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Post-Deportation Experiences

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed
descriptions of what happens to
individuals who are deported from the
U.S. to this country.

Individuals deported from the United States to
Panama face a complex and often precarious
situation upon arrival. Under a bilateral agreement
between the U.S. and Panama, these
deportees—many of whom are not Panamanian
nationals—are sent to Panama as a transit
country while repatriation to their countries of
origin is arranged. They typically originate from
regions such as Asia, the Middle East, Eastern
Europe, and Africa, often fleeing persecution, war,
or political repression.

Upon arrival, deportees are initially held in
temporary shelters or remote camps, such as the
San Vicente facility near the Darién Gap. These
conditions are often restrictive: reports indicate
that individuals are stripped of their phones,
denied access to legal counsel, and subjected to
poor humanitarian standards, drawing criticism
from human rights organizations. Some are later
released into Panama City with 30-day permits,
extendable up to 90 days, to seek acceptance in a
third country. However, many remain in legal
limbo, as Panama lacks a clear asylum process
and has explicitly stated it does not accept asylum
applications.

Humanitarian groups, such as Fe y Alegria, have
provided essential support by offering shelter,
food, and basic services—often converting
schools into temporary housing. Deportees may
receive Spanish lessons, internet access, and
meals, yet their futures remain uncertain. Some
attempt to apply for asylum through European
embassies or seek resettlement via UN agencies,
though success rates are low. Others express a
desire to return to the U.S., citing the absence of
viable alternatives and the severe dangers of
repatriation to their home countries, including
potential persecution or violence.

In summary, deported individuals in Panama
frequently encounter detention, abandonment,
and prolonged uncertainty, with limited legal
protections, scarce resources, and few options to
regularize their status or reunite with family. This
scenario underscores the humanitarian and legal

challenges of relying on third countries as
deportation intermediaries, a policy that has
persisted into late 2025 with ongoing reports of
migrant limbo.

Sources:

CBS News. (2025, March 9). Panama releases
detained deportees from the U.S. after human
rights criticism. Panama releases detained
deportees from the U.S. after human rights
criticism - CBS News

The Guardian. (2025, August 6). ‘This is no life’:
Trump deportees unable to return home left in
limbo in Panama. ‘This is no life’: Trump
deportees unable to return home left in limbo in
Panama | Panama | The Guardian

Newsroom Panama. (2025, April 20). Migrants
Deported by the US to Panama are Still Looking
for a Country to Call Home. Migrants Deported by
the US to Panama are Still Looking for a Country
to Call Home - Newsroom Panama

2. Resources: Explain the resources and
support available to deported
individuals in this country.

In Panama, deported individuals—whether
Panamanian nationals or foreign migrants
redirected through bilateral agreements like the
U.S.-Panama deportation program—encounter a
limited but evolving network of support systems
and reintegration initiatives. These efforts are
carried out by government agencies, international
organizations, NGOs, and community-based
groups, addressing humanitarian, legal, health,
and economic challenges amid strained
infrastructure and ongoing deportations.

The Panamanian government participates in the
MIRPS (Marco Integral Regional para la
Proteccion y Soluciones), a regional framework
coordinated by the Ministry of Government, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and ONPAR (Oficina
Nacional para la Atencion de Refugiados).
Through MIRPS, Panama commits to improving
access to protection, employment, education,
health, and social services for migrants, asylum
seekers, and host communities, including
enhanced registration systems and socio-
economic inclusion programs. Complementing
this, the Ministry of Health’s Plan para Fortalecer
la Atencion de Migrantes y Comunidades de
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/panama-releases-detained-deportees-us-human-rights-criticism/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/panama-releases-detained-deportees-us-human-rights-criticism/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/panama-releases-detained-deportees-us-human-rights-criticism/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/06/panama-migrants-trump-immigration
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/06/panama-migrants-trump-immigration
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/06/panama-migrants-trump-immigration
https://newsroompanama.com/2025/04/20/migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-panama-are-still-looking-for-a-country-to-call-home/
https://newsroompanama.com/2025/04/20/migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-panama-are-still-looking-for-a-country-to-call-home/
https://newsroompanama.com/2025/04/20/migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-panama-are-still-looking-for-a-country-to-call-home/
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Acogida 2024—-2030 focuses on strengthening
healthcare in high-migration areas like Darién and
Chiriqui, providing emergency relief, medical
services, and social assistance to vulnerable
groups.

International organizations fill critical gaps in state
capacity. The UNHCR supports Panama’s asylum
system by offering legal assistance, shelter, basic
services (including information on procedures and
risks), and advocacy for alternatives to detention,
while promoting inclusive policies. In 2025,
UNHCR requires $53.4 million to sustain
operations amid rising needs. HIAS Panama
provides legal aid, mental health support,
economic inclusion programs, and protection for
vulnerable groups such as survivors of gender-
based violence, serving over 43,900 people in
2024 with initiatives like safe housing and child
education at reception posts. The Pan American
Development Foundation (PADF), in partnership
with the Panamanian Red Cross, delivers
emergency humanitarian aid, employment
workshops, and job search support to promote
self-reliance.

Community and faith-based initiatives offer direct,
on-the-ground assistance. The Franciscan
Network for Migrants (RFM) operates shelters and
accompaniment programs in key areas like
Panama City, Chiriqui (near Costa Rica), and the
Darién border, providing food, hygiene kits,
clothing, temporary housing, and spiritual support.
Fe y Alegria, supported by international donors
like the Quixote Center, runs humanitarian
services including meal programs, repatriation
aid, health support, and temporary shelters—such
as in Panama City, where it has hosted U.S.
deportees since early 2025. Additionally, the
Talento sin Fronteras program—developed by
ManpowerGroup, HIAS, and UNHCR—offers
employability training, career advice, skills
workshops, and internships for refugees,
migrants, and Panamanians to foster social
cohesion and reintegration.

