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Paraguay

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
U.S. to this country. 

1. Reasons and Deportation Process 

In 2025, six Paraguayan citizens have been 
deported from the U.S., mainly due to 
irregular entry (unauthorized immigration). 
Deportations are carried out via commercial 
flights, and individuals are not handcuffed or 
escorted by law enforcement, which differs 
from the treatment of deportees from other 
countries. 

The U.S. government covers all costs related 
to the deportation, including airfare, so 
Paraguay does not bear financial 
responsibility. 

2. Arrival and Reception in Paraguay 

Deportees arrive at Silvio Pettirossi 
International Airport. Upon arrival, they are 
received by immigration authorities, but there 
is no formal reintegration protocol in place to 
support them immediately. 

3. Social and Economic Reintegration 

The Secretariat for the Development of 
Repatriated and Refugee Nationals 
(SEDERREC) is responsible for assisting 
returnees, but it faces several challenges: 

Lack of reliable data on deportees. 

Slow and uncoordinated processes. 

Insufficient services to support reintegration. 

With support from the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), pilot 
programs have been launched that include: 

Socioeconomic profiling of returnees. 

Microenterprise and entrepreneurship 
training. 

Gender-sensitive and human rights-based 
approaches to reintegration. 

4. Consular and Community Support 

During the deportation process in the U.S., 
Paraguayan nationals go through immigration 
court proceedings and receive assistance 
from Paraguayan consulates. Paraguayan 
communities in cities like Los Angeles and 
New York have created support networks 
involving social organizations, churches, and 
legal aid groups. 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

1. Government Programs 

▪ “Welcome Home” Program 
Paraguay offers assistance to returning 
nationals through this initiative. It 
provides: 

▪ Repatriation certificate for access to 
property rights and nationality for 
children. 

▪ Tax exemptions for importing 
personal belongings and vehicles. 

▪ Travel subsidies for vulnerable 
groups. 

▪ Business support programs to help 
returnees integrate into the formal 
labor market or start businesses. 
[ohchr.org] 

▪ Social Services 

These include repatriation subsidies and 
coordination with local authorities to 
ensure permanent settlement and access 
to basic services. 

2. NGOs and International Organizations 

▪ UNHCR (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees) 
While primarily focused on refugees and 
asylum seekers, UNHCR also supports 
displaced individuals and returnees by: 

▪ Facilitating local integration. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay


 

Paraguay 
3 

▪ Promoting self-reliance through small 
business initiatives. 

▪ Providing information and referrals 
via its HELP platform. [unhcr.org] 

▪ Human Rights NGOs 

▪ Amnistía Internacional Paraguay and 
Codehupy (Human Rights 
Coordinator of Paraguay) advocate 
for migrant rights and provide legal 
and social support. [ngobase.org] 

▪ Faith-based and community organizations 
often assist with food, shelter, and 
reintegration, though these are less 
formalized. 

3. Legal Aid 

▪ Public Defence Office (Ministerio de la 
Defensa Pública) 
Offers free legal assistance to vulnerable 
individuals, including deportees, ensuring 
due process rights. [rightsinexile.org] 

▪ CONARE (Comisión Nacional de 
Apátridas y Refugiados) 
Handles refugee and stateless person 
cases but can also guide deported 
individuals on legal status and integration 
options. [rightsinexile.org] 

4. Practical Challenges 

▪ Paraguay does not have a formal 
immigration detention system, and 
deportation cases are relatively rare. 
However, during crises (e.g., COVID-19), 
returnees faced poor conditions in state-
run facilities, highlighting gaps in 
infrastructure for deported individuals. 
[globaldete...roject.org] 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

The central finding of this analysis is the 
significant gap in Paraguay’s framework for 
addressing the needs of non-citizen deportees. 
There is an absence of a dedicated government 
body or program for non-nationals who are 
forcibly returned. 

For returning citizens, the process of reintegration 
is not without its challenges, particularly 
concerning the recovery of official identity 
documents. The national identity card (cédula de 

identidad) is a crucial document for accessing 
services and proving citizenship. However, the 
process of recovering or renewing it can be 
bureaucratic. For example, to apply for a consular 
passport, a citizen must have their Paraguayan 
identity card 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

the “Support Program for Entrepreneurial 
Repatriates,” 

The Government of Paraguay, through this 
program, aims to support the economic and social 
development of repatriated citizens who are 
starting or strengthening a business. It provides 
them with entrepreneurial training to help build a 
more competitive environment, as well as a 
supplementary financial contribution to their 
business capital. This is intended to provide the 
necessary incentive to boost their ventures. The 
program also creates a framework for returned 
human, social, and financial capital to be 
integrated into society under favorable conditions. 

This program aligns with the provisions of Law 
No. 7444/24 for Micro, Small, and Medium-sized 
Enterprises. Article 6. EXCEPTIONS: “For the 
purposes of this law, companies engaged in 
financial intermediation, insurance, and 
individuals who are taxpayers of income and 
capital gains tax, as well as income derived from 
the provision of independent personal or 
dependent services, will not be considered.” 

The Support Program for Repatriated 
Entrepreneurs is considered the most inclusive 
reintegration initiative carried out by the 
SEDERREC. It seeks to minimize the lack of 
opportunities that led to emigration by giving 
repatriated citizens with economic ventures—
which may have been started as a means of 
subsistence or as a work alternative—the chance 
to strengthen them with more competitive human 
resources and more attractive profitability. 

