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Venezuela

Post-Deportation Experiences 

1. Circumstances: Provide detailed 
descriptions of what happens to 
individuals who are deported from the 
US to this country. 

Below is a summary of what happens to people 
deported from the US to Venezuela: 

On the plane and disembarkation: 

▪ Flights are ICE-chartered “ICE Air” removals. 
(Reuters, Oct. 19, 2023 First U.S. deportation 
flight lands in Venezuela under new Biden 
crackdown | Reuters; AP, Oct. 2023: US 
resumes deportation flights to Venezuela with 
more than 100 migrants on board | AP News ; 
ICE Air overview: ICE Air Operations | ICE). 

▪ Upon landing at Simon Bolivar International 
Airport (Maiquetía), migrants disembark under 
escort and are handed over to Venezuelan 
authorities. (Reuters: First U.S. deportation 
flight lands in Venezuela under new Biden 
crackdown | Reuters; AP: US resumes 
deportation flights to Venezuela with more 
than 100 migrants on board | AP News). 

Initial Reception and ID Checks 

Processing is led by Venezuela’s immigration 
authority (SAIME) with the presence of security 
services. Procedures documented include 
photographing, fingerprinting, and basic 
biographic verification. (Reuters video/report, Oct. 
18, 2023: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-
carries-out-first-deportation-flight-venezuela-
years-2023-10-18/). Authorities verify travel 
documents issued for the flight (passports or 
laissez-passer) and check identities against 
national databases, including for outstanding 
warrants. (Reuters: First US deportation flight in 
years lands in Venezuela | Reuters; HRW World 
Report 2024—Venezuela: World Report 2024: 
Venezuela | Human Rights Watch).Questioning 
and security screening 

▪ Some arrivals undergo questioning by 
security agencies (SEBIN or DGCIM) about 
time abroad, activities, and contacts. Those 
with profiles linked to opposition, protests, 
military, or journalism face heightened 
scrutiny. (HRW 2024: World Report 2024: 

Venezuela | Human Rights Watch; Amnesty 
International 2023/2024—Venezuela: Human 
rights in Venezuela Amnesty International 

▪ Reports note instances of short-term 
detention for additional screening. Duration 
and frequency vary and are not systematically 
documented. (HRW 2024: 
https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2024/country-chapters/venezuela; 
Amnesty 2024: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas
/south-america/venezuela/report-venezuela/; 
Reuters follow-ups 2023–2024: 
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/). 

Searches and Device/luggage reviews 

▪ Luggage is routinely inspected. Journalistic 
accounts from the first flights mention some 
phone checks. Practices are inconsistent 
across flights. (Reuters, Oct. 19, 2023: First 
U.S. deportation flight lands in Venezuela 
under new Biden crackdown | Reuters; AP, 
Oct. 2023: US resumes deportation flights to 
Venezuela with more than 100 migrants on 
board | AP News). 

Outcome after processing 

▪ Many people are released on the same day 
from the airport area once checks are 
completed. Migrants are typically released to 
family or self-arranged transportation. 
(Reuters, Oct. 19, 2023: First U.S. deportation 
flight lands in Venezuela under new Biden 
crackdown | Reuters; AP, Oct. 2023: US 
resumes deportation flights to Venezuela with 
more than 100 migrants on board | AP News). 

▪ Individuals flagged for investigation may be 
held for further questioning by security 
bodies. Some rights groups document risks of 
arbitrary detention and ill-treatment in broader 
country-conditions reporting, through data 
specific to US deportees is limited. (HRW 
2024: World Report 2024: Venezuela | 
Human Rights Watch; Amnesty 2024: Human 
rights in Venezuela Amnesty International). 

Documentation and Immediate Practicalities 

▪ Migrants often lack current Venezuelan IDs or 
passports due to issuance backlogs, 
complicating immediate access to services or 
travel onward from Caracas. (HRW 2024: 
World Report 2024: Venezuela | Human 
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Rights Watch; IOM Venezuela snapshots 
2023: IOM 2023 Snapshot | International 
Organization for Migration) No transparent, 
standarized government reintegration 
program for deportees at the airport. Official 
messaging has sometimes framed arrivals 
within “Vuelta a la Patria” geared to voluntary 
returns, not deportations. (IOM 2023: 
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) Crisis 
Response Plan 2023 | Global Crisis 
Response Platform; Venezuelan Plan Vuelta 
a la Patria: Gran Mision vuelta a la Patria 
(@vueltalapatria) • Instagram photos and 
videos). 

Travel from the airport 

▪ People traveling to other states often pass 
through checkpoints where authorities (or in 
some regions, armed groups) may conduct 
additional checks. NGOs report risks of 
extortion or harassment in some corridors. 
(HRW 2024: World Report 2024: Venezuela | 
Human Rights Watch; Insight Crime 2024: 
Venezuela Organized Crime News. 

▪ Given shortages and service disruptions, 
arranging transport, lodging, and healthcare 
can be challenging immediately post-arrival 
(PAHO/WHO 2023: Venezuela (Bolivarian 
Republic of); HRW 2024: World Report 2024: 
Venezuela | Human Rights Watch). 

NGOs with additional useful information: 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) — country-
conditions and return risks 

▪ Summarizes arrival-stage risks (screening by 
security forces, arbitrary detention, 
ill-treatment risks for perceived opponents) 
and documentation barriers that affect 
deportees upon return (HRW World Report 
2024—Venezuela: World Report 2024: 
Venezuela | Human Rights Watch). 

▪ While not a procedural “how-to,” HRW’s 
reporting is often cited to describe what 
returnees can face at and after the airport. 

Amnesty International — arrival screening, 
detention risk, and due process concerns 

▪ Provides a concise overview of how state 
security agencies treat perceived dissenters, 
which informs risk assessments for deported 
returnees during airport processing and 
shortly after (Amnesty International, Annual 
Report 2023/2024—Venezuela: Human rights 
in Venezuela Amnesty International). 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) — 
returns/reintegration context 

▪ Offers snapshots on documentation hurdles, 
service access, and reintegration challenges 
that deportees encounter on arrival; includes 
references to official “Vuelta a la Patria” 
framing vs. forced returns (IOM Venezuela 
country page: Venezuela | International 
Organization for Migration; IOM Venezuela 
Situation Report (example, Aug. 2023): Over 
Four Million Venezuelan Refugees and 
Migrants Struggle to Meet Basic Needs 
across the Americas | International 
Organization for Migration). 

UNHCR — protection guidance on returns to 
Venezuela 

▪ Advises on non-refoulement risks and profiles 
at heightened risk upon return, which helps 
interpret airport screening and potential 
detention for certain groups (UNHCR 
Guidance Note on the Outflow of 
Venezuelans, 2023: Guidance Note on the 
Outflow of Venezuelans | Refworld). 

Refugees International — policy briefs on 
deportations and protection gaps 

▪ Summarizes the implications of resumed U.S. 
deportation flights, including likely arrival 
screening and risks for specific profiles; not a 
procedural manual but a succinct overview 
(Refugees International commentary on U.S.–
Venezuela deportations, , Oct. 2025: Let 
Them Stay Update #6 - Refugees 
International). 

Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) — 
analysis of removals and arrival risks 

▪ Provides policy analysis on the reactivation of 
removals to Venezuela, with descriptions of 
airport processing, security-service 
questioning, and broader human rights 
context (WOLA analysis hub on migration and 
Venezuela; example overview: Policy 
Research and Analysis in Latin America | 
WOLA). 

International Crisis Group — security environment 
affecting returnees 

▪ Describes the role of Venezuelan security 
services and armed groups that returnees 
may encounter at checkpoints after airport 
release; helpful for understanding post-arrival 
movement (Crisis Group Venezuela briefings: 
Venezuela | International Crisis Group). 
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Insight Crime — checkpoints and extortion risks 
on onward travel 

▪ Synthesizes how security forces and 
non-state actors control corridors that 
deportees may traverse after arrival, 
informing practical risk during onward travel 
(Insight Crime Venezuela country page: 
Venezuela Organized Crime News). 

2. Resources: Explain the resources and 
support available to deported 
individuals in this country. 

Resources and support in Venezuela varies by 
location and over time, and services can be 
limited due to Venezuela’s humanitarian context: 

Government Programs and Official Support 

▪ “Plan Vuelta a la Patria” (government-run 
returns program): Provides limited assistance 
primarily for voluntary returns (transport, 
some reception), not specifically tailored to 
deportees. (Venezuelan Plan Vuelve a la 
Patria: Gran Mision vuelta a la Patria 
(@vueltalapatria) • Instagram photos and 
videos; IOM country page: Venezuela | 
International Organization for Migration). 

▪ Civil registries and IDs (SAIME): Returnees 
need valid IDs/passports to access services 
and formal work. Obtaining or renewing 
documents can be slow and costly due to 
backlogs, which limits practical access to 
government support (HRW World Report 
2024—Venezuela: World Report 2024: 
Venezuela | Human Rights Watch; IOM 
Situation Report example, Aug. 2023: Over 
Four Million Venezuelan Refugees and 
Migrants Struggle to Meet Basic Needs 
across the Americas | International 
Organization for Migration). 

▪ Social service programs (Carnet de la Patria 
ecosystem): Some returnees may access 
subsidized food (CLAP boxes), health 
services, and social missions upon re-
enrollment at local community councils. 
Access varies by locality and documentation 
status. (Government portal on social 
missions: https://www.patria.org.ve). 

International organizations and NGO assistance 

▪ UNHCR: Focuses on protection services 
(legal orientation, documentation support for 
statelessness/at-risk cases), cash-based 
assistance for vulnerable households, and 

referrals to shelter/health services via partner 
NGOs; availability is location-dependent 
(UNHCR Venezuela operations: Venezuela 
situation | UNHCR, UNHCR Venezuela - Help 
for refugees and asylum-seekers). 

▪ Caritas Venezuela: Provides food assistance, 
nutrition screening, limited health services, 
and casework for vulnerable families; widely 
cited as a key civil society provider amid 
shortages (Caritas Venezuela overview via 
Caritas Internationalis: Venezuela - Caritas). 

▪ Pan American Health Organization/WHO: 
Coordinates health system support and 
vaccination campaigns; can guide access 
points for primary care and essential 
medicines through Ministry of Health facilities. 
[PAHO Venezuela: Venezuela (República 
Bolivariana de) - OPS/OMS | Organización 
Panamericana de la Salud). 

Local Orgs 

▪ Local NGOs and legal aid groups (vary by 
city): Offer guidance on documentation, 
victims’ assistance, or human rights 
accompaniment—examples include Provea 
and Foro Penal for rights defense and 
monitoring, which may advise individuals who 
face arbitrary detention or abuses on return 
(Provea: Inicio - PROVEA; Foro Penal: Home 
- Foro Penal). 

▪ Catholic charities and Caritas Venezuela: 
Provides food assistance, malnutrition 
screening, medical referrals, and casework in 
parishes and diocesan centers nationwide; 
can be a first entry point for basic needs. 
(Cáritas de Venezuela: Home - Caritas de 
Venezuela). 

▪ Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) and Fe y 
Alegría: Offer legal orientation, psychosocial 
support, education, and protection services 
for migrants and returnees in border states 
and urban centers. (JRS LAC: Venezuela - 
JRS). 

▪ HIAS Venezuela: Provides legal aid, mental 
health and psychosocial support (MHPSS), 
gender-based violence services, and 
economic inclusion programs to displaced 
and vulnerable people, including returnees, in 
several regions. (HIAS Venezuela: HIAS 
Venezuela | Support For Refugees In 
Venezuela | HIAS). 

▪ Save the Children, World Vision, and local 
CSOs: Child protection, education, and 
household assistance for families with 
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children; services vary by location and 
funding cycles. (Save the Children 
Venezuela: HIAS Venezuela | Support For 
Refugees In Venezuela | HIAS; World Vision: 
Venezuela crisis: Facts, FAQs, and how to 
help | World Vision). 

Documentation and Civil Registry 

▪ Re-obtaining IDs: Deported persons who lost 
IDs can apply for a new cédula at SAIME; 
requirements typically include birth certificate 
or copies, and police report if lost/stolen. 
Processing times vary and may require online 
appointments. (SAIME: SAIME). 

▪ Birth/marriage certificates and records: Civil 
registries (Registro Civil) in municipalities 
issue certified copies needed for IDs and 
benefits. (Registro Civil: Registro Civil - 
Embajada de la República Bolivariana de 
Venezuela). 

▪ Consular records for children born abroad: If 
returning with foreign-born children, register 
birth with Venezuelan civil registry using 
consular certificates. (Registro Civil guidance: 
https://www.venez.pl/registro-civil/). 

Health Care and Psychosocial Support 

▪ Public health network (Ministry of Popular 
Power for Health): Primary care is nominally 
free; access points include Ambulatorios, 
Centros de Diagnóstico Integral (CDI), and 
hospitals. Bring any medical reports from the 
deportation process. (MPPS: MPPS; PAHO 
country page: Venezuela (República 
Bolivariana de) - OPS/OMS | Organización 
Panamericana de la Salud). 

▪ Mental health and psychosocial support: 
UNHCR partners, HIAS, JRS, and Caritas 
provide counseling, group support, and 
referrals for trauma and stress related to 
forced return. (HIAS Venezuela: HIAS 
Venezuela | Support For Refugees In 
Venezuela | HIAS; JRS Venezuela - JRS). 

Livelihoods, education, and reintegration 

▪ Cash and voucher assistance: IOM and 
NGOs periodically provide multipurpose cash 
to highly vulnerable households; enrollment 
often requires a vulnerability assessment. 
(IOM AVRR/CBI: Cash-based interventions | 
International Organization for Migration). 