Despite these resources, challenges persist,
including limited asylum pathways and funding
shortages, highlighting the need for sustained
international cooperation.

Sources:

UNHCR. Panama. Panama | UNHCR

HIAS. Support For Refugees in Panama. HIAS
Panama | Support For Refugees In Panama |
HIAS

MIRPS. MIRPS in Panama. MIRPS in Panama -
MIRPS

Ministry of Health, Panama. (2024). Plan para
Fortalecer la Atencion a Migrantes y
Comunidades de Acogida en Panama 2024-2030.
Microsoft Word - Plan de Migrantes version para

imprenta

Franciscan Network for Migrants. (n.d.). Team
Panama. Team Panama | Red Franciscana

Fe y Alegria. (n.d.). Accompanying Migrants in
Panama. In the Darien Gap, Fe y Alegria is
accompanying migrants.

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any
gaps or lack of resources available to
deported individuals in this country.

Recent evaluations from organizations such as
UNHCR, HIAS, Refugees International, and
Panama’s Ministry of Health reveal significant
gaps in the support systems available to
individuals deported to Panama. These
assessments, based on official reports and field
data from 2024-2025, highlight structural and
humanitarian deficiencies that hinder reintegration
and the protection of deportees’ rights, particularly
amid U.S.-funded deportation flights that
continued into 2025.

One of the most critical gaps is the absence of a
formal, government-led reintegration program
specifically designed for deported individuals.
Although Panama participates in the MIRPS
(Comprehensive Regional Protection and
Solutions Framework), its national action plan
focuses primarily on refugees and asylum
seekers, with only limited commitments to social
protection and health. Implementation remains
constrained by capacity issues, with
achievements like issuing asylum seeker IDs and
work permits in 2024 falling short for deportees in
transit or limbo.

Humanitarian access has been increasingly
restricted, exacerbating vulnerabilities. Refugees
International reports that Panama limited the
presence of humanitarian organizations in key
migrant reception areas such as Lajas Blancas
and San Vicente, including the indefinite
suspension of Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
activities in March 2024—partially resumed in
October 2024 but fully concluded by August 2025
due to reduced migration flows. This led to a
sharp rise in untreated cases of sexual violence
and a general decline in health and safety
conditions for migrants and deportees.

Shelter and sanitation conditions are another
major concern. Reports from The New
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https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/panama?dataset=POP&yearsMode=range&selectedYears=%5B2012%2C2026%5D&level=OPR&category=PTY&fundingSource=ALS&compareBy=%5B%22category%22%5D&levelCompare=%5B%5B%22OPAN_MC_ABC%22%5D%5D&viewType=chart&chartType=bar&contextualDataset=BUD&tableDataView=absolute
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://mirps-platform.org/en/mirps-by-country/mirps-in-panama/
https://mirps-platform.org/en/mirps-by-country/mirps-in-panama/
https://www.minsa.gob.pa/sites/default/files/publicaciones/plan_para_fortalecer_la_atencion_de_migrantes_y_comunidades_de_acogida_en_panama_2024-2030.pdf
https://www.minsa.gob.pa/sites/default/files/publicaciones/plan_para_fortalecer_la_atencion_de_migrantes_y_comunidades_de_acogida_en_panama_2024-2030.pdf
https://redfranciscana.org/en/panama/
https://americanjesuitsinternational.org/project/accompanying-migrants-in-the-darien-gap/
https://americanjesuitsinternational.org/project/accompanying-migrants-in-the-darien-gap/
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Humanitarian and RET International describe how
migrants and deportees stranded in towns like
Miramar, Palenque, and reverse flows
(southbound after deportation) often sleep
outdoors or in abandoned buildings, without
access to clean water, sanitation, or medical care.
Local health posts lack doctors and essential
medications, and deportees must pay for drinking
water, increasing risks of disease and
dehydration.

Legal protection is severely limited. Despite
Panama’s international commitments, access to
asylum is extremely restricted, especially for non-
Latin American nationals from Asia, Africa, and
elsewhere. Many deported individuals are
unaware of their rights, lack necessary
documentation, or face screening backlogs,
leaving them in legal limbo without paths to
regularize status or reunite with family. Legal aid
from UNHCR and HIAS is available but scarce
and underfunded.

Economic inclusion programs exist but are not
widely accessible. Initiatives supported by HIAS
and UNHCR, such as job training and online
education, are often unavailable to deported
individuals lacking legal status or identification.
Barriers like bus fares ($40-60) strand deportees
at reception points, and the Ministry of Health’s
Plan para Fortalecer la Atencion de Migrantes y
Comunidades de Acogida 2024-2030 is still in
early stages with limited dedicated funding and
implementation in high-need areas like Darién

Finally, gender-based violence and mental health
risks are disproportionately high among women,
girls, and LGBTQ+ individuals. While
psychosocial support services like HIAS’s L.I.S.A.
hotline exist, coverage is limited, and many
survivors lack access to safe spaces or trauma-
informed care.

In summary, these gaps underscore the need for
enhanced international funding and policy reforms
to address the humanitarian crisis facing
deportees in Panama, as migration flows evolve
in 2025.

Sources:

MIRPS in Panama. MIRPS in Panama - MIRPS

Refugees International. (2024, October 11). After
the Darien: Aid and Pathways for Migrants in
Panama and Costa Rica. After the Darien: Aid
and Pathways for Migrants in Panama and Costa
Rica - Refugees International

UNHCR. (2025, June 2). Annual Results Report -
2024 Panama MCO.

https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2025-
06/Panama%2520MCQO%2520ARR%25202024.p
df

HIAS. Support For Refugees In Panama. HIAS
Panama | Support For Refugees In Panama |
HIAS

The New Humanitarian. (2025, June 19). The
challenges facing “invisible” reverse flow migrants
in Panama. The challenges facing “invisible”
reverse flow migrants in Panama

Ministry of Health, Panama. (2024). Plan para
Fortalecer la Atencion a Migrantes y
Comunidades de Acogida en Panama 2024-2030.
Microsoft Word - Plan de Migrantes version para

imprenta

Médecins Sans Frontieres. (2025, October 7).
MSF concludes activities for migrants in Panama.
MSF concludes activities for migrants in Panama |
MSF

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe
any efforts or initiatives being
considered or recently launched by
this country to assist deported
individuals.