Contributions in the form of AFC (Complementary 
Financial Contributions) for ventures will be 
granted in the following cases: 

1. The launch or strengthening of ventures by 
repatriated citizens will be supported with a 
maximum amount of 200 daily minimum 
wages as established for various unspecified 
activities. 

https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/paraguay
https://ngobase.org/cswa/PY/RGT.HR/human-rights-paraguay
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/paraguay-legal-assistance/
https://rightsinexile.org/legal-assistance-by-country/paraguay-legal-assistance/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/paraguay
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This program is intended for citizens who have 
lived abroad permanently and continuously for at 
least two years and have returned to Paraguay 
within the last five years, which will be verified 
through the issuance of a Repatriation Certificate. 

Inicio o fortalecimiento de emprendimientos de 
connacionales repatriados – Repatriados 

Apoyo a Repatriados Emprendedores – 
Repatriados 

Traslado de emprendimientos de connacionales 
hasta nuestro país – Repatriados 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

1. Migration Law – Law No. 6984/22 

▪ Purpose: Modernizes Paraguay’s 
migration management system. 

▪ Key Provisions: 

▪ Establishes three residence 
categories: 

▪ Occasional Residence (up to 90 
days) 

▪ Temporary Residence (2 years) 

▪ Permanent Residence (requires 
prior temporary residence) 

▪ Grants identity cards to temporary 
residents, enabling access to public 
services. 

▪ Replaces the former General 
Directorate of Migration with the 
National Directorate of Migration as 
the enforcement authority. 

▪ Impact on Reintegration: Facilitates legal 
status for foreign spouses and children of 
repatriated nationals and supports lawful 
activities during residence processes. 
[gestoriaen...uay.com.py] 

2. National Migration Policy (Decree No. 4483) 

▪ Approved by the Paraguayan government 
to guide migration governance. 

▪ Focus Areas: 

▪ Safe and orderly migration. 

▪ Protection of migrants’ rights. 

▪ Coordination with agencies like the 
Secretaría de Desarrollo para 
Repatriados y Refugiados 
Connacionales (SEDERREC) for 
reintegration programs. 
[migraciones.gov.py] 

3. Repatriation Framework 

▪ Managed by SEDERREC under the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

▪ Programs and Legal Benefits: 

▪ Certificado de Repatriación: Grants 
tax exemptions for personal 
belongings and professional tools. 

▪ Facilitates: 

▪ Validation of academic degrees. 

▪ Nationality options for children of 
Paraguayan citizens. 

▪ Legalization of documents 
without consular fees. 

▪ Legal Basis: Rooted in constitutional 
provisions (Art. 146) and 
administrative regulations for 
repatriation assistance. [mre.gov.py], 
[repatriados.gov.py] 

4. Constitutional Guarantees 

▪ Article 146 of the Paraguayan 
Constitution: Recognizes nationality for 
children of Paraguayan citizens, even if 
born abroad. 

▪ Ensures due process rights during 
deportation or return procedures. 
[repatriados.gov.py], [generisonline.com] 

5. International Commitments 

▪ Paraguay is party to: 

▪ 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 
Protocol. 

▪ 1954 and 1961 Statelessness 
Conventions. 

▪ These commitments influence policies for 
vulnerable returnees and deported 
individuals. [acnur.org] 

https://repatriados.gov.py/inicio-o-fortalecimiento-de-emprendimientos-de-connacionales-repatriados/
https://repatriados.gov.py/inicio-o-fortalecimiento-de-emprendimientos-de-connacionales-repatriados/
https://repatriados.gov.py/apoyo-a-repatriados-emprendedores/
https://repatriados.gov.py/apoyo-a-repatriados-emprendedores/
https://repatriados.gov.py/traslado-de-emprendimientos-de-connacionales-hasta-nuestro-pais/
https://repatriados.gov.py/traslado-de-emprendimientos-de-connacionales-hasta-nuestro-pais/
https://gestoriaenparaguay.com.py/en/paraguay-ley-de-migraciones/
https://migraciones.gov.py/politica-migratoria/
https://www.mre.gov.py/la/index.php/e/procedures-and-services/repatriations
https://repatriados.gov.py/
https://repatriados.gov.py/
https://generisonline.com/understanding-deportation-and-removal-procedures-in-paraguay/
https://www.acnur.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/5b9929384.pdf
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6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

Paraguay’s legal framework, anchored in its 
Constitution, recognizes that all inhabitants are 
equal in dignity and rights and guarantees access 
to essential services. The right to health care for 
the entire population is also recognized, with 
efforts made to protect life and fundamental 
rights. 

Law 6984/2022 and the Constitution uphold 
universal rights. 

Ley Nº 6984 / DE MIGRACIONES  

CONSTITUCION DE LA REPUBLICA DEL 
PARAGUAY 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

The National Directorate of Migrations (DGM) is 
the central authority tasked with controlling the 
admission, entry, permanence, and exit of both 
foreign and Paraguayan nationals. All travelers 
are required to register their entry and exit at a 
control post. The DGM also maintains records 
and applies sanctions for legal offenses against 
the Paraguayan Immigration Law. Individuals 
deported to Paraguay, specifically returning 
Paraguayan nationals, do not face detention or 
screening upon arrival. 

Paraguay espera la deportación de dos 
connacionales desde Estados Unidos - SWI 
swissinfo.ch 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

1. Governing Authority 

▪ The Departamento de Identificaciones of 
the Policía Nacional is responsible for 
issuing and renewing the Paraguayan ID 
card (cédula). 

