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About this document 
Introduction 

Established in 2018, the Vance Center’s Keep Families Together (KFT) initiative connects pro bono 
lawyers abroad with legal service providers and immigration attorneys in the U.S. representing migrant 
individuals and families. Through this program, volunteer counsel assists in obtaining vital records, 
police and medical records, and other official documentation from migrants’ countries of origin or transit 
to support the legal and administrative processes that lead to family reunification and long-term 
immigration relief. 

Today, the KFT initiative collaborates with more than 150 law firms, pro bono clearinghouses, non-profit 
organizations, bar associations, and university legal clinics across five continents. Together, we have 
supported the legal representation of more than 500 individuals and families, contributing to numerous 
reunifications and durable forms of immigration relief. 

As the immigration policy landscape in the U.S. continues to shift, legal service providers must adapt to 
address their clients’ needs, and tools that can support overburdened and under-resourced service 
providers are more important than ever. 

In 2025 alone, KFT received more than 186 requests for assistance. Looking ahead, we anticipate 
sustained demand for these services. As cases have increased, our team has noted that immigration 
attorneys frequently encounter some of the same questions and procedural barriers, many of them 
related to the essential vital records their clients need for their cases. These questions include: how to 
obtain birth, marriage, and divorce certificates; how to secure death certificates; and how to 
access police records. 

The relevant information about how to access these documents is often fragmented, difficult to navigate, 
or not immediately accessible to practitioners, who have limited time to devote to these proceedings. 
This information gap has critical consequences – we know that delays or uncertainty in obtaining such 
documentation can materially affect the pace and outcome of immigration proceedings.  

In response to this gap, the Vance Center has developed this practical reference tool covering an initial 
group of 31 jurisdictions for which we frequently receive requests. The guide includes countries in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Caribbean. The chapters for three countries (Brazil, India, and 
Mexico) include sub-sections with state-level information for a selection of states. This guide 
complements the Vance Center’s previously published resource, Accessing Vital and Official Records 
in Latin America: A Guide for Immigration Practitioners, published in March 2026. While that guide 
focused on 14 jurisdictions in Latin America and covered a broader range of procedures related to 
obtaining and correcting official records, this new version expands the geographic scope significantly 
and narrows the focus to the official documents most frequently requested in immigration matters. 

 

 

https://www.vancecenter.org/initiatives/keep-families-together/kft-resources/#Official_Records_KFT
https://www.vancecenter.org/initiatives/keep-families-together/kft-resources/#Official_Records_KFT
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The Guide covers: 

• Procedures to request and obtain birth, marriage, divorce, and death certificates 

• Locating and obtaining criminal, police, or arrest records 

Each country chapter includes information about the appropriate authorities or agencies responsible for 
these records, the processes to request them, timing and associated costs, and other relevant 
information. When applicable, it also includes information about available digital or remote procedures 
that can enable practitioners to more efficiently assist migrant clients. 

Access to these documents is often essential to ensure immigration processes can move forward. By 
providing more clarity around cross-border procedures, services, associated costs, and digital options, 
we hope this Guide will support immigration service providers to offer more timely, informed, and 
effective legal representation to their clients. 

 

Note 

This Guide is based on information compiled in early 2026. This information is for general reference only 
and is not legal advice. Requirements, fees, and procedures may change over time and may vary within 
regions of each country. Whenever available, we have included references to official sources so that 
attorneys may verify and obtain the most up-to-date information directly. Accordingly, this Guide should 
be used as a general reference tool, with the understanding that local regulations and administrative 
practices may evolve at any time. 

 

This chapter covers Türkiye. 

 

The full Guide with information on all 31 countries is available here. 
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TÜRKIYE 

Birth certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

The agency responsible is the T.C. İçişleri Bakanlığı Nüfus ve 
Vatandaşlık İşleri Genel Müdürlüğü (General Directorate of 
Civil Registration and Nationality under the Ministry of 
Interior). 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html#:~:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:
%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consul
ates%20abroad.) 
At local level, this is handled by İlçe Nüfus Müdürlükleri 
(District Civil Registry Offices). 
Source: https://www.isarey-document-
attestation.com/Turkey-attestation-FAQs#faq_141_s 
When a birth occurs, it must be notified to the relevant Nüfus 
Müdürlüğü (civil registry office) within a certain time. 
The registry office is responsible for preparing birth records 
(doğum tutanakları), reviewing them, and registering the birth 
in the aile kütüğü (family registry).  
Source: https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/social-economic-and-
civil-matters/birth-registration/ 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

Yes. 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html#:~:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:
%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consul
ates%20abroad. 