Under a bilateral agreement signed on July 1,
2024, Panama and the United States launched a
U.S.-funded removal flight program to manage
irregular migration through the Darién region. This
initiative includes:

= Temporary housing for deported individuals in
hotels or shelters in Panama City and San
Vicente.

= Logistical coordination for onward repatriation
flights to countries of origin, funded by the
U.S. and organized by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM).

= Capacity-building and training for
Panamanian officials to ensure humane and
safe repatriation procedures.

Although the Panamanian government facilitates
these operations, it has clarified that the costs and
logistics are covered by international partners, not
by the state itself.

Also, Several NGOs and international
organizations are actively supporting deported
individuals and asylum seekers in Panama:
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https://mirps-platform.org/en/mirps-by-country/mirps-in-panama/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/after-the-darien-aid-and-pathways-for-migrants-in-panama-and-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/after-the-darien-aid-and-pathways-for-migrants-in-panama-and-costa-rica/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/after-the-darien-aid-and-pathways-for-migrants-in-panama-and-costa-rica/
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/Panama%2520MCO%2520ARR%25202024.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/Panama%2520MCO%2520ARR%25202024.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/Panama%2520MCO%2520ARR%25202024.pdf
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2025/06/19/challenges-invisible-reverse-flow-migrantion-panama-americas
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2025/06/19/challenges-invisible-reverse-flow-migrantion-panama-americas
https://www.minsa.gob.pa/sites/default/files/publicaciones/plan_para_fortalecer_la_atencion_de_migrantes_y_comunidades_de_acogida_en_panama_2024-2030.pdf
https://www.minsa.gob.pa/sites/default/files/publicaciones/plan_para_fortalecer_la_atencion_de_migrantes_y_comunidades_de_acogida_en_panama_2024-2030.pdf
https://www.msf.org/msf-concludes-activities-migrants-panama
https://www.msf.org/msf-concludes-activities-migrants-panama
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HIAS Panama

= Offers psychosocial support, legal guidance,
and community integration programs.

= Runs empowerment workshops for women
and LGBTQ+ individuals.

= Strengthens community-based responses to
gender-based violence.

UNHCR Panama

= Provides legal assistance, refugee status
determination guidance, and referrals to
shelters.

= Supports the Creciendo Juntos program in
partnership with the Ciudad del Saber
Foundation, offering: Job training,
Entrepreneurship support and Continuing
education workshops.

Fe y Alegria

= Operates migrant shelters in Panama City,
offering food, clothing, hygiene services, and
temporary accommodation.

= Collaborates with UNICEF to assist families
with children, including access to
psychosocial care and basic health services

Sources:

U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
(2024, July 1). United States Signs
Arrangement with Panama to Implement
Removal Flight Program. United States Signs
Arrangement with Panama to Implement Removal

Flight Program | Homeland Security

AP News (2025, February 13). Panama to
Return 119 Migrants Deported from the US
after Serving as a ‘Bridge’. US deports 119
migrants from a variety of nations to Panama | AP
News

HIAS. Panama. https://hias.org/where/panama/

UNHCR. Panama. HIAS Panama | Support For
Refugees In Panama | HIAS

U.S. Embassy in Panama. (2025, May 6).
U.S.-Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants. U.S.-
Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants - U.S.
Embassy in Panama

Human Rights Watch. (2025, April 24).
“Nobody Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US

Expulsion of Third-Country Nationals to
Panama. “Nobody Cared, Nobody Listened”: The
US Expulsion of Third-Country Nationals to
Panama | HRW

5. National Law: Identify laws,
regulations, or policies in this country
that govern the reception or
reintegration of deported individuals.

The primary government body responsible for
refugee and migrant affairs is the Oficina Nacional
para la Atencion de Refugiados (ONPAR), under
the Ministry of Government. ONPAR is tasked
with receiving and processing applications for
refugee status and managing related
administrative procedures, including the renewal
of identity documents. However, Panama does
not currently have a dedicated national law or
reintegration policy specifically for deported
individuals. Instead, deportees are processed
under general migration and humanitarian
protocols, often in coordination with international
partners.

Panama adheres to several international
instruments that shape its obligations toward
deported individuals and migrants:

= The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967
Protocol, which establish the principle of non-
refoulement and the right to seek asylum.

= The International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the American
Convention on Human Rights, which
guarantee due process and humane
treatment.

= The Migration Governance Framework
(MiGOF), promoted by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), which
encourages rights-based migration
governance and reintegration strategies.

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether
this country has specific legal
protections for deported individuals
regarding access to health, housing,
employment, or education.

Panama does not have a single, comprehensive
legal framework specifically dedicated to the
reintegration of deported individuals.

Panama
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https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2024/07/01/united-states-signs-arrangement-panama-implement-removal-flight-program
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2024/07/01/united-states-signs-arrangement-panama-implement-removal-flight-program
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news/2024/07/01/united-states-signs-arrangement-panama-implement-removal-flight-program
https://apnews.com/article/panama-us-migrants-mulino-trump-0460f98743706ae20fd3914f827b67a9
https://apnews.com/article/panama-us-migrants-mulino-trump-0460f98743706ae20fd3914f827b67a9
https://apnews.com/article/panama-us-migrants-mulino-trump-0460f98743706ae20fd3914f827b67a9
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://hias.org/where/panama/
https://pa.usembassy.gov/u-s-panama-migration-mou-facilitates-48-deportation-flights-of-illegal-migrants/
https://pa.usembassy.gov/u-s-panama-migration-mou-facilitates-48-deportation-flights-of-illegal-migrants/
https://pa.usembassy.gov/u-s-panama-migration-mou-facilitates-48-deportation-flights-of-illegal-migrants/
https://pa.usembassy.gov/u-s-panama-migration-mou-facilitates-48-deportation-flights-of-illegal-migrants/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
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7. Detention or Procedures: Assess
whether deported individuals face
detention, or screening, upon arrival in
this country.

