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About this document 
Introduction 

Established in 2018, the Vance Center’s Keep Families Together (KFT) initiative connects pro bono 
lawyers abroad with legal service providers and immigration attorneys in the U.S. representing migrant 
individuals and families. Through this program, volunteer counsel assists in obtaining vital records, 
police and medical records, and other official documentation from migrants’ countries of origin or transit 
to support the legal and administrative processes that lead to family reunification and long-term 
immigration relief. 

Today, the KFT initiative collaborates with more than 150 law firms, pro bono clearinghouses, non-profit 
organizations, bar associations, and university legal clinics across five continents. Together, we have 
supported the legal representation of more than 500 individuals and families, contributing to numerous 
reunifications and durable forms of immigration relief. 

As the immigration policy landscape in the U.S. continues to shift, legal service providers must adapt to 
address their clients’ needs, and tools that can support overburdened and under-resourced service 
providers are more important than ever. 

In 2025 alone, KFT received more than 186 requests for assistance. Looking ahead, we anticipate 
sustained demand for these services. As cases have increased, our team has noted that immigration 
attorneys frequently encounter some of the same questions and procedural barriers, many of them 
related to the essential vital records their clients need for their cases. These questions include: how to 
obtain birth, marriage, and divorce certificates; how to secure death certificates; and how to 
access police records. 

The relevant information about how to access these documents is often fragmented, difficult to navigate, 
or not immediately accessible to practitioners, who have limited time to devote to these proceedings. 
This information gap has critical consequences – we know that delays or uncertainty in obtaining such 
documentation can materially affect the pace and outcome of immigration proceedings.  

In response to this gap, the Vance Center has developed this practical reference tool covering an initial 
group of 31 jurisdictions for which we frequently receive requests. The guide includes countries in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Caribbean. The chapters for three countries (Brazil, India, and 
Mexico) include sub-sections with state-level information for a selection of states. This guide 
complements the Vance Center’s previously published resource, Accessing Vital and Official Records 
in Latin America: A Guide for Immigration Practitioners, published in March 2026. While that guide 
focused on 14 jurisdictions in Latin America and covered a broader range of procedures related to 
obtaining and correcting official records, this new version expands the geographic scope significantly 
and narrows the focus to the official documents most frequently requested in immigration matters. 

 

 

https://www.vancecenter.org/initiatives/keep-families-together/kft-resources/#Official_Records_KFT
https://www.vancecenter.org/initiatives/keep-families-together/kft-resources/#Official_Records_KFT
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The Guide covers: 

• Procedures to request and obtain birth, marriage, divorce, and death certificates 

• Locating and obtaining criminal, police, or arrest records 

Each country chapter includes information about the appropriate authorities or agencies responsible for 
these records, the processes to request them, timing and associated costs, and other relevant 
information. When applicable, it also includes information about available digital or remote procedures 
that can enable practitioners to more efficiently assist migrant clients. 

Access to these documents is often essential to ensure immigration processes can move forward. By 
providing more clarity around cross-border procedures, services, associated costs, and digital options, 
we hope this Guide will support immigration service providers to offer more timely, informed, and 
effective legal representation to their clients. 

 

Note 

This Guide is based on information compiled in early 2026. This information is for general reference only 
and is not legal advice. Requirements, fees, and procedures may change over time and may vary within 
regions of each country. Whenever available, we have included references to official sources so that 
attorneys may verify and obtain the most up-to-date information directly. Accordingly, this Guide should 
be used as a general reference tool, with the understanding that local regulations and administrative 
practices may evolve at any time. 

 

This chapter covers Honduras. 

 

The full Guide with information on all 31 countries is available here. 
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HONDURAS 
Birth certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

Registro Nacional de las Personas (RNP). 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

Applicants who live in Honduras can obtain a birth certificate 
via walk-in at the RNP offices. Applicants outside may send 
proxies to request official documents, but offices have the 
right to request a notarized document from the applicant who 
is granting the proxy permission. Notarized statements can 
be obtained from any Honduran Consulate. 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Yes 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate? 

• Valid government-issued photo ID. 
• Additional documents for own application: 

o Application form from RNP. 
o Payment receipt for the certificate fee  

• Additional documents if requesting for a minor: 
o Parent's ID. 
o Proof of relationship to the child. 
o Minor's ID, if available. 

• Additional documents for a third party applying on 
another's behalf: 

o A power of attorney (carta poder) from the 
person requesting the certificate. 

o Copy of the ID of the person whose birth 
certificate is being requested. 
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o Copy of the third party’s ID. 
o Proof of relationship (if a family member). 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

No 

How much is the fee? No cost. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

• If in person at RNP offices, can be obtained the same 
day.  

