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Uruguay

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

If a non-US citizen violates immigration laws (for 
example, by violating the terms of their visa, by 
not having authorized immigration status, or by 
committing crimes), they can be detained and 
subject to legal proceedings. In some cases, an 
immigration judge may rule that a deportation 
should proceed and issue a removal order. 

Federal authorities have also expanded the use of 
stipulated removals in past decades, a summary 
deportation procedure which allows deportation 
without a hearing before an immigration judge. In 
the case of stipulated removal, the individual 
(often in detention centres) signs a stipulation 
agreement which contains a waiver of their right 
to a hearing and agrees to have a removal order 
entered against them. While nobody is required to 
sign a stipulation agreement, ICE officers may 
present the agreement as an alternative to 
imprisonment or months-long waiting period for an 
immigration hearing. 

Once deportation is ordered (or agreed to), the 
individual is often removed either through air or 
ground transportation by ICE to their country of 
origin. For individuals deported to Uruguay, they 
are often transported to Montevideo by plane. 

Source: 

USAGov | 2025_NIPNLG-ICE-stipulations.pdf 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay has 
published a Return Manual, which offers guidance 
for returnees to Uruguay and focuses on 
reintegration in areas such as taxation, health, 
housing, employment, and education 

Source: 

Gub.uy. 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

When someone is deported from the United 
States and returns to Uruguay, there are 
resources and support available from both 
government and private organizations, particularly 
for those who are vulnerable. However, most of 
these programs are designed for people returning 
due to refugee status, migration, or family 
reunification, and may not address the unique 
challenges faced by deportees. 

Reference Center for Migrants (MIDES) 

This center provides a space for guidance and 
accompaniment with access to information on 
state rights and procedures: document 
regularization, social benefits, health, education, 
housing, employment, training, among others. It is 
open from Monday to Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., in Ciudad Vieja, Montevideo. 

Source: 

Migrant Reference Center | Ministry of Social 
Development 

Food and hygiene assistance (MIDES + IOM/UN 
Migration) 

There is an agreement in force between MIDES 
and the IOM (International Organization for 
Migration) to deliver food and hygiene vouchers 
aimed at the migrant population in vulnerable 
situations and with a short stay (less than a year 
in the country). 

Source: 

MIDES and IOM - UN Migration sign agreement 
to provide direct assistance to migrants in 
Uruguay | IOM Uruguay 

Exemption of costs in immigration procedures 

For those who wish to apply for Uruguay 
residence permit and lack economic resources, 
they can request exemption from the cost of the 
procedure through a social report to MIDES 

Source: 

Insufficient Resources | Ministry of the Interior 

https://www.usa.gov/deportation-process?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nipnlg.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/2025_NIPNLG-ICE-stipulations.pdf
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/retornar-uruguay?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-desarrollo-social/tramites-y-servicios/servicios/centro-referencia-migrantes
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-desarrollo-social/tramites-y-servicios/servicios/centro-referencia-migrantes
https://uruguay.iom.int/es/news/mides-y-oim-onu-migracion-firman-acuerdo-para-brindar-asistencia-directa-personas-migrantes-en-uruguay
https://uruguay.iom.int/es/news/mides-y-oim-onu-migracion-firman-acuerdo-para-brindar-asistencia-directa-personas-migrantes-en-uruguay
https://uruguay.iom.int/es/news/mides-y-oim-onu-migracion-firman-acuerdo-para-brindar-asistencia-directa-personas-migrantes-en-uruguay
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-interior/comunicacion/publicaciones/preguntas-frecuentes-sobre-residencia-uruguaya/tramite-residencia-0
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UNHCR Uruguay 

The UNHCR has programs which supports 
refugees and migrants with legal status 
regularization, health, education and labor market 
integration. They also assist with reintegration and 
protection against discrimination. 

Source: 

https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-
work/countries/uruguay 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

While Uruguay has relatively progressive 
migration laws (e.g., law 18.250), its current legal 
framework primarily supports voluntary returnees, 
refugees or regular migrants. For deported 
individuals returning to Uruguay, it may be difficult 
to find a dedicated reintegration program that will 
assist them. There are also potential legal and 
administrative barriers to obtaining assistance if 
the individual is deported without documentation 
or prior consular coordination. 