Please provide the link 
 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

Standard birth certificate is obtained through the local 
Registry Office after the birth of a child. 
Source: https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/social-economic-and-
civil-matters/birth-registration/ 
International birth certificate (Formül A) can be obtained 
online or by personally applying to the General Directorate of 
Civil Registration and Citizenship (Nüfus ve Vatandaşlık İşleri 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/social-economic-and-civil-matters/birth-registration/
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/social-economic-and-civil-matters/birth-registration/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/social-economic-and-civil-matters/birth-registration/
https://help.unhcr.org/turkiye/social-economic-and-civil-matters/birth-registration/
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Genel Müdürlüğü) or to Turkish embassies/consulates 
abroad.  
For online application, requests can be made from the Çok 
Dilli Doğum Kayıt Örneği (Formül A); (multilingual birth 
certificate sample) via e-Devlet or Turkey e-Government 
Gateway.  
There is a service called Doğum Bildirimi Başvurusu (birth 
notification application) which allows people to submit birth 
notification for children born in health institutions in Türkiye 
via e-Devlet. 
Source: https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/non-citizens 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Formül A application may be made online. 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Unclear from available sources. 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Unclear from available sources. 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

For a newborn birth registration (first-time issuance):  
• Hospital Birth Report (Doğum Raporu) – issued by 

the hospital or health institution. 
• Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-

visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html#:~:text=Procedure%20for%20Ob
taining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20em
bassies/consulates%20abroad. 

• If the birth occurred outside a hospital: a medical 
certificate from a doctor or midwife. 

• Parents’ identification documents – Turkish ID card 
(T.C. kimlik kartı) or valid passport.  

• Marriage certificate (Evlilik Cüzdanı), if applicable (to 
establish legitimacy in records).  

• Birth Notification form (Doğum Bildirimi Formu), 
completed at the Nüfus Müdürlüğü. 

For an existing birth Certificate copy (domestic use, nüfus 
kayıt örneği): 

• Applicant’s ID card (T.C. kimlik kartı). 

https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/non-citizens
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad


 
 

Access to Vital Records  Türkiye 
3 

 

• Application form (usually provided at the Nüfus 
Müdürlüğü or via e-Devlet for online requests). 

• Power of attorney (if third-party applies), notarized 
authorization letter if someone else requests on 
behalf of the individual. 

For an international birth certificate (Formül A) (this is the 
multilingual birth certificate often needed abroad): 

• Applicant’s ID card. 
• Application at Nüfus Müdürlüğü (in Türkiye) or Turkish 

Consulate (if abroad). 
• Power of attorney if someone else applies. 

Information typically needed: 
• Full name of the person whose certificate is 

requested. 
• Turkish ID number (T.C. Kimlik Numarası). 
• Parents’ names (to verify family registry entry). 
• Place and date of birth.  

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

No 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html#:~:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:
%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consul
ates%20abroad. 

How much is the fee?  Unclear from available sources. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Unclear from available sources. 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

Digitally or in person 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html#:~:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:
%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consul
ates%20abroad 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

National (for the application of Formul A certificate) 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html#:~:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:
%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consul
ates%20abroad 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html#:%7E:text=Procedure%20for%20Obtaining:%20Birth%20certificates,to%20Turkish%20embassies/consulates%20abroad
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Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office.  

Unclear from available sources. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

• International versions (Formül A) cannot be obtained 
digitally; they must be collected in person from a 
registry office or consulate. 

• Online access requires a valid e-Devlet login, which in 
turn requires a Turkish ID number or special foreigner 
credentials (YKN). Non-residents or foreigners 
married to Turkish citizens often struggle with this. 

• While most requests are immediate, consulates 
abroad may take several days or even weeks, 
especially if they need to verify data with Ankara. 

• If the birth was not properly registered at the hospital 
(rare, but possible in rural areas or home births), extra 
verification may be required. 

• Another person’s birth certificate cannot be requested 
without a notarized power of attorney. This creates a 
barrier in some legal or family disputes, requiring 
extra legal steps. 

• On occasions (such as just before school registration 
deadlines, military service deadlines or election 
periods), e-Devlet or local registry offices can be 
overloaded, causing temporary access delays. 