• If applying from a consulate abroad, can take two to 
six weeks. 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

By mail or in person. 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

National 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office. 

Unclear from available sources. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

• Processing delays: 
o Communication delays between consulates 

and Registro Nacional de las Personas (RNP) 
in Honduras. 

o High volume of requests. 
o Limited consular staff. 
o Technical issues with RNP’s system. 

• Administrative challenges: 
o Limited consular office hours. 
o Appointment availability. 
o Geographic challenges: 
o Limited number of Honduran consulates. 
o Long distances to reach consulates. 
o Some countries may not have a Honduran 

consulate. 
• System limitations: 

o Not all records may be digitized. 
o Technical problems accessing the central 

database. 
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o System maintenance or downtime. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.). 

Website: www.rnp.hn  
Email: info@rnp.hn  
Phone: +504 2221-4382 
Location: Edificio RNP, Boulevard Kuwait, Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful. 

Unclear from available sources. 

 

Marriage certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for 
issuing this document? 

RNP 
Honduran Registro Nacional de las Personas (RNP)). 
General Secretary in Tegucigalpa, Francisco Morazan - 
https://hn.usembassy.gov/marriage-certificate/ 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief 
description of the process. 

For applicants who live in Honduras, a marriage certificate 
can be obtained via walk-in at the RNP offices. Applicants 
outside may send proxies to request official documents, but 
offices have the right to request a notarized document from 
the applicant who is granting the proxy permission. Notarized 
statements can be obtained from any Honduran Consulate. 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

No 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate? 

Outside Honduras: 
• Step 1: Contact a Honduran Consulate. Certificate 

request can be made via a Honduran consulate, or a 
proxy (representative) in Honduras with a notarized 
power of attorney (poder legal). 

http://www.rnp.hn/
mailto:info@rnp.hn
https://hn.usembassy.gov/marriage-certificate/
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• Step 2: Provide required information names, ID 
numbers and marriage details. ID/passport copy. 
Completed request form (provided by consulate or 
lawyer). Power of attorney, if on behalf of someone 
else. 

• Step 3: Certificate issued and sent. Certificate can be 
picked up in person at the consulate, mailed or 
emailed to applicant (depending on location), or sent 
after legalization and apostille, if needed.  

Source: https://www.consuladohondurasmadrid.es/actos-
relativos-a-nacimientos-matrimonios-defunciones/ 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Yes 

How much is the fee? HNL 100 – HNL 200. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Two to four weeks.  
Source: 
https://www.citasconsuladodehonduras.com/en/tramites/acta-
de-matrimonio/ 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

Digitally, by mail or in person. 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

Local 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office. 

• Visit the official RNP website. Search for office 
directories (though limited online) Each municipality in 
Honduras has a local RNP office or Municipal Civil 
Registry office.  

• The local office of the Registro Nacional de las 
Personas (RNP) that issued the marriage certificate is 
in the municipality where the marriage was registered, 
not necessarily where it was celebrated. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

• Unregistered or improperly registered marriages: 
Some marriages (especially religious ones) were 
never officially registered with the Registro Nacional 
de las Personas (RNP). If the marriage isn’t in the civil 

https://www.consuladohondurasmadrid.es/actos-relativos-a-nacimientos-matrimonios-defunciones/
https://www.consuladohondurasmadrid.es/actos-relativos-a-nacimientos-matrimonios-defunciones/
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registry, a legal marriage certificate cannot be 
obtained.  

• Missing or incomplete records: Older records may be 
missing, damaged or stored only in physical archives, 
leading to delays in processing or inability to locate 
the folio (registry book entry). A representative may 
need to visit the local municipal RNP office to search 
manually or make a formal request for a search.  

• Even routine requests can take time due to backlogs 
at RNP offices, staff shortages and high demand at 
consulates. It is recommended to start the process 
early and allow two to four weeks or more for full 
processing, especially if legalization is required. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.). 

Link to government website - 
https://www.rnp.hn/RNPweb/servicios/Matrimonio.html 
Address: Colonia 21 de Octubre a 100 metros de la Alcaldía 
Municipal 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful. 

Unclear from available sources. 

 

Divorce certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

Registro Nacional de las Personas. 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

Applicants who live in Honduras can obtain a divorce 
certificate via walk-in at the RNP offices. Applicants outside 
may send proxies to request official documents, but offices 
have the right to request a notarized document from the 
applicant who is granting the proxy permission. Notarized 
statements can be obtained from any Honduran Consulate. 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Yes 

https://www.rnp.hn/RNPweb/servicios/Matrimonio.html
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Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

According to Honduran law, only divorces communicated and 
registered in the Registro Nacional de las Personas are valid. 
This includes foreign divorces of Honduran marriages, which 
are not considered valid unless they are either: 

• Notarized by a Honduran consulate. Submit the 
notarized divorce decree to the RPN’s “Secretaria 
General” who will subsequently issue a resolution to 
register the divorce at the local RNP office where the 
marriage took place. 