Financial assistance, job placement programs, or 
other type of economic support programs are 
likely not available to deportees. 

In Uruguay, deportees who were previously 
undocumented may be left in an irregular status 
situation and subject to restrictions on work and 
certain services if they do not regularize their 
migratory status. However, Law 18.250 “Ley de 
Migración” (Migration Law) guarantees 
fundamental rights and essential legal protections 
even for individuals in an irregular situation, 
including: 

▪ Right to family reunification; 

▪ Access to justice (file complaints, defend 
rights and access courts); 

▪ Access to health services (basic health care 
cannot be denied to the individual 

Source: 

https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-
2008 

Second link to primary law: 

Uruguay: Ley Nº 18.250 - Migración 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay has 
prepared a guide to provide information on the 
administrative procedures that must be carried out 
in order to access their rights. This guide indicates 
the necessary documents, the government 
agency in charge of the processing and whether 
this procedure requires a concept of payment of 
fees or if it is free of charge. 

Guide Back to Uruguay 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

Uruguay does not have a specific law that govern 
the reception or reintegration of deported 
individuals. Rather, the general framework 
governing migration and human rights would 
apply to secure the legal rights of a deportee. 

Laws and regulations: 

▪ Law No. 18.076 – Derecho al Refugio y a los 
Refugiados (Right to Refuge and Refugees) 

Link 1 to primary law: 
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18076-
2006 

Link 2 to primary law: Uruguay: Ley Nº 18.076 
- Derecho al Refugio y a los Refugiados 

▪ Law No. 18.76 Ley de Migración (Migration 
Law) 

Link 1 to primary law: 
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-
2008 

Link 2 to primary law: Uruguay: Ley Nº 18.250 
- Migración 

▪ Constitución de la República Oriental del 
Uruguay – Artículo 37 (Constitution of the 
Oriental Republic of Uruguay – Article 37). 

Link 1 to primary law: 
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/constitucion/
1967-1967/37 

https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/uruguay
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/uruguay
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-2008
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-2008
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/uruguay_le_no_18250_2008.pdf
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/sites/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/files/documentos/publicaciones/Guia_Volver_a_Uruguay.pdf
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18076-2006
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18076-2006
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/14252.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/14252.pdf
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-2008
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-2008
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/uruguay_le_no_18250_2008.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/uruguay_le_no_18250_2008.pdf
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/constitucion/1967-1967/37
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/constitucion/1967-1967/37
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Link 2 to primary law: Constitución de la 
República Oriental del Uruguay de 1967 

6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

Law No. 18.250 is Uruguay’s Migration Law, 
which establishes rights and obligations for 
migrants and returnees. It does not explicitly 
regulate deported individuals, nor does it create a 
reintegration program for them. However, its 
protections apply broadly to all persons in the 
national territory, regardless of migratory status, 
which includes deportees upon return. Although 
Law 18.250 does not create special benefits for 
deportees (such as housing or financial aid), its 
universal rights framework ensures: 

▪ No denial of justice or healthcare due to 
deportation. 

▪ Equal treatment under labor law once 
documentation is resolved. 

▪ Protection against discrimination, consistent 
with Uruguay’s constitutional and international 
obligations. 

Link 1 to primary law: 
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-
2008 

Link 2 to primary law: Uruguay: Ley Nº 18.250 - 
Migración 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Upon arrival in Uruguay, deported Uruguayans do 
not face immigration detention or automatic court 
proceedings. 

▪ Uruguayan regulations establish that every 
citizen has the inalienable right to enter and 
reside in his or her country of origin. 

▪ The National Directorate of Migration only 
verifies identity and travel documents at the 
airport. 

▪ There are no immigration detention centers in 
Uruguay and the practice of depriving people 

returned for immigration reasons of their 
liberty is not applied in this country. 

Possible exception: if the person has criminal 
cases pending in Uruguay (for example, a valid 
arrest warrant), he or she could be detained by 
the judicial authority. But this is not linked to the 
fact of deportation, but to previous criminal 
proceedings. 