▪ Employment and training: Limited formal 
programs exist; some NGOs run vocational 
training, entrepreneurship coaching, and 
small grants for microbusiness. Check HIAS, 

JRS, and Fe y Alegría centers locally. (HIAS 
Venezuela: above; JRS LAC page; Fe y 
Alegría: Inicio FyA Internacional - 
#SomosFeyAlegria en el Mundo). 

▪ Education re-entry: Public schools can enroll 
children without immediate full 
documentation, with later regularization 
through the school and civil registry, 
according to Ministry circulars implemented 
with UNICEF support. (UNICEF Venezuela 
education support: UNICEF Venezuela). 

▪ Housing/shelter: Emergency shelters are 
limited; faith-based shelters and NGOs 
sometimes offer short-term accommodation in 
border areas. 

Border and Transit Assistance 

▪ Humanitarian support at entry points: At major 
border crossings (e.g., with Colombia), 
humanitarian organizations run assistance 
points providing water, food, medical checks, 
information, and referrals. (OCHA Venezuela 
humanitarian snapshots: Venezuela | OCHA). 

▪ Restoring Family Links: ICRC and 
Venezuelan Red Cross can help contact 
relatives or trace separated family members. 
(ICRC RFL: Restoring Family Links | 
Restoring Family Links; Venezuelan Red 
Cross: Cruz Roja Venezolana). 

Legal orientation and protection 

From question 2.3- Blas Ichaso work product 

1. National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) 

Offers Know Your Rights workshops, legal 
consultations, and representation for: 

Asylum seekers 

Detained immigrants 

DACA recipients 

LGBTQ+ migrants 

Victims of trafficking 

Runs an Immigration Court Helpdesk and 
DACA renewal clinics. 

NIJC: Immigrant Rights and Immigration 
Legal Services 

https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-relief-news-stories/venezuela-crisis-facts
https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-relief-news-stories/venezuela-crisis-facts
https://www.saime.gob.ve/
https://www.venez.pl/registro-civil/
https://www.venez.pl/registro-civil/
https://www.venez.pl/registro-civil/
https://www.venez.pl/registro-civil/
https://mpps.gob.ve/
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://jrs.net/en/country/venezuela/
https://www.iom.int/cash-based-interventions
https://www.iom.int/cash-based-interventions
https://www.feyalegria.org/
https://www.feyalegria.org/
https://www.unicef.org/venezuela/
https://www.unocha.org/venezuela
https://familylinks.icrc.org/
https://familylinks.icrc.org/
https://cruzroja.ve/
https://immigrantjustice.org/
https://immigrantjustice.org/
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2. United We Dream (UWD) 

The largest immigrant youth-led network in 
the U.S. 

Provides: 

Deportation Defense Guides 

Leadership training 

Legal preparedness packets 

Know Your Rights resources by state 

Offers community organizing and advocacy 
tools. 

Deportation Defense | Protect Yourself and 
Know Your Rights 

3. Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) 

Develops legal education materials for 
immigrants and attorneys. 

Offers community workshops and legal 
orientation sessions. 

Focuses on deportation defense, immigration 
relief, and policy advocacy. 

Immigrant Legal Resource Center | ILRC | 

4. Immigration Advocates Network 

Network and directory of organizations 
providing support to immigrants and migrants 
in the U.S. 

Immigration Advocates Network 

5. Families for Freedom 

It specializes in deportation defense 
education in New York. 

Offers hotlines, legal strategy guides, and 
community support for families affected by 
deportation. 

Families For Freedom 

6. Immigrant Defense Project. 

Immigrant Defense Project - Fighting for 
Justice & Human Rights for ALL 

Within Venezuela, we found no organizations 
specifically addressing returned or deported 
migrants. However, the following organizations 
provide legal advice related to human rights 

violations and other human rights issues, and 
could be helpful for returning migrants: 

1. Foro Penal: 

Provides legal assistance in criminal law 
issues in Venezuela, particularly in cases of 
arbitrary detention (some migrants may be 
subject to detention in Venezuela after being 
repatriated due to criminal records. 

Home - Foro Penal 

Caritas Venezuela 

Catholic charity that provides support to 
migrants. 

Home - Foro Penal 

2. PROVEA (Programa Venezolana de 
Educación-Acción en Derechos Humanos): 

Longstanding Venezuelan NGO that provides 
legal and human rights support to 
Venezuelans facing human rights violations. 

Home - PROVEA 

3. Convite AC: 

Provides humanitarian and medical aid to 
senior citizens in Venezuela. 

Inicio - Convite 

4. Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC): 

Provide humanitarian, food, medical and legal 
aid to Venezuelan refugees, migrants and 
individuals within the country. 

NRC in Venezuela | NRC 

5. CECODAP: 

Provides legal and psychological support to 
minors, and supports issues involving 
children, adolescents and minors in general. 

https://cecodap.org/ 

6. Defiende Venezuela: 

Provides legal advice related to human rights 
and human rights violations affecting 
Venezuelans. Defiende Venezuela 
specializes in taking legal action before local 
courts, international organizations such as 
applications for precautionary measures 
before the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights, and human rights litigation 
before the Inter-American Court of Human 

https://unitedwedream.org/our-work/deportation-defense/
https://unitedwedream.org/our-work/deportation-defense/
https://www.ilrc.org/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/
https://familiesforfreedom.org/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/
https://foropenal.com/
https://foropenal.com/
https://provea.org/en/
https://conviteac.org/
https://www.nrc.no/countries/south-america/venezuela
https://cecodap.org/
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Rights, the UN Human Rights Committee and 
the International Criminal Court. 

Defiende Venezuela (@defiendeve) • 
Instagram photos and videos 

Home - Defiende Venezuela 

7. Clínica Jurídica UCAB: 

The Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, a 
Jesuit university in Caracas, provides free 
legal advice to individuals in Venezuela on a 
wide range of issues. 

Clínica Jurídica UCAB (@cjuridicaucab) • 
Instagram photos and videos 

Practical Tips 

Keep copies (digital and paper) of all documents 
from the deportation process and previous IDs; 
present them at SAIME and civil registries. 
(SAIME: SAIME). 

Register with local community councils and health 
posts quickly to reconnect with social programs. 
(Inscripción del Comité de Salud :: COMITÉS DE 
SALUD - MPPS; and INICIO | OBPP). 

Use official helplines and verified NGO offices; 
beware of scams offering “express” documents. 
(IOM Venezuela page and UNHCR Help 
Venezuela page above). 

3. Lack of Resources: Highlight any 
gaps or lack of resources available to 
deported individuals in this country. 

There are many resource gaps to deported 
individuals: 

1. Limited, delayed, or costly access to civil 
identification. (Human Rights Watch, 2022; 
“Venezuela: Systemic Human Rights 
Violations” (on documentation barriers): World 
Report 2022: Venezuela | Human Rights 
Watch). 

2. Sparse reintegration programming specifically 
for deported returnees. Most aid targets 
internal needs or outward migration- ad hoc 
and short-term assistance rather than 
sustained reintegration. (Home | R4V). 