• Petition an “Auto de Pariatis” to the Honduran 
Supreme Court, which is akin to the process for 
domesticating foreign judgements. 

 
If the divorce was finalized in Honduras: 

• After a family court issues the divorce order, it must 
be registered with the Registro Nacional de las 
Personas (RNP). 

• The RNP will place a marginal annotation on the 
marriage record to reflect the divorce. 

• A certified copy of this record can then be requested 
from the local RNP office or the central archive in 
Tegucigalpa. 

 
If the divorce was finalized outside of Honduras: 

• The foreign divorce decree is not automatically valid 
in Honduras. It must be recognized and registered. 

• The foreign divorce decree must be notarized by a 
Honduran consulate. 

• Submit the notarized document to the RNP's 
"Secretaria General,” 

• The RNP will issue a resolution to register the divorce 
at the local RNP office where the marriage was 
originally recorded. 
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• Alternatively, it is possible to petition the Honduran 
Supreme Court, a process similar to domesticating a 
foreign judgment. 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

No 

How much is the fee? No fee. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

• Immediately, if in person. 
• Up to 30 days if apostille is required, plus additional 

shipping time 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

By mail or in person. 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

National 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office. 

• Visit the official RNP website. Search for office 
directories (though limited online).  

• Each municipality in Honduras has a local RNP office 
or Municipal Civil Registry Office. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

Limited online access. In person application seems to be the 
best and most efficient method, which is a barrier for those 
living abroad. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.). 

Email: respuesta@rnp.hn 
Website: www.rnp.hn 
Facebook: Registro Nacional de las Personas 
X (Twitter): RnpHonduras 
Physical address (Central Archives in Tegucigalpa): Col. 21 
de octubre, calle Modesto Rodas, a 100 mts al este de 
Alcaldía Municipal, antiguo Edif. DIMACO 
WhatsApp: (504) 9764-2123 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful. 

Unclear from available sources. 

 

mailto:respuesta@rnp.hn
http://www.rnp.hn/
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Death certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

Registro Nacional de las Personas (RNP) (National Registry 
of Persons). 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

Walk into any Registro Nacional de las Personas (RNP). 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Yes 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate? 

If in Honduras: 
• Go to the civil registry office in the municipality where 

the death occurred, where the deceased last resided, 
or where their birth was registered. 

• Provide the deceased's identity card and the medical 
certificate of death. If the death did not occur in a 
hospital, photocopies of the identity cards of two 
witnesses are required. 

• Funeral homes can often assist with this process and 
may be able to obtain the certificate. 

If outside Honduras:  
• Appoint a proxy in Honduras, which could be a family 

member or a representative from a funeral home.  
• Obtain a notarized document from a Honduran 

consulate giving the proxy permission to act on the 
applicant’s behalf.  

• Mail the notarized permission to the proxy in 
Honduras so it can be presented to the RNP.  

• Alternatively, the nearest Honduran consulate can be 
contacted for assistance and specific instructions on 
how to proceed. 
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Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Yes 

How much is the fee? HNL 200. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Immediately in person if the death is registered. Registering a 
death can take up to approximately 15 days before a death 
certificate can be obtained. 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

By mail or in person. 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

National 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office. 

• Visit the official RNP website. Search for office 
directories (though limited online).  

• Each municipality in Honduras has a local RNP office 
or Municipal Civil Registry office. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

Limited online access. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.). 

Email: respuesta@rnp.hn 
Website: www.rnp.hn 
Facebook: Registro Nacional de las Personas 
X (Twitter): RnpHonduras. 
Physical Address (Central Archives in Tegucigalpa): Col. 21 
de octubre, calle Modesto Rodas, a 100 mts al este de 
Alcaldía Municipal, antiguo Edif. DIMACO 
WhatsApp: (504) 9764-2123 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful. 

A death certificate, issued by the Municipal Civil Registry, is 
valid for three months, meaning that once the certificate is 
issued, it should be presented for any necessary procedures 
within 90 days. 
 
How to register a death in Honduras: 

• Proof of death issued by the public or private health 
center, clinic or hospital, as the case may be, which 

mailto:respuesta@rnp.hn
http://www.rnp.hn/
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must be issued by the institution's competent 
authority once the case has occurred. 