Source: 

▪ Global Detention Project – Uruguay: Country 
Page (explains that Uruguay does not detain 
people for immigration reasons) Global 
Detention Project – Uruguayand 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

▪ Identity Documents – Uruguay 

People deported from the U.S. to Uruguay do 
not face special restrictions on recovering or 
renewing their documents if they are 
Uruguayan citizens. 

Identity Card and Passport: They are 
processed at the National Directorate of Civil 
Identification (DNIC) with a birth certificate or 
previous documents. 

▪ Civic Credential: It is processed before the 
Electoral Court. 

There are no special programs for deportees, 
but access to these documents is a right 
guaranteed to all nationals. 

Source: 

National Directorate of Civil Identification (DNIC) – 
Ministry of the Interior of Uruguay 

Uruguay’s Electoral Court – Civic Credential 
Procedures 

https://pdba.georgetown.edu/Parties/Uruguay/Leyes/constitucion.pdf
https://pdba.georgetown.edu/Parties/Uruguay/Leyes/constitucion.pdf
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-2008
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18250-2008
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/uruguay_le_no_18250_2008.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/uruguay_le_no_18250_2008.pdf
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/uruguay?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/uruguay?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Upon arrival in Uruguay, deported Uruguayans do 
not face immigration detention or automatic court 
proceedings. 

▪ Uruguayan regulations establish that every 
citizen has the inalienable right to enter and 
reside in his or her country of origin. 

▪ The National Directorate of Migration only 
verifies identity and travel documents at the 
airport. 

▪ There are no immigration detention centers in 
Uruguay and the practice of depriving people 
returned for immigration reasons of their 
liberty is not applied in this country. 

Possible exception: if the person has criminal 
cases pending in Uruguay (for example, a valid 
arrest warrant), he or she could be detained by 
the judicial authority. But this is not linked to the 
fact of deportation, but to previous criminal 
proceedings. 

Source: 

▪ Global Detention Project – Uruguay: Country 
Page (explains that Uruguay does not detain 
people for immigration reasons) Global 
Detention Project – Uruguay 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

Legal Aid Resources: 

Uruguay recognizes the right to free legal aid for 
people who lack economic resources, including 
those who have been deported from the United 

States. This right is supported by various public 
institutions and civil society organizations. 

Public Defender’s Office of the Judiciary: Offers 
free legal advice and representation in various 
areas of law, such as criminal, civil, family and 
labor. People who cannot afford a lawyer have the 
right to access these services. The offices are 
distributed in Montevideo and throughout the 
country. Judicial power 

Neighborhood Legal Clinics: In agreement with 
the Ministry of Social Development (MIDES), the 
Faculty of Law of the University of the Republic 
(Udelar) manages clinics in neighborhoods of 
Montevideo and in departments of the interior. 
They provide free legal advice and sponsorship to 
people whose family income does not exceed two 
national minimum wages. Municipality of 
Montevideo 

Legal Assistance Service for Migrants: The 
Municipality of Montevideo offers free legal advice 
to migrants in vulnerable situations. This service 
is available twice a week in different parts of the 
city. Municipality B 

Fundación ProBono Uruguay: This organization 
coordinates the provision of free legal services by 
volunteer lawyers, especially in cases of public 
interest or people in vulnerable situations. 
fundacionprobonouy.org 

Civil Society Assistance 

In addition to the above legal aid resources, the 
following organizations in Uruguay provide legal 
or non-legal assistance to migrants and, by 
extension, deported individuals. While none have 
programs exclusively for deportees, their services 
can be accessed by anyone returning or in an 
irregular situation: 

1. Asociación Idas y Vueltas 

▪ Mission: Protect and promote the rights of 
migrants in Uruguay. 

▪ Type of Services: 

▪ Legal assistance for residency, visas, 
family reunification, citizenship, and 
refugee status determination. 

▪ Orientation and advocacy for 
migrants facing administrative or legal 
challenges. 

▪ Resources Provided: Legal counseling, 
documentation support, and community 
outreach. 