3. Insufficient cash assistance and livelihood 
support- programs are small-scale, time-
bound, and often require vulnerability 
assessments many returnees struggle to 
pass. (Venezuela | ReliefWeb Response). 

4. Limited emergency shelter/short-term 
accommodation, especially outside border 
hubs; shelters are often faith-based with few 
beds and short stays. (OCHA Venezuela 
humanitarian snapshots and situation reports 
(shelter/NFI sector): Venezuela | OCHA; 
Caritas Venezuela program briefs (capacity 
constraints): Home - Caritas de Venezuela). 

The remaining information has not been checked 
for quality or validity 

1. Health system constraints: shortages of 
medicines, intermittent services, and out-of-
pocket costs for diagnostics; mental health 
services are limited and concentrated in 
urban centers. (PAHO/WHO Venezuela 
country cooperation and health updates: 
Venezuela (República Bolivariana de) - 
OPS/OMS | Organización Panamericana de 
la Salud; HRW health system reporting: World 
Report 2024: Venezuela | Human Rights 
Watch). 

2. Protection gaps for people at risk (e.g., GBV 
survivors, LGBTIQ+ persons, people facing 
extortion/crime), including limited safe 
housing and specialized services; 
underreporting due to fear and weak 
institutions. (UNHCR Venezuela protection 
updates: ACNUR Venezuela - Ayuda para 
refugiados y solicitantes de asilo and country 
page: Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) | 
UNHCR; Amnesty International reports on 
impunity and protection risks: Human rights in 
Venezuela Amnesty International). 

3. Geographic disparities: Services cluster in 
Caracas and a few border states (Táchira, 
Zulia), with fewer options in interior regions; 
transport costs and insecurity limit access. 
(R4V 5W (Who-What-Where) and sector 
mapping for Venezuela: Home | R4V). 

4. Legal aid capacity is thin; few free providers, 
long wait times, and limited coverage outside 
major cities; specialized support for labor 
rights, family law, or documentation is 
inconsistent. [HIAS Venezuela country page 
(scope of services vs. demand): (HIAS 
Venezuela country page (scope of services 
vs. demand): HIAS Venezuela | Support For 
Refugees In Venezuela | HIAS; JRS LAC 
country operations (limited coverage): Where 
We Work - JRS LAC). 

5. Barriers to school re-enrollment for children 
without documents despite flexible policies; 
schools may still request paperwork or fees 
and learning materials/transport are often 
unaffordable. (UNICEF Venezuela education 

https://www.instagram.com/defiendeve/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/defiendeve/?hl=en
https://defiendevenezuela.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cjuridicaucab/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/cjuridicaucab/?hl=en
https://www.saime.gob.ve/
https://comites-de-salud.webnode.com.ve/tramites-y-servicios-/inscripcion-del-comite-de-salud-/
https://comites-de-salud.webnode.com.ve/tramites-y-servicios-/inscripcion-del-comite-de-salud-/
https://registro.comunas.gob.ve/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/venezuela
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/venezuela
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/venezuela
https://www.r4v.info/en
https://response.reliefweb.int/venezuela
https://www.unocha.org/venezuela
https://caritasvenezuela.org/
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/venezuela
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/venezuela
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/venezuela
https://help.unhcr.org/venezuela/
https://help.unhcr.org/venezuela/
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/venezuela-bolivarian-republic
https://www.unhcr.org/where-we-work/countries/venezuela-bolivarian-republic
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/south-america/venezuela/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/south-america/venezuela/
https://www.r4v.info/en
https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://hias.org/where/venezuela/
https://lac.jrs.net/en/where-we-work/
https://lac.jrs.net/en/where-we-work/
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briefs and situation reports: UNICEF 
Venezuela). 

6. Weak referral pathways and information gaps 
at points of entry; many returnees are 
unaware of available services or face 
inconsistent triage and follow-up. (OCHA 
Venezuela situation reports (coordination and 
information gaps): Venezuela | OCHA; IOM 
Venezuela border assistance updates: 
Regional response to the situation of 
Venezuelan migrants and refugees | 
International Organization for Migration). 

7. Banking/financial inclusion barriers: Without 
valid IDs or with expired documents, opening 
accounts and accessing formal financial 
services is difficult; digital payment systems 
may require “Carnet de la Patria” or national 
IDs. (Venezuela Central Bank regulations 
overview via BCV and government portals: 
Banco Central de Venezuela |; IOM/UNHCR 
cash assistance guidance notes (ID 
requirements): Multipurpose Cash Assistance 
| Venezuela (RMRP) | Humanitarian 
Action).Limited pathways for formal 
employment and recognition of 
skills/credentials obtained abroad; weak labor 
demand and informality dominate. (World 
Bank Venezuela economic updates (labor 
market/informality): Venezuela Overview: 
Development news, research, data | World 
Bank; ILO regional briefs on informality in 
Venezuela: Latin America and the Caribbean | 
International Labour Organization). 

8. Security and extortion risks during transit and 
in high-crime neighborhoods, with constrained 
police/prosecutorial response capacity; 
victims often avoid reporting. (ICG 
(International Crisis Group) reports on 
Venezuela’s security environment: Venezuela 
| International Crisis Group; Ministerio Público 
reporting limitations noted by NGOs: 
PROVEA annual reports: Inicio - PROVEA). 

9. Energy, water, and connectivity outages 
disrupt service delivery (appointments, e-
health, remote casework) and livelihoods 
activities. (OCHA and R4V sector reports on 
infrastructure/operational constraints: 
https://www.r4v.info/en; OCHA Venezuela 
humanitarian updates: 
https://www.unocha.org/venezuela). 

10. Limited services for people with disabilities 
and older adults, including assistive devices, 
accessible transport, and tailored case 
management. (R4V Protection and Health 
sector analyses highlighting specific needs: 
Home | R4V; PAHO age/disability inclusion 

notes in Venezuela: Venezuela (República 
Bolivariana de) - OPS/OMS | Organización 
Panamericana de la Salud). 

4. Efforts Being Considered: Describe 
any efforts or initiatives being 
considered or recently launched by 
this country to assist deported 
individuals. 

There are no programs launched specifically for 
deportees, but we have identified some that are 
commonly used by them and serve as support. 

1. Government-Run Return Program 
Plan Vuelta a la Patria: Provides limited 
support for voluntary returns, including 
transportation and reception. Not specifically 
designed for deportees. Plan Vuelta a la 
Patria - Visa - Embajada de la Republica 
Bolivariana de Venezuela en Argentina 

2. Caritas Venezuela - Food aid, nutrition 
screening, health services, and casework. 
Home - Caritas de Venezuela 

5. National Law: Identify laws, 
regulations, or policies in this country 
that govern the reception or 
reintegration of deported individuals. 

There is no specific law in Venezuela that governs 
the reintegration of deported individuals. 
However, there are legal frameworks that address 
related issues either directly or indirectly. One 
such example is the Ley Orgánica sobre 
Refugiados o Refugiadas y Asilados o Asiladas 
(LORRAA), which guarantees non-refoulement, 
prohibits discrimination, and ensures access to 
legal procedures and protection for vulnerable 
groups, including children and families. 
Additionally, Article 69 of the Constitution of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela prohibits the 
extradition of Venezuelan nationals and affirms 
the right to asylum and refuge, reinforcing the 
state’s obligation to protect its citizens returning 
from abroad. 