• At consulates, applicants sometimes report long 
appointment wait times due to understaffing or high 
demand. In some countries, consular service fees or 
additional requirements (translations, legalization) 
may present bureaucratic hurdles. 

• Türkiye’s civil registry system is closely monitored 
and digitalized, making bribery or corruption cases 
very rare compared to many other document-issuing 
systems. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organisations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.).  

Call centers:  
ALO 199 – National Population and Citizenship Call Center 
provides information and allows appointment bookings 
(Nüfus Müdürlüğü Randevu).  
ALO 150 – Presidential Communication Center (CİMER) – to 
submit complaints or requests about public services. 
Online Services:  



 
 

Access to Vital Records  Türkiye 
5 

 

Official Website: nvi.gov.tr  
e-Government Portal (e-Devlet): turkiye.gov.tr (digital 
certificate requests, applications, and appointment booking).  
Contact form: NVİ Contact page (online form to submit 
questions). 
Social media/ Messaging NVİ and the Ministry of Interior are 
active on Twitter/X, Facebook and Instagram for 
announcements.  
No official WhatsApp service for civil registration (unlike 
some municipalities).  
If abroad (Consulates):  
Consular Services Portal: konsolosluk.gov.tr 
Each Turkish consulate lists its own phone, email, and 
sometimes WhatsApp support line for citizens abroad.  

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful.  

Unclear from available sources. 

 

Marriage certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

Ministry of Justice Provincial Civil Registration and 
Citizenship Affairs Directorates. 
Source: https://data.unicef.org/crvs/gambia/ 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

• There are two types of marriage certificates in 
Türkiye: 

o International marriage certificates (which will 
be issued after the marriage ceremony). 

o “Formula B” (which is a marriage certificate for 
use outside of Türkiye). 

• Fulfilment of legal prerequisites: Ensure meticulous 
compliance with all legal prerequisites for marriage in 
Türkiye, including age restrictions, mandatory 
documentation (passports, birth certificates, etc.) and 
any stipulated pre-marital medical examinations. 

• Formal marriage application: Submit a 
comprehensive marriage application to the 

https://data.unicef.org/crvs/gambia/
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designated marriage office within the municipality 
where wedding ceremony will be conducted. 

• Officially Sanctioned Ceremony: Upon approval of 
application, proceed with wedding ceremony, which 
must be officiated by an authorized Turkish registrar. 

• Certificate Issuance: Following the ceremony, the 
international marriage certificate will be received.  

• Should the “Formula B” certificate for international 
use be required, a separate application must be 
submitted to the Provincial Civil Registration and 
Citizenship Affairs Directorate (or if applying abroad, 
via Turkish Embassy or Consulates). 

Source: https://gettingmarriedinturkey.com/official-marriage-
certificate-in-turkey/ 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

• International marriage certificate: Must be done in 
person. 

• Formula B: In person or by third party under a 
notarized power of attorney. 

Sources:  
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-
form-b-turkey-marriage-records/ 
https://weddingsabroadguide.com/legal-requirements-for-
getting-married-in-turkey.html#documents) 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes, for Formula B. 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Notarized POA is needed. 
Source: https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-
certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/ 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

Valid passports: 
Both parties must possess valid passports with a remaining 
validity exceeding the intended duration of stay in Turkey. 
Certificate of no impediment to marriage: 
This official document, also known as a Single Status 
Certificate or Certificate of Legal Capacity to Marry, confirms 
that neither party is currently married and is legally free to 
enter into matrimony. It must be obtained from the competent 
authority in each party’s country of origin (e.g., embassy, 
registry office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs). The certificate 

https://gettingmarriedinturkey.com/official-marriage-certificate-in-turkey/
https://gettingmarriedinturkey.com/official-marriage-certificate-in-turkey/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/
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must be officially translated into Turkish and authenticated 
through notarization or apostille. 
Birth certificates: 
Original birth certificates may be required to verify the age, 
place of birth and parentage of both parties. 
Passport-size photographs: 
Six recent passport-size photographs of each partner are 
necessary for official documentation. 
Health reports: 
Both parties must undergo a medical examination at an 
authorized Turkish hospital or health clinic. The resulting 
health report must certify that neither individual has a 
communicable disease that would preclude marriage under 
Turkish law. These typically screen for conditions like HIV, 
syphilis and tuberculosis. 
All documents must be presented in their original form, 
translated into Turkish where applicable, and properly 
notarized or apostilled to ensure validity. 
Source: https://gettingmarriedinturkey.com/how-to-register-
your-marriage-in-turkey/ 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Yes 