▪ All procedures must be done in person; 
since August 2025, power of attorney is 
no longer accepted for ID collection. 
[paraguayre...cyteam.com] 

2. Renewal and Recovery Scenarios 

▪ Renewal for Expiration 
Present the expired cédula. 
Processing time: ~20 business days. Fee: 
Gs. 8,500. [identifica...raguay.com] 

▪ Renewal for Loss, Theft, or Damage 
Requires: 

▪ Police report (denuncia) from 
Paraguay or from the country of 
residence if abroad. 

▪ Original supporting documents (birth 
certificate, etc.) if data changes are 
needed. [policianac...nal.gov.py] 

▪ Renewal with Data Modification 
Requires: 

▪ Original birth certificate with marginal 
notes. 

▪ Judicial or administrative resolution 
authorizing changes. 

▪ Authenticated copies of civil registry 
records. [policianac...nal.gov.py] 

3. For Repatriated Citizens 

▪ Under the Repatriation Program managed 
by SEDERREC, individuals receive: 

▪ Certificado de Repatriación, which: 

▪ Exempts fees for legalization of 
personal documents. 

▪ Facilitates nationality confirmation 
and civil registry updates. 

▪ Supports free judicial sponsorship 
for nationality declaration (for 
children born abroad). 
[mre.gov.py], 
[tramites.r...dos.gov.py] 

▪ This certificate helps streamline ID 
recovery by removing consular fees and 
accelerating document validation. 

4. Required Documents for ID Recovery 

▪ For Paraguayan citizens: 

▪ Birth certificate issued by the Civil 
Registry. 

https://www.bacn.gov.py/leyes-paraguayas/10973/ley-n-6984-de-migraciones
https://www.bacn.gov.py/leyes-paraguayas/9580/constitucion-nacional-
https://www.bacn.gov.py/leyes-paraguayas/9580/constitucion-nacional-
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/paraguay-espera-la-deportaci%C3%B3n-de-dos-connacionales-desde-estados-unidos/88825450
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/paraguay-espera-la-deportaci%C3%B3n-de-dos-connacionales-desde-estados-unidos/88825450
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/paraguay-espera-la-deportaci%C3%B3n-de-dos-connacionales-desde-estados-unidos/88825450
https://paraguayresidencyteam.com/paraguay-power-attorney/
https://identificacionesparaguay.com/cedula-identidad/renovacion/
https://www.policianacional.gov.py/identificaciones/renovacion-de-la-cedula-de-identidad-a-paraguayosas-por-vencimiento-extravio-hurto-o-robo/
https://www.policianacional.gov.py/identificaciones/renovacion-de-la-cedula-de-identidad-a-paraguayosas-por-vencimiento-extravio-hurto-o-robo/
https://www.mre.gov.py/la/index.php/e/procedures-and-services/repatriations
https://tramites.repatriados.gov.py/
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▪ Previous cédula (if available) or 
police report for loss. 

▪ For minors: parental presence or 
judicial custody authorization. 
[policianac...nal.gov.py] 

▪ For those with nationality option (children 
of Paraguayans born abroad): 

▪ Final judgment or administrative 
resolution granting nationality. 

▪ Identity documents of parents. 
[wikiprocedure.com] 

5. Key Legal Basis 

▪ Law No. 6984/22 (Migration Law): 
Governs residency and ID issuance for 
foreigners and returning nationals. 
[migraciones.gov.py] 

▪ Constitution Article 146: Grants nationality 
to children of Paraguayan citizens, 
enabling ID issuance after formal 
declaration. [repatriados.gov.py] 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

The legal status of a Paraguayan citizen upon 
deportation is distinct from that of a foreign 
national. A Paraguayan citizen, regardless of how 
they return, remains a national. 

Misión y visión – Repatriados 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

The Paraguayan institutional response is primarily 
articulated through the Secretariat for 
Development of Repatriated and Refugee 
Nationals (SEDERREC), which leads a 
coordinated ecosystem with participation from the 
Ministry of Labor, the General Directorate of 
Migration, and international organizations such as 
IOM and UNHCR. 

SEDERREC 

Secretaría cuenta con ayuda económica temporal 
para familias repatriadas • PARAGUAY TV 

The Paraguayan deportee assistance system is 
structured on three complementary institutional 
levels. SEDERREC emerges as the governing 
entity, functioning as a specialized ministry with 
15 regional offices that has grown from 4 initial 
staff to a technical team of 10 specialists between 
2016-2025. Its mandate ranges from economic 
support for entrepreneurship (allocating 70% of 
funds to seed capital) to technical training and 
entrepreneurship monitoring, having benefited 
6,251 people during 2021 and trained more than 
700 repatriates in entrepreneurship programs. 

Oportunidades para los migrantes retornados en 
Paraguay - aecid.es 

Habilitan inscripciones para programa de apoyo a 
repatriados emprendedores - .::Agencia IP::. 

The General Directorate of Migration, under the 
direction of Jorge Kronawetter, manages the 
direct reception of deportees at Silvio Pettirossi 
airport, coordinating with the MIDAS biometric 
system implemented at 16 border posts with an 
investment of USD 2.1 million administered by 
IOM. The director reports that deportations from 
the United States follow a “differentiated 
procedure” through commercial flights, without 
handcuffs and respecting human rights treaties, 
with the United States covering all procedure 
costs. 

Habilitan inscripciones para programa de apoyo a 
repatriados emprendedores - .::Agencia IP::. 