Ley Orgánica sobre refugiados o refugiadas y 
asilados o asiladas del 13 de septiembre del 200 

http://www.defiendete.org/docs/de_interes/Leyes/
CONSTITUCION%20 

https://www.unicef.org/venezuela/
https://www.unicef.org/venezuela/
https://www.unocha.org/venezuela
https://www.iom.int/regional-response-situation-venezuelan-migrants-and-refugees
https://www.iom.int/regional-response-situation-venezuelan-migrants-and-refugees
https://www.iom.int/regional-response-situation-venezuelan-migrants-and-refugees
https://www.bcv.org.ve/
https://humanitarianaction.info/plan/1219/ge/8310
https://humanitarianaction.info/plan/1219/ge/8310
https://humanitarianaction.info/plan/1219/ge/8310
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/venezuela/overview
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/venezuela/overview
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/venezuela/overview
https://www.ilo.org/es/regiones-y-paises/america-latina-y-el-caribe
https://www.ilo.org/es/regiones-y-paises/america-latina-y-el-caribe
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela
https://provea.org/
https://www.r4v.info/en
https://www.unocha.org/venezuela
https://www.r4v.info/en
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://www.paho.org/es/venezuela-republica-bolivariana
https://argentina.embajada.gob.ve/repatriaciones/plan-vuelta-a-la-patria-visa/
https://argentina.embajada.gob.ve/repatriaciones/plan-vuelta-a-la-patria-visa/
https://argentina.embajada.gob.ve/repatriaciones/plan-vuelta-a-la-patria-visa/
https://caritasvenezuela.org/
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2001/0308.pdf
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2001/0308.pdf
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/constitucion_venezuela.pdf
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/constitucion_venezuela.pdf
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6. Legal Protections: Determine whether 
this country has specific legal 
protections for deported individuals 
regarding access to health, housing, 
employment, or education. 

There are no specific legal protections for 
returned migrants in Venezuela. While the 
Venezuelan constitution provides rights to free 
universa 

7. Detention or Procedures: Assess 
whether deported individuals face 
detention, or screening, upon arrival in 
this country. 

Generally, Venezuelans deported or returned to 
Venezuela have no issues with their legal status 
or residency in the country, since they are 
Venezuelan nationals. However, there are reports 
of some Venezuelan migrants deported to the 
country in coordination with the United States 
having been subject to arbitrary detention, 
prosecution and in some cases, forced 
disappearances upon their arrival to Simon 
Bolivar International Airport in Maiquetía (near 
Caracas), on flights chartered by the US or 
Venezuelan governments. 

While the Venezuelan government alleges that 
those prosecuted are accused of ordinary crimes 
such as theft, there are documented cases of 
migrants who had fled Venezuela due to political 
persecution or prior arbitrary detention being 
rearrested upon their arrival on deportation flights; 
other migrants who while in the US were active on 
social media criticizing the Venezuelan 
government have been subject to arbitrary 
detention upon arriving in Venezuela in retaliation 
for their criticism of the government. In summary, 
migrants who have been politically persecuted in 
Venezuela or at risk of persecution face a critical 
risk of arbitrary detention, forced disappearance 
and torture upon arrival in Venezuela. 

“Una dinámica perversa de puerta giratoria”: las 
denuncias de nuevos arrestos en Venezuela tras 
la liberación de un grupo de presos - BBC News 
Mundo 

8. Identity Documents: Review what 
legal mechanisms exist in this country 
for deported individuals to recover or 
renew their national identification 
documents. 

The Venezuelan government entity in charge of 
issuing identity documents is the Servicio 
Administrativo de Identificación, Migración y 
Extranjería (SAIME). Generally, renewing and 
issuing national ID documents (Cédula de 
Identidad and Passports) is much easier within 
the country than outside it. The SAIME website 
lists the requirements and procedures: 

SAIME 

Below is a link to the procedures and 
requirements to obtain or renew a national ID card 
(cédula de identidad), which is required for 
basically every bureaucratic proceeding and day-
to-day affairs in the country. 

Trámites en línea – SAIME 

And below the same for passports: 

Trámites en línea – SAIME 

For complex cases, returned migrants should visit 
a SAIME office. There are many offices across 
the country, however, most complex cases 
require visiting the central office in downtown 
Caracas: Avenida Baralt, Edificio 1000. Sede 
SAIME. Planta Baja, Caracas. 

9. Legal Status: What is the legal status 
of individuals upon deportation to this 
country? Are they subject to any 
administrative or judicial procedures? 

Generally, Venezuelans deported or returned to 
Venezuela have no issues with their legal status 
or residency in the country, since they are 
Venezuelan nationals. However, there are reports 
of some Venezuelan migrants deported to the 
country in coordination with the United States 
having been subject to arbitrary detention, 
prosecution and in some cases, forced 
disappearances upon their arrival to Simon 
Bolivar International Airport in Maiquetía (near 
Caracas), on flights chartered by the US or 
Venezuelan governments. 

While the Venezuelan government alleges that 
those prosecuted are accused of ordinary crimes 
such as theft, there are documented cases of 
migrants who had fled Venezuela due to political 

https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.saime.gob.ve/
https://www.saime.gob.ve/tramites-en-linea/
https://www.saime.gob.ve/tramites-en-linea/
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persecution or prior arbitrary detention being 
rearrested upon their arrival on deportation flights; 
other migrants who while in the US were active on 
social media criticizing the Venezuelan 
government have been subject to arbitrary 
detention upon arriving in Venezuela in retaliation 
for their criticism of the government. In summary, 
migrants who have been politically persecuted in 
Venezuela or at risk of persecution face a critical 
risk of arbitrary detention, forced disappearance 
and torture upon arrival in Venezuela. 

“Una dinámica perversa de puerta giratoria”: las 
denuncias de nuevos arrestos en Venezuela tras 
la liberación de un grupo de presos - BBC News 
Mundo 

Legal Aid and Non-Legal Resources 

1. Organizations: Identify all the 
organizations in this country that 
provide legal or non-legal assistance 
to deported individuals. Include: 

− Name of organization 

− Mission 

− Type of service and resources 
they provide 

− Data on the number of individuals 
helped 

− Other organizations they partner 
with 

Foro Penal: 

Provides legal assistance in criminal law issues in 
Venezuela, particularly in cases of arbitrary 
detention (some migrants may be subject to 
detention in Venezuela after being repatriated due 
to criminal records. 

https://foropenal.com/ 

Caritas Venezuela 

Catholic charity that provides support to migrants. 

https://caritasvenezuela.org/ 

PROVEA (Programa Venezolana de Educación-
Acción en Derechos Humanos): 

Longstanding Venezuelan NGO that provides 
legal and human rights support to Venezuelans 
facing human rights violations. 

https://provea.org/en/ 

Convite AC: 

Provides humanitarian and medical aid to senior 
citizens in Venezuela. 

https://conviteac.org/ 

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC): 

Provide humanitarian, food, medical and legal aid 
to Venezuelan refugees, migrants and individuals 
within the country. 

https://www.nrc.no/countries/south-
america/venezuela 

CECODAP: 

Provides legal and psychological support to 
minors, and supports issues involving children, 
adolescents and minors in general. 

https://cecodap.org/ 

IOM Venezuela 

IOM Venezuela implements activities, projects, 
and programs to provide assistance and technical 
support on migration-related topics and human 
rights to the Government, migrants, civil society 
organizations and other partners. 

