reception. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

4. Fair procedures and access to 
information/complaints 

▪ International obligation: Ensure due 
process in removal, access to 
information, and the ability to seek 
remedies. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ NIS processing and documentation of 
decisions; referral to protection 
mechanisms. 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration 
Service 

▪ Legal Aid Council of Nigeria 
(LACON): Free legal aid to eligible 
persons. 

▪ Home - Legal Aid Council 

▪ National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC): Receives complaints from 
anyone in Nigeria and can intervene 
where rights are at risk. 

▪ National Human Rights 
Commission - National Human 
Rights Commission 

5. Voluntary and dignified return, reintegration 
coordination 

▪ International good practice: Promote 
voluntary, informed, and dignified returns 
with reintegration support where possible. 

▪ Domestic implementation and authorities: 

▪ NCFRMI: Leads policy on 
return/readmission/reintegration; 
coordinates inter‑agency SOPs and 
case management (including 
Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration with partners). 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Nigeria in Diaspora Commission 
(NiDCOM): Coordinates with missions on 
organized returns of Nigerians and 
linkages to reintegration support. 

▪ NiDCOM: Nigerians in Diaspora 
Commission – 
www.NIDCOM.com.ng | Legal 
framework: 
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-
us/legal-framework 

▪ Federal Ministry of Labour and 
Employment (FMLE): 
Employability/skills programs relevant 
to reintegration. 

▪ Federal Ministry Of Labour & 
Employment – Ensuring Decent 
Work for all Nigerians 

Practical implications at Nigerian ports of 
entry 

▪ Screening: NIS conducts 
identity/admissibility checks for all 
arrivals; Port Health conducts health 
screening; protection screening is done 
with referrals to NCFRMI (asylum) and 
NAPTIP (trafficking) pursuant to 
inter‑agency SOPs. 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration 
Service | Regulations: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/a
cts-regulations 

▪ Port Health Services (arrival health 
screening/referral): Port Health - Federal 
Ministry of Health and Social welfare 

▪ NAPTIP: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ Detention/use of force: Must comply with 
constitutional/ACJA safeguards and 
respect human dignity; non‑refoulement 

https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://legalaidcouncil.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://www.nhrc.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://nidcom.gov.ng/about-us/legal-framework
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://labour.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://health.gov.ng/port-health/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
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limits removal where protection claims 
exist. 

▪ Constitution: 
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Consti
tution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-
Nigeria-1999.pdf 

▪ ACJA: Federal Ministry of Justice 

Bottom line 

▪ Nigeria’s obligations require that any 
return, of Nigerians or non‑citizens, be 
handled with safety, dignity, due process, 
and access to protection procedures. 
These duties are operationalized by NIS 
(border control), NCFRMI 
(asylum/refugee and return coordination), 
NAPTIP (anti‑trafficking protection), Port 
Health (health/IHR), NEMA (humanitarian 
reception), and oversight/enforcement 
bodies (LACON/NHRC), under the 
domestic legal frameworks linked above. 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

No specific information is available. Nigerian 
Consulates (in NY, D.C., and Atlanta), can 
provide Emergency Travel Certificates (ETCs) for 
Nigerians who lack valid passports. However, the 
requirements (such as providing passport photos 
and a copy of a flight ticket to Nigeria) are 
impractical for anyone in US detention. 

▪ Consulate General of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, New York 

▪ Embassy of The Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
Washington DC. – This is a platform where 
you can find all information about Nigeria, its 
economy, culture and tourism. 

▪ Home - Nigeria Consulate, Atlanta USA 

There is some suggestions that the current focus 
is on resisting US pressure to accept third-country 
deportees. (Nigeria pushes back on U.S. 
deportation demands : NPR) 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

The US government’s ICE statistics website 
indicates that 13 Nigerian citizens were deported 
November - December 2024. No official US data 
is available for 2025. ICE Enforcement and 
Removal Operations Statistics | ICE. 

One Facebook source reports 20 removals so far 
in 2025. Legit.ng - Over 2,300 Nigerians have 
been deported from... | Facebook 

Several sources report that, as of late 2024, about 
3690 Nigerians are “listed for deportation” from 
the US. e.g., https://africacheck.org/fact-
checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/yes-3690-
nigerians-are-listed-deportation-us 

1. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the 
U.S. are arriving during the same 
period. 