Many individuals deported from the United States
to Panama—primarily non-Panamanian nationals
from regions like Asia, Africa, and the Middle
East—are initially subjected to administrative
detention in temporary immigration shelters or
camps, particularly in remote areas such as the
Darién region. These facilities, often referred to as
albergues (migrant reception stations), function as
ad hoc detention centers where deportees are
screened and processed under Panama’s
immigration laws. Reports from the Global
Detention Project confirm that Panama regulates
migration-related detention through Law Decree
No. 3 of 2008 and Executive Decree No. 320 of
2008, utilizing both dedicated centers in Panama
City and informal border facilities for
administrative holding.

Upon arrival, deportees undergo screening for
security risks, identity verification, and repatriation
feasibility, often coordinated by Panamanian
authorities with support from the International
Organization for Migration (IOM). This process
includes assessments to determine if individuals
can be repatriated directly to their home countries
or require further international coordination. In
practice, under the 2024 US-Panama bilateral
agreement, deportees have faced restrictive
conditions: reports indicate confiscation of
personal items like phones, denial of immediate
access to legal counsel, and holding in
overcrowded or unsanitary camps such as San
Vicente near the Darién Gap.

Those unwilling or unable to return to their home
countries—often due to fears of persecution, war,
or violence—are sometimes transferred to
guarded camps for further processing or released
into Panama City with temporary stay permits of
30 days, extendable up to 90 days, to seek third-
country options. Following human rights criticism,
Panama released dozens of deportees from
detention in March 2025, allowing them to remain
in limbo while pursuing asylum or resettlement.
UNHCR assists by registering asylum-seekers to
shield them from further detention or deportation,
though access to formal asylum procedures
remains limited and inadmissibility rates high
(e.g., 98% in recent years).

Detention is non-punitive in law and capped at 18
months, with prohibitions on detaining children
under 18 (placed in alternative care instead).
However, human rights concerns persist,

including arbitrary detentions, punitive elements in
practice, lack of legal aid, and poor conditions in
border facilities, as highlighted by treaty bodies
and UN rapporteurs in 2025.

In summary, deported individuals in Panama
typically face initial administrative detention and
screening upon arrival, with potential for release
under temporary permits, but the process is
marred by humanitarian challenges and limited
protections as of November 2025.

Sources:

Human Rights Watch. (2025, April 24). “Nobody
Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US Expulsion of
Third-Country Nationals to Panama. “Nobody
Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US Expulsion of
Third-Country Nationals to Panama | HRW

Apple News. (2025, February 27). Migrants in
limbo in Panama jungle camp after being
deported from the US. Migrants in limbo in
Panama jungle camp after being deported from

US | Reuters

Apple News. (2025, February 19). Migrants in
Panama deported from US moved to Darien
jungle region. Migrants in Panama deported from
US moved to Darien jungle region | Reuters

Voice of America. (2025, March 9). Panama
releases dozens of detained deportees from US
into limbo. Panama releases dozens of detained
deportees from US into limbo

UNHCR. (2025, June 2). Annual Results Report -
2024 Panama MCO.
5.1.1 _Annual Results Report

Global Detention Project. (n.d., content up to
2025). Panama Immigration Detention Profile.
countries - Global Detention Project | Mapping
immigration detention around the world

8. Identity Documents: Review what
legal mechanisms exist in this country
for deported individuals to recover or
renew their national identification
documents.

Panama provides legal mechanisms for deported
individuals — especially Panamanian nationals —
to recover or renew their national identification
documents (cédula), both within the country and
through consulates abroad. These processes are
managed by the Tribunal Electoral (TE), the
national authority responsible for civil
identification.
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https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/migrants-limbo-panama-jungle-camp-after-being-deported-us-2025-02-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/migrants-limbo-panama-jungle-camp-after-being-deported-us-2025-02-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/migrants-limbo-panama-jungle-camp-after-being-deported-us-2025-02-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/migrants-panama-deported-us-moved-darien-jungle-region-2025-02-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/migrants-panama-deported-us-moved-darien-jungle-region-2025-02-19/
https://www.voanews.com/a/panama-releases-dozens-of-detained-deportees-from-us-into-limbo/8004560.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/panama-releases-dozens-of-detained-deportees-from-us-into-limbo/8004560.html
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/Panama%20MCO%20ARR%202024.pdf
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/panama
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/panama
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The process can be carried out in person or with a
legal authorization/allowance or power of attorney
document. The steps are as follows:

1. Visit the TE website or local office.

2. Submit personal data (name, ID number, date
of birth).

3. Indicate if the ID was lost or stolen;
4. Pay afee (approx. $65);

5. Receive the new cedula within 3-5 business
days.

For IDs issued after January 1999, that are in the
TE’s database, the procedures may be
undertaken outside Panama, in Panamanian
Consulates (available in: Washington D.C., New
York, Miami, Houston, Los Angeles, Madrid).

Note: Youth ID upgrades must be done in
Panama.

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status
of individuals upon deportation to this
country? Are they subject to any
administrative or judicial procedures?

Panama classifies these individuals as transit
migrants, meaning they are not intended to
remain permanently but are expected to be
repatriated to their countries of origin.

The migrants deported from the US on February
2025, which did not accept returning to their
country of origin were initially granted 90-day
humanitarian stay permits, followed by six-month
work permits if they remain in Panama in order to
apply for asylum or to return to their country of
origin on their on. These permits do not grant the
migrants permanent residency or asylum status
and are subject to revocation or expiration.