• Photocopy of the deceased’s identity card or, failing 
that, a birth certificate. 

• If the required legal document proving the death for 
registration does not exist, an authenticated sworn 
statement and two witnesses must be submitted, 
providing the following information:  

• Time, day, month, year and place of death. 
• Name, surname, sex, age, address and nationality of 

the deceased. 
• Name, address, nationality and profession of the 

parents of the deceased, if known.  
• Illness or cause of death, if known. 
• All information shall be submitted in the death window 

of the Municipal Civil Registry, where the death 
certificate will be issued within a period of three 
months. 

 
Requirements for registering the death of a Honduran 
national abroad via the Consulate: 

• Death certificate issued by the consulate of the 
country of origin and authenticated by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Honduras. 

• Certified birth certificate of the deceased. 
• Appearance of a relative, representative or legal 

representative.  
• Identification of the person presenting the documents 

and a power of attorney if the person is a 
representative or legal representative. 

• Completed application at the General Secretariat, 
addressed to the Commissioners of the National 
Registry of Persons. 

• Original and copy of all documents. 
• Go to the service desks located in the Villatoro 

building, Morazán Boulevard in Tegucigalpa. 
• TGR-RNP does not charge.  
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Requirements for registering the death of a Honduran 
national abroad via the General Secretariat of the 
National Registry of National Public Prosecutors: 

• Death certificate duly apostilled in the country where 
the death occurred. 

• If in a foreign language, translate it into Spanish and 
validate it at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

• Certified birth certificate of the deceased. 
• A relative, representative or legal representative 

appears. 
• Identification document of the person presenting the 

documents and a power of attorney if the person is a 
representative or legal representative. 

• Completed application at the General Secretariat, 
addressed to the Commissioners of the National 
Registry of Persons. 

• Original and copy of all documents. 
• Go to the service desks located in the Villatoro 

building, Morazán Boulevard, Tegucigalpa.  
• TGR-RNP does not charge. 

 

Police record 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

Policía Nacional de Honduras via Dirección Policial de 
Investigaciones. 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

Yes 

Please provide the link. https://policianacional.gob.hn/requisitos-para-antecedentes-
policiales/ 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

Process:  
• Visit the DPI office. 
• Present required source documents. 
• Complete fingerprinting process. 

Requirements: 
• Original and copy of National ID (Tarjeta de 

Identidad). 

https://policianacional.gob.hn/requisitos-para-antecedentes-policiales/
https://policianacional.gob.hn/requisitos-para-antecedentes-policiales/
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• Fee payment at BANRURAL (not BANADESA as 
previously stated). 

• One recent photo. 
• Two fingerprint cards.  

Must the application be done in 
person? 

No 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

For persons living outside Honduras, a lawyer or close family 
member can apply for the record by presenting a copy of the 
applicant's identification, a letter of authorization and the 
letter of request. 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Yes 

How much is the fee?  HNL 200. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Less than one week. 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

In person 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

National 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office. 

Unclear from available sources. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

• System-related issues: 
o Technical problems with fingerprint system. 
o Database connectivity issues. 
o System maintenance or downtime. 
o Processing delays due to technical difficulties. 

• Administrative challenges: 
o Long wait times at DPI offices. 
o High volume of requests. 
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o Limited staff availability. 
o Possible office closures or reduced hours. 

• Geographic challenges: 
o Limited DPI office locations. 
o Travel distance to offices. 
o Need to visit both bank and DPI office. 
o Urban areas may have longer wait times. 

• For requests from abroad: 
o Limited consulate locations. 
o Longer processing times. 
o Additional requirements. 
o Communication difficulties. 
o Higher costs. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.). 

National Police (Policía Nacional): 
Official website: www.policianacional.gob.hn 
General contact: 
Phone: (504) 2220-4298 
Email: Through website contact form 
Social media: 
Facebook: Policía Nacional de Honduras 
Twitter: @PoliciaHonduras DPI (Dirección Policial de 
Investigaciones): 
BANRURAL (for payments): 
Website: www.banrural.hn 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful. 

• The applicant must visit: www.sefin.gob.hn 
• Select, TGR- 1 to generate receipt. 
• Complete requested information including type of 

identification, identification number, full name, 
institution: Secretary of Security (#70). Category 
12121, amount: HNL 200.  

• The applicant then needs to generate receipt and 
print and pay the TGR-1 at the authorized bank 
agencies.  

• The applicant would present the ID copy, the paid 
TGR-1, email address and/or phone numbers and a 
message will be received with the police record in a 
PDF document. 

http://www.policianacional.gob.hn/
http://www.banrural.hn/
http://www.sefin.gob.hn/
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