La OIM y el Gobierno de Paraguay firman 
acuerdo para mejorar la gestión migratoria en el 
país | International Organization for Migration 

https://www.policianacional.gov.py/identificaciones/renovacion-de-la-cedula-de-identidad-a-paraguayosas-por-vencimiento-extravio-hurto-o-robo/
https://www.wikiprocedure.com/index.php/Paraguay_-_Apply_Identity_Card_for_Paraguayans_with_Option_of_Nationality
https://migraciones.gov.py/renovacion-de-carnet-permanente/
https://repatriados.gov.py/
https://repatriados.gov.py/inicio/institucional/mision-y-vision/
https://tramites.repatriados.gov.py/
https://www.paraguaytv.gov.py/2019/10/02/secretaria-cuenta-con-ayuda-economica-temporal-para-familias-repatriadas/
https://www.paraguaytv.gov.py/2019/10/02/secretaria-cuenta-con-ayuda-economica-temporal-para-familias-repatriadas/
https://www.aecid.es/w/oportunidades-para-los-migrantes-retornados-en-paraguay
https://www.aecid.es/w/oportunidades-para-los-migrantes-retornados-en-paraguay
https://www.ip.gov.py/ip/2017/09/21/habilitan-inscripciones-para-programa-de-apoyo-a-repatriados-emprendedores/
https://www.ip.gov.py/ip/2017/09/21/habilitan-inscripciones-para-programa-de-apoyo-a-repatriados-emprendedores/
https://www.ip.gov.py/ip/2017/09/21/habilitan-inscripciones-para-programa-de-apoyo-a-repatriados-emprendedores/
https://www.ip.gov.py/ip/2017/09/21/habilitan-inscripciones-para-programa-de-apoyo-a-repatriados-emprendedores/
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-y-el-gobierno-de-paraguay-firman-acuerdo-para-mejorar-la-gestion-migratoria-en-el-pais
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-y-el-gobierno-de-paraguay-firman-acuerdo-para-mejorar-la-gestion-migratoria-en-el-pais
https://www.iom.int/es/news/la-oim-y-el-gobierno-de-paraguay-firman-acuerdo-para-mejorar-la-gestion-migratoria-en-el-pais
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2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Paraguay has built a substantial international 
normative framework through ratification of key 
instruments, but faces persistent challenges in its 
effective implementation. The country ratified the 
American Convention on Human Rights through 
Law No. 01/89, incorporating protections from 
Article 22 against arbitrary deportation and 
collective expulsion, while the International 
Convention on Protection of Migrant Workers 
(Law No. 3452/2008) establishes specific 
guarantees against deportation of migrant 
workers. 

The Paraguayan constitutional architecture grants 
superior hierarchy to human rights treaties over 
internal laws (Article 137), and the country 
expressly accepts the supranational legal order 
that guarantees human rights (Article 145). This 
framework allowed Paraguay to sign the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 
in 2018, committing to safe and dignified return 
and prohibition of collective expulsions. 

Derechos Humanos en Paraguay 1996: Derecho 
al debido proceso. 

The Organic Law of the Ministry of Public Defense 
(Law No. 4423/2011) consolidates the system by 
establishing the obligation to “advise, assist, 
represent and defend free of charge physical 
persons who lack sufficient resources for access 
to jurisdiction” (Article 9), with the favorable 
principle that “in cases of doubt, it is always in 
favor of providing the service” (Article 64). 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

The country ratified the American Convention on 
Human Rights through Law No. 01/89, 
incorporating protections from Article 22 against 
arbitrary deportation and collective expulsion, 
while the International Convention on Protection 
of Migrant Workers (Law No. 3452/2008) 
establishes specific guarantees against 
deportation of migrant workers. 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

Paraguay has developed a coordinated 
programmatic structure for legal education and 
comprehensive assistance to deportees, led by 
specialized institutions with national coverage and 
defined budgets. SEDERREC operates 15 
regional offices offering services ranging from the 
Support Program for Repatriated Entrepreneurs to 
free legal sponsorship for Paraguayan nationality 
under constitutional Article 146, having benefited 
6,251 people during 2021 and granted 
Paraguayan nationality to 170 foreigners who are 
children of Paraguayans. 

The Ministry of Labor coordinates through SNPP 
(National Professional Promotion Service) job 
training programs specific to deportees, offering 
more than 500 technical courses in face-to-face, 
distance and hybrid modalities, complemented by 
the “Creative Market” for social reintegration of 
graduates. Coordination with SEDERREC allows 
technical training during the 4-month economic 
assistance period for vulnerable families. 

El Gobierno benefició a más de 6.000 repatriados 
en el 2021 - .::Agencia IP::. 

Comité de Protección de los Derechos de Todos 
los Trabajadores Migratorios y de sus Familiares 
(CMW) – Paraguay (2012) – ACNUDH 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the U.S. 

1. U.S. Government Policies 

▪ CBP & ICE Property Handling Rules 

▪ Belongings taken during detention 
are supposed to be stored and 
returned under CBP National 
Standards on Transport, Escort, 
Detention, and Search (TEDS) and 
ICE detention standards. 