How much is the fee?  Marriage fees differ from one municipality to another.  
If it is desired to be married on a weekend and in special 
rooms, it may cost approximately US$120 to US$300 
depending on the charges of the municipalities.  
If cheaper options are preferred, the cost may be between 
US$70 and US$150 by municipalities.  
Source: https://turkishtranslation.com.tr/getting-married-in-
turkey/?srsltid=AfmBOorMocLHBOLv-
HTMZrl_AcGsIGMGOe9RVQOIJPts1KaBHmQVKiZh 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Processing times vary, but it usually takes a few days to a 
week if applied through local Population Directorates. 
Source: https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-
certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/ 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

Unclear from available sources. 

https://gettingmarriedinturkey.com/how-to-register-your-marriage-in-turkey/
https://gettingmarriedinturkey.com/how-to-register-your-marriage-in-turkey/
https://turkishtranslation.com.tr/getting-married-in-turkey/?srsltid=AfmBOorMocLHBOLv-HTMZrl_AcGsIGMGOe9RVQOIJPts1KaBHmQVKiZh
https://turkishtranslation.com.tr/getting-married-in-turkey/?srsltid=AfmBOorMocLHBOLv-HTMZrl_AcGsIGMGOe9RVQOIJPts1KaBHmQVKiZh
https://turkishtranslation.com.tr/getting-married-in-turkey/?srsltid=AfmBOorMocLHBOLv-HTMZrl_AcGsIGMGOe9RVQOIJPts1KaBHmQVKiZh
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-marriage-certificate-form-b-turkey-marriage-records/
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Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

Handled locally. 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office.  

Spouses can make an application to the Governorship of the 
District where their residence is located. 
Source: https://advocateabroad.com/turkey/turkish-marriage-
certificates/ 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

The documents can only be obtained in person (or in the 
case of Formula B, via a notarized POA). 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.).  

www.nvi.gov.tr  

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful.  

Unclear from available sources. 

 

Divorce certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

Turkish court 
Source: https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-
turkey/#:~:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,1
6%20days%20from%20the%20decision 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

In Turkey, there are two major types of divorces: contentious 
divorce suits and consensual divorce. The first procedure 
implies one of the spouses filed for divorce because of 
conflicts with the other party, adultery or mental illness. The 
uncontested divorce is when one of the spouses decides to 
end the marriage, goes to the court and there is no objection 
related to the separation. The procedures involved in court 

https://advocateabroad.com/turkey/turkish-marriage-certificates/
https://advocateabroad.com/turkey/turkish-marriage-certificates/
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
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procedures related to contested and uncontested divorces 
are different.  
In the case of contentious divorces, the following procedure 
applies: 

• The party seeking the divorce must file a petition with 
the court. 

• The court will accept evidence from both spouses and 
hear both parties. 

• The court will also hear witnesses from both parties 
and make a decision. 

• The court will issue the final ruling on the divorce 
within 16 days from the decision. 

The consensual divorce procedure, which was also 
simplified, can occur only if: 

• The spouses have been married for at least one year. 
• An agreement was drafted and signed by both parties 

seeking the divorce. 
• Both spouses come in front of the judge and 

announce their decision to divorce. 
Source: https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-
turkey/#:~:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,1
6%20days%20from%20the%20decision 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Yes, even for uncontested divorce, both parties must appear 
in court to announce their decision to divorce. 
Source: https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-
turkey/#:~:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,1
6%20days%20from%20the%20decision. 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes 
Source: https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/divorce-law-turkey 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

Unclear from available sources. 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Unclear from available sources. 

How much is the fee?  Unclear from available sources. 

https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
https://lawyer-turkey.com/the-divorce-procedure-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=the%20party%20seeking%20for%20divorce,16%20days%20from%20the%20decision
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What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Uncontested cases may be resolved in weeks. 
Contested cases often take several months or longer, 
especially with property or custody disputes. 
Source: https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/divorce-law-turkey. 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

In person. 
Source: https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/divorce-law-turkey) 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

Unclear from available sources. 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office.  

Unclear from available sources. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

Unclear from available sources. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.).  