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/uruguay?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/americas/uruguay?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.poderjudicial.gub.uy/contenido/item/1434-defensorias-publicas.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://montevideo.gub.uy/areas-tematicas/personas-y-ciudadania/prestadores-de-servicios-juridicos-gratuitos?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://montevideo.gub.uy/areas-tematicas/personas-y-ciudadania/prestadores-de-servicios-juridicos-gratuitos?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://municipiob.montevideo.gub.uy/servicio-de-atenci%C3%B3n-jur%C3%ADdica-gratuita-para-personas-migrantes-en-el-b?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://fundacionprobonouy.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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▪ Data on Individuals Helped: While exact 
figures are not published, Idas y Vueltas 
is one of the most active NGOs in 
Uruguay for migrant rights.\ 

▪ Partnerships: Collaborates with local 
municipalities, civil society networks, and 
international organizations like UNHCR 
and IOM. 

Link: https://www.idasyvueltas.org/ 

2. UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees) – Uruguay Office 

▪ Mission: Ensure protection and inclusion 
of refugees, asylum seekers, and other 
forcibly displaced persons. 

▪ Type of Services: 

▪ Legal support for asylum and 
regularization. 

▪ Programs for health, education, and 
labor market integration. 

▪ Resources Provided: Technical 
assistance, advocacy, and coordination 
with government agencies. 

▪ Data on Individuals Helped: Operates 
under a multi-country office; Uruguay 
hosts thousands of refugees and asylum 
seekers annually. 

▪ Partnerships: Works with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, civil society organizations, 
and IOM. 

Link: Uruguay | UNHCR US 

3. Ministry of Social Development (MIDES) 

▪ Mission: Guarantee social protection and 
inclusion for vulnerable populations, 
including migrants. 

▪ Type of Services: 

▪ Food assistance, housing support, 
and documentation help. 

▪ Resources Provided: Social programs 
and emergency aid. 

▪ Data on Individuals Helped: In 2023, 
13,610 foreign migrants received 
assistance; deportees can access these 
services if they meet vulnerability criteria. 

▪ Partnerships: Coordinates with NGOs and 
international agencies like UNHCR and 
IOM. 

Link: Ministry of Social Development (MIDES) 
| EU-LAC Foundation 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

Uruguay does not explicitly recognise a special 
legal right to free or state-supported legal aid 
specifically for deported individuals. However, 
there are general legal protections and 
mechanisms in place that may be applicable. 

Article 1 of Law No. 18.250 (Migration Law) 
guarantees access to justice for all migrants and 
their families, regardless of their migratory status. 
This provision ensures that deported individuals 
have the right to seek legal remedies and 
representation in Uruguay. 

While the law guarantees the right to due process 
and judicial access, it does not mandate the 
provision of free legal aid for deported persons. 
The emphasis is on ensuring fair treatment and 
the opportunity to be heard before the law. 

Uruguay operates a state-supported legal aid 
system through the Defensoría Pública (Public 
Defender’s Office), which offers free legal 
assistance in civil and criminal matters to those 
who cannot afford a lawyer. Migrants, including 
deported individuals, may access these services if 
they meet established vulnerability criteria. 
However, it is important to note that this legal aid 
is not specifically tailored to migration or 
deportation cases. 

3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

Yes, Uruguay has incorporated international 
human rights and refugee law standards into its 
migration framework, which indirectly benefits 
deported or returned individuals. Uruguay is part 
to the following international treaties. 

https://www.idasyvueltas.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/us/where-we-work/countries/uruguay?dataset=POP&yearsMode=range&selectedYears=%5B2012%2C2026%5D&level=OPR&category=PTY&fundingSource=ALS&compareBy=%5B%22category%22%5D&levelCompare=%5B%5B%22OARG_RO_ABC%22%5D%5D&viewType=chart&chartType=bar&contextualDataset=BUD&tableDataView=absolute
https://eulacfoundation.org/en/ministry-social-development-mides
https://eulacfoundation.org/en/ministry-social-development-mides
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International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families (1990) 

▪ It protects migrant workers, both documented 
and undocumented, and their families. 

▪ It guarantees labour, civil, social and cultural 
rights, including access to justice and non-
discrimination. 

▪ Uruguay ratified this convention and 
undertakes to respect and promote these 
rights in its territory. 

▪ Source: Committee on Migrants - UN  

American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of 
San José, 1969) 

▪ Ratified by Uruguay, it guarantees 
fundamental rights such as life, personal 
integrity, liberty, equality and due process for 
all persons under the jurisdiction of the State, 
including migrants and returnees. 