Venezuela | International Organization for 
Migration 

2. Right to Legal Aid: Does this country 
recognize a legal right to free or state-
supported legal aid for deported 
individuals? 

The Venezuelan Constitution provides for a right 
to free legal assistance in criminal judicial 
proceedings, through State-appointed public 
defenders. However, there is no legal right to 
legal aid for migrants outside the context of legal 
criminal proceedings (i.e., trials). 

However, there are organizations that provide free 
legal assistance to persons in Venezuela, such as 
the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello (UCAB) 
Clínica Jurídica: 
https://www.instagram.com/cjuridicaucab/?hl=en 

https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/articles/c79q2zxerr2o
https://foropenal.com/
https://caritasvenezuela.org/
https://provea.org/en/
https://conviteac.org/
https://www.nrc.no/countries/south-america/venezuela
https://www.nrc.no/countries/south-america/venezuela
https://cecodap.org/
https://www.iom.int/countries/venezuela
https://www.iom.int/countries/venezuela
https://www.instagram.com/cjuridicaucab/?hl=en
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3. International Norms: Has this country 
incorporated international human 
rights or refugee law standards into its 
legal framework for deported or 
returned individuals? 

There is no specific Venezuelan legal framework 
relating to deported or returned individuals. 
However, article 23 of the Venezuelan constitution 
provides constitutional rank to treaties, pacts and 
conventions related to human rights signed and 
ratified by Venezuela, and provide for their 
preferential application whenever they are more 
favorable to the enjoyment and exercise of human 
rights: 

“Article 23. Treaties, pacts, and conventions 
related to human rights, which have been signed 
and ratified by Venezuela, have constitutional 
rank and prevail within the domestic legal system, 
to the extent that they contain provisions more 
favorable to the enjoyment and exercise of such 
rights than those established by this Constitution 
and the laws of the Republic. They are of 
immediate and direct application by the courts 
and other organs of Public Power.” 

http://www.defiendete.org/docs/de_interes/Leyes/
CONSTITUCION%20 

Venezuela is a signatory of the 1951 UN Refugee 
Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the 
Status of Refugees: The 1951 Refugee 
Convention and 1967 Protocol relating to the 
Status of Refugees | UNHCR 

4. Are there legal education or rights-
awareness programs available for 
deported individuals? 

We have found the following programs within the 
US: 

1. National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) 

Offers Know Your Rights workshops, legal 
consultations, and representation for: 

Asylum seekers 

Detained immigrants 

DACA recipients 

LGBTQ+ migrants 

Victims of trafficking 

Runs an Immigration Court Helpdesk and 
DACA renewal clinics. 

NIJC: Immigrant Rights and Immigration 
Legal Services 

2. United We Dream (UWD) 

The largest immigrant youth-led network in 
the U.S. 

Provides: 

Deportation Defense Guides 

Leadership training 

Legal preparedness packets 

Know Your Rights resources by state 

Offers community organizing and advocacy 
tools. 

Deportation Defense | Protect Yourself and 
Know Your Rights 

3. Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) 

Develops legal education materials for 
immigrants and attorneys. 

Offers community workshops and legal 
orientation sessions. 

Focuses on deportation defense, immigration 
relief, and policy advocacy. 

Immigrant Legal Resource Center | ILRC | 

4. Immigration Advocates Network 

Network and directory of organizations 
providing support to immigrants and migrants 
in the US. 

Immigration Advocates Network 

5. Families for Freedom 

It specializes in deportation defense 
education in New York. 

Offers hotlines, legal strategy guides, and 
community support for families affected by 
deportation. 

Families For Freedom 

6. Immigrant Defense Project. 

Immigrant Defense Project - Fighting for 
Justice & Human Rights for ALL 

https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/constitucion_venezuela.pdf
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/constitucion_venezuela.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/media/1951-refugee-convention-and-1967-protocol-relating-status-refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/media/1951-refugee-convention-and-1967-protocol-relating-status-refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/media/1951-refugee-convention-and-1967-protocol-relating-status-refugees
https://immigrantjustice.org/
https://immigrantjustice.org/
https://unitedwedream.org/our-work/deportation-defense/
https://unitedwedream.org/our-work/deportation-defense/
https://www.ilrc.org/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/
https://familiesforfreedom.org/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/
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Within Venezuela, we found no organizations 
specifically addressing returned or deported 
migrants. However, the following organizations 
provide legal advice related to human rights 
violations and other human rights issues, and 
could be helpful for returning migrants: 

1. Foro Penal: 

Provides legal assistance in criminal law 
issues in Venezuela, particularly in cases of 
arbitrary detention (some migrants may be 
subject to detention in Venezuela after being 
repatriated due to criminal records. 

Home - Foro Penal 

Caritas Venezuela 

Catholic charity that provides support to 
migrants. 

Home - Caritas de Venezuela 

1. PROVEA (Programa Venezolana de 
Educación-Acción en Derechos Humanos): 

Longstanding Venezuelan NGOs that 
provides legal and human rights support to 
Venezuelans facing human rights violations. 

Home - PROVEA 

2. Convite AC: 

Provides humanitarian and medical aid to 
senior citizens in Venezuela. 

Inicio - Convite 

3. Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC): 

Provide humanitarian, food, medical and legal 
aid to Venezuelan refugees, migrants and 
individuals within the country. 

NRC in Venezuela | NRC 

4. CECODAP: 

Provides legal and psychological support to 
minors, and supports issues involving 
children, adolescents and minors in general. 

https://cecodap.org/ 

5. Defiende Venezuela: 

Provides legal advice related to human rights 
and human rights violations affecting 
Venezuelans. Defiende Venezuela 
specializes in taking legal action before local 
courts, international organizations such as 
applications for precautionary measures 

before the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights, and human rights litigation 
before the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, the UN Human Rights Committee and 
the International Criminal Court. 

Defiende Venezuela (@defiendeve) • 
Instagram photos and videos 

Home - Defiende Venezuela 

6. Clínica Jurídica UCAB: 

The Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, a 
Jesuit university in Caracas, provides free 
legal advice to individuals in Venezuela on a 
wide range of issues. 