▪ In practice, many items (cash, IDs, 
phones) are lost or destroyed. 
Complaints after deportation are very 
difficult to file. 
[americanim...ouncil.org] 

https://www.derechos.org/nizkor/paraguay/ddhh1996/proceso.html
https://www.derechos.org/nizkor/paraguay/ddhh1996/proceso.html
https://www.ip.gov.py/ip/2022/01/03/el-gobierno-beneficio-a-mas-de-6-000-repatriados-en-el-2021/
https://www.ip.gov.py/ip/2022/01/03/el-gobierno-beneficio-a-mas-de-6-000-repatriados-en-el-2021/
https://acnudh.org/comite-de-proteccion-de-los-derechos-de-todos-los-trabajadores-migratorios-y-de-sus-familiares-cmw-paraguay-2012/
https://acnudh.org/comite-de-proteccion-de-los-derechos-de-todos-los-trabajadores-migratorios-y-de-sus-familiares-cmw-paraguay-2012/
https://acnudh.org/comite-de-proteccion-de-los-derechos-de-todos-los-trabajadores-migratorios-y-de-sus-familiares-cmw-paraguay-2012/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
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▪ CBP Directive 5240-010 (2024) 
provides guidance for handling and 
returning property from short-term 
holding facilities. [cbp.gov] 

▪ H.R.10237 – CBP Guidance on 
Personal Belongings Act (2024) aims 
to improve accountability for property 
handling, but it’s still pending 
implementation. [congress.gov] 

▪ Time Limits for Retrieval 

▪ CBP generally holds belongings for 
30 days after arrest or deportation. 
Individuals must coordinate with 
Mexican consular officers or other 
consulates to retrieve items. 
[vice.com] 

2. Voluntary Departure Programs 

▪ CBP Home Mobile App 

▪ Allows undocumented individuals to 
arrange voluntary self-departure with 
benefits like: 

▪ Cost-free travel. 

▪ $1,000 exit bonus. 

▪ Time to organize personal affairs 
before leaving. 

▪ While it doesn’t guarantee property 
recovery, it gives time to secure 
belongings before departure. 
[dhs.gov] 

▪ Project Homecoming 

▪ Offers assistance for voluntary exit 
flights but warns that property may be 
confiscated if compliance steps aren’t 
followed. [visaverge.com] 

3. Nonprofit & Advocacy Programs 

▪ Property Recovery Assistance Project 
(No More Deaths) 

▪ Helps deported individuals retrieve 
belongings from CBP facilities, 
especially in Arizona border areas. 

▪ Works with consulates and volunteers 
to recover items like IDs, phones, and 
money. [vice.com] 

▪ Freedom for Immigrants 

▪ Provides a National Immigration 
Detention Hotline and logistical help 
for detainees and families, including 
guidance on recovering property. 
[freedomfor...grants.org] 

▪ Binational Defense and Advocacy 
Program (PDIB) 

▪ Documents property loss cases and 
advocates for better enforcement of 
return standards. 
[americanim...ouncil.org] 

▪ Other NGOs 

▪ Groups like CHIRLA, CARECEN, and 
National Immigrant Justice Center 
offer legal and logistical support, 
including advice on safeguarding 
assets and recovering possessions. 
[lataco.com], [nonprofitpoint.com] 

4. Practical Steps for Individuals 

▪ Before Deportation 

▪ Set up power of attorney for someone 
in the U.S. to manage property and 
accounts. [visaverge.com] 

▪ Contact consulates immediately after 
removal for property retrieval 
coordination. 

▪ After Deportation 

▪ Call CBP or ICE property offices 
within 30 days. 

▪ Use NGOs like No More Deaths or 
Freedom for Immigrants for 
assistance. 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the U.S. after returning to this 
country? 

1. Property Ownership Rights 

▪ Deportation does NOT revoke property 
rights in the U.S. 

▪ Non-citizens can legally own real 
estate, vehicles, and bank accounts 
regardless of immigration status. 

https://www.cbp.gov/document/directives/cbp-directive-short-term-holding-facilities-handling-storage-transference
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/10237/text
https://www.vice.com/en/article/what-happens-to-your-stuff-when-you-get-deported/
https://www.dhs.gov/cbphome
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/what-happens-to-your-stuff-when-you-get-deported/
https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/resources
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://lataco.com/donate-non-profits-immigrant-rights
https://nonprofitpoint.com/charities-for-undocumented-migrants/
https://www.visaverge.com/news/do-you-lose-ownership-of-us-property-after-deportation/
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▪ A deportation order is a civil matter 
and does not trigger automatic 
forfeiture of legally acquired assets. 
[legalclarity.org], 
[orangecoun...ngfirm.com] 

▪ Asset forfeiture risk exists only if property 
is linked to criminal activity. ICE can seize 
assets under civil forfeiture laws, but 
owners can contest in court. 
[visaverge.com] 

2. Managing Assets from Abroad 

▪ Power of Attorney (POA) 

▪ The most recognized legal tool for 
managing property and finances 
remotely. 

▪ Allows a trusted person in the U.S. to 
pay bills, sell property, access bank 
accounts, and handle legal matters. 
[nslegalaid.org], [findlaw.com] 

▪ Estate Planning & Trusts 

▪ Creating a revocable living trust or 
estate plan can ensure property and 
financial assets are managed 
according to your wishes. 
[nbcmiami.com] 

3. Bank Accounts & Financial Assets 

▪ U.S. banks generally allow remote access 
via online banking and international wire 
transfers. 

▪ Challenges: 

▪ Some banks require a U.S. address 
and may freeze accounts if foreign 
activity is detected. 

▪ Solutions include notifying the bank, 
using IRS Form W-8 BEN to certify 
foreign status, or converting accounts 
for non-resident holders. 
[legalclarity.org] 

4.  Wages and Employment Claims 

▪ There is no dedicated federal program for 
deported individuals to recover unpaid 
wages after removal. 