Many of these migrants have not requested
asylum in Panama, hoping to apply for asylum in
the US.

No information was giver to their situation after
the expiration of these permits.

Sources:

Library of Congress. (2024, July 22). Panama-
United States: Agreement Reached on Joint
Repatriation Program.
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-
monitor/2024-07-22/panama-united-states-
agreement-reached-on-joint-repatriation-program/

Human Rights Research. (2025, June 5). The
U.S.’s lllegal Migrant Deportations to Panama.
The U.S'’s lllegal Migrant Deportations to Panama

Human Rights Watch. (2025, April 24). “Nobody
Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US Expulsion of
Third-Country Nationals to Panama. “Nobody
Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US Expulsion of
Third-Country Nationals to Panama | HRW

U.S. Embassy in Panama. (2025, May 6). U.S.-
Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants. U.S.-
Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants - U.S.
Embassy in Panama

The Guardian. (2025, August 6). ‘This is no life’:
Trump deportees unable to return home left in
limbo in Panama. ‘This is no life’: Trump
deportees unable to return home left in limbo in
Panama | Panama | The Guardian

New York Magazine. (2025, October 14). What
Happened to the Migrants the U.S. Dumped in
Panama?. What Happened to the Migrants the
U.S. Dumped in Panama?

CNN. (2025, March 7). Panama offers temporary
reprieve for 112 migrants deported by US.
Panama offers temporary reprieve for 112
migrants deported by US | CNN

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources

1. Organizations: Identify all the
organizations in this country that
provide legal or non-legal assistance
to deported individuals. Include:

— Name of organization

— Mission

— Type of service and resources
they provide

— Data on the number of individuals
helped

— Other organizations they partner
with

1. HIAS Panama

Mission: To protect refugees and displaced
people, helping them rebuild their lives in
safety and dignity.

Panama
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Care for Migrants

Services & Resources:

Legal support (rights education, access to
protective services, assistance navigating
legal systems)

Mental health care (community-based
psychosocial programs)

Economic empowerment (livelihoods,
employability training, entrepreneurship
support)

Protection against gender-based violence
Impact:

Panama hosts over 205,000 displaced
people, including 6,000+ refugees and 34,000
asylum seekers.

HIAS has operated in Panama since 2010.
Partners:

UNHCR

UN Women

ECHO (EU Humanitarian Aid)

AECID (Spanish Agency for International
Development Cooperation)

Hilton Foundation
Manpower Group (for employability programs)
UNHCR Panama (ACNUR)

Mission: To protect and assist refugees and
asylum seekers, ensuring they can exercise
their rights.

Services & Resources:

Legal guidance and support for refugee status
recognition

Coordination with ONPAR (Panama’s refugee
office)

Advocacy for access to territory and
protection from forced return

Referrals to shelters, health services, and
employment programs

Partners:

ONPAR (Oficina Nacional para la Atencion de
Refugiados)

Ciudad del Saber Foundation

/ KEEP

®  FAMILIES
TOGETHER

NRC (Norwegian Refugee Council)
HIAS
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) — Panamé

Mission: To protect the rights of displaced
people and promote access to international
protection.

Services & Resources:

Free legal assistance and guidance for
asylum seekers

Support for access to refugee status
determination (RSD)

Filing legal remedies and appeals
Partners:

ONPAR

UNHCR

Ciudad del Saber Foundation

Mission: To foster humanitarian action,
innovation, and sustainable development
through collaboration.

Services & Resources:

“Creciendo Juntos” program (with UNHCR):
training, mentoring, and guidance in
education, employability, and
entrepreneurship

Safe spaces for refugee integration

Partners:

UNHCR

Local NGOs and international organizations
Hogar Luisa (Centro de Apoyo Integral — CAl)

Mission: Catholic Church shelter offering
comprehensive support to migrants and
refugees.

Services & Resources:
Temporary accommodation

Legal, psychological, social, and pastoral
support

Partners:
Movilidad Humana Panama

UNHCR

Panama
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2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported
individuals?

The government does not guarantee universal
legal aid for all deportees, especially those
without refugee or asylum status.

= Through ONPAR and UNHCR partnerships,
the Country gives refugee legal support.

3. International Norms: Has this country
incorporated international human
rights or refugee law standards into its
legal framework for deported or
returned individuals?

= Yes, Panama has incorporated international
human rights and refugee law standards into
its legal framework for deported and returned
individuals, particularly through its asylum
system and immigration policies. Panama is a
signatory to key international treaties,
including:

1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967
Protocol

American Convention on Human Rights
Cartagena Declaration on Refugees

= These instruments have shaped Panama’s
domestic laws to:

Prohibit refoulement (forced return to danger)

Guarantee due process and access to legal
counsel

Recognize expanded refugee definitions,
including those fleeing generalized violence
or public disorder

= In practical terms, Panama’s legal framework
includes:

A formal asylum application process through
the National Immigration Service (SNM)

Rights for asylum seekers to remain in the
country during application review

Access to legal representation, often
supported by NGOs

Recognition of complementary protection for
those not meeting strict refugee criteria but
still facing serious risk

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for
deported individuals?

Yes, Panama offers legal education and rights-
awareness programs for deported individuals,
primarily through NGOs and international
partnerships. There can be included:

HIAS Panama

Quixote Center & Franciscan Network for
Migrants (RFM)

Global Brigades Panama

Multilateral Cooperation

1. Access to Belongings: Identify
programs or resources that allow
deported individuals to recover
belongings left behind in the U.S.