Clínica Jurídica UCAB (@cjuridicaucab) • 
Instagram photos and videos 

Multilateral Cooperation 

1. Access to Belongings: Identify 
programs or resources that allow 
deported individuals to recover 
belongings left behind in the US 

Some charities, such as the ones listed below, 
may assist with personal property recovery, but 
we will need to call each to confirm. From their 
website they assist with immigrant issues but 
what exact services they provide is not listed: 

▪ Catholic Charities: (305) 754-2444 / 
info@ccadm.org 

▪ National Immigrant Justice Center: (312) 583-
9721 / immigrantjustice.org 

2. Are there formal legal mechanisms for 
deported individuals to recover 
property, wages, or financial assets 
from the US after returning to this 
country? 

No Formal Mechanism for U.S.-Based Asset 
Recovery 

▪ Venezuela does not have a formal legal 
process to help deported individuals reclaim 
property or wages lost in the U.S. 

▪ Recovery must be pursued through U.S. legal 
channels, often requiring: 

▪ U.S.-based attorneys 

https://foropenal.com/
https://caritasvenezuela.org/
https://provea.org/en/
https://conviteac.org/
https://www.nrc.no/countries/south-america/venezuela
https://cecodap.org/
https://www.instagram.com/defiendeve/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/defiendeve/?hl=en
https://defiendevenezuela.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cjuridicaucab/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/cjuridicaucab/?hl=en
mailto:info@ccadm.org
https://immigrantjustice.org/
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▪ Remote court filings 

▪ Coordination with consulates or legal 
representatives 

Practical Steps for Deportees 

1. Document Ownership: Keep records of 
deeds, bank accounts, and business assets. 

2. Assign Legal Representation: Use Power of 
Attorney or trusts. 

3. Consult U.S. Immigration & Property 
Attorneys: Especially for contesting asset 
forfeiture. 

4. Engage Consulates: They may offer limited 
support or referrals. 

Risks and Challenges 

▪ Civil Asset Forfeiture: ICE can seize assets if 
linked to alleged illegal activity, even without 
criminal charges. Owners must prove the 
property’s innocence to reclaim it. VisaVerge 

▪ Frozen Accounts & Foreclosures: Deportees 
often lose access to bank accounts or face 
foreclosure due to missed payments. 
cibercuba 

▪ Management from Abroad: Handling assets 
remotely is difficult without legal tools like 
Power of Attorney or Living Trusts. legalclarity 

3. Bilateral Agreements: Identify bilateral 
agreements or memoranda of 
understanding between the US and 
this country on repatriation, and 
summarize their key provisions. 

There are no bilateral agreements that I could 
find. I did find this US Department of Homeland 
Security agency announcement terminating 
Venezuela’s Temporary Protected Status which 
has enabled renewed US deportation efforts (see 
DHS Terminates 2021 Designation of Venezuela 
for Temporary Protected Status). 

4. Safe Repatriation Obligations: Review 
this country’s international obligations 
for ensuring safe and dignified 
repatriation. 

Venezuela is a party to: 

▪ International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights 

▪ UN refugee convention of 1951 and 1967 
protocol 

▪ American Convention on Human Rights 

▪ Vienna Convention on Consular Relations 
(VCCR) -- the following information needs to 
be verified as the sprint did not provide 
sufficient time. According to AI: While the 
VCCR primarily binds the United States 
regarding notification and access while 
Venezuelans are in U.S. custody, Venezuela 
has correlative duties: 

1. Provide consular assistance to nationals 
facing removal, including travel 
documents, identity verification, and 
information on return procedures. 

2. On return, facilitate prompt 
issuance/renewal of passports, ID cards, 
birth registration for children, and civil 
status documents to enable reintegration 
and access to services. 

5. Consular Role: Assess the role of this 
country’s consulates in the US in 
supporting deported nationals prior to 
and after removal. 

Venezuela does not have a consular presence in 
the US. Venezuela’s government has established 
a program called “Plan vuelta a la patria” to assist 
citizens returning to Venezuela. 

Deportation Data 

1. Numbers of Individuals: Provide data 
on the number of individuals deported 
from the US to this country from 
November 2024 to present. 

Miami Herald reported on May 21, 2025 that more 
than 4,600 Venezuelans have returned home in 
recent months and that 3,078 were deported 
directly from the US. 

https://www.visaverge.com/questions/what-happens-to-your-u-s-properties-if-you-are-deported-by-ice/
https://en.cibercuba.com/noticias/2025-03-25-u1-e129488-s27061-nid299565-pasa-bienes-migrante-estados-unidos-deportado
https://legalclarity.org/deportation-and-property-ownership-what-happens-to-assets/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/dhs-terminates-2021-designation-venezuela-temporary-protected-status
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/dhs-terminates-2021-designation-venezuela-temporary-protected-status
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.cidh.oas.org/basicos/english/basic3.american%20convention.htm
https://treaties.un.org/pages/viewdetails.aspx?src=treaty&mtdsg_no=iii-6&chapter=3
https://treaties.un.org/pages/viewdetails.aspx?src=treaty&mtdsg_no=iii-6&chapter=3
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/immigration/article306926076.html
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Reuters reported in March 23, 2025 the arrival of 
199 Venezuelan deportees flown into Venezuela 
(single-flight arrival). 

ICE reports the following for the year 2024 
through November 2024: 

▪ Enforcement and Removal Operations - 3,260 

▪ DHS Removals by Citizenship - 3,540 

ICE reports the following for November-December 
2024: 

▪ 112 Removals 

▪ 1,543 Detentions 

2. Deportation Flights: Identify the 
airports or locations in this country 
where deportation flights from the US 
are arriving during the same period. 

1. Simón Bolívar International Airport near 
Caracas (for example see Vuelven 207 
venezolanos repatriados desde EE. UU.) 
Located in Maiquetía, Vargas state, serving 
Caracas. This is the primary reported arrival 
point for U.S. deportation flights to Venezuela. 

2. News reports from February 2025 and July 
2025 Some indicate that removal operations 
have been routed through third countries, 
specifically El Salvador and Honduras, before 
reaching Venezuela. 

3. Major Cities Receiving Individuals: 
List the major cities in this country 
where deported individuals are 
resettled after arrival. 

In Venezuela, primarily Maiquetia (Caracas 
region) (see 4.2). Some individuals are taken to 
third countries such as Honduras and El Salvador 
before reaching Venezuela (see 4.2). 

The Miami Herald reports that Venezuelans make 
up the largest share of migrants recently deported 
to third countries. Out of roughly 7,900 individuals 
deported to countries where they were neither 
born nor are citizens of, over one-third are from 
Venezuela. 

4. Demographics: Summarize 
demographic data (age, gender, 
family status, education level, years in 
the US of deported individuals to this 
country, if available. 

The demographic data (age, gender, family 
status, education level, years in the U.S.) for 
deported individuals to Venezuela is not readily 
available. However, The Latin Times has reported 
some information about the deportees: “More than 
30% of those deported in 2024 had criminal 
charges or convictions, averaging over five 
offenses per individual. Among them were 3,706 
suspected gang members and 237 individuals 
flagged for potential terrorist ties.” 