▪ Source: OAS - IACHR 

International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (1966) 

▪ Ratified by Uruguay, it protects civil and 
political rights of all people, regardless of 
nationality or immigration status. 

▪ It includes rights such as access to justice, 
protection from arbitrary detention, and due 
process. 

▪ Source: UN Human Rights 

Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 
(1951) and Protocol of 1967 

▪ Uruguay has incorporated this convention into 
its Law No. 18.076 (2006). 

▪ It protects people seeking refuge, establishing 
the principle of non-refoulement (non-
refoulement to a country where their life or 
freedom is at risk). 

▪ Source: UNHCR 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

In Uruguay, there are several legal education and 
awareness programs, especially aimed at 

migrants, including those who have been 
deported. 

Intercultural Education and Migrants Program 
(MEC) Mission: To promote the full exercise of the 
rights of migrants within the Uruguayan education 
system – both formal and non-formal – from a 
Human Rights perspective. 

Services: 

▪ Access and guidance on admission, 
continuity and validation of studies 
(revalidations, apostilles, etc.). 

▪ Training in interculturality and rights with a 
focus on teachers and educational 
communities. 

▪ Featured project: “Walls that Unite” – art as a 
tool for reflection on rights, migration and 
interculturality in localities such as Canelones, 
Rocha, Rivera, among others. 

Source: 

Intercultural Education and Migrants | Ministry of 
Education and Culture 

“Educating without Borders” Campaign (MEC + 
IIN-OAS) Mission: To raise awareness of the 
rights of children and adolescents in human 
mobility in the education system, disseminating 
national and international regulations and 
promoting cultural diversity. 

Services: Information and promotion of inclusion 
and interculturality in schools, with a focus on 
protecting the rights of migrant children. 

Source: 

Educating Without Borders | Ministry of Education 
and Culture 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

There is no specific program in Uruguay to 
recover belongings left in the U.S. after 
deportation. The most effective thing to do is to 
anticipate, organize a representative with legal 
power of attorney and take advantage of consular 
channels. From Uruguay you can receive 
guidance through the Foreign Ministry, but the 
main management must occur from the U.S. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cmw?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2001/0005.pdf
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-educacion-cultura/politicas-y-gestion/educacion-intercultural-migrantes
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-educacion-cultura/politicas-y-gestion/educacion-intercultural-migrantes
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-educacion-cultura/comunicacion/campanas/educar-sin-fronteras
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-educacion-cultura/comunicacion/campanas/educar-sin-fronteras
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2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

There is no specific bilateral agreement between 
Uruguay and the U.S. to automatically help 
deported people recover property, wages or 
financial assets in the United States. 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

To date, no specific bilateral agreement between 
the United States and Uruguay has been publicly 
identified that directly regulates the repatriation of 
migrants or deportees. However, there are 
memorandums of understanding (MOUs) and 
agreements in related areas, such as border 
security and cooperation in combating serious 
crimes, which could indirectly influence 
repatriation processes. 

Memorandum of Understanding for Development 
Cooperation (2024) 

Signatories: Uruguayan Agency for International 
Cooperation (AUCI) and the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID). 

Objective: To strengthen development 
cooperation in third countries through triangular 
cooperation in the region. 

Relevance to repatriation: Although it does not 
directly address repatriation, this agreement can 
facilitate the return of migrants through 
development projects in countries of origin. 

Source: 

Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for 
Development Cooperation between AUCI and 
USAID | Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Border Security Agreement (2023) 

Signatories: Governments of Uruguay and the 
United States. 

Objective: To strengthen collaboration on border 
security, including information sharing and 
cooperation in the fight against transnational 
crime. 

Relevance to repatriation: This agreement can 
influence repatriation processes by improving 
security and border management. 

Source: 

Uruguay and the United States signed border 
security agreement | Presidency Uruguay 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Uruguay must guarantee that deported or 
returned people have access to a safe, dignified 
process that respects their human rights. This 
involves: 

1. Dignified and safe treatment during transport 
and arrival in the country (Law 18.250 and the 
Constitution, art. 72). 