There are no formal programs specifically
designed to help deported individuals recover
possessions left behind in the US, such as
personal belongings, documents, or assets
abandoned during detention or removal. Reports
from 2025 indicate that deportees to Panama
often lose access to items confiscated during US
detention (e.g., phones, wallets), with complaints
of lost or destroyed property being difficult to
resolve post-deportation due to limited recourse
from abroad. Humanitarian organizations like Fe y
Alegria and UNICEF provide immediate aid upon
arrival, such as temporary shelter, food, clothing,
and basic hygiene items, but they do not facilitate
recovery of US-based belongings. Instead,
deportees are advised to act proactively while in
US custody: appoint a trusted agent via power of
attorney (POA) to retrieve items, or file claims with
US immigration authorities for lost property.
Panama’s asylum infrastructure remains under-
resourced, with minimal screening capacity,
leaving many deportees stranded without
pathways to reclaim property or regularize status.
As of November 2025, no bilateral mechanisms
address this gap.

American Immigration Council. (2025, January).
Deported with No Possessions: The Loss and
Destruction of Migrants’ Belongings in U.S.

Panama
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Immigration Detention.
deported with no possessions.pdf

NBC San Diego. (2025, January 31). What
Happens to People’s Belongings When They’re
Deported? https://www.nbcsandiego.com/nbc-7-
responds-2/what-happens-to-peoples-belongings-
when-theyre-deported/3737261/

DHS. (2025, May 5). DHS Announces Historic
Travel Assistance and Stipend for Voluntary Self-
Deportation. DHS Announces Historic Travel
Assistance and Stipend for Voluntary Self-
Deportation | Homeland Security

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for
deported individuals to recover
property, wages, or financial assets
from the U.S. after returning to this
country?

There are no formal bilateral legal mechanisms
between Panama and the US specifically
designed to facilitate the recovery of property,
wages, or financial assets post-deportation.
However, deported individuals retain ownership of
US-based assets (e.g., homes, vehicles, bank
accounts) and can access them remotely or
through representatives. Key options include
appointing a trusted agent via power of attorney
(POA) while in US custody to manage assets,
withdraw funds, contest civil forfeitures, or file
unpaid wage claims with the US Department of
Labor. Many banks allow international access via
apps or wire transfers, though some may restrict
based on immigration status. Legal aid
organizations recommend proactive planning, as
navigating these from Panama is challenging
without US representation. As of November 2025,
no Panama-specific updates have emerged, but
general US immigration resources apply.

Sources:

NBC Miami. (2025, March 31). What Happens to
People’s Assets If They Are Deported?
https://www.nbcmiami.com/responds/what-
happens-to-peoples-assets-if-they-are-
deported/3579838/

LawlInfo. (2025, November 7). How To Withdraw
Money From Your Bank Account If You Are
Deported. How To Withdraw Money From Your
Bank Account if You Are Deported | LawInfo

NIWAP Library. (2025). Protecting Assets & Child
Custody in the Face of Deportation. Deportation
Manual 2

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral
agreements or memoranda of
understanding between the US and
this country on repatriation, and
summarize their key provisions.

The primary bilateral agreement is a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed on
July 1, 2024, establishing a US-funded foreign
assistance program to support Panama in
repatriating foreign nationals lacking legal status
in its territory. Key provisions include logistical
and financial support for removal flights
(approximately $14M total, including $2.7M for
flights and tickets), training for Panamanian
officials, and capacity-building to ensure safe,
humane, and effective repatriation procedures.
Implementation began in February 2025, with
Panama serving as a transit country for US-
deported migrants from nations like China, India,
Iran, and Uzbekistan, coordinating their onward
repatriation to origins. By May 2025, the MOU had
facilitated 48 deportation flights and 20 airline
tickets. Additional 2025 agreements include an
April MOU allowing US forces at Panamanian
facilities for security cooperation, indirectly
supporting migration enforcement.

Sources:

U.S. Embassy in Panama. (2025, May 6). U.S.-
Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants. U.S.-
Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants - U.S.
Embassy in Panama

U.S. Department of Homeland Security. (2024,
July 1). United States Signs Arrangement with
Panama to Implement Removal Flight Program.
United States Signs Arrangement with Panama to
Implement Removal Flight Program | Homeland

Security

Library of Congress. (2024, July 22). Panama-
United States: Agreement Reached on Joint
Repatriation Program.
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-
monitor/2024-07-22/panama-united-states-
agreement-reached-on-joint-repatriation-program/

Refugee Rights. (2024, July 1). U.S. Funding of
Deportations From Panama is Unprecedented
and Deeply Concerning. U.S. Funding of
Deportations From Panama is Unprecedented
and Deeply Concerning | International Refugee
Assistance Project
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NDTA. (2025, April 11). Panama Authorizes US
Armed Forces to Operate from Three Key Air and
Naval Facilities. Panama Authorizes US Armed
Forces to Operate from Three Key Air and Naval
Facilities - National Defense Transportation
Association

Human Rights Watch. (2025, April 24). “Nobody
Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US Expulsion of
Third-Country Nationals to Panama. “Nobody
Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US Expulsion of
Third-Country Nationals to Panama | HRW

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review
this country’s international obligations
for ensuring safe and dignified
repatriation.

Panama is obligated under international law to
ensure repatriation is voluntary, safe, and
dignified, respecting human rights. Key
instruments include the 1951 Refugee Convention
and its 1967 Protocol, prohibiting refoulement
(return to danger); the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), safeguarding
against arbitrary detention and ensuring due
process; and the American Convention on Human
Rights, mandating humane treatment and non-
discrimination. Panama also adheres to the
Global Compact for Migration, committing to
dignified returns, reintegration support, and
cooperation on migration management. UN
guidelines from IOM and UNHCR require access
to legal aid, consular support, protection
screening, and assistance for vulnerable groups
(e.g., children, GBV survivors), with 2025 reports
urging Panama to bolster asylum procedures
amid US deportations. Despite these, 2025 UN
assessments note implementation gaps, including
refoulement risks.