Another news outlet Texas Tribune reported that 
the 238 Venezuelan deportees sent from the US 
to El Salvador were all men. 

5. Grounds for Deportation: Identify the 
main legal or administrative grounds 
for deportations to this country (e.g., 
visa overstay, criminal records, border 
detention). 

1. Unlawful presence / entry without 
authorization 

▪ The most common ground: Venezuelans 
(like many other migrants) who crossed 
the U.S. border without inspection or a 
visa can be placed in removal 
proceedings under INA §212(a)(6)(A)(i). 

▪ Some are subject to expedited removal if 
caught near the border. 

2. Visa overstays / status violations 

▪ Venezuelans who entered legally (e.g., 
tourist or humanitarian parole) but 
overstayed their visa or violated terms of 
status (like working without authorization) 
may be deportable under INA 
§237(a)(1)(B). 

3. Criminal convictions 

▪ Certain criminal offenses make a 
noncitizen deportable: 

▪ Aggravated felonies (INA 
§237(a)(2)(A)(iii)) 

▪ Crimes involving moral turpitude 
(CIMTs) 

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/venezuela-receives-hundreds-deported-migrants-us-after-flights-restart-2025-03-24/
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables
https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://www.vtv.gob.ve/vuelven-venezolanos-repatriados-desde-eeuu/
https://www.vtv.gob.ve/vuelven-venezolanos-repatriados-desde-eeuu/
https://apnews.com/article/immigrant-detention-guantanamo-bay-venezeulans-4436c97d8369d663ede98781fd880401
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/el-salvador-sends-detained-venezuelans-home-swap-americans-2025-07-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/el-salvador-sends-detained-venezuelans-home-swap-americans-2025-07-19/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/venezuela/article311590313.html
https://www.latintimes.com/ice-deportations-reach-10-year-high-2024-even-surpassing-peak-trump-administration-569865
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/05/30/trump-el-salvador-deportees-criminal-convictions-cecot-venezuela/#:~:text=But%20the%20government's%20own%20data,accused%20of%20illegal%20gun%20possession.
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▪ Drug-related offenses 

▪ Domestic violence / firearms 
violations 

▪ These apply regardless of nationality. 

4. Security / terrorism grounds 

▪ Rare, but if someone is found 
inadmissible on national security grounds, 
they can be removed under INA 
§§212(a)(3) and 237(a)(4). 

5. Failure of asylum or immigration claims 

▪ Many Venezuelans request asylum, TPS 
(Temporary Protected Status), or parole. 
If those claims are denied or expire, and 
no other legal relief is granted, they may 
be deportable. The United States 
Department of Homeland Security 
announced the termination of the 2021 
designation of Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) for Venezuela, which will 
expire on Sept. 10, 2025. DHS 
Terminates 2021 Designation of 
Venezuela for Temporary Protected 
Status | Homeland Security. 

6. Transparency Rules: Determine 
whether this country has laws 
requiring the publication or public 
reporting of deportation data. 

Venezuela does not currently have legislation 
requiring the publication or public reporting of 
deportation data. 

7. Government Sources: Identify which 
agencies in this country are legally 
responsible for collecting and 
publishing deportation data. 

Ministry of People’s Power for Interior Relations, 
Justice and Peace (MPPRIJP) 

Core public-security and migration policy ministry. 
Oversees immigration control, police bodies, and 
coordinates removal/return operations. Official 
communiqués and statistics, when released, often 
come via this ministry. 

Sources: 

MPPRIJP official site and press room: 
http://www.mpprijp.gob.ve (also mirrored via their 
social channels) 

Gaceta Oficial (Official Gazette) for ministerial 
attributions and reorganizations. 

Administrative Service for Identification, Migration 
and Foreigners (SAIME) 

Venezuela’s immigration authority (under 
MPPRIJP). Responsible for entry/exit controls, 
visas, passports, and foreign nationals’ status. 
SAIME is the logical custodian for migration 
movement data and may release figures or 
statements on returns/deportations. 

Sources: 

SAIME official site: https://www.saime.gob.ve/ 

SAIME communications/social feeds referencing 
migration operations and data. 

Bolivarian National Police / Migration Control units 
and Bolivarian National Guard (GNB) at ports of 
entry 

Operate checkpoints and support custody/transfer 
at airports and borders. They generate 
operational records; public disclosures usually 
flow through MPPRIJP rather than directly. 

Sources: 

MPPRIJP communiqués describing joint 
operations with GNB/PNB at airports and borders. 

National Institute of Civil Aviation (INAC) 

Regulates civil aviation and airports. While not an 
immigration authority, INAC can issue notices 
about special flights and airport operations and 
occasionally provides operational confirmations 
for arrival points. 

Sources: 

INAC official site: https://www.inac.gob.ve/ 

NOTAMs and operational communiqués 
published by INAC. 

Public Ministry (Attorney General’s Office) 

May report on criminal removals or judicial actions 
linked to removals/expulsions. Not a routine 
publisher of migration statistics but it can release 
case-based data. 

National Institute of Statistics (INE) is responsible 
for official statistics across sectors. In practice, 
migration/deportation figures, if published, usually 
come from MPPRIJP/SAIME; INE might 
aggregate or reference them in broader 
demographic products. 

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/dhs-terminates-2021-designation-venezuela-temporary-protected-status
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/dhs-terminates-2021-designation-venezuela-temporary-protected-status
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/dhs-terminates-2021-designation-venezuela-temporary-protected-status
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/03/dhs-terminates-2021-designation-venezuela-temporary-protected-status
http://www.mpprijp.gob.ve/
http://www.mpprijp.gob.ve/
http://www.mpprijp.gob.ve/
https://www.saime.gob.ve/
https://www.saime.gob.ve/
https://www.saime.gob.ve/
https://www.inac.gob.ve/
https://www.inac.gob.ve/
https://www.ministeriopublico.gov.be/
https://ine.gob.ve/
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8. Freedom of Information: Assess 
whether deportation data can be 
obtained through access-to-
information laws in this country. 

Although Venezuela has a law from 2021, in 
practice it is unlikely it will serve to obtain 
deportation data there. 

An anti-corruption coalition, UNCAC Coalition, 
reported on these limitations in October 2024: “On 
September 17, 2021, the National Assembly 
approved the Law of Transparency and Access to 
Information of Public Interest. The Law does not 
include active transparency and limits access to 
public information to what is necessary “for the 
active participation of the people in the design, 
formulation, and monitoring of public 
management.”. The law does not establish a body 
to guarantee access to information, maximum 
periods of confidentiality of information, or 
sanctions for officials who deny access to 
information.” 

Articles 58 and 143 of the Venezuelan 
Constitution also address the matter, recognizing 
a right to information and transparency in public 
administration. 
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https://uncaccoalition.org/uncacparallelreportvenezuela/#:~:text=On%20September%2017%2C%202021%2C%20the,who%20deny%20access%20to%20information.
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Venezuela_2009
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Venezuela_2009


 

 

 

 