1. Non-refoulement to situations of risk (principle 
of non-refoulement, 1951 Refugee 
Convention and CAT). 

2. Access to information, legal and consular 
assistance before, during and after return. 

3. Support for social reintegration: health, 
education, housing, documentation and 
employment guidance. 

4. Respect for the rights of vulnerable groups: 
children, women, people with disabilities. 

5. Compliance with ratified international human 
rights standards, including the ACHR, ICCPR 
and ILO conventions on migrants. 

In summary, Uruguay combines national legal 
framework, international treaties and UN/IOM 
standards to ensure that repatriation is safe, 
dignified and with access to fundamental rights. 

Sources: 

Ley N.º 18.250 de Migración (2008) 

Pacto Mundial para una Migración Segura, 
Ordenada y Regular 

Tratados de Derechos Humanos Ratificados por 
Uruguay 

https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/comunicacion/comunicados/firma-del-memorandum-entendimiento-para-cooperacion-para-desarrollo-entre
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/comunicacion/comunicados/firma-del-memorandum-entendimiento-para-cooperacion-para-desarrollo-entre
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-relaciones-exteriores/comunicacion/comunicados/firma-del-memorandum-entendimiento-para-cooperacion-para-desarrollo-entre
https://www.gub.uy/presidencia/comunicacion/noticias/uruguay-estados-unidos-firmaron-acuerdo-seguridad-fronteriza
https://www.gub.uy/presidencia/comunicacion/noticias/uruguay-estados-unidos-firmaron-acuerdo-seguridad-fronteriza
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2008/6248.pdf
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/19oct2017_iom_uruguay.pdf
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/19oct2017_iom_uruguay.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2010/7809.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2010/7809.pdf
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5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Uruguayan consulates offer several key services 
for citizens abroad, which could apply to people in 
deportation proceedings or already deported. a) 
Issuance, renewal, or replacement of Uruguayan 
passports and emergency travel documents. b) 
Advice on obtaining Uruguayan civil documents 
(birth, marriage, ID, etc.), c) legal contact or 
mediation with local authorities when a 
Uruguayan citizen faces charges or is detained in 
the United States, d) consular registration of 
itineraries or trips, which facilitates their location in 
emergency situations. 

Embassy of Uruguay in United States of America | 
VisaHQ 

Uruguayan Consular Card - Home 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

By 2025, ICE reports that 80 Uruguayan citizens 
were removed in the past five years, 25 in its 
fiscal year 2024. 

ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations 
Statistics | ICE 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

In Uruguay, Carrasco International Airport 
(Montevideo) is the main international air terminal 
in the country. Although it has not been 
specifically confirmed that deportation flights will 
arrive there, it is reasonable to assume that, if 
there is a formal arrival, it would be this airport. 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

In Uruguay, there is no specific public information 
detailing the exact cities where deported people 
are resettled upon arrival. 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

There is no disaggregated official data available 
on the specific demographic characteristics (age, 
sex, family status, educational level, years in the 
U.S.) of people deported from the United States to 
Uruguay. 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

Deportations of Uruguayan citizens from the 
United States are usually motivated by various 
legal and administrative reasons, both within the 
framework of U.S. law and Uruguayan 
immigration regulations. 

Legal and Administrative Grounds in the United 
States Illegal entry or stay: Entering the U.S. 
without proper documentation or remaining in the 
country after the visa expires. 

Source: 

USAGov 

Criminal offenses: Being convicted of felonies, 
such as drug trafficking, immigration fraud, or 
domestic violence. 

Source: 

Diario AS 

https://www.visahq.com/uruguay/embassy/united-states/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.visahq.com/uruguay/embassy/united-states/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.tarjetaconsularuruguaya.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.usa.gov/es/proceso-deportacion-estados-unidos?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://as.com/us/actualidad/revelan-los-motivos-por-los-que-los-inmigrantes-pueden-ser-deportados-de-estados-unidos-aunque-tengan-una-green-card-n/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Violations of immigration laws: Infractions such as 
the misuse of official documents or ties to 
organizations that threaten national security. 

Source: 

Diario AS 

Unlawful re-entry after removal: Attempting to re-
enter the U.S. after being previously deported. 