▪ Primary airport: Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport (LOS), Lagos. 

▪ Secondary airport: Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport (ABV), Abuja. 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS): Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN): Home - FAAN 

▪ Murtala Muhammed International Airport, 
Lagos (LOS) info: https://mma2.com.ng 
(domestic terminal) 

2. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

Most land at 

▪ Lagos — Murtala Muhammed International 
Airport (LOS) 

https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://placng.org/i/wp/2016/04/Constitution-of-the-Federal-Republic-of-Nigeria-1999.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://nigeriaconsulatenewyork.org/
https://nigeriaconsulatenewyork.org/
https://nigeriaembassyusa.org/
https://nigeriaembassyusa.org/
https://nigeriaembassyusa.org/
https://nigeriaembassyusa.org/
https://www.nigeriaconsulateatlanta.org/
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/11/nx-s1-5464784/nigeria-rejects-u-s-pressure-to-accept-venezuelan-deportees
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/11/nx-s1-5464784/nigeria-rejects-u-s-pressure-to-accept-venezuelan-deportees
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
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https://www.facebook.com/legitngnews/posts/over-2300-nigerians-have-been-deported-from-the-us-in-the-last-11-yearsnew-figur/1119815800364828/
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/yes-3690-nigerians-are-listed-deportation-us
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/yes-3690-nigerians-are-listed-deportation-us
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/yes-3690-nigerians-are-listed-deportation-us
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://faan.gov.ng/
https://mma2.com.ng/
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▪ Abuja — Nnamdi Azikiwe International Airport 
(ABV) 

From there they disperse. Biggest areas could be: 

▪ Lagos and surrounding Southwest cities (e.g., 
Ibadan) 

▪ Abuja and nearby North-Central cities 

▪ Other major urban centers like Port Harcourt, 
Benin City, Onitsha/Awka, Enugu, Kano, and 
Kaduna 

Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) 
https://immigration.gov.ng/ 

See also: 

▪ Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and 
Poverty Alleviation Home page 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons 
(NCFRMI) https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/ 

▪ Nigerians in Diaspora Commission 
(NiDCOM) Nigerians in Diaspora Commission 
– www.NIDCOM.com.ng 

3. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the U.S. of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

Report: Demographics and Reintegration of 
Nigerians Deported from the U.S. 

1. Demographic Profile 

(Source: DHS Yearbook of Immigration 
Statistics 2023; ICE Removal Statistics; IOM 
Nigeria Reintegration Reports) 

▪ Age: Majority between 25–44 years. 

▪ Gender: 80–85% male, 15–20% female. 

▪ Family Status: Many single; some with 
U.S.-born children. 

▪ Education: Significant share with post-
secondary education (college or 
vocational). 

▪ Years in U.S.: Most had 5–15 years of 
residence, some over 20 years. 

Sources: 

▪ DHS Yearbook: Yearbook of Immigration 
Statistics | OHSS 

▪ ICE Removal Stats: ICE Enforcement and 
Removal Operations Statistics | ICE 

▪ IOM Nigeria Reports: Nigeria — North-
east - Intention Survey (April 2024) | 
Displacement Tracking Matrix 

2. Emerging Demographic Shifts 

(Observed in DHS & IOM reports) 

▪ Increase in educated professionals 
deported for visa overstays. 

▪ Slight rise in female deportees and older 
adults. 

▪ More cases involving U.S.-born children. 

Sources: 

▪ DHS Yearbook 

▪ IOM Reintegration Reports 

3. Groups Facing Hardest Reintegration 

(IOM findings) 

▪ Long-term residents (10+ years in U.S.) 
struggle with cultural readjustment. 

▪ Single parents with U.S.-born children 
face economic and legal challenges. 

▪ Highly educated professionals often 
experience underemployment. 

Source: 

▪ IOM Nigeria Reintegration Program: 
Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration | IOM Nigeria | IOM Nigeria 

4. Comparison with Broader Migration 

(MPI & IOM data) 

▪ Deportees have higher education levels 
and longer U.S. stays than typical 
Nigerian emigrants. 