▪ Options: 

▪ File a claim with the U.S. Department 
of Labor Wage and Hour Division 
remotely or through a legal 
representative. 

▪ NGOs like Appleseed Network 
provide guides and pro bono 
assistance for wage recovery and 
financial planning. [nbcnews.com] 

5. Confiscated Belongings 

▪ ICE and CBP have formal policies for 
returning confiscated documents and 
property: 

▪ ICE Directive 11311 requires officers 
to record and return original 
documents (passports, IDs) upon 
request. 

▪ Individuals can file USCIS Form G-
884 to request return of personal 
property or documents. [ice.gov], 
[shepelskylaw.com] 

▪ Complaints after deportation are difficult 
but possible through agency ombudsman 
or legal counsel. [americanim...ouncil.org] 

6. Legal Aid Resources 

▪ Nonprofit Support: 

▪ Appleseed Network – Deportation 
Preparation Manual and financial 
planning help. 

▪ Legal Aid Clinics – Assist with POA, 
trusts, and property management. 
[nbcnews.com], [nslegalaid.org] 

(a) Key Takeaway 

There is no single formal U.S. mechanism for 
comprehensive recovery of property, wages, and 
assets post-deportation. Instead, deported 
individuals rely on: 

▪ Civil property rights protections. 

▪ Legal tools like POA and trusts. 

▪ Administrative processes for document 
recovery. 

▪ NGO and legal aid support for wage claims 
and financial planning. 

https://legalclarity.org/deportation-and-property-ownership-what-happens-to-assets/
https://www.orangecountyestateplanningfirm.com/what-happens-to-property-if-someone-is-deported
https://www.visaverge.com/questions/what-happens-to-your-u-s-properties-if-you-are-deported-by-ice/
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
https://www.findlaw.com/legalblogs/law-and-life/how-to-protect-children-and-property-if-facing-deportation/
https://www.nbcmiami.com/responds/what-happens-to-peoples-assets-if-they-are-deported/3579838/
https://legalclarity.org/what-happens-to-your-money-and-property-if-you-get-deported/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/personal-finance/experts-protecting-financial-assets-deportation-worries-rcna213270
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/foia/dro_policy_memos/11311_OrgDocConfiscationReturn.pdf
https://shepelskylaw.com/get-your-passport-back-if-you-crossed-the-border-and-ice-took-it-away/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/report/deported-no-possessions/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/personal-finance/experts-protecting-financial-assets-deportation-worries-rcna213270
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finances-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/
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3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the U.S. and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

There is an absence of a Specific Repatriation 
Agreement. The research showed no such 
specific instrument with Paraguay 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Paraguay has acceded to the core international 
instruments that form the basis of modern human 
rights and refugee law. These include the 1951 
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and 
its 1967 Protocol, the 1954 Convention relating to 
the Status of Stateless Persons, and the 1961 
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. 

Furthermore, Paraguay’s National Constitution 
explicitly recognizes the preeminence of 
international human rights law, integrating these 
obligations into its domestic legal framework. This 
means that international standards for the 
treatment of returnees are not merely aspirational 
but are legally binding on the Paraguayan state. 

unhcr_upr24_pry_e_main.pdf 

Paraguay 2001 - Chapter IX 

Paraguay has established domestic institutions, 
such as the Secretariat of Development for 
Returnees and National Refugees, and programs 
like “Welcome Home,” which are designed to fulfill 
these international obligations by providing 
assistance for integration. The UN Committee on 
the Rights of Migrant Workers has commended 
Paraguay for these efforts while also calling for 
them to be strengthened 

In Dialogue with Paraguay, Experts of the 
Committee on the Rights of Migrant Workers 
Commend Paraguay on its Business Programme 
for Returning Paraguayans, Raise Issues 
Concerning Assistance for Returnees, and 
Training to Assist Victims of Trafficking | OHCHR 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the U.S. in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

1. Pre-Removal Support 

▪ Consular Notification and Access 
Under U.S. law and international treaties, 
when a Paraguayan national is detained, 
U.S. authorities must notify the nearest 
Paraguayan consulate. Consular officers 
can: 

▪ Communicate with detainees. 

▪ Ensure access to legal representation 
and medical care. 

▪ Contact family members and provide 
welfare checks. [travel.state.gov] 

▪ Document Assistance 
Consulates help nationals secure or 
replace passports and identity documents 
needed for removal or voluntary 
departure. They also legalize documents 
for use in Paraguay. [mre.gov.py] 

▪ Emergency Coordination 
Consulates provide emergency contact 
numbers and can intervene in urgent 
cases, including humanitarian concerns 
or vulnerable individuals (e.g., minors, 
health issues). [py.usembassy.gov] 

2. Post-Removal Support 

▪ Repatriation Program 
Paraguayan consulates administer the 
Repatriation Program, which offers: 

▪ Travel subsidies for return to 
Paraguay. 

▪ Customs exemptions for personal 
belongings and professional tools. 

▪ Free legalization of documents and 
consular fee waivers. 