Unclear from available sources. 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful.  

Unclear from available sources. 

 

Death certificate 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

General Directorate of Civil Registration and Citizenship 
(Nüfus ve Vatandaşlık İşleri Genel Müdürlüğü). 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html 

Can the document be obtained 
online? 

No. Form C must be obtained in person from the Population 
Registry Office or through an authorized legal representative. 
Source: https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-
certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-
turkey/#:~:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Fo

https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/divorce-law-turkey
https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/divorce-law-turkey)
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
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rm%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Tur
kish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries 

Please provide the link. Unclear from available sources. 

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

Report the death. The death must first be reported to a local 
doctor who will issue the initial death certificate (ölüm 
belgesi). 
Register with Population Registry. Take the death certificate 
to the Population Registry Office (Nüfus Müdürlüğü) within 
ten days of death to register it officially. 
Request Form C.  When registering, specifically request the 
international multilingual death certificate (Formül C). 
Submit required documentation.  Provide all necessary 
documents as listed above. 
Source: https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-
international-death-certificate-from-turkey/ 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Yes 

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Yes. A local lawyer can be appointed to obtain the death 
certificate.  
Source: https://www.bicakhukuk.com/en/death-and-dying-of-
foreigners-in-turkey/ 

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

Yes. 
Source: https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-
international-death-certificate-from-turkey/ 

What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

To register the death with local authorities, proof of identity of 
the deceased and the death report (from the doctor) must be 
presented. 
Source: https://www.bicakhukuk.com/en/death-and-dying-of-
foreigners-in-turkey/ 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Different sources conflict on this.  
One says no. 
Source: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-
visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-
Country/Turkey.html 
One says it varies by municipality and service level. 
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-
death-certificate-from-turkey/ 

How much is the fee?    

https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://www.bicakhukuk.com/en/death-and-dying-of-foreigners-in-turkey/
https://www.bicakhukuk.com/en/death-and-dying-of-foreigners-in-turkey/
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-death-certificate-from-turkey/
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-death-certificate-from-turkey/
https://www.bicakhukuk.com/en/death-and-dying-of-foreigners-in-turkey/
https://www.bicakhukuk.com/en/death-and-dying-of-foreigners-in-turkey/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/Turkey.html
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-death-certificate-from-turkey/
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-death-certificate-from-turkey/
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What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

Processing time varies but typically takes a few days to a 
couple of weeks, depending on legal procedures. 
Source: https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-
certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-
turkey/#:~:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Fo
rm%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Tur
kish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

In person. The registry office can then give a local death 
certificate (Form C) to either the next of kin, an appointed 
local funeral director or a solicitor. 
Source: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-to-do-after-a-
british-person-dies-in-turkey 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

Local 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office.  

Application should be made to the provincial or district 
population registry offices in the area where the death was 
registered. 
Source: https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-
international-death-certificate-from-turkey/ 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

Unclear from available sources. 

Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.).  

Unclear from available sources. 

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful.  

Unclear from available sources. 

 

Police record 
What is the government authority 
or agency responsible for issuing 
this document? 

General Directorate of Criminal Records and Statistics. 
Source: https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/blog/criminal-record-
certificate-turkey 

https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/international-death-certificate-form-c-and-procedures-for-obtaining-in-turkey/#:%7E:text=International%20Death%20Certificate:%20Form%20C%20and%20Procedures,requested%20from%20Turkish%20consulates%20in%20foreign%20countries
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-death-certificate-from-turkey/
https://ozansoylu.av.tr/en/how-to-obtain-an-international-death-certificate-from-turkey/
https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/blog/criminal-record-certificate-turkey
https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/blog/criminal-record-certificate-turkey
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Can the document be obtained 
online? 

• A foreign person who has lived in Türkiye and has a 
residence permit, can obtain a criminal record 
document from the E-government system.  

• However, without a residence permit a criminal record 
document can only be obtained from the courthouses. 
It is very difficult for non-Turkish speakers to do this in 
courthouses and obtain the criminal record document. 

Sources:  
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-
a-criminal-record-in-turkey 
http://www.agu.edu.tr/userfiles//banner/International%20Offic
e/Criminal_Record_Application.pdf  

Please provide the link. https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/  

Please provide a brief description 
of the process. 

• Police certificates from Türkiye are known as “ARSIV 
KAYITLI ADLI SICIL KAYDI”.  