▪ Gender imbalance is stronger among 
deportees than in general migration flows. 

Source: 

▪ Migration Policy Institute: Migration Policy 
Institute | migrationpolicy.org 

https://fmhds.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://nidcom.gov.ng/
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/nigeria-north-east-intention-survey-april-2024
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/nigeria-north-east-intention-survey-april-2024
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/nigeria-north-east-intention-survey-april-2024
https://nigeria.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration
https://nigeria.iom.int/assisted-voluntary-return-and-reintegration
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
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Extra Insights with Sources 

▪ Criminal vs. Administrative Deportations: 
Most Nigerians deported for visa overstays, 
not serious crimes. 
Source: ICE Removal Statistics 
ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations 
Statistics | ICE 

▪ Urban Reintegration Patterns: Returnees 
cluster in Lagos and Abuja, creating 
economic pressure. 
Source: IOM Nigeria Reports 
iom-nigeria-annual-report-2024.pdf 

▪ Economic Impact: Deportation disrupts 
remittance flows, affecting family income. 
Source: IOM Reintegration Profiles 
iom-nigeria-annual-report-2024.pdf 

▪ Psychosocial Challenges: High rates of 
stigma and depression among deportees. 
Source: IOM Reintegration Handbook 
IOM Publications - International Organization 
for Migration 

▪ Policy Trend: U.S. enforcement increasingly 
targets minor infractions and overstays. 
Source: DHS Yearbook 
Yearbook of Immigration Statistics | OHSS 

Overall conclusions: 

Demographics of Nigerians Deported from the 
U.S. vs. General Nigerian Migrants 

▪ Age: Most deported Nigerians are between 25 
and 44 years old. In contrast, general 
Nigerian migrants abroad tend to be younger 
overall, with the majority between 18 and 40 
years. 

▪ Gender: Deportations are heavily male-
dominated, with about 80–85% men and only 
15–20% women. Broader migration flows are 
more balanced, roughly 55% male and 45% 
female. 

▪ Family Status: Many deportees are single, 
though some have U.S.-born children. 
General migration patterns include more 
family-based moves, with spouses and 
children accompanying migrants. 

▪ Education: Deportees often have higher 
education levels, with many holding post-
secondary or vocational qualifications. 
General migrants show a mixed profile, with a 
significant share having only secondary 
education. 

▪ Years Abroad: Deportees typically lived in the 
U.S. for 5–15 years, and some for over 20 
years. General migrants often have shorter 
stays, linked to work or study cycles. 

▪ Reason for Return: Deportees return 
involuntarily due to visa overstays or 
administrative removals. General migrants 
usually return voluntarily or through circular 
migration. 

Sources: 

▪ DHS Yearbook of Immigration Statistics: 
Yearbook of Immigration Statistics | OHSS 

▪ ICE Removal Statistics: ICE Enforcement and 
Removal Operations Statistics | ICE 

▪ IOM Nigeria Reports: IOM Nigeria 

▪ Migration Policy Institute: Migration Policy 
Institute | migrationpolicy.org 

4. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

Short answer: No single Nigerian law designates 
one agency to “publish” deportation data to the 
public. However, several government bodies are 
legally responsible for collecting and holding 
deportation/return records within their mandates, 
and they may release summaries or respond to 
Freedom of Information (FOI) requests. 

Agencies that collect (and may publish) 
deportation/return data 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) – primary 
operational custodian 

▪ Legal role: Statutory authority for 
admission/refusal of entry, detention, 
removal of non‑citizens, carriers’ 

obligations, and record‑keeping under the 
Immigration Act, 2015 and Immigration 
Regulations, 2017. NIS is the core 
collector of deportation/removal data and 
issues operational circulars and 
occasional public updates. 