▪ Issuance of a Constancia de 
Repatriación, later exchanged for a 
Certificado de Repatriación in 
Paraguay, granting tax benefits and 
facilitating reintegration (e.g., 
validation of diplomas, nationality 
options for children). [mre.gov.py] 

▪ Coordination with SEDERREC 
Consulates link deported nationals with 

https://upr-info.org/sites/default/files/documents/2016-01/unhcr_upr24_pry_e_main.pdf
https://www.cidh.org/countryrep/Paraguay01eng/chap9.htm
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/04/dialogue-paraguay-experts-committee-rights-migrant-workers-commend-paraguay
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/consularnotification.html
https://www.mre.gov.py/la/index.php/e/procedures-and-services/repatriations
https://py.usembassy.gov/paraguayan-embassies-and-consulates/
https://www.mre.gov.py/la/index.php/e/procedures-and-services/repatriations
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the Secretaría de Desarrollo para 
Repatriados y Refugiados Connacionales 
in Paraguay for reintegration services, 
including housing, employment, and 
social assistance. [mre.gov.py] 

3. Limitations 

▪ Consulates do not provide direct legal 
defense in U.S. immigration courts. 

▪ Assistance with property or wage 
recovery in the U.S. is limited; they mainly 
offer guidance and referrals to NGOs. 

4. Geographic Coverage 

Paraguay maintains consulates in 
Washington, New York, Miami, Los Angeles, 
and an honorary consulate in Houston, 
covering all U.S. regions. [embassies.net] 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the U.S. to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations 
Statistics | ICE 14 removals in Q4 2024 and 13 
removals in Q1 2025; no expulsions reported 

FOIA ICE Library | ICE 8 removed in november 
and december 2024 and 19 through Jul 31,2025. 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the 
U.S. are arriving during the same 
period. 

Asunción. Commercial flights. 

The migrants landed in Paraguay “on regular 
flights” and “without the need for any special 
custody for security reasons,” Kronawetter told 
EFE, noting that the deportations began last 
February. 

Six Paraguayans have been deported from the 
U.S. so far in 2025, according to Migrations - SWI 
swissinfo.ch 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

1. Asunción (Capital District) 

▪ Paraguay’s capital and largest 
metropolitan area. 

▪ Central point for SEDERREC (Secretaría 
de Desarrollo para Repatriados y 
Refugiados Connacionales) and 
government reintegration programs. 

▪ Offers access to employment, housing, 
and social services. [migrants-
refugees.va] 

2. Ciudad del Este (Alto Paraná Department) 

▪ Second-largest city, located near the 
Brazil border. 

▪ Major commercial hub with opportunities 
in trade and retail. 

▪ Common destination for returnees 
seeking economic activity. [migrants-
refugees.va] 

3. Encarnación (Itapúa Department) 

▪ Southern city near Argentina border. 

▪ Known for tourism and cross-border 
commerce. 

▪ Reintegration programs often link 
returnees to local business initiatives. 
[migrants-refugees.va] 

4. Concepción (Concepción Department) 

▪ Northern city with agricultural and 
livestock economy. 

▪ Attracts returnees with rural or farming 
backgrounds. [migrants-refugees.va] 

5. Pedro Juan Caballero (Amambay 
Department) 

▪ Border city with Brazil, active in trade and 
services. 

▪ Strategic for those with family or business 
ties across borders. [migrants-
refugees.va] 

https://www.mre.gov.py/la/index.php/e/procedures-and-services/repatriations
https://embassies.net/paraguay-in-united-states
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/foia/library
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/seis-paraguayos-han-sido-deportados-de-ee.uu.-en-lo-que-va-de-2025,-seg%C3%BAn-migraciones/89283428
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/seis-paraguayos-han-sido-deportados-de-ee.uu.-en-lo-que-va-de-2025,-seg%C3%BAn-migraciones/89283428
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/seis-paraguayos-han-sido-deportados-de-ee.uu.-en-lo-que-va-de-2025,-seg%C3%BAn-migraciones/89283428
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
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6. Coronel Oviedo (Caaguazú Department) 

▪ Central location, important for logistics 
and agriculture. 

▪ Often chosen by returnees from rural 
areas. [migrants-refugees.va] 

7. Villarrica (Guairá Department) 

▪ Cultural and educational center in the 
southeast. 

▪ Offers opportunities for small businesses 
and education. [migrants-refugees.va] 

8. Western Region (Chaco) 

▪ Cities like Filadelfia and Mariscal 
Estigarribia exist but have very low 
population density and limited 
infrastructure, so they are less common 
destinations for deported individuals. 
[migrants-refugees.va] 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the U.S. of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

1. Gender 

▪ Predominantly male: Over 90% of 
deportees from the U.S. are men, 
according to ICE data for Latin American 
countries. Women represent about 6–7% 
of deportations. [tracreports.org] 

2. Age 

▪ Median age: Around 30 years. 

▪ Age distribution: 

▪ 15–29 years: ~45% 

▪ 30–39 years: ~33% 

▪ 40–49 years: ~14% 

▪ 50+ years: ~4% [tracreports.org] 

3. Family Status 

▪ Many deported individuals are heads of 
household or have family ties in the U.S. 

▪ Paraguayan emigrants often migrate for 
work, leaving spouses and children 
behind; family reunification after 

deportation is a major challenge. 
[migrants-refugees.va] 

4. Education Level 

▪ Most deported Paraguayans have basic 
or secondary education. 

▪ A smaller proportion has technical training 
or higher education, often linked to 
migration for skilled jobs. [migrants-
refugees.va] 

5. Years in the U.S. 

▪ Many deportees lived in the U.S. for 5–15 
years, often establishing strong social and 
economic roots before removal. 

▪ Long-term stayers face greater 
reintegration challenges due to loss of 
local networks in Paraguay. [migrants-
refugees.va] 

6. Family Composition 

▪ Deportees frequently leave behind 
children who are U.S. citizens or mixed-
status families. 