Sources:

UNHCR. Panama. Panama | UNHCR US

OHCHR. (2025, February 26). End of Visit
Statement — Panama (13 to 19 February 2025).
SRMigrantsEndofVisitStatement Panama ENG.p

df

UN Human Rights Council. (2025, May 15).
A/HRC/59/49/Add.2: Visit to Panama. Document
Viewer

Refugees International. (2025, February 20). In
Apparent Quid Pro Quo Deal, Panama and Costa
Rica Facilitating U.S.-Sponsored Human Rights
Violations of Asylum Seekers. In Apparent Quid
Pro Quo Deal, Panama and Costa Rica

Facilitating U.S.-Sponsored Human Rights
Violations of Asylum Seekers - Refugees
International

CEJIL. (2025, August). Situation of People in
Human Mobility in Panama. 2025-04-07-
Alternative-report-MH-PN.pdf

IOM. (2025, March 28). IOM’s Appeal towards the
Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan for
the Venezuela Situation 2025. |OM’s Appeal
towards the Regional Refugee and Migrant
Response Plan (to the Venezuela Situation) 2025
| Global Crisis Response Platform

5. Describe the role of this country’s
consulates in the US in supporting
deported nationals.

Panama’s consulates in the United States play a
critical role in supporting Panamanian nationals
before and after deportation, offering a range of
consular services aimed at protecting their rights
and facilitating a safe return. Prior to removal,
consulates assist detained individuals by
conducting visits to detention centers, issuing
emergency travel documents such as temporary
passports when originals are missing or
confiscated, providing legal guidance, helping
locate attorneys, and intervening with U.S.
immigration authorities to ensure humane
treatment and due process. After deportation,
consulates coordinate with Panamanian
authorities for repatriation logistics, including
reception upon arrival, and may refer individuals
to reintegration services or humanitarian aid
through partnerships with organizations like the
Ministry of Social Development. Additional
services include civil registry functions (such as
registering births or deaths abroad), notarial
services, consular registration for tracking
nationals, and facilitating communication with
family members.

These consulates maintain official websites—
such as the Embassy of Panama in Washington,
D.C., the Consulate General in New York, and
others—where nationals can access forms,
contact information, service details, and
emergency hotlines. Amid heightened US
deportations in 2025, consulates continue to
provide these supports, though they cannot
prevent deportations and focus on advocacy and
documentation
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Sources:

Embassy of Panama in the United States. (2025).
Consular Services. Information on the DC
Consulate — EOP

Embassy of Panama in the United States. (2025).
Consulates of Panama in the USA. Consulates of
Panama in the USA — EOP

Embassies.info. (2025). Consulate General of
Panama in New York City. Consulate General of
Panama in New York City

Click2Visas. (2025). Panamanian Consulate in
USA. Panamanian Consulate in Usa | Blog |
Click2visas

Deportation Data

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data
on the number of individuals deported
from the U.S. to this country from
November 2024 to present.

Between November 2024 to present, the United
States deported a total of 299 individuals to
Panama under the bilateral migration agreement.
These deportations occurred via three military
charter flights landing at Panama Pacifico
International Airport (BLB), formerly Howard Air
Force Base, between February 12 and 15, 2025.
The deportees were primarily non-Panamanian
nationals from countries such as Afghanistan,
China, India, Iran, Uzbekistan, and various African
nations, who could not be directly repatriated due
to diplomatic barriers. No additional US-to-
Panama deportations have been reported since
February 2025; subsequent figures (e.g., 1,969
individuals repatriated by May 2025) refer to
onward removals from Panama to other countries,
facilitated by US funding. Overall US deportations
in 2025 exceeded 527,000 nationwide, but
Panama-specific arrivals remain limited to the
initial 299.

Sources:

Migrants Deported to Panama | Latina Republic

“Nobody Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US
Expulsion of Third-Country Nationals to Panama |
HRW

US deports to Panama nearly 120 migrants of
different nationalities | Reuters

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the
airports or locations in this country
where deportation flights from the
U.S. are arriving during the same
period.

Migrants are mainly being sent to two locations
after their arrival in Panama:

a) the Decapolis Hotel, a luxury hotel located in
the City of Panama; and

b) the San Vicente Immigration Center, Darién
Province

Located near Meteti, in the Darién jungle
Sources:

Inside the Five-Star Hotel Where Deported
Migrants Are Awaiting Their Fate - Newsweek

Nearly 300 Deportees from US Trapped in
Panama Hotel Seek Help

‘Help us’: Hundreds deported from US held in
Panama hotel

The U.S.’s lllegal Migrant Deportations to Panama

Migrants Deported to Panama Jungle Camp Face
Uncertain Future - The New York Times

Detention centre - Global Detention Project |
Mapping immigration detention around the world

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals:
List the major cities in this country
where deported individuals are
resettled after arrival.

Upon arrival, deported individuals have been
initially held or resettled in two main locations,
which are not formal resettlement cities but
temporary holding sites:

= Panama City: Many were housed at the
Decapolis Hotel, a luxury facility converted
into a temporary custody center, where they
were confined with limited freedom of
movement.

= Meteti (Darién Province): Others were
transferred to the San Vicente Immigration
Center, a remote migrant reception camp in
the Darién jungle region, near the Colombian
border, where conditions have been criticized
for being restrictive and inadequate.
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https://click2visas.com/us/blog/usa-panama-panamanian-consulate-in-usa/
https://click2visas.com/us/blog/usa-panama-panamanian-consulate-in-usa/
https://latinarepublic.com/2025/02/17/migrants-deported-by-the-u-s-begin-arriving-in-panama/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-deports-panama-nearly-120-migrants-different-nationalities-2025-02-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-deports-panama-nearly-120-migrants-different-nationalities-2025-02-13/
https://www.newsweek.com/inside-five-star-hotel-where-deported-migrants-are-awaiting-their-fate-2032899
https://www.newsweek.com/inside-five-star-hotel-where-deported-migrants-are-awaiting-their-fate-2032899
https://www.visaverge.com/news/nearly-300-deportees-from-us-trapped-in-panama-hotel-seek-help/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/nearly-300-deportees-from-us-trapped-in-panama-hotel-seek-help/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rndygqll7o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3rndygqll7o
https://www.humanrightsresearch.org/post/the-u-s-s-illegal-migrant-deportations-to-panama
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/28/world/americas/panama-migrants-deportees.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/28/world/americas/panama-migrants-deportees.html
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/panama/detention-centres/2785/san-vicente-migrant-reception-centre
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/panama/detention-centres/2785/san-vicente-migrant-reception-centre
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No widespread resettlement to other major cities
(e.g., Colon or David) has been reported, as
Panama treats these individuals as transit
migrants awaiting repatriation or third-country
options.