▪ Where to check/request: Home - Nigeria 
Immigration Service 

https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://nigeria.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1856/files/documents/2025-08/iom-nigeria-annual-report-2024.pdf
https://nigeria.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1856/files/documents/2025-08/iom-nigeria-annual-report-2024.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/
https://publications.iom.int/
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/yearbook
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://nigeria.iom.int/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/


 

Nigeria 
28 

▪ Acts/Regulations and circulars: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ Laws index (Immigration Act): 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.ht
ml 

▪ Federal Ministry of Interior – 
supervisory/oversight ministry 

▪ Legal role: Oversees NIS and broader 
internal security/immigration policy. May 
hold aggregated reports and can release 
information or policy statements. 

▪ Portal: Ministry of Interior 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) – 
migration policy and coordination 

▪ Legal role: Leads migration policy 
coordination, 
return/readmission/reintegration SOPs, 
and protection referrals (including asylum 
pathways). Collects reception/referral 
statistics related to returns, including 
some data touching deportations, and 
may publish policy reports/SOPs. 

▪ Portal: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) – consular 
returns/readmissions 

▪ Legal role: Coordinates missions on 
organized returns and readmission 
arrangements. Holds administrative 
records from missions on Nigerians 
returned/deported but has no express 
statutory duty to publicly publish 
deportation datasets. 

▪ Portal: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) – mass‑return reception 

(event‑based) 

▪ Legal role: During mass returns, 
coordinates reception and assistance; 
may collect operational tallies for those 
events. Not a standing publisher of 
deportation data. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) – protection 
subset 

▪ Legal role: For identified trafficking victims 
among deportees/returnees, NAPTIP 
records case data on identification, 
assistance, and outcomes. It may publish 
aggregated victim‑assistance statistics, 
but these are not comprehensive 
deportation figures. 

▪ Acts and policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ Portal: NAPTIP – National Agency For 
The Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service (NCoS) – 
detention subset (when court‑ordered) 

▪ Legal role: Maintains custody records for 
persons held pursuant to court orders, 
including non‑citizens in criminal custody 
related to immigration offences (not 
immigration holding per se). Not a 
deportation‑data publisher. 

▪ Portal: Nigerian Correctional Service 
Portal 

▪ National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) – 
potential aggregator (cross‑government data) 

▪ Legal role: National statistical authority; 
can compile administrative data produced 
by MDAs. There is no routine NBS series 
on deportation, but it can publish when 
data are provided by lead agencies. 

▪ Portal: Home | National Bureau of 
Statistics 

Transparency mechanism applicable to all public 
institutions 

▪ Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, 2011 

▪ Effect: Gives the public a right to request 
records (including deportation statistics) 
from NIS, Interior, NCFRMI, MFA, etc. 
This is disclosure-on-request, not a 
mandate for proactive public datasets. 

▪ Federal Ministry of Justice (FOI 
resources): Federal Ministry of Justice 

Bottom line 

▪ Collection: NIS is the primary legal custodian 
of deportation/removal data; Interior, 
NCFRMI, MFA, NAPTIP, and NEMA collect 
relevant subsets within their mandates. 

▪ Publication: No explicit statutory duty to 
routinely publish comprehensive deportation 

https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
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datasets. Public figures appear via agency 
press releases, policy reports, or FOI 
requests. 

▪ Where to look or file requests: 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration Service | 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ Ministry of Interior: Ministry of Interior 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ MFA: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ NAPTIP: https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-
and-policies 

▪ https://nema.gov.ng/about-us/mandateNEMA 
mandate: About NEMA – NEMA Nigeria 

▪ FOI Act guide (MoJ): Federal Ministry of 
Justice 

5. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

Short answer: There is no single Nigerian statute 
that expressly mandates routine public publication 
of “deportation statistics.” However, several laws 
and mandates create reporting, record‑keeping, 
or transparency obligations for agencies involved 
in removals/returns, and some agencies 
periodically release data or reports. In practice, 
public deportation data are not consistently or 
comprehensively published. 

What the law and mandates provide 

▪ Immigration Act, 2015 and Immigration 
Regulations, 2017 

▪ Establish the Nigerian Immigration 
Service (NIS) as the authority for 
admission, refusal, detention, and 
removal of non‑citizens, with powers to 
keep records and issue directives. They 
do not contain an explicit requirement to 
publish deportation statistics to the public. 