▪ This creates legal and emotional 
complexities during reintegration. 
[migrants-refugees.va] 

Key Observations 

▪ Young, working-age men dominate 
deportation flows. 

▪ Many have low to medium education, worked 
in labor-intensive sectors, and were primary 
income earners. 

▪ Extended U.S. residence means reintegration 
programs must address economic and 
psychosocial needs. 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

Most of the citizens were expelled for “irregular 
entry” into the United States, for not having the 
“corresponding authorization.” 

Six Paraguayans have been deported from the 
U.S. so far in 2025, according to Migrations - SWI 
swissinfo.ch 

https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://tracreports.org/immigration/reports/350/
https://tracreports.org/immigration/reports/350/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/seis-paraguayos-han-sido-deportados-de-ee.uu.-en-lo-que-va-de-2025,-seg%C3%BAn-migraciones/89283428
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/seis-paraguayos-han-sido-deportados-de-ee.uu.-en-lo-que-va-de-2025,-seg%C3%BAn-migraciones/89283428
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/seis-paraguayos-han-sido-deportados-de-ee.uu.-en-lo-que-va-de-2025,-seg%C3%BAn-migraciones/89283428


 

Paraguay 
13 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

Yes. The General Directorate of Migration 
achieved the corresponding optimal rating (2022), 
through the publication of 100% of the minimum 
information required in Article 8 of Law No. 
5282/14 “On Free Citizen Access to Public 
Information and Government Transparency” and 
in Article 3 of Law No. 5189/14 “Which 
establishes the obligatory nature of the provision 
of information on the use of public resources on 
remuneration and other remuneration assigned to 
the public servant of the Republic of Paraguay”, 
also known as the Transparency Law. 

 The information published within the framework 
of both laws can be accessed through the 
institutional website. 

Migrations reached 100% compliance within the 
framework of the Transparency and Access to 
Public Information laws - Migrations 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

1. Dirección Nacional de Migraciones (National 
Directorate of Migration) 

▪ Primary authority for migration control and 
statistics. 

▪ Collects and publishes: 

▪ Border and airport movement data. 

▪ Residency applications and migration 
flows. 

▪ Maintains an official statistics portal with 
weekly updates and provides historical 
data upon request through the Portal de 
Acceso a la Información Pública. 
[migraciones.gov.py] 

2. Secretaría de Desarrollo para Repatriados y 
Refugiados Connacionales (SEDERREC) 

▪ Oversees repatriation programs and 
tracks data on returning nationals, 
including deported individuals. 

▪ Coordinates reintegration assistance and 
reports figures to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. [migrants-refugees.va] 

3. Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores (Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs) 

▪ Through its consular network, collects 
data on Paraguayans deported from 
abroad. 

▪ Shares information with SEDERREC for 
reintegration planning. [migrants-
refugees.va] 

4. Dirección General de Estadística, Encuestas 
y Censos (DGEEC) 

▪ Paraguay’s national statistics office. 

▪ Publishes demographic and migration-
related data, including population trends 
and emigration patterns, though not 
detailed deportation figures. 
[migrationd...portal.org] 

5. International Partnerships 

▪ IOM (International Organization for 
Migration) and UNHCR collaborate with 
Paraguay to improve migration 
governance and data collection, 
especially for displaced persons and 
returnees. [migrationd...portal.org], 
[unhcr.org] 

https://migraciones.gov.py/
https://migraciones.gov.py/migraciones-alcanzo-nivel-de-cumplimiento-del-100-en-el-marco-de-las-leyes-de-transparencia-y-acceso-a-la-informacion-publica/
https://migraciones.gov.py/migraciones-alcanzo-nivel-de-cumplimiento-del-100-en-el-marco-de-las-leyes-de-transparencia-y-acceso-a-la-informacion-publica/
https://migraciones.gov.py/migraciones-alcanzo-nivel-de-cumplimiento-del-100-en-el-marco-de-las-leyes-de-transparencia-y-acceso-a-la-informacion-publica/
https://migraciones.gov.py/estadisticas/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://migrants-refugees.va/country-profile/paraguay/
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/overviews/mgi/paraguay
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/overviews/mgi/paraguay
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/paraguay
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8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Public Information Law 5282/14 - Migrations 

Public Information Law 5282/14 

Information that is not published on this website 
may be requested through the Unified Public 
Information Portal of the National Government 
and will be provided according to the modalities 
and deadlines provided by law, unless they are 
established as secret or reserved by law. 

Unified Portal for Access to Public Information 

 

The materials and content provided on this document are for general information only and are not intended as legal advice. Although we 
strive to provide accurate and up to date legal information, we cannot promise it is error free or that it is suitable for your specific 
concern. Therefore, you should contact an attorney to obtain legal advice for any issue specific to your situation. If you use the materials 
and information provided on this document or linked to this document, it does not create an attorney-client relationship between us or 
any providers of information you find on this document, and we take no responsibility for any information linked to this document. 

The materials and content are provided as-is with no warranty of any kind. We disclaim all express and implied warranties, including the 
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for particular purpose. Under no circumstances will we or our contributors be liable for 
any consequential, indirect, incidental, special or punitive damages or list profits, whether foreseeable or unforeseeable, under any legal 
theory. Some states do not allow the exclusion of implied warranties or the limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the 
above limitation and exclusions may not apply to you. Law is generally described as of December 2025. 

https://migraciones.gov.py/informacion-publica-ley-5282-14/
https://informacionpublica.paraguay.gov.py/portal/#!/buscar_informacion#busqueda


 

 

 

 