Source:

U.S.-Panama Migration MOU Facilitates 48
Deportation Flights of lllegal Migrants - U.S.
Embassy in Panama

4. Demographics: Summarize
demographic data (age, gender,
family status, education level, years in
the U.S. of deported individuals to this
country, if available.

Complete demographics on the 299 migrants
deported from the US to Panama on February
2025 is not available. However, the non-profit
organization Human Rights Watch has managed
to interview 48 of those individuals and gathered
the following summary:

= Gender: 15 men, 32 women, and 1 child were
interviewed from the group.

= Age Range: Mostly young adults, including
individuals in their 20s and 30s. Example: a
21-year-old Afghan woman and a 27-year-old
Iranian woman.

= Family Status: Mixed: some were single
individuals, others were parents or couples.

= Education Level: Varied: included
professionals such as a data scientist from
Afghanistan and a construction contractor
from Iran.

= Years in the U.S.: Most had recently crossed
the U.S. border in January or early February
2025. Many were detained for days to weeks
before deportation.

The full paper on these interviews is available on:

“Nobody Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US
Expulsion of Third-Country Nationals to Panama |
HRW

Additional information:

Migrants deported by the US to Panama are still
looking for a country to call home - The World
from PRX

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the
main legal or administrative grounds
for deportations to this country (e.g.,
visa overstay, criminal records, border
detention).

The US Government justifies the deportation of
migrants from the US due to the illegal status of
their migration into the US. The event that lead to
the deportation of 299 migrants in February 2025
is preceded by the declaration on January 20,
2025, by the US President, declaring an
“‘invasion” at the U.S.-Mexico border and
suspending the right to seek asylum for
individuals crossing the border “illegally.”

Based on the interviews carried out by the non-
profit Human Rights Watch, none of the 48
interviewed deportees were given a fair hearing or
legal counsel before removal.

Their removal to Panama results from the Joint
Repatriation Program signed by Panama and US
in 2024, expanded in February 2025, allowing
Panama to receive third-country nationals
deported from the U.S. who could not be returned
directly to their home countries due to diplomatic
or logistical barrier.

Sources:

“Nobody Cared, Nobody Listened”: The US
Expulsion of Third-Country Nationals to Panama |
HRW

Panama-United States: Agreement Reached on
Joint Repatriation Program | Library of Congress

6. Transparency Rules: Determine
whether this country has laws
requiring the publication or public
reporting of deportation data.

Panama’s National Migration Service (SNM)
manages deportation procedures and immigration
enforcement. The legal framework allows for
administrative discretion in deportation cases and
does not obligate SNM to release detailed public
data on deportations.

Reporting is typically internal or shared with
international partners like the International
Organization for Migration - |IOM or United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees -
UNHCR, but not systematically published for
public access.
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https://pa.usembassy.gov/u-s-panama-migration-mou-facilitates-48-deportation-flights-of-illegal-migrants/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/04/18/migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-panama-are-still-looking-for-a-country-to-call-home
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/04/18/migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-panama-are-still-looking-for-a-country-to-call-home
https://theworld.org/stories/2025/04/18/migrants-deported-by-the-us-to-panama-are-still-looking-for-a-country-to-call-home
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/04/24/nobody-cared-nobody-listened/the-us-expulsion-of-third-country-nationals-to
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2025-03-13/panama-united-states-agreement-reached-on-joint-repatriation-program/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2025-03-13/panama-united-states-agreement-reached-on-joint-repatriation-program/
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Panama collaborates with organizations like the
Global Detention Project and IOM to provide
migration-related statistics, but these are often
aggregated and limited in scope.

Sources:

Migration Data and Research | OIM Panama

countries - Global Detention Project | Mapping
immigration detention around the world

Panama: A “Bridge” Serving Trump’s Sweeping
Deportation Plans

migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/
mpi-institutional-legal-framework-panama.pdf

7. Government Sources: Identify which
agencies in this country are legally
responsible for collecting and
publishing deportation data.

The National Migration Service (SNM), under the
Ministry of Public Security, is the primary agency
responsible for collecting deportation data,
managing procedures, and enforcing immigration
laws. SNM may share aggregated data with
international bodies like IOM or UNHCR but is not
obligated to publish it publicly. The Ministry of
Public Security oversees broader coordination,
including with US partners.

Panama: Government Reporting Requirement
Enforced; Strict Penalties May Apply | Fragomen,
Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP

ICE Tip Form | ICE

SRMigrantsEndofVisitStatement Panama_ ENG.p
df

U.S. Funding of Deportations From Panama is
Unprecedented and Deeply Concerning |
International Refugee Assistance Project

8. Freedom of Information: Assess
whether deportation data can be
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country.

Yes, deportation data can potentially be
requested under Panama’s access-to-information
law, Law No. 6 of January 22, 2002, which
promotes transparency in public administration
and defines “information of free access” as non-
confidential administrative records, statistics, and
reports. Requests can be filed with SNM or the
Ministry of Public Security, with responses
required within 30 days (extendable to 60 for
complex cases); if denied, appeals are possible
via the National Transparency and Access to
Information Authority (ANTAI). However, data
may be restricted if it involves personal or
sensitive information under data protection laws.

Sources:

Panama - United States Department of State

Will Panama’s Data Protection Law Become a
Model? — Inter-American Dialogue

Necessary and Proportionate
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