▪ NIS portal: Home - Nigeria Immigration 
Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations and circulars: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ Laws index (Act): 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.ht
ml 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) 
institutional reporting 

▪ As a federal service under the Ministry of 
Interior, NIS issues operational circulars 
and sometimes releases activity 
summaries/press statements, but there is 
no statutory obligation to publish 
standardized deportation datasets. 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration Service 

▪ Ministry of Interior: Ministry of Interior 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) 

▪ Leads migration policy and coordinates 
return/readmission/reintegration SOPs. 
Publishes policies and some reports, but 
no explicit statutory duty to publish 
deportation statistics. 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ National Policy on Migration (2015) and 
inter‑agency SOPs 

▪ Encourage data collection, coordination, 
and evidence‑based planning for 
migration management (including 
returns/readmissions). These are 
policy/tools rather than laws imposing 
public‑reporting duties. 

▪ NCFRMI policies: 
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 

▪ Coordinates consular actions on 
organized returns/readmissions; does not 
have a statutory requirement to publish 
deportation datasets, though it may issue 
statements. 

▪ MFA: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ General transparency mechanisms (indirect) 

▪ Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, 2011: 
Provides the public a right to request 
information from Nigerian public 
institutions, including NIS and NCFRMI. 
This is a disclosure‑on‑request regime 

https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://nema.gov.ng/about-us/mandate
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
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rather than a mandate to proactively 
publish deportation data. 

▪ Federal Ministry of Justice (FOI 
resources): Federal Ministry of Justice 

What happens in practice 

▪ Agencies may release periodic press 
statements or summaries on returns, escorted 
removals, or mass repatriations, but 
comprehensive, regularly updated deportation 
datasets (e.g., by nationality, ground of 
removal, legal pathway, vulnerability) are not 
systematically published on government 
portals. 

▪ Researchers and the public typically rely on: 

▪ Ad hoc agency releases 
(NIS/NCFRMI/Interior). 

▪ FOI Act requests to NIS/NCFRMI/Interior 
for specific time‑bound data. 

▪ Policy reports on NCFRMI’s publications 
page when available. 

Where to check or request data 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS): Home - 
Nigeria Immigration Service | 
Acts/Regulations: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ Ministry of Interior: Ministry of Interior 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

▪ To request official figures: Use the FOI Act via 
the relevant agency; FOI resources: Federal 
Ministry of Justice 

Bottom line 

▪ No explicit, deportation‑data publication duty 
exists in the Immigration Act/Regulations or 
related mandates. 

▪ Limited, non‑systematic public reporting 
occurs; more detailed datasets can be 
pursued through FOI Act requests to 
NIS/NCFRMI/Ministry of Interior. 

6. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

Short answer: No single Nigerian law designates 
one agency to “publish” deportation data to the 
public. However, several government bodies are 
legally responsible for collecting and holding 
deportation/return records within their mandates, 
and they may release summaries or respond to 
Freedom of Information (FOI) requests. 

Agencies that collect (and may publish) 
deportation/return data 

▪ Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) – primary 
operational custodian 

▪ Legal role: Statutory authority for 
admission/refusal of entry, detention, 
removal of non‑citizens, carriers’ 

obligations, and record‑keeping under the 
Immigration Act, 2015 and Immigration 
Regulations, 2017. NIS is the core 
collector of deportation/removal data and 
issues operational circulars and 
occasional public updates. 

▪ Where to check/request: Home - Nigeria 
Immigration Service 

▪ Acts/Regulations and circulars: 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ Laws index (Immigration Act): 
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.ht
ml 

▪ Federal Ministry of Interior – 
supervisory/oversight ministry 

▪ Legal role: Oversees NIS and broader 
internal security/immigration policy. May 
hold aggregated reports and can release 
information or policy statements. 

▪ Portal: Ministry of Interior 

▪ National Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) – 
migration policy and coordination 

▪ Legal role: Leads migration policy 
coordination, 
return/readmission/reintegration SOPs, 
and protection referrals (including asylum 
pathways). Collects reception/referral 
statistics related to returns, including 

https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/I1.html
https://interior.gov.ng/
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some data touching deportations, and 
may publish policy reports/SOPs. 