• It is mandatory that applicants provide archived police 
records. 

• Police certificates can be obtained by applying to any 
court in person or online at the 
https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/ website.  

• The document is available in different languages 
through https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/  

• When requesting the police certificate (arşiv kayıtlı 
adli sicil kaydi), applicants must specifically request 
that both current and archived records be shown on 
the document. 

Must the application be done in 
person? 

Only if applicant does not have an ID or residence permit in 
Türkiye. 
Source: https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-
to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey  

Can a third party apply on behalf 
of the person? 

Only if a registered attorney with the Union of Turkish Bar 
Associations. 
Source: https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/blog/criminal-record-
certificate-turkey  

Must the third party be a lawyer 
or have a notarized power of 
attorney (POA)? 

A registered attorney can be authorized with the Union of 
Turkish Bar Associations. 
Source: https://cindemir.av.tr/en/turkey-criminal-record-check-
a-guide-for-understanding-the-process/  

https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey
http://www.agu.edu.tr/userfiles/banner/International%20Office/Criminal_Record_Application.pdf
http://www.agu.edu.tr/userfiles/banner/International%20Office/Criminal_Record_Application.pdf
https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/
https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey
https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/blog/criminal-record-certificate-turkey
https://istanbullawyerfirm.com/blog/criminal-record-certificate-turkey
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/turkey-criminal-record-check-a-guide-for-understanding-the-process/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/turkey-criminal-record-check-a-guide-for-understanding-the-process/
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What are the typical documents 
or information required to 
request this certificate?  

• The Turkish ID card for national citizens. 
• The Blue Card for foreign nationals residing in Turkey. 
• Passport or the foreign country ID for foreign 

nationals. 
• Turkish ID number issued to foreigners. 
• A power of attorney letter that clearly states the 

authority can represent. This is required if the 
application is made on behalf of someone else. 

Source: https://turkey-evisa.it.com/criminal-record-certificate-
application/ 

Is there a fee to obtain the 
certificate? 

Based on the step-by-step guide, it appears that no fee 
needs to be paid when applying online. 
Source: https://trustusconsultancy.com/en/no-criminal-record-
turkey-step-by-step/ 

How much is the fee?  Unclear from available sources. 

What is the average time it takes 
to receive the document? 

The criminal record certificate can typically be obtained from 
the Attorney General’s Office within a few hours. 
Source: https://cindemir.av.tr/en/turkey-criminal-record-check-
a-guide-for-understanding-the-process/ 

Is the certificate provided 
digitally, by mail or must it be 
picked up in person? 

If applied for online, an electronic version can be 
downloaded. 
Source: https://trustusconsultancy.com/en/no-criminal-record-
turkey-step-by-step/ 
If applied for in person, unable to find information. 

Is the issuance centralized at the 
national level or is it handled 
locally (e.g., by municipality or 
state)? 

Unclear from available sources. 

Please describe how to identify 
the appropriate local office.  

Unclear from available sources. 

Are there any known challenges 
to accessing this document (e.g., 
bureaucratic delays, corruption, 
limited online access)? 

If applicant does not have a residence permit, a criminal 
record document can only be obtained from the courthouses. 
For non-Turkish speakers, it is very difficult to do this in 
courthouses and obtain the criminal record document. 
Source: https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-
to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey 

https://turkey-evisa.it.com/criminal-record-certificate-application/
https://turkey-evisa.it.com/criminal-record-certificate-application/
https://trustusconsultancy.com/en/no-criminal-record-turkey-step-by-step/
https://trustusconsultancy.com/en/no-criminal-record-turkey-step-by-step/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/turkey-criminal-record-check-a-guide-for-understanding-the-process/
https://cindemir.av.tr/en/turkey-criminal-record-check-a-guide-for-understanding-the-process/
https://trustusconsultancy.com/en/no-criminal-record-turkey-step-by-step/
https://trustusconsultancy.com/en/no-criminal-record-turkey-step-by-step/
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey
https://www.mondaq.com/turkey/crime/1379814/how-to-get-a-criminal-record-in-turkey
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Please list any methods for 
contacting the relevant agencies 
and organizations (e.g., 
WhatsApp, email, online contact 
form, telephone numbers, postal 
address, etc.).  

https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/  

Please share any additional 
information that may be helpful.  

Unclear from available sources. 

 

https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/
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