Source: 

El País 

Expedited Removal: Applied to people who 
entered without documents and have been in the 
country for less than two years, allowing their 
deportation without a court hearing. 

Source: 

Know Your Rights: Prepare for Trump’s Threats 
of Mass Deportation - National Immigrant Justice 
Center 

Grounds for Expulsion under Uruguay’s Migration 
Law No. 18,250 

Uruguayan legislation establishes the following 
grounds for the expulsion of foreigners: 

Irregular entry: Entering the country through 
unauthorized points or evading immigration 
control. UNHCR 

Illegal stay: To remain in the country after the 
authorized period of stay has expired. UNHCR 

Criminal conduct: Committing crimes of an 
intentional nature in the national territory. UNHCR 

Immigration fraud: Obtaining immigration status 
through simulated or fraudulent facts or acts. 
UNHCR 

Prolonged absence: Absenting oneself from the 
country for a period of more than three years 
without justification. 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

Key laws on transparency and access to 
information 

1. Law No. 18,381 – Right of Access to Public 
Information (2008) 

Objective: To guarantee the fundamental right 
of people to access public information, 
promoting transparency in the administrative 
function of public bodies, whether state or 
non-state. 

Application: This law applies to all public 
agencies, including those related to migration 
and repatriation. 

Source: LATU | Transparency | Law on 
Access to Public Information 

2. Law No. 18.250 – Migration Law (2008) 

Article 12: Establishes that every migrant has 
the right to be provided by the State with 
information regarding his or her rights, duties, 
and guarantees, especially with regard to his 
or her migratory status. 

Implementation: Although it does not mandate 
the public publication of data on deportations, 
it does guarantee the right of migrants to 
receive information about their situation. 

Source: UNHCR - Migration Law 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

The Ministry of the Interior is in charge of 
registering Uruguayans who enter or leave 
Uruguay, only that it does not specify where they 
come from or where they are going, limiting itself 
only to the number. 

Statistical Yearbook of the National Directorate of 
Migration 2024 | Ministry of the Interior 

https://as.com/us/actualidad/revelan-los-motivos-por-los-que-los-inmigrantes-pueden-ser-deportados-de-estados-unidos-aunque-tengan-una-green-card-n/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://elpais.com/us/migracion/2025-04-04/cuales-son-los-diferentes-tipos-de-deportacion-en-estados-unidos.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://immigrantjustice.org/es/for-immigrants/know-your-rights/mass-deportation-threats/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://immigrantjustice.org/es/for-immigrants/know-your-rights/mass-deportation-threats/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://immigrantjustice.org/es/for-immigrants/know-your-rights/mass-deportation-threats/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2008/6248.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2008/6248.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2008/6248.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2008/6248.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.latu.org.uy/transparencia-items/transparencia/ley-de-acceso-a-la-informacion-publica
https://www.latu.org.uy/transparencia-items/transparencia/ley-de-acceso-a-la-informacion-publica
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2008/6248.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-interior/datos-y-estadisticas/estadisticas/anuario-estadistico-direccion-nacional-migracion-2024
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-interior/datos-y-estadisticas/estadisticas/anuario-estadistico-direccion-nacional-migracion-2024
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8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Yes, deportation statistics can be requested under 
Uruguay’s Access to Information Law (Law 
18.381) 

Link: 

Ley-Nº-18.381-Acceso-a-la-información.pdf 
/IMPO 

However, note that deportation statistics in 
Uruguay typically cover people deported from 
Uruguay (as compiled by the National Directorate 
of Migration and the Ministry of the Interior, which 
manage outbound deportations of foreign 
nationals. 

Individuals deported to Uruguay (Uruguayan 
nationals returned from other countries) are 
typically not included in these migration 
deportation reports, because they are not 
considered “deportations” under Uruguay’s 
migration enforcement, rather they are treated as 
returns or repatriations. Data on returnees may 
appear in consular service reports. The most 
complete information on deportations from the 
United States to Uruguay would be maintained by 
ICE. ICE deportation data is publicly accessible in 
the U.S. through Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests and official dashboards. 
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https://www.cus.org.uy/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Ley-N%C2%BA-18.381-Acceso-a-la-informacio%CC%81n.pdf
https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/leyes/18381-2008?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

 

 