▪ Portal: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ Policies: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies 

▪ Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) – consular 
returns/readmissions 

▪ Legal role: Coordinates missions on 
organized returns and readmission 
arrangements. Holds administrative 
records from missions on Nigerians 
returned/deported but has no express 
statutory duty to publicly publish 
deportation datasets. 

▪ Portal: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) – mass‑return reception 

(event‑based) 

▪ Legal role: During mass returns, 
coordinates reception and assistance; 
may collect operational tallies for those 
events. Not a standing publisher of 
deportation data. 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

▪ National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) – protection 
subset 

▪ Legal role: For identified trafficking victims 
among deportees/returnees, NAPTIP 
records case data on identification, 
assistance, and outcomes. It may publish 
aggregated victim‑assistance statistics, 
but these are not comprehensive 
deportation figures. 

▪ Acts and policies: 
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-
policies 

▪ Portal: NAPTIP – National Agency For 
The Prohibition Of Trafficking In Persons 

▪ Nigerian Correctional Service (NCoS) – 
detention subset (when court‑ordered) 

▪ Legal role: Maintains custody records for 
persons held pursuant to court orders, 
including non‑citizens in criminal custody 
related to immigration offences (not 
immigration holding per se). Not a 
deportation‑data publisher. 

▪ Portal: Nigerian Correctional Service 
Portal 

▪ National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) – 
potential aggregator (cross‑government data) 

▪ Legal role: National statistical authority; 
can compile administrative data produced 
by MDAs. There is no routine NBS series 
on deportation, but it can publish when 
data are provided by lead agencies. 

▪ Portal: Home | National Bureau of 
Statistics 

Transparency mechanism applicable to all public 
institutions 

▪ Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, 2011 

▪ Effect: Gives the public a right to request 
records (including deportation statistics) 
from NIS, Interior, NCFRMI, MFA, etc. 
This is disclosure-on-request, not a 
mandate for proactive public datasets. 

▪ Federal Ministry of Justice (FOI 
resources): Federal Ministry of Justice 

Bottom line 

▪ Collection: NIS is the primary legal custodian 
of deportation/removal data; Interior, 
NCFRMI, MFA, NAPTIP, and NEMA collect 
relevant subsets within their mandates. 

▪ Publication: No explicit statutory duty to 
routinely publish comprehensive deportation 
datasets. Public figures appear via agency 
press releases, policy reports, or FOI 
requests. 

▪ Where to look or file requests: 

▪ NIS: Home - Nigeria Immigration Service | 
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-
regulations 

▪ Ministry of Interior: Ministry of Interior 

▪ NCFRMI: https://ncfrmi.gov.ng 

▪ MFA: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

▪ NAPTIP: https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-
and-policies 

▪ NEMA mandate: About NEMA – NEMA 
Nigeria 

▪ FOI Act guide (MoJ): Federal Ministry of 
Justice 

https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/
https://ncfrmi.gov.ng/policies
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://naptip.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://corrections.gov.ng/
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://immigration.gov.ng/category/acts-regulations
https://interior.gov.ng/
https://foreignaffairs.gov.ng/
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://www.naptip.gov.ng/acts-and-policies
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://nema.gov.ng/about-nema/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
https://www.justice.gov.ng/
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7. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Accessing deportation data in Nigeria through 
access-to-information laws can be challenging. 
Nigeria has the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) 2011, which allows citizens to request 
information from public institutions. However, the 
effectiveness of this law can vary, and responses 
to requests may not always be timely or 
comprehensive. To obtain deportation data, you 
can: 1. Submit a FOIA Request: You can submit a 
formal request to the relevant government 
agency, such as the Nigeria Immigration Service 
(NIS). Ensure your request is clear and specific to 
increase the chances of a successful response. 
2. Visit Government Websites: Check the official 
websites of the Nigeria Immigration Service and 
other relevant agencies. They may publish reports 
or statistics related to deportation. 3. Contact 
NGOs and Research Organizations: 
Organizations that focus on human rights, 
migration, or legal aid may have access to such 
data or can guide you on how to obtain it. 
4. Media Reports: Sometimes, media outlets 
publish reports based on data obtained through 
investigative journalism or FOIA requests. 
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